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As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, Americans are taking time to 

re�ect on the individuals whose courage and determination shaped the nation’s earliest 

moments. Among them is Caesar Rodney, a Delaware statesman whose legendary ride 

on July 1–2, 1776, became a decisive turning point in our nation’s quest for independence. 

Rodney’s journey has long stood as a symbol of personal sacri�ce in service to the ideals 

of liberty. Gravely ill with a long-standing cancerous condition a�ecting his face and 

jaw that caused him chronic pain, Rodney received urgent word that Delaware’s vote for 

independence was deadlocked. Knowing the gravity of the moment, he mounted his horse 

and rode nearly 80 miles through darkness, rain, and a violent storm to reach Philadelphia. 

His arrival broke the tie, allowing Delaware to cast its vote in favor of independence on July 

2, helping to secure the adoption of the Declaration of Independence. 

�e statue of Caesar Rodney commemorates not only this dramatic ride but also 

his broader contributions as a colonial leader, military o�cer, and public servant. 

�roughout his career, Rodney worked to balance the challenges of a divided colony, the 

demands of wartime leadership, and the emerging ideals that would de�ne a new nation. 

As Americans visit historic and cultural sites across the country, Rodney’s story invites 

re�ection on the many individuals, well-known and lesser-known, whose e�orts helped 

build the United States. By exploring these narratives in full, including their triumphs 

and complexities, visitors gain a deeper understanding of the nation’s ongoing journey 

toward a more perfect union. 

Rodney’s legacy endures as a reminder that the path to independence relied on acts of 

extraordinary resolve from ordinary people. His ride is one chapter in a much larger story, 

but it continues to inspire all who seek to understand the origins of American freedom. 
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THIS MONUMENT HONORS THE MEMORY OF THE PRISON SHIP MARTYRS-AMERICAN PATRIOTS 

ABOARD BRITISH PRISON SHIPS WHO ENDURED INHUMANABLE SUFFERING AND DEATH. 

IN THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE, MORE THAN 200,000 AMERICANS SERVED IN THE CONTINENTAL 

ARMY AND MORE THAN 100,000 IN STATE AND LOCAL MILITIAS. NEARLY 7,000 WERE KILLED IN 

ACTION . WE COMMEMORATE THE MORE THAN 11,500 AMERICANS HELD PRISONER ABOARD BRITISH 

SHIPS IN CONDITIONS OF DEPRIVATION AND DISEASE. MORE AMERICANS DIED ON THESE PRISON 

SHIPS THAN IN ALL OF THE WAR'S BATTLES. MANY PRISONERS WILLINGLY ENDURED CAPTIVITY RATHER 

t
1 

THAN RENOUNCE THE PATRIOT CAUSE. THEIR SACRIFICE REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST ENDURING ~ 
CHAPTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
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