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 E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

Thousands of American prisoners of war were eventually transported on “hell ships” to other 

locations including Japan where they were used as slave labor in mines, manufacturing plants, and 

shipyards. Americans and other prisoners of war were also used to construct the Thai-Burma 

Railway, made famous in the novel The Bridge Over The River Kwai and the subsequent movie.  The 

exhibit documents the life of American prisoners of war in the Philippines and Japan through 

photographs, diaries and items used in the daily struggle to survive.   

 

Andersonville National Historic Site is located 10 miles south of Oglethorpe, GA and 10 miles 

northeast of Americus, GA on Georgia Highway 49. The site features the National Prisoner of War 

Museum, Andersonville National Cemetery and the site of the historic Civil War prison, Camp 

Sumter. Andersonville National Historic Site is a unit of the National Park System and serves as a 

memorial to all American prisoners of war. Park grounds are open from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. with 

the museum opening at 9:00 a.m. Admission is free. For more information on the park, call 229 924-

0343, visit on the web at www.nps.gov/ande/, or find us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/AndersonvilleNPS 

 

www.nps.gov 
 

About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 

397 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and 

create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  
 


