
I REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR 
MY ABRUPT INTRODUCfiON TO WWIJ 

I n-m~mber that Sunday Moraing vivKIIy, December 7, 1941-1 was an 
18 yur old Seaman first ~lass in the Regular Navy havfng enlisted 
und~r a Minority Enlistm~nt (17) in June 1941 a graduate of West End 
High School in Birmingham, Alabama .. At the tim~ I was in a U.S. Navy 
Communications School, at the Naval TrainingStation, in San Diego. 
California studying Radio operatiag. I wat pa rtially dressed sitting on 
my bunk. reading th~ aews~per, waitiag to go to Mus wllea Ill~ PA 
system bl~arted 0111t we an- beiag attacked by th~ Japaaese tlley are 
bo•biag Pearl Harbor - EVACUATE imiM'diat~ly- I hurriedly 
finished dressing put oa my t hoes a.d ltfl tlile buracks. My best friead 
at the time Bill Brown a ad I wnt Oyiag out on~ of th~ gates and huded 
for the hills above the ba-w~ dida't stop ruaniag until w~ were about 
a half mile away. A very nic~ lady, a widow, who bad a large Spanish 
Stylehouseweleomed usas guestsaadfedusluncb.Atdutk, sound 
trucksweredn-ulatlngthrougbthearuorderingutbacktobase-{for 
a meal ofbaloaeyaad cbeesewbkb was our fare for several ~auls). 
lllat aight we w~n- isslttd Eapisb Eafi~ld rifles tkat luld beta packed in 
cosmoli11~ (Gruse) 1inu WW I- W~ were abo give. 2 bandoliers of 
ammunitloa, btlyon~ts 111d Gas masks. w~ spent most ortlle night 
cleaniagthewupons onthe washracksandatdawaltftthebase 
again-wereturnedtoourbenefactor(she had gnoat foodanddeserts). 
Atduskwereturnedtobaseaadasorderedthatsecondnightwe 
teamed up with a sq uad of U.S. Marin-Bill Brown and I bad a 
Walki~-Talkie Radio (Large Pack-ith a whip aatt nna) - We 
patrolledwithtbe Marlaes tbe aearbybeulll\Sfor severaldays 
therufter... I went on to serve in tile Pacil"oc: Theater maeb of it in the 
Aleutian Islands primarily Duteb Harbor for t lrte rest of the war 
a tta ining the rank of C hief Radioman USN. 

A I G~ntleSr. 


