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Assessment Worksheet 



NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET 
AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS GRANTS

Instructions: For grant proposals involving Preservation Projects (pre-preservation preparation of architectural plans and 
specifications, historic structure reports, and feasibility studies; as well as direct building repair and rehabilitation projects) all 
applicants must complete this form.  To qualify, National Register eligibility must be directly associated with the African 
American civil rights movement, as outlined in Civil Rights in America, A Framework for Identifying Significant Sites (NPS, 
2008).  Photos, maps, or inventory forms may be provided to support the eligibility assessment.  Applicants are encouraged 
to consult with their respective State or Tribal Historic Preservation Office early in the process for additional eligibility 
evaluation guidance.

1. Property Name

Street 1

Street 2

City County

State ZIP Code

Name of Historic District (if applicable)

2.Description of physical appearance
Provide brief description of property and/or district, including features directly associated with Civil Rights activities.

Date of Building (mm/dd/yyyy)

Date(s) of Alteration(s), if Applicable(mm/dd/yyyy)

National Register Information System Number (if known) 

https://www.nps.gov/nhl/learn/themes/CivilRights_Framework.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/nhl/learn/themes/CivilRights_Framework.pdf


Description of Physical Appearance (Attach additional forms if needed)

3. Statement of Significance

Provide brief statement justifying the significance of the building and/or district in association with the civil rights movement and 
the dates of any specific events.  If previously determined eligible note type of survey and dates. (Attach additional forms if 
needed)



4. Eligibility Certification (check one)

Property individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places or as a National Historic
Landmark (NHL) for African American civil rights significance.

Name of individual listing 

Date of Listing(mm/dd/yyyy) 

Contributing resource to a National Register or National Historic Landmark Historic District 
for African American civil rights significance.

Name of District 

Date of Listing (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Preliminary determination that a property individually listed in the National Register or as an 
NHL contributes to the potential civil rights significance of the site, though currently not listed 
for that association.

Name of individual listing

Date of Listing (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Preliminary determination that a property within a National Register or NHL Historic District 
contributes to  the potential civil rights significance of the district, though currently not listed for 
that association.

Name of district

Date of Listing (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Preliminary determination that a property is potentially eligible for listing in the 
National Register for association with African American civil rights.

Name of site

Source/date of determination 
of eligibility (mm/dd/yyyy) 

Preliminary determination that a property within a potential National Register historic 
district contributes to the African American civil rights significance.

Name of district 

Source/date of determination 
of eligibility (mm/dd/yyyy) 
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	Description of Physical Appear_WzMaYJJ-MqP*lffUiOPKQQ:    The Hutchinson House is an 1885 folk Victorian one and a half story residential structure, built with traditional mortise and tenon timber framing and raised several feet off of the ground on brick piers. The house was originally constructed with a single story wrap around porch that was open on three sides and enclosed along the back elevation. This porch was removed after 1920 and was replaced with two smaller porches which are also no longer extant. The original central portion of the building remains standing today. It has a side gable, steeply-pitched roof with three dormers on the front elevation and two on the back. The front elevation has a centrally placed door and a window on each side. The two gable ends each contain a central door, a single window on each side of the door, and a centered second floor window. These three elevations are clad in wide clapboard siding. The back elevation was originally enclosed, and is temporarily clad in plywood for structural stability.   The interior space is divided into two rooms on the first floor and two rooms and a stairhall upstairs. The front door leads into the larger of the two first floor rooms. This room contains a uniquely-structured staircase that is supported from above to preserve the downstairs floor space. Both first floor rooms have a fireplace and wooden mantel. Upstairs, the stairhall occupies the center of the floor plan, with a roughly identical room at each gable end. The entire interior has wooden floors, beadboard walls, and board and batten ceilings.
	Provide brief statement justif_TdF*sX0uBoEnZ2q7Q9wiyQ:    The period of significance for the Hutchinson House fits into Reconstruction & Repression 1865-1900 and Rekindling Civil Rights 1900-1941.     The house was constructed in 1885 by Henry Hutchinson on land purchased by his father James Hutchinson. Both men had been born into slavery on Edisto. James Hutchinson actively participated in local Union efforts during the Civil War. During Reconstruction, Edisto was considered a center of political activities. James was elected the Republican Chairman, helped the emancipated residents obtain land, owned clear title to his land, had a voice in political law making, and led voter registration efforts.  Henry continued to support his community through leadership, property ownership, and wealth building. The house itself became a gathering place for neighbors and a safe haven during bad weather. By 1900, Henry was using the land around the Hutchinson House to grow cotton, and had added a cotton gin to the property that served his neighbors. Later generations continued the Hutchinson legacy by pursuing education, teaching, and political involvement.  The work of the Hutchinson family was important on the rural, isolated barrier island and illustrates a side of the civil rights story that is less frequently highlighted in the retelling of this movement. The Hutchinson House was at the center of the struggle for equality, showing the push for land ownership and community that helped improve the lives of the people who stood together in its rooms. 
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