
 
 



 
 



         2315 M St N.W. 
         Washington 
  
 
 
         Dec 21 1882 
My dear Mrs. Custer, 
 Your very kind favor of Oct. 16th was duly received and not answered earlier. 
Knowing you were busy seeing the Old Country and could hardly have time to read a line 
from me. I was so glad to get the address of Captain Simms.  
  I gave the flag of truce to Gen. Custer (first taking a small piece for myself) 
because I felt he who led our charge was 
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the proper person to have the relic. It came into my possession at the truce. Gordon & 
Longstreet requested me to stay the Federal infantry line of battle that was closing in on 
them from the South west at short range.  
 I consented to go direct out to that line with Simms same message and truce (the 
old towel) if Simms would accompany me. He consented and we ran the risk of being 
shot with so small a truce to stop so large a line of battle in action. 
 The towel was in my possession 
(page 3) 
of course at the close of the excitement Simms was gone. We were ordered away at an 
early hour after. And in the matter of relics I thought I had the best one from the field. 
It had been used to meet and stop our cavalry Corps of 10,000 men and light artillery 
with Gen. Custer at the head. I was by his side as his ranking staff officer. He said 
quickly Whitaker go with this officer & say to Gen Lee that the charge  
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can not be stopped except on our an announcement of an unconditional surrender as I am 
not sole in command on the field. 

I shall reach Simms soon and attempt to convince him that the truce is a 
legitimate trophy in our hands and I should be proud to be its possessor again. 
 I am now trying to obtain a pension for Mrs. Gen. Kilpatrick. 
 I had Bailly’s statuette of Gen Custer on exhibition in the Capitol Rotunda at the 
late Garfield fair where it was much liked. 
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We have recently organized a Grand Army Post here composed solely of sons of Union 
soldiers and the name George A. Custer Post No. 1 has been selected. Reno is trying to 
return to the return to the Army he so often disgraced. He applies at the Senate and shall 
never succeed. 
 Excuse my lazy scribble and believe me as ever yours sincerely 
    E. W. Whitaker 
 
  


