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Sacrifice, Honor,

and Remembrance

American Memorial Park honors the sacrifices of
American military personnel and island residents
involved in the World War II Marianas Campaign.
In mid-1944, thousands lost their lives fighting over

A Critical Assault

The Invasion

Seizure of the Mariana Islands occurred in the third
year of the war. Saipan, a major Japanese military
base, was considered critical for use as an airfield for
new American bombers that could easily strike Japan.
With 24,000 civilians in urban centers protected by
30,000 Japanese troops, Saipan proved tactically
difficult to conquer. American Navy vessels shelled
the island for days before 71,000 American troops
stormed ashore on June 15, 1944. Japan’s leaders
were surprised as they wrongly anticipated an attack
further south in the Pacific. Undaunted, the Japanese
mustered brutal counterattacks that eventually killed
or wounded nearly 25 percent of the invading
American troops.

Battle of the Philippine Sea

American troops had been ashore just a few days
when the Japanese Navy decided to destroy the US
Navy in a final decisive battle. Waves of Japanese
aircraft attacked the American fleet from June 19
to 20. As well-trained, experienced American pilots
shot down nearly 500 Japanese planes, US subma-
rines sank enemy aircraft carriers. The Japanese
fleet would never recover. Their troops on other
islands could no longer be resupplied, reinforced,
or evacuated. The lopsided battle was soon
referred to as the “Marianas Turkey Shoot.”

Turning Point

Saipan fell to the Americans on July 9, 1944,
after the deaths of nearly the entire Japanese
garrison. The loss of Saipan led directly to the
resignation of Japanese Prime Minister Hideki
Tojo and his entire cabinet. For the first time
in the war, defeat could not be hidden from
the Japanese people. Within six months,
Mariana-based American B-29 bombers
attacked and destroyed almost all

large Japanese cities. These attacks,
culminating in the use of atomic

bombs, ultimately ended the war.
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“Our war was lost
with the loss of Saipan.”

. . . . . 90°E
—Japanese Vice Admiral Miwa Shigeyoshi
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Japanese

the strategic island of Saipan. The park is now a
“living memorial” and place of remembrance that
offers visitors diverse cultural, natural, and
recreation opportunities.

US Army reinforcements
\ land on Saipan.
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Air battle as seen from
USS Birmingham.
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“I have always considered Saipan

the decisive battle of the Pacific [for it] breached
Japan’s inner defense line and opened the way

Battle of Saipan Jjune 15-July 9, 1944

(4) July 9. Rather than surrender,
hundreds of Japanese civilians commit
suicide, many by leaping off the cliffs
on the island’s northern end.

Marpi Point
(3) July 7. Several thousand
Japanese soldiers directly assault
American lines in the largest
all-out attack of the war.
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GARAPAN (2) American military
personnel give
descriptive names to
areas that experience
fierce fighting and
high casualties.
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(1) June 15. Americans land on Saipan.
Japanese defenders use the island’s
rugged topography to launch an
effective counterattack.
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Battle of Saipan,

June 15-July 9, 1944

Allied military advance,
1942-1945
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to the home islands.”
—Lt. General Holland Smith
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The Human Cost

The fighting for Saipan came at a heavy price. The
villages of Garapan and Chalan Kanoa were leveled,
and the human toll was staggering. American forces
suffered over 3,250 killed in action and more than
13,000 wounded. Fighting almost to the last indi-
vidual, the Japanese defenders experienced
devastating casualties, with nearly the entire
30,000-man garrison lost.

During the weeks of battle, desperate civilians were
caught between the opposing forces. As American
troops advanced across the island, they found
Chamorro and Korean laborers—including women
and children—hiding in caves. On July 9, Marines
encountered a final horror at Marpi Point. Japanese
propaganda had led civilians to believe they would
be tortured by occupying forces. Rather than risk
capture by the Americans, hundreds of Japanese
civilians jumped to their deaths from high cliffs.
Others committed suicide with grenades or were
killed by Japanese soldiers.

Owver 3,250 Americans died in the
battle for Saipan, while an estimated
30,000 Japanese perished.
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American soldiers often put their own lives in jeopardy to
save non-combatants like this woman and her children.
Many islanders hid in a system of caves, which were also
occupied by Japanese defenders. Trapped and fearful, they
endured sickness and starvation.

Hawaii

The US Marine Corps broke a
144-year tradition and enlisted
the first African American
marines in 1942. Known as
"Montford Point

Marines” after their
segregated camp site

at Camp Lejeune in

North Carolina, they

first entered into

combat on Saipan.

Cook 3rd Class Timerlate
Kirven (left) and Steward'’s
Assistant 2nd Class Samuel
J. Love, Sr., display Purple
Hearts awarded for wounds
received on Saipan.
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MupoBol BoviHe. Apmus CLLA wTypMom B3sina ocTpoB
CarinaH, HaxoaMBLUMICS MOA KOHTPOMEM SNMOHCKMX BOMCK,
15 nioHs 1944 roga. HanpsipkeHHast BMTBa Ha cyLle u
HacTtynnexue cpnota CLUA B dununnmHckom mope
3aBepLumnmcb nobenon CoeanHeHHbix LLTaToB 9 utons.

B cpaxxeHun norméno okosno 30 000 sinoHckmx u bonee
3250 amepurKaHCKMX BOEHHOCYXawux. bonbLlune notepm
ObInM 1 cpean MYpHOro HaceneHus. Bekope nocne aToro
Ha CannaHe, TuHnaHe u N'yame 661Ny NOCTPOEHBI
amepuKaHcK/e aspoapoMbl ANS NOAAEPKKM HAaCTyNNeHns
Ha OCHOBHYO TeppuToputo AnoHnnM. BombapanpoBLLMKM
B-29, oTnpaBneHHble C 9TUX OCTPOBOB, BKNOYadA ABa
BOOPY>KEHHbIX aTOMHbIMM 6oMbamu, aTakoBany OCHOBHbIE
ropoga AnoHuK, YTO NOMOXNIIO KOHEL, BOVHE.
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