
Junior Ranger Day, Saturday, April 15, 2017

The young and the young at heart, as they become Junior Rangers, all take an 
oath of their own to protect parks, continue to learn about parks, and share 
their own ranger story with friends and family. During Junior Ranger Day, par-
ticipants will have the opportunity to learn more about the park and earn an 
extra patch. Special activities will be offered throughout the day for children and 
families.

Join a ranger for one of the more popular 
programs since 1965, when the monument was 
established. Tour the Alibates Flint Quarry pits 
and learn about the Native Americans who 
lived here and used this stone for 13,000 years. 
 
Tours leave the Visitor Center at 10am. and 
2pm. 
 
Moderate hike, 1 mile round trip (many steps, 
170 feet of elevation gain), 2 hours

If you were to spend a few nights camping out 
here at Lake Meredith, what skills would you 
need? Join for two demonstrations sure to 
help with your future adventures in the Texas 
outdoors.

First, you will learn the materials and process 
for safely building a campfire. Also learn how 
to fully extinguish your campfire when you’re 
ready to sleep for the evening.

Second, watch a demonstration of tying knots 
for various purposes. Used in boating, climb-
ing and rescue efforts, the ability to tie the right 
knot for any situation can help save lives!
Try your hand at the basics and take home a 
sample of your work!

Both of there skills are central to the survival 
of your family on the Plains.

Tour the Alibates Flint 
Quarries

Building a Campfire
&
Knot Tying                                                                                                             

Explore, Learn & Protect!                                                                                                     

Native American symbols can vary in       
meaning from one tribe to another and across 
different regions. These symbols were used 
for a variety of reasons and were depicted on               
numerous objects. Native Americans used  
various symbols to communicate many things 
such as status, territory, and clan affiliation.  
 
Come join a Park Ranger, and make your very 
own symbol with its own unique and special 
meaning!  

Native American Symbols
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Did you know that larger mammals such as the 
American Bison, many call Buffalo, along with 
the Elk and the Gray Wolf once called this 
place home. Today Mountain Lions, white-
tailed deer and coyote call Lake Meredith and 
Alibates “home”. Learn how each of these ani-
mals is ideally suited to surviving on the High 
Plains of Texas and how they are connected to 

other animals and plant communities. 
 
Find out how people have relied on these ani-
mals for centuries.

Remember that the skins and skulls will be set 
up all day if you want to take a second look!

Mammals of the Texas 
Panhandle                                                                                                                      

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™

The 10 Hiking Essentials                                                                                                             Can you guess what you might want to bring 
with you on a hike? Do you have a backpack 
full of supplies for hiking? 

Rangers like to suggest hikers bring extra water 
and few basic supplies with them when they 
set out on a hiking adventure at Lake Meredith 
and Alibates. 

The Ten Essentials
Join a ranger as she shares what she has in her 
backpack and what she thinks are the Top Ten 
useful things to bring on any hike.
 
Don’t forget to grab a Ten Essentials card to 
help remind you of the basics when you’re 
packing for your next adventure!

Archery & Atlatl 
Demonstration                                                                                                             

An essential skill to the survival of the Native 
American peoples who thrived for centuries 
on the High Plains was the skill of hunting. 
Hand-made tools such as a bow and arrows 
and a spear thrower called an “Atlatl”.  
 
This weapon was especially effective during 
the end of the last Great Ice Age when larger 
mammals roamed the area.  
 
Come participate in a demonstration using a 
bow and arrow or atlatl to throw spears!

Paint a Petroglyph                                                            We see pictures all the time. We take pictures 
with our smartphones so we can remember 
the special people and events in our lives. But 
how did Native Americans do this long before 
modern technology? Join a Ranger for a brief 
discussion of petroglyphs.

Get your creative juices flowing while you 
design your own petroglyphs. Tell the story of 
your Junior Ranger Day or adventure in the 
park!

Park Rangers and Volunteers will be demon-
strating their flintknapping skills and telling 
stories throughout the day.  
 
Sit a spell and watch as they turn rocks into 
arrowheads the way it has been done for thou-
sands of years.

Flintknapping


