Articles from the “Lynchburg Virginian” Newspaper Regarding Joel Sweeney.

The Lynchburg Virginian, December 11, 1845- “Old Joe Sweeney”

“This inimitable Banjo Player is to perform at the Theatre tonight, (Thursday.) He is a native born Virginian, reared in old Buckingham (soon to
be Appomattox.) and after an absence of several years in Europe, where he performed to the astonishment of the Crowned heads there, he was returned
among us, and will make his original Virginia instrument gladder the hearts of our citizens and convulge their sides with laughter. He has with him
Frank Bower the greatest Ethiopian extravaganza extant..”

The Lynchburg Virginian, July 2, 1848- “ Appomattox”

“There will be a Barbecue and Dinner in celebration of the 4. Of July next, at Clover hill- at which time there will be a Sabbath School address,
and procession of the different school- the Declaration of Independence read and an Address delivered on the occasion. A parade by the Troop and a band
of music in attendance, by Joe Sweeney.”

The Lynchburg Virginian, September 4, 1860- “The Military of Appomattox”

“For the last two days our county men have exhibited a military pride and spirit superior to that of days gone by, and in full keeping with the
age and exigencies of the times.

Just at this moment, the men of the 174 ., Appomattox County Regiment are marching our streets, seated on horse-back and in vehicles, under
the full influence of the drum, fife, banjo and violin, the Messrs. Sweeny (Robert* and Samuel) occupying the most prominent position in the band of
music. Their efforts on the violin and banjo stand unequaled, except by the world- renowned Joe Sweeney, who threw around the banjo the first halo of
attraction and importance-demonstrating the fact that genius needs no royal instrument to excite the wonder and admiration of the world, for with the
simple banjo, talented Joe secured the attention and presence of her Majesty, Queen Victoria. The Sweeneys are indeed a wonder!! A mere scientific in
competition with them would be as little observed and respected as the chirping grasshopper amidst the booming cannon.”

*Robert Sweeney was a cousin to Joel and his brothers.
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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

BUREAU OF VITAL RECORDS AND HEALTH STATISTICS
RICHMOND. VIRGINIA

Transcript of a record of death secured by the Commissioner of the Revenue between 1853 and
1896 as required by Chapter 104, Page 846, Section 21, Code of 1873, Acts of 1852, and now in the
keepging of the Virginia Bureau of Vital Statistics, in accordance with Chapter 118, Page 226, Acts
of 1918.

Place of death

County of Appomattox Page_ 155 Line No.__ 132
Magisterial
District of
or
City of
Name of deceased ______ Joel W. Sweeney
Color White Sex Male Age 50 years
Date of death October 29, 1860 Place Appomattox
Cause of death __Dropsy
Names of parents Jno. & T. Sweeney

Birthplace of deceased _Buckingham

Occupation Mugsician o .

Consort-of U’m'?ried

Name and relation of informant Allen Conner, Brother-in-law
Commissiafier of the Revenue George T, Peers

Filed by the Clerk of the Court in the State office ~====

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the recordonfile in the Virginia Bureau of Vital
Statistics, Witness my hand and the seal of the Bureau of Vital Statistics at Richmond, Virginia,

this 16 day of _April , 1968

B T e T

AssistantState Registrar.
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Folk Songwrlters

Gen. J. E. B. Stuart.
Banjoist Joe Sweeney 7
Collaborated on Songs

(Editor's Note: The author of the following article, Miss Vera
Thomas, of Lynchburg, Va., eriginally comes from down Appo-
mattox way, where one of the most colorful figures of all Southern
“musical bistory—Joe Sweeney, song-maker and inventor of the
madern forne of banjo—bad bis bome. In fact, it is more than
likely that some of Joe's descendants may be coming to the ninth
National Folk Festival this year, which will be beld at Constitution
Hall May 6, 7, 8 and 9 [fwo performances each day] and which
is sponsored by the Washington Folk Festival Association. They
have been invited to appear on the programs.

(Miss Thomas is one of the most enthusiastic meenbers of that
band of American ballad-baggers that, by their interest in this
cultural sport, are belping to make American musical bistory.
Miss Thomas says in ber letter accompanying the article:

("1 bope you may be interested in Joe and bis songs, for I feel
that be is wnique in what be has added to our folk songs, and that
bistory bas neglected bhim. Dying at a time when the whole
Sonth was all but dying, and in the most forlorn spot of the
South, bistary was too busy with the ‘lost cause’ to bother about
Joe and what he should mean to posterity. When I first had an
article such as this in Holland's Magazine about Joe Sweeney I
veceived letters from many parts of the counéry, some remembering
tales and snatches of songs banded down by their parents and
grand pavents, and one old lady in ber ninetics, desolate over the
fate of “that gay Joe Sweeney’ whom she remembered as the life
of the party on those all-night dances led by dashing Jeb Stuart—
the Fred Astaire of those days and close friend and collaborator
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of Joe Sweeney.”)

By Vera Thomas

Joe Sweeney, Minstrel of Ap-
pomatox, who always appeared
with his beloved banjo in his
hand, was one of the most ro-
mantlc figures in all Southern
music in those days just “Befare
the War." He and Gen. J. E. B.
Jeb Stuart, who ! was the top

dansaw af tham 11 sallabarated’

ereasing rather than diminishing
with the passing of years. Mosl
recently a “Joe Sweeney Band”
haz sprung up in Appomatox to
perpetuate his memory and his
lively tunes.

Perhaps best remembered by
the few remaining Graycoals iz
his song written for the cavalry

Joe Swei

‘Stuart) pul”Kls Tminu oy 8

.along with Sweeney when the

Civil War came along and a
wealth of entertaining songs re-
sulted. There was no organized
entertainment in the C. S. A. as
in the A. E. F. of World War L
Sweeney was not t0 win fame
for any military exploit yet Fate
in & strange fashion linked his
name inseparably with any real

feeuliar to poor whiles and the
Hegroes gmong whom they had
srown up, It was something
rew and a gold mine for them,
The Southerner in those days
was a novelty in the North, and
ioe porirayed the drollery and
Y mantic sides of plantation life
v the Yankees,

u‘ijinor&d by Queen

ved the banjo while Gen. Stuart led the dance.

ahead of him. One day, stop4
ping by a cabin in a sirange
neighborhood, he saw a banjo
on g bed inside.

“What's that?”
Sweeney.

“A banjo,”" answered the wom-
an who owned the cabin.

“Banjo? I'd like to hear it
Who plays 12"

Thc woman stepped to the

said Joe







POPULARIZER C
THE BANJO
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Nearby is buried Joel Walker Sweeney (c
18660), the musician who redesigned
African instrument into the modern
string banjo that is known today. Alt
slaves apparently added the fifth stri
what had been a four-string instr
Sweeney - popularized the new form o
minstrel circuit. He toured with his
brothers, Sam and Dick, in minstrel shows
1831 until his death in 1860. During the
War, Sam Sweeney served as Maj. Gen.
Stuart’s personal banjo picker until Sw
death in the winter of 1863-1864.

" DEPARTMENT oF HIBTORIO RESOURCES, 199°




ll NEARBY 1S BURE
D JOEL
SWEENEY (ciRca 1810-1880), H'UASIchIiE ¢

AND DEVELOPER OF THE FIVE-
STRING BANJO. IN 183 snzz':é :
LAUNCHED HIMSELF AND HIS TWO J¥
BROTHERS. SAM AND DICK. ON A I
VS SERIES OF MINSTREL TOURS THAT K
@R CONTINUED UNTIL HIS DEATH i
FY TWENTY-NINE YEARS LATER. — J78

__ yIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS couMission 872




Readings of Sam Sweeney during the Civil War

Burke Davis. JEB Stuart- The Last Cavalier, Rinehart & Co., Inc. New York 1957

“ But Stuart must have more music. He coveted a banjo player in the Appomattox County regiment of Colonel T.T. Munford,
one Sam Sweeney, a dark, handsome man in his early thirties who made such music as Stuart had never heard. Sam Sweeney
was the younger brother of Joe Sweeney, said to be the “inventor” of the banjo . . .Joe had died before, and now Sam carried on
his minstrelsy. Stuart abducted him.

Colonel Munford left a plaint.

“Stuarts feet would shuffle at Sweeney’s presence, or naming. He issued an order for him to report at his quarters and
“detained” him “ . ..

So there was always music. Sweeney on the banjo, Mulatto Bob on the bones, a couple of fiddlers, Negro singers and
dancers, the ventriloquist and others who caught Stuart’s eye. Sweeney rode with Stuart on the outpost day and night. Stuart

often sang and Sweeney plucked the strings behind him. . . .

... Stuart had the staff busy. San Sweeney left on some errand, and a young woman, riding a public coach in the
Shenandoah Valley, had a vivid recollection of the musician: “Never shall I forget that moonlight stage ride to Harrisonburg,.
There were three ladies and four gentlemen on the inside and three on top of the stage, one of whom was General Stuart’s
banjoist. His music was so bright and gay, that I could not keep my feet still.”

CHARLESTON MERCURY, January 16, 1863, p. 1, c. 2-3
Richmond, Tuesday, January 13.

.. .Are your readers aware that Gen. J.E.B. Stuart carries with him wherever he goes, in all his circuits and raids, a brother of
Joe Sweeney, the famous banjo player? Such is the fact. Sweeney is also a banjoist, and Stuart calls him his band. He carries
his banjo behind his saddle, wrapped up in a piece of oil cloth, and whenever the cavalry stop, even to water their horses, the
band strikes up on the banjo and picks a merry air. The performance of the banjo band in Pennsylvania drove several Dutch
farmers raving distracted, for Sweeney swore that his banjo strings were made out of the viscera of their departed relatives and
friends!



J.E.B. Stuart, in a letter to his wife Flora, January 30, 1864

”I Suppose you heard the sad tidings of poor Sweeney’s death. He died of small-pox while I was gone. His loss is deeply
felt.”
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/.A’/‘/ , Co # , 2 Reg't Virginia Cavalry.

Appears on
Company Muster Roll

of the organization named above,

for e VALM ,1862."

Last paid:
. By vfhom.M M __________
To what time @’e‘/ 5/ 186

Present or absant,---%:é__ R

Field officers for the 2d Regiment Virginia Cavalry (also
known as the 30th Regiment Virginia Volunteers) were appointed
May 8, 1881, and the ten companies, A 10 K, of which it was com-

sed were enlisted for one year on various dates from May 11 t0
glome 8,1861. It was originally in the service of the State of Vir-
ginia but was accepted into the service of the Confederate
States on July 1, 1861, and was reorganized under the Re-enlist-
meut Act, April 24, 1862, ;
' . SRR Aoy
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Name appears on a

Register*

of Officers and Soldiers of the Army of the Con-
federate States who were killed in battle,or who
died of wounds or disease.

Where and from What cause . <= =

*This register appears to have been compiled {n the Adjutaot
and Inspector General's Ofice from returns furnished by Hospl-
tuls and by Regimental and Company Officers.

Confed. Arch., Chap. 10, File No. 8, pagez.éé/
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This drawing by Frank Vizetelly app
(seated in tent) playing
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eared in the "Ilustrated London News" in 1862 and depicts Sam Sweeney






Notices at the Congressional Cemetery Where Richard Sweeney is buried.

Sweeney, Richard A. d. 10 Feb 1859 32 yrs.

Sweeney. On the night of the 10th instant, after a brief illness of disease of the lungs,
Richard A. Sweeney, aged 32 years, late Manager of the Sweeney Troupe. His funeral
will take place from the residence of F. Zimmerman, on H street north, between 5th and
6th streets west, at 10 o'clock a.m. on Sunday morning, the 13th inst.

The Evening Star, February 12, 1859

Sudden Deaths

Dick Sweeney, a favorite performer of Joe Sweeney’s Burlesque Opera Troupe, died
suddenly at his boarding house in this city the night before last from hemorrhage(sic) of
the lungs.









