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ALA KAHAKAI NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL AWARDED AMERICA’S BEST IDEA GRANT 

Nineteen national parks receive grants from the National Park Foundation to support interactive and engaging projects that will strengthen Americans’ connection with their national parks

KAILUA-KONA, HI (May 24, 2011)– The National Park Foundation announced today that it is proud to award Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail a grant to support the launch of “Sense of Place: Music and Talk Story”, its new innovative project that creates small informal music events to share and preserve stories of three communities along the Trail. The grant is part of the National Park Foundation’s America’s Best Idea, a nationwide program which connects underserved and under-engaged populations throughout the United States with their national parks in innovative and meaningful ways.

“It is an honor to receive this grant because it fulfills the dreams of those who want to share their stories and songs.” said Aric Arakaki, Superintendent of the Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail program.  “With this project, we will bring people together at gatherings that celebrate the past, present and future of each community and allow us to appreciate and continue to nurture our unique culture.”

The project will provide venues for people to recollect, experience and connect through music and talk story about each place’s particular characteristics, lifestyles and people.  The Ala Kahakai Trail Association and Hui Kuapa will provide supportive services to community-based groups to build their creative capacities. The events will be located on the west side of Hawaii island and invite youth through elders to participate. Updates and details will be posted on the trail’s website www.nps.gov/alka.

“We must create opportunities for all Americans to have access to and enjoy their national parks,” said Neil Mulholland, President and CEO of the National Park Foundation.  “With these grants we’re connecting more and more people to the parks, while building and strengthening long-lasting support, appreciation and commitment to protecting ‘America’s Best Idea’.”

Inspired by the epic Ken Burns documentary The National Parks: America’s Best Idea, the National Park Foundation, in partnership with Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation, the Anschutz Foundation and the Ahmanson Foundation, awarded America’s Best Idea grants to 19 national parks across the country. 

A full list of grantees and project descriptions will be available on the National Park Foundation website. 

ABOUT Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail
Established in 2000 for the preservation, protection and interpretation of traditional Native Hawaiian culture and natural resources, the Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail is a 175-mile system of ancient and historic trails full of cultural and historical significance. It traverses through hundreds of ancient Hawaiian settlement sites and through over 200 ahupua'a, or traditional sea to mountain land divisions. Cultural resources along the trail include several important heiau (temples), royal centers, kahua (house site foundations), loko i’a (fishponds) ko`a (fishing shrines), ki`i pohaku (petroglyphs), holua (stone slide), and wahi pana (sacred places). Natural Resources include anchialine ponds, pali (precipices), nearshore reefs, estuarine ecosystems, coastal vegetation, migratory birds, native sea turtle habitat, and several threatened and endangered endemic species of plants and animals.  The trail remains in use and cared for today by its descendants.  It is a “living trail. Connecting, reconnecting and enhancing connections of families and communities with ancient and historic ties to the trail is necessary for successful community stewardship and authentic visitor experiences of the trail.

ABOUT THE NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION
You are the owner of 84 million acres of the world’s most treasured landscapes, ecosystems, and historic sites -- all protected in America’s nearly 400 national parks.  Chartered by Congress, the National Park Foundation is the official charity of America’s national parks.  We work hand in hand with the National Park Service to connect you and all Americans to the parks, and to make sure that they are preserved for the generations who will follow.  
    
Join us – This is Your Land. www.nationalparks.org 
FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/nationalpark 
TWITTER http://twitter.com/goparks
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