
































SECTION III (cont'd)

were available. The WBa?her was marked by rain and fog. Ceilings
ranged fram zero (0) to Fwo hundred (200) feet maximum, with visi-
bility seldom over five (5) miles, Flying for the most part was just
|

above the surface of thelwater. Navigation was all by dead reckoning.
Thelnecessity for radio silence precluded the use of radio for hom-
ing. |

Weather conditions made take-offs and landings extremely haz-
ardous. On return fromlghe 6 June missions, planes flew for Hur (4)
hours over water at fifﬂy (50) feet altitude or less, in fog. On
landing, the far end of |[th: runway could not be seen?

Both personnel and|planes were maintained during the period under
extremely difficult con?itions. Combat crews had to set up their
own tents, and until thé 3rd of June 1942, cooked their own meals,
overating with the mini$um of facilities. The bivouac area for the

crews was a sea of mud.| Jater covered the ground inside many of the

tents. Crews were on t?e alert daily from dawn to dark, wiich at
that time of year was from OLOOW to 2300W. Crevs went with little or
no sleep for forty eighL (48) hour periods.

Airplane maintenance was performed largely by the officers and

enlisted men of the comPat crews. Gas was pumped from barrels, and

0il poured from five pallon cans. Crews had never previously loaded
|

(19) 1 erations Swomary 29 May 1942, 6 June 1Y42,
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20 2 Operations Summary 29 May 1942, 6 June 1942.
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