Half Day in Anchorage – Looking For a Little Outdoor Adventure?
Turnagain Arm Trail (Chugach State Park) 
This 9.4 mile trail located above scenic Turngain Arm just outside of Anchorage, is the perfect hike for those seeking true Alaskan beauty, as well as a good workout. The maintained trail leads hikers through spruce forests, birch and alder groves, and flower-filled meadows. It also provides spectacular views of the Chugach Mountains to the north and the Kenai Mountains across Turnagain Arm. 

For more information, visit: http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/units/chugach/turnagan.htm 
Eagle River Nature Center

Whether you’re looking for an intense hike, a guided walk, or an educational workshop, this is the place for you. With four trails ranging from less than a mile to over 26, and only a short drive away from Anchorage, this center provides fun for any nature enthusiast. If you’re interested in a guided hike, the center provides educational walking tours on a variety of topics for a small fee. Special workshops also take place nearly every day in subjects ranging from Astrophotography to Natural History. There’s something for everyone at the Eagle River Nature Center! 
For more information, visit: http://www.ernc.org 
Chugach State Park – Flattop Mountain  
Located about 15 minutes from Downtown Anchorage, this is one of Alaska’s most popular hikes. This 3,510 foot (1,070m) mountain, literally with a “flat-top,” is a relatively moderate hike, with well maintained trails and a spectacular view from the top. However, being a nice hike isn’t its only claim to fame. Berry picking, climbing, parasailing, and backcountry skiing can also be done when the season is right. If you’ve got a few hours to spare, this is the place to do it! 

For more information, visit: http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/units/chugach/hilltrip.htm 
Eklutna Lake

This valley, carved by the Elkutna Glacier and settled amidst the Chugach Mountains, is a scenic area for year round recreation. Here, you can enjoy the picturesque area by renting a canoe or kayak, biking the 13 mile long paved trail along the lake side, simply taking a stroll on the rocky beach, or camping in one of the fifty campgrounds. This area also offers several hikes suitable for a range of skill levels—there’s even one that extends up into the glacier! However, be sure to be prepared for any sort of weather as it’s known to change rapidly. Eklutna also offers several winter activities; cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, and dog mushing can be enjoyed in the snowy months. 
For more information, visit: http://www.dnr.state.ak.us/parks/units/chugach/eklutna.htm 
