
Articles from the “Lynchburg Virginian” Newspaper Regarding Joel Sweeney. 
 
 
 
The Lynchburg Virginian, December 11,  1845- “Old Joe Sweeney” 
 “This inimitable Banjo Player is to perform at the Theatre tonight, (Thursday.) He is a native born Virginian, reared in old Buckingham (soon to 
be Appomattox.) and after an absence of several years in Europe, where he performed to the astonishment of the Crowned heads there, he was returned 
among us, and will make his original Virginia instrument gladder the hearts of our citizens and convulge their sides with laughter. He has with him 
Frank Bower the greatest Ethiopian extravaganza extant..” 
 
The Lynchburg Virginian, July 2, 1848- “Appomattox” 
 “There will be a Barbecue and Dinner in celebration of the 4th. Of July next, at Clover hill- at which time there will be a Sabbath School address, 
and procession of the different school- the Declaration of Independence read and an Address delivered on the occasion. A parade by the Troop and a band 
of music in attendance, by Joe Sweeney.” 
 
The Lynchburg Virginian, September 4, 1860- “The Military of Appomattox” 

“For the last two days our county men have exhibited a military pride and spirit superior to that of days gone by, and in full keeping with the 
age and exigencies of the times. 

Just at this moment, the men of the 174th ., Appomattox County Regiment are marching our streets, seated on horse-back and in vehicles, under 
the full influence of the drum, fife, banjo and violin, the Messrs. Sweeny (Robert* and Samuel) occupying the most prominent position in the band of 
music. Their efforts on the violin and banjo stand unequaled, except by the world- renowned Joe Sweeney, who threw around the banjo the first halo of 
attraction and importance-demonstrating the fact that genius needs no royal instrument to excite the wonder and admiration of the world, for with the 
simple banjo, talented Joe secured the attention and presence of her Majesty, Queen Victoria. The Sweeneys are indeed a wonder!! A mere scientific in 
competition with them would be as little observed and respected as the chirping grasshopper amidst the booming cannon.” 
 
*Robert Sweeney was a cousin to Joel and his brothers. 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



Readings of Sam Sweeney during the Civil War 
 
Burke Davis. JEB Stuart- The Last Cavalier,  Rinehart & Co., Inc. New York 1957  
 
 “ But Stuart must have more music. He coveted a banjo player in the Appomattox County regiment of Colonel T.T. Munford, 
one Sam Sweeney, a dark, handsome man in his early thirties who made such music as Stuart had never heard. Sam Sweeney 
was the younger brother of Joe Sweeney, said to be the “inventor” of the banjo . . .Joe had died before, and now Sam carried on 
his minstrelsy. Stuart abducted him. 
 Colonel Munford left a plaint. 
“Stuarts feet would shuffle at Sweeney’s presence, or naming. He issued an order for him to report at his quarters and 
“detained” him “ . . .  
 So there was always music. Sweeney on the banjo, Mulatto Bob on the bones, a couple of fiddlers, Negro singers and 
dancers, the ventriloquist  and others who caught Stuart’s eye. Sweeney rode with Stuart on the outpost day and night. Stuart 
often sang  and Sweeney plucked the strings behind him. . . . 
 
 . . .  Stuart had the staff busy. San Sweeney left on some errand, and a young woman, riding a public coach in the 
Shenandoah Valley, had a vivid recollection of the musician: “Never shall I forget that moonlight stage ride to Harrisonburg. 
There were three ladies and four gentlemen on the inside and three on top of the stage, one of whom was General Stuart’s 
banjoist. His music was so bright and gay, that I could not keep my feet still.” 
 
 
 
 
CHARLESTON MERCURY, January 16, 1863, p. 1, c. 2-3       
Richmond, Tuesday, January 13. 
 . . .Are your readers aware that Gen. J.E.B. Stuart carries with him wherever he goes, in all his circuits and raids, a brother of 
Joe Sweeney, the famous banjo player?  Such is the fact.  Sweeney is also a banjoist, and Stuart calls him his band.  He carries 
his banjo behind his saddle, wrapped up in a piece of oil cloth, and whenever the cavalry stop, even to water their horses, the 
band strikes up on the banjo and picks a merry air.  The performance of the banjo band in Pennsylvania drove several Dutch 
farmers raving distracted, for Sweeney swore that his banjo strings were made out of the viscera of their departed relatives and 
friends! 
 
 
 



 
J.E.B. Stuart,  in a letter to his wife Flora, January 30, 1864 
 ”I Suppose you heard the sad tidings of poor Sweeney’s death. He died of small-pox while I was gone. His loss is deeply 
felt.” 
 
 





            This drawing by Frank Vizetelly appeared in the "Illustrated London News" in 1862 and depicts Sam Sweeney 
(seated in tent) playing   
 



 



 
 

Notices at the Congressional Cemetery Where Richard Sweeney is buried. 
 

        Sweeney, Richard A. d. 10 Feb 1859 32 yrs.  
 
 

Sweeney. On the night of the 10th instant, after a brief illness of disease of the lungs, 
Richard A. Sweeney, aged 32 years, late Manager of the Sweeney Troupe. His funeral 
will take place from the residence of F. Zimmerman, on H street north, between 5th and 
6th streets west, at 10 o'clock a.m. on Sunday morning, the 13th inst.  

 
The Evening Star, February 12, 1859  
Sudden Deaths  
Dick Sweeney, a favorite performer of Joe Sweeney’s Burlesque Opera Troupe, died 
suddenly at his boarding house in this city the night before last from hemorrhage(sic) of 
the  lungs.  

 



 



 


