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CAESAR RODNEY
& 12 SOLDIERS OF
THE REVOLUTION

As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, Americans are taking time to
reflect on the individuals whose courage and determination shaped the nation’s earliest
moments. Among them is Caesar Rodney, a Delaware statesman whose legendary ride

on July 1-2, 1776, became a decisive turning point in our nation’s quest for independence.

Rodney’s journey has long stood as a symbol of personal sacrifice in service to the ideals
of liberty. Gravely ill with a long-standing cancerous condition affecting his face and
jaw that caused him chronic pain, Rodney received urgent word that Delaware’s vote for
independence was deadlocked. Knowing the gravity of the moment, he mounted his horse
and rode nearly 80 miles through darkness, rain, and a violent storm to reach Philadelphia.
His arrival broke the tie, allowing Delaware to cast its vote in favor of independence on July

2, helping to secure the adoption of the Declaration of Independence.

The statue of Caesar Rodney commemorates not only this dramatic ride but also
his broader contributions as a colonial leader, military officer, and public servant.
Throughout his career, Rodney worked to balance the challenges of a divided colony, the

demands of wartime leadership, and the emerging ideals that would define a new nation.

As Americans visit historic and cultural sites across the country, Rodney’s story invites
reflection on the many individuals, well-known and lesser-known, whose efforts helped
build the United States. By exploring these narratives in full, including their triumphs
and complexities, visitors gain a deeper understanding of the nation’s ongoing journey

toward a more perfect union.

Rodney’s legacy endures as a reminder that the path to independence relied on acts of
extraordinary resolve from ordinary people. His ride is one chapter in a much larger story,

but it continues to inspire all who seek to understand the origins of American freedom.






SIMON KNOWLES

KNOWLES ENLISTED IN THE CONTINENTAL ARMY AT THE AGE OF
1S AND SERVED THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION. KNOWLES FOUGHT IN THE BATTLE OF BUNKER
HILL, CROSSED THE DELAWARE WITH GENERAL GEORGE
WASHINGTON, SAW COMBAT AT TRENTON, PRINCETON, AND
SARATOGA, AND ENDURED THE BITTER WINTER AT VALLEY
FORGE. HE RECEIVED AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE UNDER
WASHINGTON AT NEWBURGH IN 1783. AFTER THE WAR,
KNOWLES RETURNED TO A MODEST CIVILIAN LIFE AS A FARMER.
HIS ESTATE WAS MODEST, COMPRISING A SWORD FROM HIS
FATHER AND A WALKING CANE, BUT HIS RECORD IS ENDURING.







CAESAR GLOVER

GLOVER WAS EIGHT YEARS OLD IN 1750, WHEN HE WAS
ENSLAVED IN AFRICA AND SOLD IN MASSACHUSETTS. AT THE
OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, HE ENLISTED IN JOHN
GLOVER'S MARBLEHEAD MEN OF MASSACHUSETTS. HE
PARTICIPATED IN THE UNIT'S HEROIC ACTIONS, INCLUDING THE
MIRACULOUS RESCUE OF GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON'’S
ARMY FROM BROOKLYN HEIGHTS, AND IN MOVING THE
CONTINENTAL ARMY ACROSS THE ICY DELAWARE ON
CHRISTMAS DAY. GLOVER SERVED THREE YEARS, AND OBTAINED
HIS FREEDOM AFTER THE WAR.







JOSEPH WARREN

A BOSTON PHYSICIAN AND PATRIOT LEADER, WARREN SENT
PAUL REVERE ON HIS FAMOUS MIDNIGHT RIDE TO WARN OF
ADVANCING BRITISH TROOPS. IN JUNE 1775, CONGRESS
COMMISSIONED HIM A MAJOR GENERAL, BUT UPON ARRIVING AT
THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL, WARREN REFUSED TO OUTRANK
THE OFFICERS ALREADY IN COMMAND. HE INSTEAD CHOSE TO
FIGHT AS A PRIVATE IN THE RANKS. HE FOUGHT HEROICALLY,
BUT WAS SHOT AND KILLED BY BRITISH SOLDIERS, BECOMING
ONE OF THE FIRST MARTYRS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.







JUDE HALL

HALL ESCAPED FROM SLAVERY AND JOINED THE 32 NEW
HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT IN MAY 1775. HE FOUGHT AT THE BATTLE
OF BUNKER HILL, WHERE HE WAS THROWN HEADLONG AFTER A
CANNONBALL STRUCK THE GROUND NEAR HIM. HE FOUGHT AT

TICONDEROGA, TRENTON, HUBBARDTON, SARATOGA, AND
MONMOUTH. AT MONMOUTH, HE EARNED THE NICKNAME “OLD
ROCK” FOR HIS STRENGTH AND HEROISM. HALL SERVED UNTIL
PEACE WAS SECURED IN 1783.







JOHN PETER GABRIEL MUHLENBERG

AS A CHRISTIAN PASTOR, MUHLENBERG RAISED TROOPS TO
FIGHT THE BRITISH AT THE REQUEST OF GENERAL GEORGE
WASHINGTON. HE REPORTEDLY PREACHED AT HIS CHURCH:
“THERE IS A TIME TO PREACH AND A TIME TO FIGHT, AND NOW
IS THE TIME TO FIGHT!” 300 MEN ENLISTED AS A RESULT OF HIS
EFFORTS. HE FOUGHT IN MANY MAJOR BATTLES, SUFFERED
THROUGH THE WINTER AT VALLEY FORGE, AND HELPED WIN
THE BATTLE OF YORKTOWN. AFTER THE WAR, HE WAS ELECTED
TO THE FIRST CONGRESS AND HELPED PASS THE BILL OF RIGHTS.







JAMES ARMISTEAD LAFAYETTE

BORN INTO SLAVERY, JAMES WAS ONE OF AMERICA’S FIRST
DOUBLE AGENTS. HE INFILTRATED THE HEADQUARTERS OF BOTH
BRITISH GENERAL CORNWALLIS AND TRAITOR BENEDICT
ARNOLD, AND POSING AS A RUNAWAY SLAVE, FED THEM FALSE
INFORMATION. HE ALSO SENT TRUE REPORTS BACK TO GENERALS
WASHINGTON AND LAFAYETTE, HELPING THEM WIN THE BATTLE
OF YORKTOWN. AFTER THE WAR, AT THE URGING OF LAFAYETTE,
THE VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE GRANTED JAMES HIS FREEDOM.
JAMES ADOPTED THE SURNAME “LAFAYETTE,” BUILT A FARM, AND
RAISED A FAMILY.







SAMUEL WHITTEMORE

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE BRITISH ASSAULT ON LEXINGTON
AND CONCORD, THE 78-YEAR-OLD RETIRED VETERAN GRABBED
THE WEAPONS HE STILL HAD FROM HIS MILITARY SERVICE
FIGHTING THE FRENCH AND INDIANS, AND ATTACKED BRITISH
TROOPS ON HIS OWN, KILLING AND WOUNDING SEVERAL. WITH
HIS AMMUNITION OUT, THE BRITISH TURNED AND SHOT
WHITTEMORE POINT-BLANK IN THE FACE AND BAYONETED HIM
13 TIMES, LEAVING HIM FOR DEAD. BUT WHITTEMORE
RECOVERED AND LIVED ANOTHER 18 YEARS, TO AGE 96.







JACK SISSON

BORN INTO SLAVERY, SISSON VOLUNTEERED TO JOIN A DARING
NIGHTTIME RAID IN NEWPORT, RHODE [SLAND TO CAPTURE
BRITISH GENERAL RICHARD PRESCOTT. SISSON STEERED THE
LEADING BOAT IN THE RAID AND BROKE DOWN THE BRITISH

GENERAL'S DOOR. THE RAID SUCCEEDED WITHOUT A SHOT
FIRED. SISSON LATER JOINED THE FIRST RHODE ISLAND
REGIMENT, WHICH INCLUDED BLACK, WHITE, AND AMERICAN
INDIAN SOLDIERS. HE FOUGHT IN THE BATTLES OF RHODE
[SLAND AND YORKTOWN. AFTER THE WAR, HE RETURNED TO
PLYMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS.







JAMES CALDWELL

AS A CHAPLAIN IN THE CONTINENTAL ARMY, CALDWELL WAS
KNOWN TO PREACH ON SUNDAYS WITH PISTOLS ON HIS PULPIT.
CALDWELL BECAME LEGENDARY IN THE BATTLE OF SPRINGFIELD,

AFTER SOLDIERS RAN OUT OF PAPER “WADDING” NEEDED TO

LOAD CANNONS. FOR WADDING, HE GAVE THEM HYMNALS
WRITTEN BY REVEREND ISAAC WATTS, SAYING, “GIVE ‘EM WATTS,

BOYS!” BRITISH SOLDIERS MURDERED HIS WIFE, BUT CALDWELL

ONLY FOUGHT HARDER. HE WAS KILLED IN 1780 IN A SUSPECTED
BRITISH PLOT.
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PETER SALEM

BORN INTO SLAVERY AND EMANCIPATED IN EARLY 1775 AT THE
AGE OF 24, SALEM ENLISTED IN A LOCAL MASSACHUSETTS
MILITIA AND FOUGHT IN THE FIRST BATTLES OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY WAR, AT LEXINGTON AND CONCORD. SALEM
ALSO FOUGHT AT THE BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL, WHERE MANY
CREDITED HIM WITH FIRING THE SHOT THAT KILLED BRITISH
MAJOR JOHN PITCAIRN. HE ALSO FOUGHT AT HARLEM HEIGHTS,
TRENTON, SARATOGA, MONMOUTH, AND STONY POINT. IN
1780, SALEM RETURNED TO MASSACHUSETTS, EARNING A LIVING
WEAVING CHAIR SEATS AND BASKETS.
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NAPHTALI DAGGETT

WHEN THE BRITISH UNEXPECTEDLY ATTACKED NEW HAVEN,
CONNECTICUT, IN 1779, DAGGETT, A PROFESSOR AT YALE
COLLEGE, GRABBED HIS MUSKET AND ADVANCED WITH 100 YALE
STUDENTS TOWARD MORE THAN 2,000 BRITISH SOLDIERS. THEY
FIRED ON THE BRITISH, DELAYING THEM UNTIL NEW HAVEN
RESIDENTS ESCAPED TO SAFETY. THE BRITISH EVENTUALLY
OVERPOWERED DAGGETT, AND TORTURED HIM WITH BAYONETS.
MORE THAN A YEAR LATER, HE DIED OF HIS WOUNDS, A CITIZEN
SOLDIER TO THE END.

IHIS STATUE WAS SCULPTED BY ATELIER MISSOR
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PETER ERIC ARNELI
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SALEM POOR

BORN ENSLAVED, POOR PURCHASED HIS FREEDOM BEFORE THE

WAR. HE IS REMEMBERED FOR HIS HEROISM AT THE BATTLE OF

BUNKER HILL, WHICH WAS SO EXCEPTIONAL THAT 14 OFFICERS

SIGNED A PETITION REQUESTING THAT CONGRESS GRANT SALEM

AN AWARD FOR HIS ACTIONS, STATING THAT HE, AN ENLISTED

MAN, “BEHAVED LIKE AN EXPERIENCED OFFICER” AND “A BRAVE
AND GALLANT SOLDIER.” POOR LATER FOUGHT AT WHITE
PLAINS, SARATOGA, AND MONMOUTH, AND ENDURED THE

WINTER AT VALLEY FORGE. POOR RESIDED IN BOSTON AFTER

THE WAR.
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THIS RELIEF PANEL WERE SCULPTED BY MATHEW TAYLOR.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PETER ERIC ARNELL.












