A Living Legacy

“American Memorial Park will serve as the surrogate
memory and living legacy for future generations to
comprehend and appreciate the sacrifices, ordeals, and
lessons of this segment of World War 11 history.”

—Jonathan B. Jarvis
National Park Service

Changing Cultures,
Changing Perspectives

The Chamorros

The seafaring Chamorro people originally settled the
Mariana Islands over 3,500 years ago, sailing large
outrigger canoes known as “proas” from Southeast Asia.
Around 1,000 years ago, they began constructing two-
piece megalithic pillar structures out of limestone. These
“latte stone” creations still exist on several Mariana
Islands. Although they have endured centuries of change,
the Chamorro spirit lives on in its people. Today their
descendants predominantly use the Chamorro language
and continue to preserve their culture and traditions.

New Arrivals: Spanish and Carolinians

Explorer Ferdinand Magellan first sighted the Marianas
when he crossed the Pacific in 1521 and made landfall on
Guam. Spain officially claimed Saipan in 1565 and later
named the islands for their queen, Mariana. Residents
were forcibly removed to Rota and Guam under Spanish
rule. Saipan remained uninhabited for decades until
Carolinians from Satawal under Chiefs Aghurubw and
Nguschul sought refuge there after a typhoon destroyed
their island. Around 1815 the Carolinians founded a village
called Arabwal in what is now American Memorial Park.

Japanese Influence

In 1899, after losing the Spanish-American War, Spain sold
the Marianas (excluding Guam) to Germany, who ruled the
islands until losing them in World War I. Japan assumed
control in 1914, improving health conditions and boosting
the economy by exporting and importing various food
products. By the time the United States attacked Saipan in
1944, thousands of Japanese, Okinawans, Koreans, and
Taiwanese immigrants inhabited the island.

More Information
American Memorial Park
P.O. Box 5198 CHRB
Saipan, MP 96950

(670) 234-7207
WWW.Nps.gov/amme

Saipan Today

After World War Il, the United Nations Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands administered the Northern Mariana Islands. In
1978 a commonwealth established in political union with the
United States led to the unique island democracy enjoyed by
the diverse, multicultural island community today.

Reflect and Remember

The Court of Honor (below) is a memorial to the
American military personnel who died during the
Marianas Campaign of World War II. In honor of
their sacrifices, the names of the fallen are inscribed
on the memorial plaques. The Marianas Memorial
(right) honors Chamorros and Carolinians who
perished during the war.
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To learn more about the Pacific
war, visit www.nps.gov/wapa. To
discover more about the National
Park System, visit www.nps.gov.

«vGPo 2014 740 444
ecycled paper.

Marianas
Memorial.
NPS

FDO 7|
‘otH|Z|ZF M2 2 mt='of = ‘od| et ot2|okLt
7 M2 2it MACHE Z Of2|ofLt TIE0f| A
AMEE MRHES F25HE HALIcE M2 o|Zat
Ot2lotLt FRIEo| S&2 FolztD, ME X ZFT
FHStAIZIELICE 2EY, AlO|HOIM 8 £ e
S HT &1t RS 22 Solf Ahedo| AlH|EH
AM2E BHE| = = UE IEF 4%40] 0.53 km?Q!
0| B0l Hez BE5E|= HE {75 25
Z5tet 1850 =/7F MAlstn ‘219 o, E7| E2 012
km? B%o| &X|CHet WO 2E % £ft &
CHAMQILCH

LCICED]

PHOTO © JACK HARDY

An Environment to
Appreciate and Preserve

The devastation of Saipan in World War Il resulted in
grave consequences for the island’s coral reefs,
beaches, wildlife, and vegetation. Non-native plants
and animals introduced during colonial times now
threaten to overwhelm Saipan’s natural habitat.
Fortunately, ongoing scientific research and environ-
mental restoration efforts are proving successful in
preserving Saipan'’s resources. Explore the forests,
paths, and shores within the park’s 133 acres to
appreciate the island’s natural diversity.

A Sanctuary for Rare
Plants and Animals

From the knee-like roots of the

mangrove trees (Bruguiera

gymnorhiza) projecting above

saltwater swamps to the native

giant ferns (Achrosticum), reed

marshes (Phragmites), and drier

ironwood groves (Casuarina

equisetifolia), the park’s forests

shelter a colorful array of

native lizards, tree snails, Micronesian honeyeater.
insects, and crabs. Among the 18 PHOTO © LESLIE WARE
bird species found in the park, sev-

eral are federally protected under

the Endangered Species Act, including the Mariana
moorhen and the Mariana nightingale reed warbler.

Learn, Protect, and Enjoy

The 30-acre wetland and mangrove
forest within American Memorial Park
provides habitat rarely found in

the Northern Marianas.
Mangroves occupy an
essential role in this
ecosystem because

they stabilize the
shoreline, absorb
nutrients, and filter
runoff water from the
land. These specialized
trees also serve as a
buffer to adjacent
waters, which are home
to threatened green and
endangered hawksbill sea turtles. The park offers
opportunities to learn about how to protect this
vulnerable and unique environment so it will thrive
and endure for future generations to enjoy.

Blue-banded king crow butterfly.
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Gnarled mangrove wetlands harbor birds, crabs, and fish.

Visitors enjoy walking, swimming, and windsurfing at Micro Beach.

UTUTb M NOMHUTb

Mnowaagp Cnaebl 1 MapuaHckuin Memopuan B
AMepUKaHCKOM MeMOopUanbHOM Napke crnyxat
MecTamy NOMWHOBEHUS NOrnBLLNX BO BpeEMSI
MapuaHckor kamnaHum Bo BTopon MMpoOBOW BOMHE.
OT1a BoWHa 3abpana K1M3H1 MHOXeCcTBa
amMepuKaHCKMX conaat u xutenen MapunaHckmnx
OCTPOBOB, YHUUTOXWIA PaCTUTENBHOCTb U HaHecna
CYLLECTBEHHbIN YPOH KOpasnnoBbiM pudam.
CerogHsa 6narogapsi UCKMUYNTENBHON
CNOCOBHOCTM NPUPOALI K CAMOBOCCTaHOBIEHNIO
CannaH BHOBb 6raroyxaeT NbILLHOW 3€MEHbI0 U
MaHWUT Npo3payHbIMU Bogamu. B napke nnowaabto
53,8 ra ceriyac obutatoT 18 BUAoB NTuu, ABa 13
KOTOPbIX HAXOOATCA No4 Yrpo3on BbIMMpaHus. Ha
TEppUTOPUM NapKa TakxKe Haxo4saTCa peakue
MaHrpoBble nieca u 3abofoYeHHbIe 3eMNU
nnowageto 12,1 ra.
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http://www.nps.gov/wapa
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