[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

o AN

4

™




Antietam Sesquicentennial Event
Essay Contest
Eligibility: This contest is open to students in grades K-12 in Washington County, MD and neighboring counties.  This includes Frederick and Cumberland counties of MD, Franklin, Fulton, and Adams counties of PA, Jefferson, Berkeley, and Morgan counties of WV, and Loudoun county of VA.  Any student who lives within one of those counties or attends a school located within the county is eligible.    
Submissions: Participants must submit a one (1) page essay responding to the question designated for their grade level. Each student may only submit one entry.  A completed “Writer Information Sheet” must be included with all submissions. All historical material presented should be accurate. 
Entries must be received no later than 4 pm on Friday, July 27, 2012 and can be hand delivered to the Antietam National Battlefield Visitor Center or mailed to:
Christy Tew
Antietam National Battlefield

P.O. Box 158

Sharpsburg, MD 21782

Special Instructions:

K-2:  Write your answer in 1-3 sentences and create a picture of what you would do.  The picture should be on a plain sheet of 8.5 x 11 paper.  Please include your answer on a separate sheet. 
3-5:  Write your answer in approximately 150 words.  Explain your answer.  What character traits influence your decision? (ex: compassion, bravery, etc.)   Essay should be hand written on one side of an 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper.
6-8:  Write your letter in 300-500 words.  Letter should fit onto one side of an 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper and should adhere to a proper letter format.  Essay should be typed. 
9-12:  Essay should be approximately 500 words and must be typed, single spaced, and fit onto one side of an 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper.
Display: All participants must be willing to have their work displayed in the Family and Youth tent during the Antietam Sesquicentennial on September 14-17, 2012.  If you would like your work back, please contact Christy Tew after the event at 301-432-4567, or Christy_Tew@nps.gov to arrange for it to be mailed back to you. 

Judging: Each piece will be judged by a team of park rangers, teachers, historians, and/or local officials.  The rubrics for each level are attached.
Winners: A first, second, and third place winner will be chosen from each age group.  Winners will be recognized and awarded prizes from the Western Maryland Interpretive Association bookstore.   The High School winner will also receive a $50 scholarship prize from the Sharpsburg Historical Society.  Winning essays will be displayed in the youth tent at the Antietam Sesquicentennial from September 14-17, 2012.  Winners may be contacted with the possibility of reading their essays during the event.
For any questions regarding any rules or submissions please write to Christy_Tew@nps.gov or call 301-432-4567.
Writer Information Sheet
Name:









    Grade:  
School:  
Phone Number:
Address:


Please check the box next to the essay prompt you will be answering:


K-5 


6-8



9-12


*Please make sure to include your name on your submission—either at the top of the essay, or as the signature of the letter.*
I give Antietam National Battlefield rights to use artwork and essays at the Antietam Sesquicentennial event, on their website, and in future publications and materials.  
Signature _____________________________________________________ Date _________________

Parent or Guardian if under 18 

Signature _____________________________________________________ Date _________________
Antietam National Battlefield 


Sharpsburg, Maryland





National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior





On September 17, 1862 soldiers from all over the nation clashed here in the bloodiest single day in American history.  On that day 150 years ago, soldiers and civilians witnessing the battle surely wondered what the future held for the nation and for humanity. Write a letter to the people who were here telling them everything you think is important about the last 150 years.  This might include:


How we remember them and their actions here,


The outcome of the Civil War and its lasting impact,


Other historical events on the journey to freedom for all Americans,


Changes in communication, medicine, and technology of war. 








The Battle of Antietam gave President Lincoln the victory he needed to issue the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.  Do you think the Civil War solved the issue of freedom for all Americans?   Explain your answer, using examples from history and/or your personal experience.  If you answered no, do you think the issue has been solved today, 150 years later?  





150 years ago the Battle of Antietam happened close by your home and school.  The people who lived here in 1862 saw the soldiers march by their homes and had to make a choice.  Some of them decided to join the army, and some of them watched the battle.  Some of them hid and some left their homes.  Others helped the soldiers by giving them food or helping those who were hurt.  What would you have done when the soldiers marched by your house?  








