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Dear Neil:

In response to your guestions on how I entered the Naval
Weather Service, my experiences leading up to my assignment to
Alaska, evading the Japanese, and the ultimate necessity of

e - .1 T € Tt s vseru.s to” el ~lrlence as
POW cover a three year period and would take too much time to
answer at present, but will supply more details later if you
. 1 ere; t . your h.story ci The Naval
Weather Service, You have my permission to use any or all of

the following material.
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We left Seattle on 14 April, 1942 on the USS Grant for trans-
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House, Kiska. Hudson drew Adak and Lynch, Atka, It was de-
cided to move Omang and his crew onto Attu and House onto
Kiska right away. The signs of war were evident at Dutch
Harbor., Every morning just before dawn we would leave our

warm bunks and file out to trenches with rifles at the ready.
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allowed to stay in bed and carry on a holiday routine. This
was to fool the Japanese, supposedly they would not find us

sleeping on a Sunday morning as they did at Pearl Harbor,

Early in May I left Dutch Harbor on the USS Williamson, and
Omang and his crew were on the USS Casco bound for Attu, As
the ship was short handed we-were pressed into service on the

gun crews, On the second night out, as we steamed West through
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incident brought me into thefwar; from now on it could be me,.

After that when on gun duty I kept my finger on the trigger and
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next several years, I thought. We anchored in the harbor and

« 31 aman . wl . ~1ats ..ae” exr asht e - S0

S a s daae. T a4 u.. P zri. DO.2° . I~ o



oo ev T, s . oo 0 3877 - 4 Tt £ ot
- s o - . luacitar oLt LT € L. a
and we were expected to remain there permently.
-~ a epairme” &...._ - YeEr 1. o
- L we mme oo ] Sz L T
S~ e e . asivar on the we: LT ua
o . - VI 1 C was owing and -~ J t

stand in the water, chest deep, and hold the launch so it
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After about 45 minutes in the cold water the launch left and

we headed for the bunkhouse and for a hot shower to thaw out
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storeroom, That food was our only chance to survive the next
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After General Buckner left a couple of PBYs stayed under
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On the 24th of May, 1942 a Japanese plane flew over, We
checked the recognition books and identified it as a type 97

and prepared a sighting message for Dutch Harbor, We were un-

u- a o= N P - RO § as a *»
s 3, ~oan_ " our t-- e . =1
.2 - -7 . aih 1 te - + Tt
- s 3 < " tit o« “are d sg=22"
€ ' Ve, Ded 1 t be .t ° Ha. __. thei - a.-

" through and inquired if we had really seen an airplane, This I

e T - I juvs . i =7 b ¢ mes 3 Toe
2y ; , -z re ¢
- ST 2 = 7z T .
. . ‘ P L N - -
. .8 o f : t o 4 o L7y -
. N "F - B
) - : .2 te .. Lo

bombing or straffing. Tents were set up, in two places away

U S R : ~ T



mn

ame
mmr ~ '
- -’
N, - 2v
we -
4
Ll J
tt. °

T LAw
-~ oma
o odea
- t
.z a
Lteeial
t v oau
e B

i Tl an e 1
AT v . e v 7 u tear 1=
n e sluined wiet t© L re >, .at =
a. attack on Lut.a vV .. :
v.lowing day but r susacs’ : I
C cw did o 2 Jera et 7 ¢ wt .

a_.~ on butch on a “.. oz - ~-a.

+ get caugr. ., so we c " 5 . z=t-

-

sition using a 1 — o

.~ t in our clothes with our guns at the ready.

El
=
! R
1 -
t‘ J
. L1
- |
C
<~ pa
.

g , d the Japa.Ffs_ vo°r- " ex s 3t 1.
T e ‘léxe& a.J un: Tss: F b T
- Juie, 42, nfic A €le 1.
caite ATTACT ATTACK. I told . b ’
SRS and that he was h:. . 7 a
oo 01 - liguet and she red me Sl Lot
A weo ti I "s5=2 . a7 ool .
J 4. L -Sa u - g
. me s oa cro = ek ] en
NS .2 heatir~ ~*» r 7, I
mur ¢ ozat c1ot 2xs . to tu= so s*0w :
T £ L T=8 o S R B v
L1 foow Two e € L1 e £ .
L t 31 t perm.tctr N + "



e -
N
-
- A
2r.,
e Vo a -

- P | —
. o L

ut and . o
g,1read 1d
cown .0t

AL
YAy

us we could dodge the tracer and because of

Ceyy e

.
£f -
- T I
£ - -
-
a -
T3

w

2

4]

't le L
:s, wh..ch

v +

[§0]

o I fc Te
B \ To=
a7 al
I  »=»s a -
.. ¥
. I
B A A ¢
1
o "

-

Aol Cows
I cou.d see

yT1us we

u s,
~a s5t: s,
4 - ed

. 'ter 2d 1
Rea:
L

v o rmly

c as I ran

cL 2 1
-
- s =
. .
.- Lo e
-n‘ - P
i Qawaly,
” -z

.n tc .’

mov tae 7
P 1. -
us., IS

-,

the distance the

-l..reguentl
nittine the

reached t.z=

]

i

cC

I c-ran 2~31 1

d 1l < - -

t o~z Cc. g1l

- - 1 Cinti-
va.o es I

G.essed, ut L
“teide G
- e -

T2t e gt N
13 -
ar-se vl d

1fferent '.L. =s

©Amme 1.

iv .32 -~ &' -

Zn= .- 1 {1

.

-

w

.-



T * £
. €8S . L. " w2t off . hasi. t. L. ot
T - . I s o oaentoooarc v -ould o lpo oot o
1 Lo a P : “afull. D os.T 7 - o Eo-
It 1 - ‘ P T I L e ToL

After crisscrossing the area several times, I was unable to
locate the cache and the sky was lighting in the East. I then

decided to go to the Southeast coast of the island. Just as
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something like fresh corn. I was able to eat enough tundra for
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a two foot layer on the ground and folding my blankets over that.
The blankets were covered with another 18 inches of tundra, I
simply crawled in between the blankets for a nice dry, warm and
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eating the tundra, I was careless in sorting out the course parts
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didn't seem to be any desirable alternatives, The only hope was
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the time . .« « « « « « think of my wife and young daughter that
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thinking with some satisfaction that I had taken out the maximum

amount of government life insurance on them . . . . « « Thinking

If I were looking for seclusion, I had found it. There were
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certainties was the only option. Early the next morning I
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a straight line, I thought some time might be saved, however,

E- StE V] -. I J.Li: _'3- B Y .J.- I

to take the long way back.
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close to the gun and was then faced with the surrender act, as
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as I marched in, Some of the Japanese marines ran toward me and

assisted me as I was pretty lean and gaunt at that time, They

e~ oI e o IoD el LT T e S e

tea and gave me some biscuits. A flight of B-17's were approach-

ing the island, so two marines took me a short distance from the
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The officer in charge of the gun seemed to be in a nasty mood.
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After a short while the camp headguarters came into view an
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The Japanese curiosity did not stop.as a long line formed at
the window and they would have a minute or so to look at me then
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took a bit of doing to show appreciation without laughing,

another occasion he decided that we should get drunk.
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One evening he came in and sketched some destroyers, and said,

"Your country's warships right out there."
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He was correct for
the next day we had a firing run and their range was just right
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departed hurridly from Kiska the following year., The inter-
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I noticed that lunch had been sent to the Japs but nothing had
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with my body. A bomb landed very close and splashed mud all over
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Shortly the Japanese decided my health was good and that I
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and P-39's that came over very gquickly and I went into a tunnel
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shortly with one.
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It is so hard to not say a lot, after all it was a three-year
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When you talk of exploits of navy weathermen I would like to
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