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ACTIONSCOMMON TO ALL ALTERNATIVES

The NPS will meet with the Wisconsin DNR and the&in_akes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission and other tribal representagive an annual and as-needed
basis to discuss current research, issues, ananipgseasons.

Target harvest levels will be determined considghioth general public and treaty-
related harvests. Allocation of harvest will bedman consultation with the DNR
and GLIFWC and other tribal representatives coestswith federal court decisions,
other legal authorities and NPS stewardship goals.

To fully implement any of the action alternativdse NPS would work with the State
of Wisconsin, utilizing the state’s regulatory pess, to modify current state
regulations for Deer Management Unit 79.

Where appropriate, current state hunting and treappegulations would be adopted
by the NPS, in accordance with existing regulations

Small game and waterfowl populations within thekpaould be managed as part of
the larger state management unit and applicahie mtgulations that are not in
conflict with federal regulations would be adopbgdthe NPS.

Restrictions to protect resources and visitorarssistent for all alternatives and

include:

= No hunting during peak visitor season (Memorial Bfaypugh Labor Day)

= No hunting or trapping on Gull or Eagle Islandsl¢odal birds)

= Restrictions outlined in the Superintendent’s Conald@m and formal agreements
between the NPS and Tribes.

Should control of any wildlife populations be negdeyond that which can be
accomplished with general public or treaty-reladtadvests, the NPS may employ
more aggressive management actions such as ddhattion (by NPS or under
contract).

If a specific management control effort were cortiddan the winter or spring, rather
than the fall, it would not be done within a 1/2emadius of historically active (in
the past 5 years) eagle nests as long as eaglasiremthe list of federally
threatened and endangered species or within aelradius of historic nesting
locations for piping plover.



Alternative A- No Action (continuation of current management)

Deer

October muzzleloader hunt on Basswood, Oak, Sadd'ark Islands; park-specific
permit required; use of standard hunting tag(shtowested deer

Under current WI regulations, October muzzleloddent could be expanded to all
islands within DMU 79

Mainland unit is included within DMU 3

Long Island is included within DMU 7

If hunting is not adequate to meet management goptens to increase harvest are
limited to the use of DNR issued nuisance perniarrent regulations do not allow
the park to expand hunting opportunities beyondihbezleloader hunt.

Bear

State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions have been adopted by the
park
Park is included within management zone Al

Furbearers

State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions have been adopted by the
park
Park is included within a larger management unit

Small Game

State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions have been adopted by the
park
Park is included within a larger management unit

Water fowl

State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions have been adopted by the
park
Park is included within a larger management unit



Alternative B — No Special Seasons or Park-specific Regulations

General

* To implement this alternative, the NPS would woithvihe state, utilizing the state’s
regulatory process, to modify current regulatigmscsfic to DMU 79. The State of
Wisconsin’s special regulation authorizing the metmader hunt would be
eliminated and hunting that is consistent with entistatewide regulations for deer
reinstated.

* The NPS would also work with the tribes throughgming agreements and
Memoranda of Understanding to achieve goals outlinghis alternative.

Deer

* On an annual basis, the Wisconsin DNR would devspmzific goals and quotas for
state-regulated hunters in DMU 79 (not done now, @stablish hunting seasons,
weapon types, etc. Similar to how the mainland ismnanaged as part of DMU 3,
the state would manage DMU 79. The NPS would asié regulations that are not
in conflict with federal regulations.

* The mainland unit would continue to be managedaatsqi DMU 3.

* Long Island would continue to be managed as pabid) 7.

* If hunting is not adequate to meet management goptns to increase harvest
would be limited to the use of DNR issued nuisgmeenits. However, under this
regulatory framework, nuisance permits would be mmore difficult to obtain than
under Alternative A.

Bear

» State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions would be adopted by the
park.

» Park would continue to be included within a largemagement unit (Zone Al).

Furbearers

» State regulations not in conflict with federal rigions would be adopted by the
park.

» Park would continue to be included within a larggmagement unit.

Small Game and Waterfowl

» State regulations not in conflict with federal rigions would be adopted by the
park.

» Park would continue to be included within a largemagement unit.



Alternative C — Manage for Historic Ecological Habitat Conditioand Diverse
Hunting Experiences

General

To implement this alternative, the NPS would workwthe state, utilizing the state’s
regulatory process, to modify current regulatigmsc#fic to DMU 79. Special
regulations would be needed to expand the deemguséason, allow a wider range
of weapon types, and develop DMU 79-specific tag$ @ermits.

The NPS would also work with the tribes throughgmirg agreements and
Memoranda of Understanding to achieve goals outlinghis alternative.

Deer

DMU 79 would be divided into two zones with diffatenanagement goals:
= Zone 1 (8islands (29% of park’s land acreageanids that historically had
few to no deer — Devils, Eagle, Gull, North Twinjter, Raspberry, Sand,
York) Overall goal is to protect rare vegetatiow aative biological
communities. Because the vegetation on thesedslsrexceptionally
sensitive to deer browse, very few deer could chrsgterm impacts.
Therefore, the goal on these islands is to keeprigabers as low as possible
(e.g., few to no deer). NOTE: Currently (20Q6E only islands where this
goal is not being achieved are Sand and York (8%adf’s land acreage).
Gull and Eagle Islands are closed to hunting tégmtacolonial birds; Gull is
three acres in size and does not provide goodad®stat.
= Zone 2 (12 islands; historically had low to higledpopulations — Basswood,

Bear, Cat, Hermit, Ironwood, Manitou, Michigan, Q&kter, Rocky, South
Twin, Stockton). Overall goal is to protect nathielogical communities;
keep deer populations at or below estimated histeviels (approx. 10/
(Dahlberg and Guettinger 1956).

All of DMU 79 (all islands, except Long) would been to hunting and there would

be an increase in hunting opportunities (e.g.,reld¢d seasons, weapon types, etc.)

Working with the state DNR, DMU 79-specific tagggrermits would be developed

to provide greater incentives for increased haraedtenable wildlife managers to

obtain harvest data in a timely manner. Theseuagsd not count against a hunter’s

standard deer hunting tag.

Long Island would continue to be managed as pdib 7.

The mainland unit would continue to be managedaatsqf DMU 3.

A special muzzleloader hunt during October on Basslhand Oak Islands would

continue

Hunting is the preferred option to managing deenlers within the park. However,

if hunting is not adequate to meet management goeleagement control (e.g.,

liberal seasons, nuisance permits, agency or aatiderd reduction, etc.) would be

used to prevent long-term impacts to other impamantural resources. Although

management control may be needed within Zone 1llikékhood of needing

management control on islands within Zone 2 is Vewy,



Bear

» State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions would be adopted by the
NPS.

» Park would continue to be part of a larger manage:meit (Al).
» Park-specific permit would be developed for DMU-18® enable wildlife managers
to obtain harvest data in a timely manner.

Furbearers

» State regulations not in conflict with federal regions would be adopted by the
park.

* Park would continue to be part of a larger managemeit.

» Park-specific permit would be developed for DMU-18® enable wildlife managers
to obtain harvest data in a timely manner.

Small Game and Waterfowl

» State regulations not in conflict with federal regions would be adopted by the
park.

» Park would continue to be included within a largemagement unit.



Alternative D — Manage for Historic Ecological Habitat Conditsoand Primitive
Hunting Experiences (Preferred Alternative)

General

* To implement this alternative, the NPS would woithwhe state, utilizing the state’s
regulatory process, to modify current regulatignsc#fic to DMU 79. Special
regulations would be needed to expand the deemguséason, specify primitive
weapons for deer, bear and hunted furbearers, @relap DMU 79-specific tags and
permits.

* The NPS would also work with the tribes throughgming agreements and
Memoranda of Understanding to achieve goals outlinghis alternative.

Deer

* Only primitive weapons (e.g., muzzleloader, bow,)etvould be used for hunting

* As in Alternative C, DMU 79 would be divided intwd zones with different
management goals:

= Zone 1 (8islands (29% of park’s land acreageanids that historically had
few to no deer — Devils, Eagle, Gull, North Twinjter, Raspberry, Sand,
York) Overall goal is to protect rare vegetatiow aative biological
communities. Because the vegetation on thesedslsrexceptionally
sensitive to deer browse, very few deer could chrsgterm impacts.
Therefore, the goal on these islands is to keeprigabers as low as possible
(e.g., few to no deer).

= Zone 2 (12 islands; historically had low to higledpopulations — Basswood,
Bear, Cat, Hermit, Ironwood, Manitou, Michigan, Q&kter, Rocky, South
Twin, Stockton). Overall goal is to protect nathielogical communities;
keep deer populations at or below estimated histeviels (approx.
10/mé)(Dahlberg and Guettinger 1956).

» All of DMU 79 would be open to hunting and thereuMbbe increased hunting
opportunities (e.g., extended seasons, etc.).

* Working with the state DNR, DMU 79-specific tagsigrermits would be developed
to provide greater incentives for increased haraadtenable wildlife managers to
obtain harvest data in a timely manner.

* Zone 2 would have a special muzzleloader hunt dudiatober.

* Long Island would continue to be managed as pabid 7.

* The mainland unit would continue to be managedaatsqf DMU 3.

* The use of hunting is the preferred option to margdeer numbers within the park.
However, if hunting is not adequate to meet managegoals, management control
(e.g., liberal seasons, nuisance permits, agencgrdracted herd reduction, etc.)
would be used to prevent long-term impacts to oitin@ortant natural resources.
Although management control may be needed in wifloine 1, the likelihood of
needing management control on islands within Zorsevary low.



Bear

Only primitive weapons (e.g., muzzleloader, bow,)aewould be used for hunting.

State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions would be adopted by the
NPS.

Park would continue to be part of a larger manag¢meit (Al).

Park-specific permit would be developed for DMU-18® enable wildlife managers
to obtain harvest data in a timely manner.

Furbearers

Use of primitive weapons only if animals were huhtather than trapped.

State regulations (hunting and trapping) that atamconflict with federal
regulations would be adopted by the NPS.

Park would continue to be part of a larger managmeit.

NPS permit would be developed for DMU 79 - to erakildlife managers to obtain
harvest data in a timely manner.

Small Game and W aterfowl

State regulations not in conflict with federal riedions would be adopted by the
park.

Park would continue to be included within a largemagement unit.



