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Presented herein s the histor,t ol' r,he 77th ;:;o,ub .... rull:~nt 

Squadron (kediUffi) for the p~rica l) ~~~~~rJ l94l, to 31 

uece1aber 1943. vf tne sq...t-l.lron d.urint> t,his 

period is three-

1. 'l!rain.i.n ma orient,d,ion to northern f l _:;lnt; . 

2. To a.tt-a ·l!ld destroy enctr.,r snippint. in e::.nd ;:~.round 

the .ueuti;...ns , 

Attu. 

3. Followi.e the movement ol' pc.trt of tn~ s yuaaron to 

nttu, our missio wus extended to incluae att•.cr..s on suip!Jing 

i.:l and aro;.Ula th L\u.rile IsL.nas • 

.. s ·.ve enter our t ou.rttl ;er:..r o1 ~.:r..i..:>t .-£1Ci- , ·,;.;; f1.:1d cour~ . .;eous 

acnieve1nEmts oeli 1J u.s , ana .e c ·•l lo-..iK for., ... I'u to w;:re in the 

future. ne11 L.ccs amo.1,; o.ffict;;!rs u.na enlistt::!Cl .. 1en. lt 

is well these 

blood c~ arlJ 

new a.CCOlllplis!uae t s . 

e~~ 
1.djor, .1.ir Gorps . 
L.ommanding. 



This i~ a ni ·t<.)1'Y of .3. s-.1u-.1•..ll'vn, ·~Ht: vf a..J.ny in tile n.r~uy 

't•hu Jt:1rteo .·J::..tn too lit-tlt:, too 

a or~ .... 11izJ.t.iun s~cona to none. 

Air Fcrctls toda.y ·I .. squ.:..d.roi~ 
l ate , and has bui~t itself to 

This i:.; ulso ""' story, c. stor~ "!Oout J£Ctl ...nd uirpl . .t.nes wno..;e 

c ommon purpose is the defeat of our ener,aes . A stor; ..-bout th.a 

joys and sorrows , ttl~ triumphs .. 1d f:1i:i.uNs , of .uen l.ivi.•6 and 

d~ad , who n-v• ,i~en tueir ...._1 ror tne victory tnis n·,Lion ·.;ill 

w1n. I 

and the R.:.ornln j 

ments. for thtl 

... ~eport hu:.. 

denel'it of continuity; }1'-'l'SOn:lel crk•.ll""es , : •. or.1l e , 

healtn, hoUo.l.nL, :-.nu ·,,~;;.lf<:!.l·e i1 .... ve oven incluut;;..~ in st:ct.iun l.l.l , 

~(£C~~ 
2.1d. Lt ., .ir J orps • 
.iqu~-.iron l.istori~'l. 
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SECTION I 

Af tiv,n.tion of t'·te 5gua iron 

On a dreary afte~noon, the 15 of Jauuary 1941, the 77th Bombard

ment Squadron (Mediwn~ r.as activated as a part of the 42nd Bombard

ment Group (l:ed.ium) 2nd Air Force, at Fort Douglas, Salt Lake City, 
1 

Utah. 

The original per onnel was obt ained by the transfer from the 

22nd Bombardment ::)quapr on, 7th BombardJ.-.ent Group, 4th Air Force , 

and formed under T.O. 1- 127 dated 1 July 1\j ... O, for ~.ed.ium Bombard-

ment Squadrons. The riginal caare consisted of one (l) 00i1Plis-

sioned officer and tw nty seven (27) enlisted men. The officer, lst . 
2 

Lt. Elbert 0 . J.~eals, ·;as the first co. .:·.andir.g officer . In the mor1ths 

from January 1941 Uf!t·_;_ ;,eptember of 1';141 , the enlare;ing of the 77th 

Bombardment S01.1adron t::.s in progr ess. 

The Squadron le f .Salt Lake City and n.oved to Go,ven riela, Boise, 

I daho on 3 June 194lt anJ at this tir'Le the ..)qu<'.dron person.~el consist-

ed of six (6) office a.11d oue hundred and seventy four (174) en-
3 

listed men and 1 B-1~ airo_ane . Pr ior and during this ti.te, train-

ing activities Y..ere · ~n f11ll swine;. 

(1) 

(.2) 
(3) 

1 Extract 
Report, 

2 Extract 
3 Extract 

Report, 

fro .. 1 4tation and Record of .uvents Section of J:orning 
] 5 Ja.f\uary 1941. 
frof.1. Flenarks .Section of 1 or ning Report, 15 January 1941. 
from t ation and itecord of .c.'vents Section of Horning 
3 Jun 1941. 
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--SECTION II 

r'onnati ve Stage 

Recruits were tran ferred in from different fiel ds and, it was 

at Gowen Field, Boise_, daho_, the 77th had one of its famous Squadron 

Commanders, liajor Harry .. ilson, one ti.r.!e .:est Point All-American hal f -

back, known to t l\e spar s norld as 11Light 11orse Harry 11 , and r ated by 
1 

the immortal Rockne as he greatest halfback of all t~ae. Later in 

the summer of that (1941) Ma jor rlobert 0. Cork took over the 

assigned duties of the om:nanding Of ficer, with lla j or ·,\ilson going 
2 

to the 16th Reconnaissa.ce Squadron. By this time the Squadron was 

growing, adding a B-18 and a PT-17 to the fleet, making a total of 

three (3) airplapes. Tr e first new flying officers joined the Squad

ron in September 1941. 1 

During September 941 , the Squadron departed from Gowen ·neld, 

Boise, Idaho, to Ontar'o Airport, Ontario, Oregon, to participate in 
3 

field maneuver s which egan 23 September 1941. 

Arrangements were made in advance at Gntario for the Jquadron, 

and the high school asium was used for billeting the t roops, and 

a Japanese community h ll used for messing f acilities. The eround 

echelon was moved ck, and two (2) B-l8A airpl ru1es were used 

to fly the combat to the maneuver area. 

(4) 
(5) 
(6) 

The Conunand Post ;as ~stablished at Ont ario Airport and actual 

1 Extract from Re arks $action of Lorning Heport, 26 June 1941. 
2 Extract from rleptarks .::>action of ;~orning Rc?ort, 12 Aueust 1941. 
3 Letter from Coduauding General, 2nd Bomber Command, Fort George 

llright, liashin, ton, 19 September 1941. 
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0SCTION II (cont'd) 

combat conditions were s~rrulated as far as possible . Trucks and 

tents were dispersed irrelgularly over a wide area. n. bomb dwn1) was 

established and camouflaged. Airplanes on the ground were dis

persed and camouflaged, lbut no attempt was rur.Je at false install-

ations . Chemical defens~ 'r\aS made routine by the constant carry-

ing of the gas mask, and a series of attacks emp:...oying s.- toke and 

CN gas were made. On the first attack twenty (2C) mer: were with-
1 

out gas masks and were ~nediately declared casualties. 

The air training cdnsisted of two (2) three (3) hour flights 

daily, and one (1) three (3) to five ( 5) hour night flight, under 

simulated war conditionp. The Squadron had only two (2) B-18 air

planes on these fllaneuve~s, and only f our (1.~.) first pilots . The 

Squadron Staff qfficers consisted of three (3) of the four (4) first 

pilots and much valuab~e training was received by them. 

The Squadron v.as ~hart on everytni.lg to successfu..tly hold field 

maneuvers. Transporta1J.ion, lumber ana late food delivery were only 

a fev-; of the difficulti es encountered. Ground machine guns and side 
I 

arms were not availabl~ , and the usual amount of "red tape 11 v.c..s 

experienced. 

It is interesting to note that three (J) out of four (4) en-

listed men who re_?ort~d for sick call the first day in the field, 

reported for blisters on the heel of their le~·t foot. Ur1doubtedly 

the left foot was use~ more than the right, or, the cen were not used 

(7) 1 Report of Fielr L:aneuvers of the 77th Bombardment ~quadron (H), 
AFCC, 6 October 1~41. 
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1 
to wearing G.I. shoes. 

ECTION I I ( cont 1 d) 

A l a r ge amoW1t of ~ublicity \las given to the maneuvers by the 

local newspapers, and t~e 

tory v1ere ~leased to hat e 

t heir city. 

citi zens of Ontario and surrounding terri-

the "Battle of Oregon" originate from 

In October 1941 , LTeutenants 1.:ea.ls , t>ickard and Tuma went east 

t o the Glenn L. Martin {urplane Factory in Bal tir. ore, Har ylar;d, and 

were checked out i n the Arrn.y ' s latest mediwa bomber, the b-26 . These 

of ficers were among the first to pilot "the hottest plane in the 

worl d 11 • 

After t he first 61 s were ferried to Gowen Field by Lts. 1~eals, 

Pi ckard, Tuma and Dance , l.~ajor Cork with his pilots , conbat crews, 

and maintenance crews, tarted in earnost to build a fine fighting , 

ha r d hit ting, Mediu.rn Bol bardnent .:>quadr an. ht the out br eak of the 

war, our Squadron was J .. hustling group of rr.en, training, flylllg , 

and developing neVI tactl cs under the guidance of !~ajor Cor!< and 

Colonel Hart, t he latte~ officer being the 0ommandL,g Off icer of the 

42nd Bombar dment Group

1 
Even though our cre~·~ s we r e far f r an being 

well trained, two (2) l ys after t he formal declar at ion of 'l~ar wi th 

t he Axis, t he 77th was !found on many f i elds of the west coz.st , f r olli 

Payne Field, i'iashington to ?.:ur ock Lake , Cal i fornia. Li ttle did the 

men realize that of all the Bombardment Squadrons ou the w~st coast, 

(8 ) 1 Extract from Sicr,~ Book , 2) ~eptember 1941. 
(9) 2 Actual Pict ur es of Maneuvers . 
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SECTION II (cont 1d) 

they would be the first to leave the .States for for~jgn duty, to pro-

teet the rights of our J overnment a..'1d the i.ays of the r11nerican people. 

On the 3rd of Janul ry 
1
1942 , the Squadron w~s on its first. leg 

to Elmendorf Field, Ala ke1. In thd following few weeks, due to sev-

ere flying conru tions, hort runways, and the most rugged and un-

charted terrain in ~ort ft~erica, the Squaaron lost five (5) of 
2 

their thirteen (13) Slight injuries were su:'fered but 

no one was killed. 

Lt. Dooli t tle, 

Field, Anchorage, A.lask , 16 January 1942, fro;;, Edmo~.ton, Canada. The 

entire flight made 

longitude 126°03 13 

landings at a position l! . latitude 50°52 ' , 

losing t~arines and ~:etting ir·.'olved i r. i)ad 

weather and dar~ness . 'JO days later the 1Jla.nes were located and 
3 

crews were evacuated t . .'atson Lake, Y. T. by ski plane . It is re-

ported that t he native above position naned the valley 

11l~illion Dollar Valley', !lince the crc.:shea pla:-:es could not be re-

moved due to terrain. 

Upon arrival .J.t Ef endorf Fie:d, .-~.n~horBce , A.lo.sk~, the ..:>quadran 

was assigned to the 28 h Gomy,>osi te Group. The first fe\; months of 

1942 found the Squadro training and acc~i.rr.A.ting itself to the wee:.th

er and flying couili. tio: ~s the~r were to e~;cotmter ir. t,,,e r2eutia:1s . 

(10) 
(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

1 Immediate «.ctif n 1 tr. .:D .A.Gt..-~.:i-370 . 5, 13 Decen0e r l CJ4i . 
2 Ltr., Co1rn.:tndi ·2 G ·neral,. ?.r1d il.ir .t<'orce, Fort Geor J:e .. ri_sht, 

~iashington, 31 Ja:~ lEry 1942. 
3 Ltr., Comr>a.t't1i 1g l. :r.erCil, 2:-.a Air Fcrc~, Fort Georcc '.ric:1t , 

Wasr.ington, 31 J3:-~uary 1942 . 
4 Gent:n·c.l Order r· 2, ~Id~ A:F ADC, Fort Richardson, Alaska, 2 Jw111ary 

1943. 
77th- 5 



~~.;TIC'~ II ( cont '..9J. 

The training consic;ted of ~r:.cticc nisdor.5 a.1d Jutrol i~1 t:1eo orth 

Pacific. 

Two (2) fatal accide 1ts happened during t.hj.s ti1::e . C•t 31 Janu-

ary 1942, t he Squn.drc~ hl Hs first fatal ac ·:i h:r~. . l. B- 26 crash

ed on the to.ke off fro-:. ,.er dorf Fie_d, and P . F. C. Ernest P. :Ever
] 

heart, 18015127, was kil d . A cash don:~t.ion '.l:'lS r.tade b~r e·Jch '<:.n 

in t 1 e Squadron and a pJ. 

l!r . and Urs . Ernest K. E erh~..:art , ir1 b:..10r a:1d :"cnor;' of thci1· son 

with this inscription. •~·r ·.v;tte First Class ~rnest !: • t!i'verhec.rt , 77th 

Bombardr1ent Squadron, Al·'s!">n A:i.r Force; wh11 perished jl ,Tamwry J.942 

whiJ e in the perfom<.tnce of hj H rJuties as au Aer:i el Engineer. By 

memhers of his Squadron". 

On 29 April 19h2, a]B- :~6 encountered a 11">. Ul h;<-.w" juct off the 

runway at KodiC!.k and r.rn ned in the mount.Jins. Three (3) officers 
3 

and tvro (2) enlisted men ·•··eJ•e kil:ed . 

ing Officer of the 7?th, relievine . 'a_:!cr Cork v.ho was transfr•1·red to 
I; 

the Headquarters of the 8th Grour (C). 

Livine; conrli tions d :!;l!'~Pndorf Fielr~ \~e~·~ _pod; but the mor.::J.le 

of the Squadron was lov;. '!'he lack o.f c,):1~·:~oe.lce in the B- 26 air-

(14) 1 Reproduction of ~uhljcity anJ Grr..ve of d~C<'!<iSed . 
(1;) 2 :UeMorandum to re S.J .nel 8 FE'lh:rt.:.ary l4L.~~ . 
(16) 3 Extract Remlirks ecU on 1'orni.t1g Heport 1 ro, lCJ.t2 . 
(1?) 4 Extract from Re!;c rks Ject:lon ~·o!"nil!! ·~c:·ort l5 Febru<'-r.f 1942. 
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( cont ' d) 

plane , and the sudden change from the 11USO front" to Ala ska , a.ud 

general confusion, ha<;i a tende;1cy t o keep the norc:ile down . 

$ECTICN III 

Mi ssions gna Accomplishwent s 

During this time land.idg s trips we re being b,li lt at Cold Ba..v: 

Alaska, and Umnak, AJraska, d.nd on 29 May 1>42, Ca.>tai n 1Jeals adQ 6 

B-26 1 s flew t o Cold Bay , Alt ska , ar1d ort the f0llo.1ine day t o UmnuL , 

Alaska. 

On t he mor ning pf 3 Juf e 11L>~, a J api:i.l.h::ne TasL Force was re

ported i n the North ?acific, and a fli_;ht of 6 B-26 1 s ••ent on search. 

No contact was made, and Captain Meals made a uelly 1a.'1ding at Urrlllak; 

but no injuries were susta~ned. 

On the morning of 4 J due 1942, t he J a_1anese att Hckea Dut<.:h Ha r bor, 

and we sent 4 B-26 1s t o illl ercept. i'J0 co:tt.:..~t was r.1ade . The second 

flight of 5 B-26 1 s were seht out to intercept, lea.ving Unmak at 2050.1 , 

and Captain Meals and Lt. l!orthamer made cont£.ct and sunk a Japanese 

Heavy Cruiser with a direct torpedo hit. As a result of this action, 

Captain Meals was decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross, and 
1 

Lt. Northame r the Disti~guished Fl ying Cross. 

The weather during the enti re period of 29 l.:ay to 6 June was 

practically prohibit5.ve for flying . J.o weather reports west of Ul!lnak 

/· 

(18) 1 General Order r/68 H :q .~DC , Fort Richaras on JU.a ska, l. August 1942. 
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SECTION III (cont'd) 

were available. The wea her was marked by rain and fog . Ceil ings 

ranged fran zer o (0) to riO hundred (200) feet rraxintum, with visi

bility seldan over five r5) miles. Flying for the uost part \"laS just 

above the surface of the wc..ter . Navigation was all by dead reckoning. 

The nece~sity for radio silence precluded the use of radio for hom-
1 

in g. 

Weather conditions r ade take-offs and landings extremely haz

ardous. On return from the 6 June missions, planes flew for bur (4) 

hours over water at fifJ y (50) feet altitude or less , in fog. On 
2 

landing, the far end of th·~ runway could not be seen. 

Both persormel and planes were maintained during the period under 

extremely difficult CNJ itions. Combat cre·11s had to set up their 

own tents, and until thl 3rd of Jw,e 1942, cooked their own Meals, 

or.erating with the nunLL.lm of facil ities. The bivouac area for the 

crews was a sea of mud. o~<~.ter cover ed the ground inside many of the 

tents. Crews were on t J e alert daily from daVIu to dark , w11ich at 

that time of year wc..s froM t1400iv to 2300~/ . Cre,;s v1ent with little or 

no sleep for fo1~) bighl (48) hour periods. 

Air plane maintenanhe •·~S performed largely by t he officers and 

enlisted men of the com~t crevlS . Gas was pumped fron barrels, oud 

oil poured from .five c:l lon cans . Crews had never previously load•d 

(19) l Operations .::>ur mary 29 May 1'142 , 6 J ur.e 1~142 . 
(20) 2 Operations S ~ ry 29 Hay l !J42, b June 1942 . 
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Si~CTION III l cant' a) 

B- 26 air planes wi t h torr does and did s o under su1)E:J'visi on of ::avy 

per sonnel. The clea ran <fe of the tor;)edo over t he steel n.at rum·.ay 
1 

v;as only four (4) inches. 

During t his period the danger of attack frau: the enemy by carrier 

based planes was a r eal hazzard. uu 4 Ju.1e, Umna.k Field; Alaska ; •:as 

att acked i n t he morning by four (4) dive bombers ami in the afternoon 

by nine (9) enemy pursu~t planes making strafing att<c.cks . !'o 9lanes 
2 

or per sonnel were lost ctllring these attacks. 

During t he s t rain of t his entire operation, the Squadron personnel 

displaye d t he utmost dev~tj.on to duty, indifference to -:;anzer and zeal. 

in searching out ~he ene~ . 

The remainder of thi summer months were filJ ed with extensive 

training and patrol flyit , and tne usual ac-lverse wec.ther conditions 

were encountered. 

earlJ Jeptember for the J .,uadron to move to Adak, 

Alaska . The ground echelon left ~lmendorf Field on 25 September, 1'742 

J Orders came 1n 

. 3 
and started on its way t d Adak . 

The ground echelon ~rrived at ii.dak, Alaska on 3 October 1942. 

They went ashore i n the re-in and hikec two (;;:.) miles to tenrorar y 

tent quarters at the Air !Lase. On 6 Uctobe:c, unloading v1as corr,plete , 

and the Squadron set u p camp i n its perma.ment quarters . This ;,c...s done 

(21) 1 Operations Summa 29 kay 1942, 6 June 194?. . 
(22) 2 Operati ons Summar 29 May 1942, 6 June 1942. 
( 23) 3 Extract Station· a1 d ltecords of .Svents Jection 1. orning fleport 

23 Septemb~r 1942. 



SECTION III (cont ' d) 

in twenty- four (24) hou]'s, workine in continous sl!iHs ~ hici~ in-

eluded erection of reve teo tents, tent me!::S hali. anc Kitchen, or-

de r l y room, dispensary, armament , ordnance, and su~)pl.;r sectio:1s, as 

well as fox holes for p rsonnel and six (6) 1.:- 1 machi.-1e gun positions 

for area defense. Compl ete cround facil Hies were ready for tile use 

of the 73rd Squadron Air Echelon, wnich arrived at ..... ctak on .J.3 vctouer . 

On Z7 October 1942 Lajor rickard took Conunand of the 77th with 
1 

?Ja ior Meals being transf erred to Provisional ::.r Bomber Cor .nand. 

It was 4 Decanber 1942, that ?.:ajor Hck<·.rc led a f~· i~ht of six (6) 

B-251 s to Kiska Harbor nd made an a ttack on J:c. panese s-1i r ping. He 

pressed forYiard his att ck in the face of h<-J vy AA fire and made a 

direct hit on an enem._, r essel. For this ~.ction he ;;.:.s a\.arded the 
2 

Distinguished Service Cr oss. 

The first planes of the 77th Squadron landed on the field on 12 
3 

December 1943 . The grof nd echelon furnish~o facilities for both the 

73rd Squadron and its o n air eche ons fl'Unt 13 Oc"Lober 194..:: to 30 

June 1'-143, this barren, bL:ak Aleut.ian Island during 

this time. 

During the period 7 December 1942 to 30 Jwte 1943 , at-tacks 

were pressed against Ki ka and Attu under severe weather conditions. 

(24) 
(25) 
(26) 

1 Extract Remark~'ection J.:orning neport 31 Decarnber 1942. 
2 General Order · Hdq ADC 11 February 1943 . 
3 Operations S~ary (pp4), dated J Octouer 1942, 30 June 1943. 
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SZCTION III (cont'd) 

l:issions frequently enc untered the dreaded ''vlilliv.m\s 11 • Suow squalls 

and poor visibi lity mar eo most of the winter flying. On several 

missions eneJI\Y fighter dfJposition m:~.::J present . J..>urine the entire 

period, missions were c dntinually subject to intense and concent rated 

AA fir e from as m:my as j ten (10) heavy JV. batteries on hiska . The low 

level missions aeainst I iska Camp and shir11)ing were executed in the 

face of heavy enemy opp sition . Can bat. crev; s at all time demon-

strated great bravery, ~d total 

their att~cks . 

disre:aru for person:ll sa1ety in 

pressing home 

On 17 December the 1Squadron s tarted missions fran: ,-~.dak t.o t.he 

Japanese-held Isl &'ld of ~iska: Numerous flights returned to base at 

Adak due to weather con~it.l.ons. It Y.as on the 20th of December that 

four (4) ~25 's and foui (4) B-26 1s bor.;bed ncrtn cu1u south he<:.d on 

Kiska at low level ana s rafeu inst.d.llat.ions. h direct hit \,c.s ob-
2 

served on a gun emplacerrrer,t and on builu.ings in the camp area. On 

.30 December, an enemy ca go ship wo.s borrbcd in the Kiska Harbor at 

deck level. This wo.s th first ti111e we met enemy air o lposition. 

One (1) B-25 wa s shot do •n with tho loss of seven (7) men. This 
.3 

plane was piloted by Lt . Jules Constant1.ne . Lt . Constantine landed 

eight mi1.es off Little r~'· ska and w•as observed being r•icked up by a PBY. 

(Zl) 
(28) 
(29) 

1 Operations Summa :r (pp 5) , 3 October 1942, 30 June 1943. 
2 Operations Summar y (pp 1), 3 October 1942, .30 June 194.3 . 
.3 Special Orders :•Jb . 2 Hdqs 28th Comp Group 7 January 1943 . 
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The PBY was then attackL by Zeros and it «as not kno•n whether t ho 

.ru.en were taken prisoner or killed, They are listed ?.s ''.lli.ssing in 

action" . 

Other battle dam.r.1.g s on this raid consistd<l of rudder trio cables 

shot out, a total of se enty two (72) ho!es 1.n the fusi3lRge -:>f one (1) 

plane and a hole in t.he gas tank. On the afternoon of 30 December, 

four (4) B-25 1 s and foJ (4) B- 26 ' s ag3.b 3.ttt~ck'3d Kiska and there 

bolllbed two (2) enemy ca go ships in Kiska Harbor , deck level. Again 

heavy enemy aircraft o~.i.tion was ancon11ter·::>t a11.d the tail gunn9r, 

Corporal Donald o . llurp v, 35047294, was killed by anti-aircr~ft fire. 
l 

His head was co.:npletely Another plane had a landin& gear 

shot out and a hole i.n rv~ co-pilot's \Vindshi.;!ld. The l)ilot, Lt. 

DeBord was wounded in t 19 right foot and the co- pilot, Lt • .McNarney, 

••as wounded in ',{ith these i.njuri.t:~s, the !!len brought 

the plane back to Adak d made a safe landing. A.notl1er B-25 had an 

ailer on cclllc shot <J Ll.t md two (2) holes in tho pilot 1 5 wind.shield in 

front of the pilbt, of the returning B-2f> 1 s :1ad numerous ho lt'ls 

in the gas tanks, oil t ks and fusela.ge . 

On the 5th of Ja.nn ry 1943, three (3) B- 25 1 s made a deck level 

attack on a five thousr: ,d (.5,000) to:1 enomy carGo ship approe\chtng 

Kiska from the north . scored t\'O (2) hits and two (2) 

PBY patrol planes conf · mect the si11kin~ of the ship. 1tinor battle 

---·----· 
( 30) 1 Extract Record Section hlorning Report 30 December 1942. 
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1St:CTION IIi ( cont 1 d) 

damage was sustained b~· J ne (1) returuing B-%5 fro1 . the c1"er.:y ships 

AA fire. 

One plane returning from this mission rwcie a belly landing with 

everyone but the pilot ~d co-pilot bailine out . A member of the 

crew, 1st. Lt. Charles H1 Back , 0- 384800 , was asked Lo Vlrit.e about his 

reactions during the tim before, and a1t e r he bailed out, and the 

following is his story : 

"It was a. dreadful s tuation to be in. une bo; .. b coupletely fell 

tnrough the bomb bays fo ~ing them wiue o ;en, and tne other three bon:bs 

wer e hanging by one end 1· the shackle llitll t,he fins aanr:ling uown into 

space . Huffhines a nd :r\v df kicked t :1e otrh~r t hr\Je hor.~bs out cu.d I 

went up in the nose to c ose the civors . ihu.1 rzy handle re .. .'us ed to 

close the doors, Captain La::-kin i nfomed :~e to· .t our hydraulic syster.: 

was out, so Huffhi:1es a.,j myself got tus.r wit-1 the crank to pull the 

doors up mechanically. l t the same t ir.e Lnrkin v1 :ts trying to eet the 

landin~ gear down . Lt. t.0ltzman climbed to the rear of the ship and 

started letting the ·:1hee s do•:m mechanically) and just as they v.ere 

about to get into the lo k :wsition a dlstinct 11 snap 11 VIas heard, the 

wheels fell limp, and St l tzman said •if they 1 re not down now they're 

not going down". 

It was just a rr.attef of ti'lle unti::... He nearu those fatal ;·:ord.s 

over the radio, "Pickard to larkin, .t'ickc.I'<i to Lc.rki1., you will bail 

your crew out . " To make sure I wasn't hear:ing false statements, I 
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SECTION III (cont'd) 

waited until Larld,n repel ed this u,essage to me. By <his tir .. e the four 

o! us, Aldrich, Hu!fhinei Pappano and myself were in the !lavigators com

partment and I relayed t , nessage to them. 

There was a sudden mad rush for parachutes . It was bdeed a scramble; 

and after knocking a coupl e of heads t.O ~ethe::- o..:.d a left hook to the 

jaw I ended up victorious \,i th four parachutes, but two of th~-; fellm~s 

had none. After thinki·1g the situation over ar.d out of the kindness of 

my heart I finally deciae~ each o! those t >.1o boys a chute. Thnt loft 

~e with only tao, a seat ~a~ a:~C. a C:l<::s-:. ;.ac~, ll!"lich I ~JUt ou swtgl.,v. 

the 

110 K, 

I began to !eel rather g! ·lti• for 

boys and suddenly bu.rst t ~·;i th 

I said that I noticed a ~culiar 
and a single word writ tenl on all 

gleam 

their 

rough t r eat.ment I had han d 

fe.lloo:s., ::i: 'U go tir.r.. "• 

in every on~ o! t.hoso bo~ ~' 

faces: u :\<'n•:\ -."! ~! .. ~l,,\ 

t 

y t~ 

t~ 

myself, 11My God, what did I just say?'' It was t oo late t.t•t>t~- --~i. .. , '').,t, 

was left for me to do was v.ait and set the ·l';ord fro1" Capt . Joe to 

jump and take the cunsequ~nces . Huffhines kicked 'the hatch off and 

there, 10,000 feet below ke w_s the ground. 11How hieh are r:e, Joe? 11 

"Two Thousand Feetl'. "Oh '' ! That was the longest- two thousand feet I 

ever saw. I had a f'ev1 shi rt parting woros with Joe a1:d theu he comes 

out with those sharp , .. ordk : 11 Gr~, Jump''· I looked at the ground al.Sain 

and slowly sat down on th floor , with r.J.Y i'eet dangli.ng out. ",/e 

must be at l east 15,000 f et'' I s<l.id to myself. Then I dro~ped my 
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b~TION III {cont'dl 

hips out and hung on t ? the plane v<ith my elbows. I hung that 1;ay 

half a minute, just re+ting. At this :·oint the or.her boys knew that 

their moment had coJ .. e ! .>o like cloc.(\'WOrr;: tv.o of t!teJ.l had kicked J.:Y 

elbows loose an~ tne o~her had his foot 01. my he .. , ushing me out . 

"0k Ok, -~uit sh~ving, 11 I yelled, but it ciid no 5ood. I managed to 

hold on v;ith my fingerd , 'fJith the rest of n.y body flop[)ing agc...inst 

the outside of ~he fus l c.ge, but the })ayoff carne when those boys 

stepped on my fingers. !. ~ knocke~ loosP.. 

After three back f~i,s , two j ack knives , and a couple of barrel 

rolls I f igured it w ... s f .lnte t o 1Jull the ~ord . l 8ave a n.i.ghty jerk 

and out popped t pe littt e chute, c<.~t-cidi,g re Ot: the lip, followed 

by the big one . Af ter f alling ten thonse.nu of those 

feet (It looked lit:e I L .d! ) the chute opened hith a 

me think I had already . it the grou.>Ld. 

twel\'e thous<.1.nd 

thud which made 

Then things st,:;.rte runni.'1g s;~oothly and I started my slow r.lescend 

to the grotlild . I locke around orientinL !T'~·self and actua.J_ly gw.ve out 

l•ith about half 9r' r.he ~ong, "Doodle Ve Doc'' • I noticed al.i the people 

on the hil.lside above r.) ~uonset .. at.chi,1g e:.ll the excitene:.t , ar:d I 

said to myself 11 .'hy!! Titlose Blood Thir::>t; B-------s, ,iust , aitin,; t ... , 

see some body get f1urt . 11 I fooled the11~ thou_sh, and c;::me uown l ike, 

Vlhat I thought , a veterJ 1 jumper \'IOUJ..d c.xce,_,t l h<:.d 1..\•0 chutes and 

I kept one hand firmly ol: the ripcord of the u .. opened one and the 

other hand still gru.s_Jinf the other ri!)Cord. 

I 

~ 
??th-15 

XR577 



~l;CTION III ( cont 1 d 2 

Everything l:as sll.e. t a•1d peaceful until tnose three r-40 1 s 

spotted me and came over to sive me a buzz . I .shoo,( mj' fist c.t tnem 

and actually believe LhJ if I had had ny . 45 ;.-.ith ue, l wot.ld have 

taken a shot at them . T!L.:..r prop w;,sh caueht ne f u:a blast a::d 

started me sVtinging li!(e a circus clov.n on a lon.: rope . 1 t hou£ht the 

h t · t ll d · 1 1 set to d-,_~ .... t ,..,. i• c u e was go~g o co a. se an . aS ~ ·~- ~ ~ ·~ 

my other one when I rec..l' zed I was too clo~a' to t • 

it settled down a •aLt but instea d of landins 

would have, the orop ;·;u.s cc:..u~ed rnysel!" h• hl t r• 

t liat ten foot wide muddy rtificial c.:rcel, \ n 1\ " 

my shoulders. 

I wasn ' t m&d thoueh. I athered ;..y cr.ut.e, ti.J:;:e it. c. l i~ ' . K1Ss, 

and then kissed that terr firma on which I - c-.s so solidl~ 01. aL~.:lin. 

That night I began w naering who ju.1_ ed next tnert next, wid t.hen 

last, so t nis is the onlyl .;ay I s t::e it co tlu il .. '!e ha ·reuen . ,~drich 

v:as the next one out . :.e 1 as the :L clJ.-.;st of l . .te three bo.rs le.l't so 

the two bi gger boys chose .. irn. 

still in t.hat nu.vi ..;ator 1 s I com9artment, i.i t i. a .fe .. unh-::.1. thy · 1lows 

dished out and many foolj unches i.elo','f ti1e Le'l_t tne other t•~o bo"·s 

finally overpowered him 1d he came .>ailinc out as I hc:•d previously 

done . They tell me I appa o, t oe boy who '.1ent.. t:) \,i th us jus t for 

the ride, wc-.s the third r.~ rt out. ·•hy ne ' as 11•-'.xt stilJ. pu.;zlcs me 

because he is l01r.,er than !-.uffhines . ·~'he only y.a.: ~ can f.:.t;ure 
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it is that he v.as lookilr:c tlo· .. .~ throu.:;h t nc h<.tch 1:.0 see if .• _(;rich 1 s 

chute opene d anc' Huffh · r:'3s strucJ;: him \1i th a terrific bloH on t :1e 

back of the head v.i th .1e Bomb Bay Crank a:.1d tr.:;.;;;pect hiro1 tilrou,sh :.he 

hatch with nis feet. 

Then came the )it: 'oroblem . Did Huffui 1e:J ju:ap of .• is <mn free 

will??? Did he trip a~d fall out: ?'t Tbat, my frienus is Lhe .,.>64 .u0 

question!! t 1 The onl.)' ~hing I 1-:no''• is t.r t :. ~.lH tl.~ ::..a1e _1.y a 

ver;1 crooked and un ... tect r cou::-se for :~.bout five ninut..:s l t;.,.'ore I 

saw hin cor1e tumbJ ing o stands to r.,;_so.l t,d s is ,,n<..t 

happened: 

Larkin gave niru the coJrunand, 11 Jw p! ! ! 11 uf!'hines refused . ·'sain 

Larkin demanded 11Jurnp!! r ! 11 rtuffnir.<;;::; ~ti.Ll reL.tses . :3o Joe cliubs 

a fe\1 thousand feet, turns the air...J.ane 1.oose, a:.u l ets i"... fly 0:1 

its own, and he and ~tot c z,-:~on ~ et oacK :;., w 1. he n •.vi0 n tor ' s compan

ment with Huff hines and chcllenge~ him. Hufi'hiLes, v:ea~~ ar.d 1:-ired 

f r om the three prelious b< ttlcs l.as not ha.-d :.o l'dmove . .~ coupi.e of 

good hard licks on th.a h:.1 at i Ode ! e:1i.r. i tt.e e<\r \, s al:_ t.hat was 

nee(. ssary to bail hiPl c· t . 

eh!1er jur.1ping or l<.~ndi_ ,· j t . Jot- ulccts to :'!. c.tzlu it; not cc"u..;e he 

is afraid to jn: p, but. there ight Le <' ch· .. nce to SL!'"e tl1e 

sh1p . The lc..nding . ar: e< :tiful co.·,,;iGer::.nc the ci ·c•J.mstanccs a.:1u 
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S ~CTION III ( cont 1 d} 

the plane will fly a.;•+ · 

I loaded the paracf ute on Pinney 's B-18 to be taken hack for re

packing. On the Pa.ckin Jata Card I ••rote a little uote , "It 011ened 
l 

nicely, thanks--Lt. Bac 11
• 

Fr om this date on, weather per mitt ing, Kiska was pounded daily 

by flights of from six (6) to ten (10) B-25's and some days as high 

as three (3) missions were run , making attacks on Atl. installations 

and t~1e camp area. 

On 9 March Q943, of the Air Echelon moved to Amchitka to 

press attacks on Attu ~s well as Y~ska . ;,:i ssiuns from Arnchitka, until 

30 May 1 943, were cond1,cted fron1 the 2700 foot fighter st~ip which had 

been hastily constructJ d to permit the basing of fighters . 

Take offs Jith fu~l borrtb loads and landings were often extremely 

hazardous due t d the s~ort rtmway as were ttle high hills rising abruptly 

from the west end of tlle runway, and the cross wi.nds of high velocity. 

It was on the 16t1 of 1/arch of this ...:ear tha t Lt. t~cCurdy and 

three (3) other planes a ,:·ain bombed the car.t,!) area on Kiska and Lt. 

McCurdy with ru s crew Jr five (5) me n are "Hissing in Action" . They 

arrived over the targJ a t l70lJW and dr opped all their bombs. l..A 

fire was very heavy and Lt . LcCurdy's plane was last seen i n a div-
3 

i ng turn after all the bombs were dropped . 

(Jl) 1 Report lr 1=1t. Lt. Charles H. Back, 0-384806. . 
()2) 2 OperatiJ ns ary ( pp l) 3 October 1942, 30 June 1943 . 
(33) 3 Extract Record and Events Section, 1~orning Re~)ort 16 Aiarch 194.3 . 
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*-CTION III ( cont 'd) 

It was during this t · · e th&t the 77th ha.J Ot.e of it::> f,•.r.!OUs 
lu:2 

Commanding Officers , l:ajo 3alter, who assumed cor.Jnand '1 tar~h , l< .• :. 

little is known about his early chi ldhood, it is a~sumed t hu.t it re-

volved around high kickin 1 horses, and the ro1 in 1 of t i'ose :;.ong horn-

ed, Texas steers. 

He attended the locaD. grade school, ana Er .house Texas High .:>chool, 

where he starred at such ,sports as baseball , 'u.skethaiJ. , aBd track . 

After CODpleting hi~h schf ol, the : Cl.Jor attended Texas .n & 1~ , and 

four (4) years later he 1b ft Texas ./l&L. to "f ly the big ones". 

;{/ July 1940, he star .ed flying school •t ~anta ·arie, Calif

ornia, and graduated 14 !..arch 11)41, frw. ac.i .... anct;d flying school, at 

Stockton, Califorr~a . 

After flying school, the 1:a.jor joi ned the 73rd ,y~uadron , and 

was one of the first in l at Jrruadron to y>ilot the famed B-.2b. In 

the Major made history ili that type of plane in October, 1942, when 

he successfully led an "lt'tack with B-26 1 s aL'.ailtst a force of enemy 
:-, 

fact 

destroyers at Kiska, def4:litely sinking t .• 0 (2) . The Hajor ·,,as wound-

ed in this action, and evr n though badly shot up about tne race and 

hands, and also a ) ieee ~f shrapnel ir1 ni::. leg, he brought the plane 

and his crew safely back to .r~.dak. He \';as a\~arded the Distinguished 

Flying Cross and ~he • ur,lle Heart for his t:<J.lant::-y and injuries 

(34) 1 Extract Remarks ection, ! orning Report , 13 :~arch 1943. 
(35) 2 Picture of l.ajor Sa .... ter . 
(,36 ) 3 General Ord~r ."o . 141 Hd .~ . hDC 7 .J8! tehlber 1942. 
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1&2 
i11 this action. h.fte a brief lay u:) at Barnes Gene::--al :tospital , 

he r eturned t o the A:l. tian Theatre , an~ .• upon arrin;l \iets assiened 

to the 77t h as Comnwn ~n~ Officer . ::>hortly after taking over the 

assigned crutie~ of Cor mar; ding Officer, the i.1vasiou o: J.t J,1_; has 

abou t to begi n and th Air Echelon of the s,:ua<lron left vr the far

t hest and newe, t •dvanced base at An.chi tka to be in o>~ t>1e hie ::ush 

when it s t arteq . The ~ 1a.Jor :;ersonaJ.ly led his J~uadron on all 

missior,s out of An1chi ·ka, both over 1-~i:;ka ~nJd r~.·vtu . 

On the lltJh of !: 191!3, six B- 25 ' s took of:f for Attu to give 
J 

su-,port to the inv~si n fo1·ce on thnt Is1And . During the r:tor:tb of 

11 oy, . our plane+ \ ~ se · • t 1\r,c hit ka , fl ev1 oa ily mi ssions, w "" t '' er per

nuttL'1g , to su; jpor" tl e "'..r,vasion forr.e. These fJi{;hts v.ere e:.-ecnted 

in the fc.ce of low ov rcDst conditions which !'acie fl;.riLg tf1rou::sl' the 

passes c:n-:1 ravines of the Island extre:.~eJ y hazardo•.ls . 1 ilots exer

cised skill a~d ini t] <•tive in bombing aud strafi.ne so as to afford 

max.i.mum a s s i stance to our eround troo~>s . 

Af t er t he fall o Attu , our ~:Liuadron as.:ur: c.ttacked h.iska. . Flish-cs 

of from thr ee (J ) to r'ine (9 ) air;>lru1es n1ade aailj att acks , weat her 

per mitting, and t he i. o-l Kiska was on th8 l3til of A.uB-lst , 1943 . 

(37 ) 1 Gener al Order l·fo. 141 Hdqs '-.DC 7 Sept ember 1~,42 . 
(.38) 2 Gene1·aJ, Or der t~o. 40 Hdqs 11t h Air For ce 19 A: r iJ. 1943 . 
(.39) 3 Oper a t ions Su; .ary (pp 3) 3 October 1''42, 30 J une 1Y43 . 
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:..ECTiot: III ( cont 'dj 

and the me n of t-he S(jU+dron pr oved equal to every occasion. No spare 

par ts for planes were 4veilable except those lJrought in fro". cr<.~.c':ec: up 

planes at other statio1s or from Elmendorf ::,ub- depot 1300 miles distance 

a t Anchorage, Alaska . Fc•r t\•:o rr<onths the only tech su.~ply for the B-,25 ' s 

was f r om parts taken f~om two B- 25 ' s which had cracked up at Adak. 

Tech Suppl y was housed ~n pyrar.tidal tents, with rrmd for flooring . Of 

one shi pment of spark r r-ugs only 30% could be used, because of l!ater 

damage. I 

:V&ntenance v:ork o~ ::>lanes ~.,~s 1ec~ssa"!"ily conducted out of 

doors, ir. the severest ~eather . Engine chances and repair of battle 

damage was done in wind &nd storm, throughout many nights , with only 

flashli ghts and ~he he&chi ehts of truc:,s for illumination. Rain and 

snow , whi ch blew in hor~~ontal sheets, h:iuder~d the maintenc;.nce work 

a good deal of the tir.-.e . ::o inspectors were at the fie.Ld to give 

assis t ance . The ground cre\t S dis?l~ ed ingenuity and fortitude i n 

t heir never-endiug task of keeping the combc:..t :'lanes flyiz:g . No 

!)lanes repairal~le, local~ y , wer e out of CO!il!.ission for l!lore than 24 

hours . 

The r unway and :)lao~ ••arki ng areas were oi'ten covered with · .. ater 

from st oros . Durin~ t he frequent oer i ods of hi gh wind planes wer e tied 

down with oil dr1 s . Tw6 boards and a bolt were used to kee!"J the rudder 

from blowing loose, for J he interval locks wou..L.d not hold. 

I 
I 
I 
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01~CTION III { cont 1 d) 

To StUJ1.mar~ze the missions flown in this period, the fcllo1·:ing is 
1 

self exp1anatofY : 
Planes lost Planes darnage< 

!IJ.ssions Sorties in action in 

Kiska attack frorn Ada~ 33 205 1 

Kiska attack from Amc~itl:a 10 40 1 

Attu attack frqm Amchitka 13 74 0 

Sea search and a':.to.ck 6 22 0 

f~isce1laneous 8 13 0 

Totals 70 354 2 

Deck level missiohs, included iii above totals were: one (l) on 

enemy cargo ship i n orr n sea (sunk); two (2) on shipping i n l.iska 
2 

Harbor; five (5 ~ on li.it k< C&·lp and &~ batteries . 

During muc~ of th~ . er .iod covereli by these ope. ations, crevis of 

the 77th Bombardment .:><\uc.aron wcr~ standine shi1)pine aler·c, in their 

planes from dawrl to lc>. ~e Cl.fternoon. This tedious assigrunent was born 

cheerfully by all persdnnel . 

t-.'Wner ous correspondents were \lith the 77th during t he Kisb. and 

Attu operations f-lld pubf-icity YICI.S given in r,~· ... ional magazines such as 

Scribners, Colliers, sc.1 urday Evening Post , anu all of the ;)re ss ser

vices were r epre6e;,ted. 

(40) 1 Operatiorts summ4ry (pp 5) 3 October 1942, 30 June 1943 . 
(41) 2 Operatio1s Sunun, ry (!)P 5) 3 October l<;L.-2, 30 June 1)143 . 
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\ 0ECTIO!' III ( cor.t' d) 

Several bopks havb been wriLten al.>out the JL.eutians c>r.d the 77th 

is included in all: 

Briq,;e to Victory b;· Hm;ard Handlen:lln 
The Pacific is Hy Beat by l:eith .iheeler 
Sho~t Cut to Tokyo by Cory Ford 

On the lOth of Julr, 1943, eieht (8) B-25's l ed by Cant. James L . 

Hudelson carryinf 4-50otf General Purpose bombs, t ook off fror: Attu , 

Alaska, to attack the J~t_.ane se 1\c..val Base at .1:-'aramushiru in the Kurile 
1 

Islands . At this time t . is was t ue longest bombil.g n.ission in which 

land base medium bomber$ were used. The elapsed time of -che nission 

was 9~ hours. Trle distance between Attu <1 . .11d Paramushiru and retu.cn 

is 1600 miles . Upon arr1iving, tr.e tarset \I.:J.S overc<.:.st aHa t!·1e results 

of the bombing \'!as not observed. As a result of this acdon, this 

Squadron was the first Squadron to bor·tb the Kurile Islands, Tokyo 

lying only l)uO miles be~'ond Paramust:iru anu Hokkaido is about 

900 miles range . The !Joljth Pacific route is t he road to Tokyo ~d 

•1as opened in due time t~ our long ran.te bor1lbers . 

Throughout tlie montli of July, bon•bing missions to I~iska were 

made daily, weathe1r ern:i."t.ting, and the oru.:r losses this Sv.u.:Lclron sus-

tained during this month wc:.s one airplane dc<.maged herond repair wilich 

was loant:sd to the 73rd Bo.nbardment Squadron. 

On the 22nd of July, 1943, our advanced air echelon moved to 

Alexai Point, Attu, Alaska . and our crews H•1re on constant al~rt for 
' 1 

enemy shipping. 

( 42) 1 Intal.ligenc~ Summary #93 , 10 July 19L.3 . 
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SECTION III (cont'd) 

enemy shipping. 

During the n!onth ofi August, 1943, bombing missions to h.iska con-

tinued, weather permi tt~1g, and it v1a.s on t he 13th of August that the 

last mission wus made. 
~ 7 ... ;_ 

In September of 1943, the Squadron Headquarters moved from Adak 

to Amchitka, Alaska, ar r :lvine on Jimchitka t he 11th of ;)Op te!:lber .: '• ~ . 

It was on this day that the Squadrc ~ ha.d i~s tir~est ~~~ti, ! 
l 

in its history. A deck leve~. and strafing n1ission l'A:S !:lAde on OM!Q' 

shipping in the PAjramush~ru straits, l:urL.~ I~l~rh~;$ • 

a fuel load of 121R gallohs. Bomb load (4) 500 lbs . dti: ' ,,llt ·.,' . ~.:3 :\.~ ;,;, 

with 1Ul3 4-5 second delay tail only. Flight Leader liajor Salter in 
- f' 0 ) R ( A"-oo.f) { ; ) 

plane #0502, Deputy Fligh~ Leader kajor Hudelson, plane #3349, Lt. 
j>O.) I R (2) 

Savignac, plane #0473, Captain Rhees, plane r/3356, Ca~)tain Dennis, 
I( 0) sd F lJ) 

plane #4784, Lt. s t!andifotd, plane #3354, Lt. Hurst, plane #3260, 
~ (3) P('l) 

Lt . Temple, plane #9891, ~t . ilarrier, plane #0171, Lt. Berecz, plane s. RCS} PC~) 

#3345, Lt. Wilson, plane #ft564, and Lt. Rodt;er, plane ti3352. 

Major Salter took off at 0830W; balance of !'light airborne at 

0845W. 
® 

1/) 
The following plan~s returned to ba:;e: 113349, at 1735·,;, 

® ~ ® 
#3356, at l806W, #9S9l, at 1815)'1, #4784, at 1825W, and #4564, at 

1827¥'1. 

(43) 1 Intelli.gence Swnmerr #2, ll September 1943. 
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\leather out to the target was lcm scattered ceiling 500-3000 

teot. Indicated ai,r spt:eJ was 160 miles per hour and the alt.itude was 

500 feet Md lu31. Eleve~l) o! t~e planes reached t.he tar~et, J:,.a.jor 

tt\hhd ,l.l\ -rot~U't\il\S t~ baS~e be ~cmse c! t-.is ~ ta;r ct.oorn .1lW'llinl'. Att 
........ 

ing everything in sight. The anti-aircraft fire araund tbl ~ 

intense and accurate from both land batteries ana sur!'~ce em" !t~ 
straits. Even small fishing boats were re:;ortec as h~ 

guns. h total of 20 Jap~ese fighters \,ert~ ~··: · s,·:·v¢ · 

es were made at Lt. Te.-:tple 1 s plane from t he r ear at.d one c..l.\.·. c '· . ~ 1 

about 100 yards opening f~re at about 300 yarJs. A Nate m~de a 

diving rear attack to abo+ 300 yards on Lt • . iilsor. ' s plane a.11a when 

breaking away, Lt. George .n.·9.non, bombardier , hit the enemy plane with 

machine gun fire , and the ~ire from the enemy pla·te ceased. Capt. Dennis, 

while turning east after run, ••as attacked from rear and front quarter 

by two (2) Rufes and one l~nd type 2ero; three passes we1·e made from the 

right side, one fro .t ar_d or.e ''8!\r to about 200 yards. A single Rufe 

was shot dowu in flames by to;) turret gunner T /Sgt. A. J. Olsen. 

All enemy aircraft observer \ 'I ere airborne . Three followed Captain 

Dennis and one Lt. Terrq.le 1 ~>lar.e to vicinity of Koukatan Cape. 

77th-25 
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\ JEGTION III (cont ' d) 

All staytsd out of rarwe and no paSSeS were made . Battle damage t.o 

t he r eturning rJ. "l.nes ~was as f ollows : Lt . 1lilson, Plane #4564, 

nose glass brok€n, abput 40 liG and schrapnel holes right rifiG 

and f uselage most ly to the r ear of the amored door; Lt. Te1rtple , 

plane #9891, oroe hole behind a.I'll'ored door. Lt . Berec7. Has seen 

by Lt. Wilson ~ttempt:ilng to make a water landing east of Gape 

Minimi , his ri~ht engi1ne was on fire, upon contact v1itb ,,,ater 

there was an exp..Losion aud the plane sumc. 

On run dow.h the st,·aits, a ~)lane (ide.~tity unknown) \:as seen 

to disintregate in t.he ; ir after an ex•losion. !...a~or valt~r ' s plane 

was seen by Capt{. Rhees to crash into tne •. ater about five miles 

east and somewh1J1t north1 of the rally point, Cape Lopatka, ham

chatka. The fol~owing officers and enlisted :Jen were listed as 
l 

interned L~ Russfa or missing in action: 

Richard D. Salter 
Harry J. Y.oepp 
E~1ard H. Taylor 
Kenneth I. .• air 
Paul U. G;raham 
I rwin L. Lans 
Wayne A. l!arrior 
Valadimir P. Sa.hi.ch 
Alber t ~·1 . Hahn 
John A. Bfllingsley 
Joseph A. Dunwoo1y 
John T. RQdeer 
Norman E. Eastmore 
Loyal H. Fry 
Clarence 1/. Overbjy 

I :-JTERNED 

J~jor 

1st . Lt. 
2nd. Lt. 
S/:Jgt 
S/:Jet 

.r'vt. 
?.nd. Lt . 
2nd. Lt . 
2nd. Lt . 
3/Sgt 
S/Jgt 
1st. Lt . 
2nd. Lt. 
F/0 
T/:Jgt 

0-407124 
0-724320 
0- 736577 
17056622 
14053511 
1603l~237 
0-731617 
0-736570 
0-668908 
37068995 
19051559 
o- 862496 
0- 668908 
T-187479 
14039486 

1 ~pecial Or4ers .19~ Hdq. 28th Group (Cornposite) 14 September 1943. 
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-SJ!:CTION III ( cont 1 d) 

Geral<;i J. Gr er: 
Russeil E. H rst 
John M. Tay11r 
James R. 01 U<ir 
Robert 1i. .:i cox 
Ha.rryl B. H!tbJ r 
Charl rs H. Fi elds 
Horma1f lt . Sa*· ienao 
John 1 . Keit ey 
Harold R. Ho ges 
James A. Faw~ett 
Grady (tJr!I) ~i.cJ<ers 

I . I l.:ISSI NG iN 

Alber~ W. Bet cz. 
Georgl w. spJhler 
Robe~ L. Smi th 
Daniel R. WiJ . .l iams 
Robert ( NHI) jHaldo 
Quinton D. S~~.ndiford 
Vernon P • . Sh llabarger 
Thcmas B. 1(e rill, Jr. 
Anthoriy H. N Hsom 
George ~·1. \'la t es 
Franc~s L . I;qEowen 

S /,:)at . ..., 
2nd Lt. 
2nd Lt . 
2nd 1t. 
S/Sgt 
d/Sgt 
Sgt 
2nd Lt. 
2nci :.t . 
2nd Lt . 
sjsgt 
Sgt 

r.CTIOJ; 

lst. Lt. 
F/0 
~/Sgt 
S/Sgt 
?vt 
lst. Lt. 
2nd. Lt . 
lst . Lt. 
T/Sgt 
Sgt 
S/3Gt 

19055907 
0-731588 
0- 7365?8 
U-733347 
;n2725ot;, 
1.3049192 
353664'/3 
0731675 
0-523210 
0-668950 
12096582 
6920610 

0-662429 
T-187488 
3'1303760 
11 .. 054073 
16043337 
0- 662504 
0- 738267 
0-72502.7 
18033098 
39165481 
15085927 

The elapsed tiJ.~ for this trip was ten (10) hours ar1d the 

crews returnidg from the mission were highly fatigued and nervous . 

Several 1f the ~fficers and !nen are stiJ l i n the 77th, who 

were on the 11 .:ie~}te,ber mission and t-he follm~ing is t heir narra

tive accounts of the ~.c tion .• and t heir rea.ctions duriug the time over 

the t a r e;et . I 

Narrativl 

I 

1 
of Fi~st Lieutenant .lilliant I' . 1:iddleton, 0- 660507: 

(45) 1 t!arraJ ive of Lst. Lt . ~'lilUc'..'11 P. Li ddleton, 10 June 1944. 

~ 
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0ECTIOH III (cont ' d) 

"At 14:20 we wer e just outside the vtraits and ! ajor ..:>alter 

(in the lead p..Lane) }~ave the sienal to shove everyt11ing fo:ntard . 

Those 11 B- 25 ls seemed to just leap over the •. a:ter . Cal)tain lbees 

(my pilot) spotted a fishing boat t.i.~:ecUy ahead and He o~ned up 

on it with our five nuse guns. Th-:>se .-..oor Jal)s iust fell in all ' ~ 

directions. Then the Jap shore batteries be[•an to Ol)en up on us 

and it seemed l ike all hell han cut loose. .ve '·:ere caught iu a 

regular cross fire fr9r.. both sides of t.he .::>traits . Directly ahead 

lay t wo Merchartt Ships. l!ajor .Salter went i:1 on one and Ca, ,tain 

Rhees took the other . .ie let all four borr:bs go a ,.d our tail gunner , 

Sgt . Cochran s alid he saw both ships bJ.ow up as ,.,e pulled a· .. ay. 

Lt . Stanford was flying behind and to the rirh~., of I ajor balter 1 s 

ship. Just before Lt . btanford started his bombing run he received 

a direct hit and l saw his plane disintret_:ate in the air. 

Just as we pulled over the Jap shi{'>, the Jans really began to 

give us the works . They had three cruisers at the lower end of the 

strai ts and theY! openeq up with everythi::g they had. Ca.ptain Rht3es 

started using eVfi.Sive <.J ·:tion and as he pu:-.ed up he sl>otted a cannery 

just to our lef't. -.e '' mt in and str, .. feu it ana also a smU.l boat 
I 

just off shore. About t his t i ne 1 noticed my mout 1 ,,as so dry that 

I could hardly ta~k, but :t remember couatiug 10 planes as we C8Jile 

out of the Strai~s. The11 we ran into .~era trouble . The heavies 

had gone over }'l.igh a feJ minutes before :.n the hope of drawing off 

fighter s , but the~e were still plenty ~-eft for us . One i:ate got 

I 
I 
1 u;7{!28 
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-.:>it;TIC,N III ( cont 1 d) 

on our tail and ope .. e~ fire. Sgt . Cochran fired one burst at hin 

from the tail gun and then his eun janur,ed. Our top turret ';;as in-

effective because t;r. Ja" v.as too low so Ca_}t. lU'lees pullea hack on 

the stick and Sgt . Bowle!:. (in t he tal) turret) 80t ii1 a good burst . 

This scared the Ja;..~ away. Lt . Al Berecez got hit ir the engine and 

had to make a crash lah dir.z just or'f :.miJTushu . Five o.~.~ the t.vJelve - ------
B-25 1 s returned and fiye are believed to hdve beE>n iuterned in 

---------' -
Russia . 

1 
Narrative of Firs~ Lieutenant El mer s: • .::-cdet , 0-434009: 

"On September 11, 194'3, I went on Temple 's crew as :.<Lvigator 

on t he deck level raid on .)aramushiru 0traits . Twelve ple.ltc' S tool< 

off one of which ~ater ~urned back because of mechcu.ical trouble . 

~/e s i ghted ~amchutka about 30 mi_es south of .. ·etropavlovsk . 

After flying ~4arallel t? the coast for a short v.hLc \. e parted com:vany 

with the B-24 1 s who nror~eded south wni:ie we turned west . :le flew 
I • 

i~to the Sea of Ckhotslr uutil we were lined Uf! 1'it. !l the Jtrait and 

then turned due south. j 

;ie were now flying on the 1 ater al JU the roc:r of the engines 

made any kind of conver~ation almost im.,ossible . 

./e were now :t f ...ight leader since J <~jor Hudelson had turned baci( . 

Our five r lanes \ere to fly along the south shore of the Strait 

about 30 seconds ~fter t l1e other f.dght went by tne north shore . 

(46) 1 NaJ·rative of lst . Lt . Elmer • . ~calet , 10 June 1944. - · ,.. ??th-29 
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0EC:TIOII III (cout ' ct) 

I 
The coast line o:fl Sh.imusi1u aud .raramushiru were now v is:i b:i.e 

as was a columd of smdke caused by t .1e B-24 1 s who h<lc ro~te through a 

few 1ninutes before. I v.as riding in the nnse of our plane , Hh} ell nad 

five (5) fixed guns anli to be sure th2.t all guns fired they ':te_~e cor.-

tinuously charged. I p.l so had with r.:e my O\Hl C<\.rnera . ..e ;:ere now 

within range of their t a r :;er guns ann blac:;: urrtbi.·~llas were a~lpc:.l·ing 

i n ever increasing numters. Any ho?e we night of h<:~d of pulline a 

surprise attack were sbor~ cone. T,_e ',ater see ... ed fuJ..l of sr.1.all craft 

all of which seemed determined of shooting down our :articular plane . 

He were now in the ~trait and all semblance of a formation ·;;as gone. 

Temple wc..s now Ifutting the plane through violent evas ive action altho 

it seemed :imposiible to e scape being hl t --1 heard some one shout over 

the i nter phone to l.,oJ left and :;lancing that 'r.ay beheld a black 

cloud; all that was lett of one B-25. To our rieht in a little 

bay (Kr shiwabara \lan) we saw 3 large care:o shi __ ,s . Temple picked 

out the biegest, mfl.de 3 direct hits anu as >.e skiddeJ around a moW1t-

ain we sav1 it beii..ch out fire and smoke . As >le emer t;ed from t :1e Strait , 

two cruisers lying at ahchor ahead and to the right of us ooened 

fire . All this L.J'le I ln«d been busy kee: •ing the guns going ana 

sna] ping· pictures and dJm .ing myself for ever insisting on corning 

on this particullr wissj,on . .te were indicc.ting abou ' 260 m.p. h. 

~ 
77th- JO 
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'''1' ... ..., •• - n rnsntrn 

I 
0.l!:CTION III ( cont 1 d) 

but even so v1e were t r1e last ?lane out of the ..>tre1 it . The last 

plane to pass us w:_s J:Jerecez who went by us on one engine lei-".Viltg 

a trai·l of smoke . de crashed a r'ew minutes late: r exploding unon 

contact wit tl t he iiateL 

There wer k only 1 : lanes in si·~ht and our uefensive forr.iation 

was conspicuous by itl u~ence . 
A Zcke mabe a C!i 'fi r.g :~ass at us fro!: 10 o 1 cloc.c<: passing with-

in a hW1dr ed feet of cur plane. l. cou.:.d see h . s tracers chop;>ing 

the water coming clos, r to our 1,)J :-.ne but just when it ap:,eared that 

we would pass through his fire he ceased fit·ing. Temple tri.:d to 

get on his tail us thf1 L>ak~ pulled a .. a: but before v1e ~ou .... d turn 

over 30 de~rees, the d~nned Jap ••a.s on onr tail hamm.J rin€: away . 

About two more ) asses t·ere r,tade at us but they did not a _,_,roach 

too close, and ithey soon dropped behind. It •1as now 1430 .. --we had 

I 
been under fire for a yotal of abo:1t 2() minutes cltl":o it ~eemed like 

a lifetime . 

Checking 

remaini ng. ·./e 

make our base. 

turned town.rds 

oh OUr 1'rn.ai ning gCS \1t~ founr ~ tr:~.t We had 435 gcllOnS 

l lso ha~ a 25 l' ~I! tan 1. ind so \ie cteciu.ed to tr~· A...'1d 

'f,. 0 ot. i~er planes \Jere on our wing but they l- v th 

alt J rnate base . i '...! turned to,·mr rls :-tor:.e 4 hours 

away with 4~ hours f!;'IA .:_.vaj lable. LV~"l'~'thinz J'OVt:'!abJ ~ ;~as jetti

soned includin~ t11e 1 •o ~achutes in or .er to :•·'ike tl:e !'latte li_~hter. 

.... 
??th- 31 
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~>·~CTION JII ( Cl1 1t I d) 

I 
VJe kept our eyes :::;lu0J'

1 
on tne white ~·,_ > S for c::ith ~ny wine; shift we 

knew we would be un<•.bl b t.o p;et ~&cJ.. h;~lf •,:ay back we im. erce~'ted 

3 B- 24 1 s who w -re 25 df_=:l'ees o!'f cou1·se so they fo~lowed us in . 

To top matters off, th~ \ieather turned h~c... T 1e fil·st l~~d s i ,shted 

11as ! .. ul'der Point and :.~at e< reliE.f it · .. .:~s for by now t' .e visi-

bility haa dropt ed to i ess than 2 r-1iles. · .. e larweu at lf:<O over 

te.1 hours after i'le took off . ,.,. fe-;·. mint;te::> lc.t.er 3 more ,'J.anes 

came in making l totu.l 
1

nf' 1<- \'lho returned out of tt1e 11 ,,hich started 

throu~h ti1e Stra,its . l l' our s~r:ie nf t!te i e,_;_:,:r we C'·lclk,·d 1J..:,> 3 

carzo shiDS SUJ1•'. A.Htl sev..:;ral Staallel' cr3 J'l d ? 'I:C: :ed . J.... fi tt:l ng c:Li -

max \las that the roll of filr I h :.:.d e;.... ·oseci. · .. : s rui:.ed uy t : ,e ! e r son 

d"Jvelopilt[; it so t!H:.t I didn 1 t get fl. si.1,::~e ·j <::tu:.-·e of th~ rai<.J . 11 

1 
Narrati v e of T/.3gt Lf 1·r y A. ~ oore, Asn . 37370353 : 

"I don' t balieve t•l<lt t··ere \:ere ever ;~r:y ·L-vo (;rj_isted • :en in 

the Seventy Seventh v1ho swe.:.J.tP.d. more than : ·ac and i'\YSelf duriat;, that 

deck le·rel run throueh t ',e 0traits c,f .-P.r:..tmushi~·u op :.>el 't~rrber ll : 

1943 . 11Sv1eating 11 is ~: t:cr~l that one he3rs all the til ~ in the Air 

For~e but w~~ never Kne·.1 1 he full me2nin•s of ·VI-} t ~.or•J until V>e 

we;1.t through that uneodl~ i1ail a.' .._·i r·e . . ~-:.c (Lofton D. Hc Doucald) 

was the t op turret ~'1.ln1Jt:r arid I (:Warry .-. • . oore) 'I:Cl.s the :·actio 

OY1erator, on 0·1: 

lucKy for us sbe 

? l'.;t~hel~ -.vh:i.ch aarri.ed the naur .-f' "LjttJe IAldette", 

'tdood i i\11 alri_1n:.. 

I 

(47) 1 :-rarrati ''e vf TjS,fr., Larry .\. . oore, J U June 1944. 
I 
~ 
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S~~~IO~ III (c~nt•d) 

' ·e were on the ~lt..rt the whole wa;. over · ... ith : .. ac end ':~;vs elf 

taking turns Ji'idirl€; t htl r.urret. our seats ~·;er·e pret.ty sore by the 

time we got there fon ttat bicycle contraption on a Bendix turret 

isn ' t the oost comfortable ):.:!..:tee in t.he v:orld . The weather was 

socked in most of the way over and althou6't: v e dfted that f~g with 

our eyes we didn 1 t ~ee 0. - -- thing--our eyes were to have their 

f:i.ll a little i a ter. For about two b2urs on the -.,.:,.;v over -;1e :b.ad 

to wo r k on the guns t q gPt them in firlnr bhaoe--~t tte last :tin-

ute we were fo~ced to chanee pl anes and the .suns in this one v1eren 1 t 

in a ny too good shace. e:ll , we cussed like the devil about this for 

we had never heard of r ~:ero wno had b<..cn shot dO\.n by a g un that 

wouldn't fire. Howeve~ , tr·:mks to '. ac they \·,ere finally nut i nto 

~hape v;here t he:; ..... uld f:i re r.·moot ly by tbe ti:ne we cot th<:re . 

The ships began t.~ joc\-:ey :.:-.+.:: f'orr11.at'!.~n, linin[" up wing to 

wine so Mac and I knev.: tr:~ t the ti.ne i1:1 1.1 cu;;.e . . \s Wd c;: me r o::.ring 

down on top of tl he wate r·, black gardenias be15an to burst around !.lS . 

y:e were now on ~Of.i of the water and our nose ,::ur>3 v.are strafing 

the small f:i.shing bo ts nt the mouth of the str<.its . EVen those 

little - - ----- bad rnachi."le-guns firi!1g at us so w~ knew d~. rned 
well that this ·wf s goinf to get rough ;.hen 'r>e got in C1 little fur

ther. It was a. game of keeps and · ... e sure weren 1 t ;~laying with 

marbles . ~ac and I bot~ found out later t hat ~ur last sensible 

I 
I 
I 
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S~C'I'ION III ( cont ' d) 

thoughts before y;e entered that inferno werE.> of our v:i ves. 

Then we were in the st raits v.hich was full of ships. ~: ;-:c hc:.d 

I that turret spinni~g around like a top c.nd tr.ere I ;;;;::;t v;it!1 only a sub 

machi.ne gun i.n rny hand~ . All hell stddenly broke loose . T~ose 

shiJs of the rising sun and the shore batteries threw a hni1 of 

fire that we dit:lr It eveh think a bird CO'lld .:;~t th~"ough. :.:ac and I 

felt like elephants rid rinL, through tr.:.:re or . .o.. kittycar . one :::-f the 

Dlanes off vur r li..ght wing :;uddenl:.l blew U;J in rai.dair but he got his ship 

which blew sky hf gh. TAe rihole hsrbor ~•as on fire ~nd the tr~ cers 

'ore cutting Zifl~ers in tr , water clirectly oelo..,, our 'lc~ne--up just 

a little higher clnd---wJn, ''e ' d rather forge-t c. bout that. Tn lhat 

upper turret with lhat plexi-gl ass dorr.e it :... opeared to ~."3C .:l S tho•lgh 

every tracer was comine directly at hi;n and he ··;as really fT3.bbing 

for that seat as We bounf:: ed Up and dohr. ,_;_th C::V:-iSiVe act i on. i.fttr 

we got back llac df scovered that the seHt of :-Jis par.-t:.s \\as fall of 

I 
holes . He was s till for just about a cecond ~nd I was airaid that 

they rad got him wh~n thl t old turret beran lo revolve Rgain <.nd I 

breathed a sign o~ relie~ . 

I was about to go n~ts having all those -------- firi..r,g a t me 

and not being ablP to thr""l''< ::.nyt ring bac1< 50 T took the sub and 

sto.rted back towards the ;r·e.::. r where I cot!:::.:i be aole to fire trrough 

the wind.:>ws out bo~h ~ideb . !:ac had the turret swung <tro,mct to such 

I 
I 
~ -· ••• \.. -J 
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I S :r.TJON III (co~ 

a position (thartk God ~or that) thr:.t I couldn 1 t get passed him 

so I stuck the 9un out 'tht Viindow right at my s i ae trying tc get 

a shot at something. I lf I v1ould have been c.ble to get to the rear, 

I wo uld have ca ught a t~enty milimet~r right through my head. Cur 

plane was really ca t chihg flak no~ and ~ac and ~ could feel e~ch hit 

upon it as thou;p it were a s tab in th~ hec:rt . How could anything 

get through a WA-ll of d .rt: liiee: that Wf:l still d.)n 1 t '.now . ·.:e 

got our ship--Mac s&Yl itl blow up as v.e pas ~el over it. \,e were 

now about passed all the shippi ng; pulling out ~f range of t he 

shore batteries Jr.en :•ac and I began to be~ieve that the 11ir.:~cle 

mi.!?'ht ha')pen when the delv::.l itself lo:-:::ecl up ;)ff our rieht silje · b 

the form of a Jao Cruisef' . Cur bonbs ·sere a.l.l t:one so all we hc:d to 

do was get oa:>t h~m--year - that 1 s e.ll f That 0irty - ------ , ... .._'ide rae 

and 11e so sick as v:e s<tv. \ him blinklng a t us f r om ste:n t o stern-

that Jap cruiser had more guns than a dog h:.s fleds. Somehow 

we got pas t that ~ess an~ as we cL:ne t o the enct of the s traits 

we were greeted by about fifteen zeros :.. t two o 1 '::lock. 1~a c thoueh t 

hj s big op.portunitfY wn.s at hc.nd for ne had often said bac~-; in the 

s t r.tes that it was our bir, ambhion to get a zero o r two . Howev<;r 

'1 I we were st1 l on the Jeck Gnd a pr etty tJu~h target ~ nd ~ere ' s ~here 

we found out that rhey ·seren' t the •·do or die" fi~;f:ters as we had 

a~~ays supposed th~~ to ~ - Only one ship came within reach of 

l~ac ' s guns and aftJr the 9ose guns and l.:ac 1 s u::mt-r turret out a burst 

I 
I 
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~ECTION III (~ont'd) 

into him he took off li~e a turpintineu do:;. I saw about five Th.lfes 

off at fifteen hundred yards and let then h<.ve a burst of my .. icked 

sub machine gun-all I 6at: say is ·that I have ::;hot 11at'1 a Jap 

plane. :le pulled a\7a'j ~rorro them and t.:ac and I kne>l pretty •· ell 

for sure thet t his tb'e 'the fi.reHorks were over but there wa s one 

more sickening si~ht wh::..fn we were yet Jo see. Jmother l.:itchell off 

our right wing hap an eJ·gine on fire ana began turning into us. He 

v·as making for Russia so we 1~ulled up as ht: i.ent unoer . l.tac and I 

were praying for those b~ys for we haci <.t lot of btH.\ui ..:s in those 

other planes with whom .we hau been Hith back in the states . The 

ship was losing al ti.tude a.1d it was evident that, he v:ou:!..d h:.ve to 

make a water landing before he reached the co.::st . 'dit.h fro~~en 

thoughts we watcheti as he eased the ship into th&t icy . at-er. He 

slid along for a f e\'1 secm?us and t hen exploded-->\e looked at each ot her 

without vJords. .'is we tooR our course to return to "'ttu, : .Rc and I 

felt as t hough there \.asn ' t a thing in t he \iOrld that could bother 

us . Although we fe~t ;· ret)ty sure that our .: s wou_d run out w1d 

we \1ould h<...ve to make a 1.a Jer landing, v;e took that as a joke after 

s>·,eating our v1ay throu[;l! that hell. ,;e made it oka~· hov1ever \vith 

very little gas left and l Ater that night, .. e gazed with drunken 

eyes u pon those sevEfn ern >t~../ revett:.ents . 

I 
I 
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s-:c?IO!, III ( cont I ., ) 

1 
Narr a t :i ve of First I ieuteC'c..nt 1;;allace ( K~:I) .. ickham, 0-736/., /~1 = 

indication we had that we ~cr~ a~oroaLning t~e t 

crease in speed, as v.e 1 tt. a.:-,.n on t o the 

ward to forty (40) inches ·lmi n<;;edled the 

ensi ve fonnation formtd "' .line nf •)law; .. S for JUT 

ping and tht planes jum/ eo aht-.d in a sur~d ,l ~ 

in th~ final stretcp . 

After wh::. t seemed an et0r!1~ty, Lt. cl~ uue ',ilSI.'I\ !'·' 

}-l:ze and brought oqr c.tterf bn to a couple of "hi;-~ on our rit:ht . 

didn 1 t va r y our cour:E , ha\1evr-r , we ,,ere 3.fter oi,r 1-;er , .. ·ame. lt. 

'·'c:.ll .,ce ···ickh:lm unlimbered r•is cal'ler:. i;;.nd r:we ::. ned to SlJ.u~e . Lt . 

Geor,c;re ;,rne.on, t he "\Jomb~rd ter-nc; vig::;.to r, w.:s on o r r:·tt;r_r in the nose 

t hKing ca re of tt'•P nose: vfm and g-•v~:; ll_ o.! r.:c:ss, ... r ; 1f c<.~l] of rendi

ness. I';P were 811 set. 

cuddenly y,e r~"pocd olt of th€ L.:-zc nd for ~ fr~ction cf 

second st:--;d ~till . "'Jr~ri s~" P.•.] 1 no. The l i t tlP - ------- were 

Cl•ude looked at tr.1 !.: .c!l; \'IJl: in front cf hirr. <. n~ 11 ::_il D~:rlet te 11 , 

our pl-nt, st:"~rted fir. ::- inc holts . Eo..,. : .e Lot t.hr_,Ll.bh even the f.~r~ t 

•··all of that hellish borr.c.' 'j€ '.ve •J.l :1~:.ver KOOI\ . The St r <,il \.~·s a live 

(48 ) 1 tJarrati.ve pf lc;t , : t. · .. E.lLcP (?'~ T) · ~ckl- ·,rn, lO June '2.~44 . 



I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

with s hips of all size~, l ti tt] € one.::: , bie one s , .. _, r s hi ..;s , :n r d•.:..nt 

ship~, and a .::1yriad of aux~lL. ri,.;s, everyone from t ; . n~r craft t o 

throwing ui" L r:,ns t c:.nt stre~m of l-=--d . · ·e \\ere b.._ i r.g 

like b chip f n ;, storm. Eol(;s beg.:m to a?pea r 

m.lr aculously all over tht bl;;rH:. "TE..r'Y·-ttesH, -c r~::_'l\ed t;lc; ude over 

lO ,000 toners 

throv:n around 

the roar . Wick grinr~ed ~n ~ \'. ~nt on fro nU ~·.1.1~· ~ ir~n£" h:is car• .. ; r·• . 
I 

Cur flexible nose gun '~'•c S t h<. t tering so · .. e ·.m~·. ('-t=-.) r •· t: v:. s or. t he 

.~oh. 8l6. ude stc rted lookin• for e1. t a rget. rt: U"ti if \'.8 ,-_·ere f!0 • n l" 

to fO through t hat inferr.o ·re ~.ere Pving t c ,;et :1 bif c lJe . l oo!< ing 

eVer,'-"V;here .:.t once We <; '• W ~: <.,rt =) t.:.ni:o rd I ~ r f ip -::l i s:.tJ"''; r in .J ruff 

of smol-:e. r :> time 1or ~en~i.1"~'1 t, it r·a:w ' t 

merr.bered t o s -~;r 11to~gh" :!.n ltr ibutR to :·o:-t, 

t.i 11. ld. t c r t ~ :."'. t · e r e -

Tom }.Cerrill11 , the sq uadron ru;wrist--- well, To.r . .:1l \\ays s ., id he !•di dn 1t 11 

cc..n e out here to stc.Jrt 1 c, <;oll egen . 

s econds later a big merchc..r.t nan l oor.led in frunt of t.: s-- our baby. 

Claude toggled a couple of 50.) 1 s right in the side of the bi;:; blJ.ck 

- - --, and ~ve knew he . ·-::: ::: cooked coose--(:_ac, our gunner , saw 

him blow sky high) . 

~~e hopped over r he sh::.p a nd poppc:d back :)P the w:.ter. It ..,ee:n-

ed as though we had been in the Sdll'le pla ce a lifeti.me, they were 

throvdng eveiJ~hing at us--i ven the big cousta l f uns ~ere l~ying 
stuff in front of us , chuck i ng towering w~t~r s pouts, hoping we 
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Vlvuld crash into th~. 

::- _1. __ ~ 1.1 IIJ ( . . t I 4 • 
...;J...v. J..\. 1~ ( U!l -..) 

Claude kicked it off to the r i ght, and there in front of us--

hot dog--another big o!"'e . ·:e started :~ftcr b..im s tr:..fing as v.e \':(..nt-

·1 cs.me the dawn--it was : .. n er(emy crui:er, v;hich turned reel all over, and the 

whole plane shuddered in et ery bolt. Th<:it was the time we were 

wis hing the Baker dash t\\o f i ve had a r~:;wrse ge:.r . Tt w~s too 

late t hough , we had comrr.itec! o·.1rself an·-1 t:<'ci t" cv ... t lete our run . 

Slu;rs crashed through \our nosf! !'r.c:tlering t !:e p:exi- clas'5, o.nd 

the whole f ront of the pla1e seemed to disintrez<.tte . l ~ad ·,;~2 poo

ping .11 over the cock-pit. ',c. lly c:1ueht a slur in his left boot 

numbing the leg up J o the ~nee as thoueh he 1d had the oin shot off. 

Afraid to look he felt dov;n a::- f a r u~ his <..nkle--found it ull there--

rea c:s11red he gr a. bbed his ca.-:1:::r3. trigge r ~c in then sto"oeci . 

Looking at him, ·· ilsoj knew the s ·..r.1e thought !'lad struck rim. 

Our nose gun that h, d been f i r ing sine€' we '.3nttred the strnit was 

silent---poor George . Looking over our ~houlaer we s.:w his helmet 

r oll bact-: t h r ough the crc.wl!v.ay, we thouth it t o be t he orc~n of 

t he tragic conclusion of <... 'boy ' s \ nny ca reer. 

The two in the cock-p~t looked at t.acl: other, and ",,ally d id his 

seat back to see if therE:: \·1as <\nything he could do fo r the youne 

bombardier. Bingo, 'out of the ttmnel comtls George , no t only a live 

but very active. 

'??th-3Q 



~ECTION III (cont 1 d) 

Lets get out of here", he bellowed, "they just ~hot the devil 

out of the nose," ~ ;ilsan [ rinned and poi!1t~d to the air speed, 

wav:Jring near the jOO l '!rk, "Bub, we ain't p,u·ked 11 , so.id ' .ilson, 

and George returned to th• nose and his C:WlS v.ere spoutin5 again . 

From there on uut it .. ~s gravy. S'lrt::, \'ie had f : fteen or twenty 

Zero's on us , and inci ~nt.ly 't.e sent a N~.te s;no}.ing to e:.rth. :;e 

had a rough touch sv.ec. inc cur gas and :.c.r.di: •c in zero-zc-ro - tuff 

vd.th fifteen Minutes 1 e-way, but as I sa~r that ·;;as grav:.'--ctfter the 

hell of r->s.ramushiru St <d t, :1nything woul d be . 11 

After thinJ s settled down ag:1-ln ;.;fter the Pu.rnmuc;hi ru missi0n 

further questioning \laJ C( nducted, and evE>r;/ oossibility v:as in-

vestigated to eliminate any further recurrance of 11 Seotember. 

The following is L interview c.:;.nducted by ~.'&. ~or ··;illiam ~. f1erold, 

t..-2 XI Bomber Coi~..mand, with Major James L. uudel.son and Caotain Robert 

l 
Dennis : 

C'UESTiml : 1tias tht re a synchronhation of watches between t he me

dium and he~.vies before takeoff? 

ANS'. ,'ER 

,.. . 
'-!.• 

A: 

I belii ve there v.c .• s between ~-.ajor Salter c.nd }/ajor Gash, 
but no synchroniz~tio~ o1 watches generally among all 
pilots 

Did thl mediUllis follo~ the h~~vies out? 

Yes, v. r wer..; in visual contact 'f;ith them. 

(49) 1 Ir;.terview ~-i t h 1'ajor ~udelson aP.d Captain Dennis 30 September 1943. 
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Q: 

A: 
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A: 
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A: 

A: 

A: 

bECTION ITI (cont'd) 

I 
Describe the route followed ;:ft-er la.ncifall unL . .!.. the a:.tac;.. . 

nfter ~an<llall v.as macie , the !l ·i ssion proceeded directly 
across Kamchatka at an altitude of 7 , 000 feet; went 
about t5 mi les west of i\aJr.chatlca , turned south , and 
starte~ lettin~ down for the attack . 

Did you hear radio silence broken? 

(Major 
1
fiudelson) ~' raaio OJ Je!'dt.Or pic!;:~d U.:-) a messat,e 

on 5?35. (A copy of the r·.essar;e \-vu.s secured . --essa::;e 
sent bJ-~ B-24 #891 at 131+0 . ltiidio siience broken) . 

Did you see an euemy fi1~hter trailing you prior to the 
attack? 

No, we pid not . 

DURHIG TH.S ..-.TT,lCK 

(All questions i 1 1,his section ans1'1el'ed by Ca!1taiL Dennis) 

· .• hat were the power settings useu ::.nd I.A. 0 . <.,uring thtl 
attack'!· ::m1 long before the actual attack did you 
attain tJh~_s sf)eed'i 

Five mil~s bef_pre enterine; :-aramushiru Straits, I started 
using fu l :l- t~rot.tl8 , _1lllled 4l) to 44 inc es, (even saw 51 
inches oh ce) using fu L. rich. I . .y SJ'eed ilas 250 miles 
!1er hour. 

How long a time did you use these set.tings? 

Between 3~ minutes: All during bombing runs an<i 
during t r)P- attac ;{ by e(lem,:: fighters. 

.~hat was your altitude of attack? 

Between 110 and 50 feet . 

Did you ~e the heavies at.tacking? 

~!o • 



l.ol : 

A: 

~ : 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

"": 

A: 

d.wCTIUi III (cent 1 d) 

Did yo~ see any shj :-: ou fi ro or <mJ smoke , ts in the 
st.raits prior to your .o.ttc..c~:·: 

No . 

'tlhat. wls your iupressioll of the snore litw:.; 
ano th~ ~en~ral terrain near the sht-re? 

of the streits 

I had the ge11eral ill!!Jression t <.~.t t .. e shore .Lines w~.ce 
sheer cliff s rangine !'roJ•l 200 to 500 fe~t in hei.~ht . ~he 
terrain generally rosl: very quic~tly to h_,.gh altit:.1de:; 
back of the .raramushiru shore line . 

,fuat Af\ fire did y ou rec.-ive? 

~ie rec~ived fire from the to:1 of the ::>hore cJ.iffs anu .1. 

also hr1 d the impres.3ion that. >.c \.ere receivin,s fire fron 
dur- in positions half v.ay u t. ese c _iffs . The last "-"' 
fire ·., received \.as from :. batter:' on ...>uno Cape . 

7/as t.h yre anything to the re JOl't. ;·,e receiveu that sotne 
500,/ br~b., explodec on codc..ct '. . 

Yes , ~ ~Jvr :..ialter dror•ped one o , ., sh11) anti there was 
an irru e di ate explosion which t hrew my ship 2UO feet in 
the air to the rit:ht. re<.~.r . Thil:> caused the strar of 
t.he bo;fi:• ..... rdier ' s ~-un to break. .L•,e gun nit hir> in the 
face a..1ci stunned hi:r \'l1ri.ch prevented him fro:il dro;_?ping 
his l:~tt two bOHI'bs . rie later jettisoned t hese bombs . 
(S"e sti, :•t t;•lcntar y re·,ort b~J Crc.tn<!nce Offiecr on this) 

.i~:5 an.~\" f irt3 receive,. fro ... 1-he e, :;t and nor tl, oides of 
Jhimusl1u? 

:t~s, :~ e l'·~ceivtld fire frun the vicinity o1 ...>uno Ce:...,Je . 
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A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 
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- · v~-:::TIG~~ III (cont I d) 

.. uen we ··e you first attacked b,v e:iCH? fi ,}lt.ers? 

.. e wr re a.,ta.ckeo. just aaer \.e tur: e<.t left anc l eft. 
the r.>trait. Enemy fight.~rs dove on us fr..:t. 2, vu0 
feet~ we were s t ill on the deck . ----

./hat was the duration of their a t tack? 

They a t -cacked for about 20 r.ri.nutes . 

Did t he missing pla nes show any evid~nce of battle 
dama1e or s igns of oistress? 

Yes--}'a:~rier couldn ' t clo.:;e his bomb bay cwor s . Cne 
pl an1 loo~eri like it .. as hit on t :1e l eft side by .r.A. 
I sa~ Rodger s l.Dst a.:. Su.no ~ape anu I helieve he fol l ow
ed Ha jor .Jal ter. 

Did ar1yone have contact with ~ tijor ..;a~ ter: 

H.hee.5' tried t o cont.:J.Ct ';,.jor ..>a~ter and Fr.;', Lt . .;1oci.ger 1 s 
co-pi~ot J ansHereci say:..ne chat ..,alter ·.m.s hitting t he 
water . 

Do Yvp know i f anyone sa;~ ..;alter Lit the .:at er ? 

Yes . I I sav: him _.;o do;.n . fhe r e we<s a flaslJ of f l ame 
from t he leadi r:g euee of V1e '.';in~ and fr,'~-' tl'e bor:··b 
ba~r b t t he r.1ade a .:_;ooa :Laildir:.s and ski.rr;L•ed alone the 
wat~r rlo mor e !'lanes ~~ere se en. 

Do yj tld nk th~re is any :)ossi bility of the rnisr->it:_:: 
plan_,: ~ hav i ng r uine: en...;:.nes from !. u:.ling too ;:,uc h 
rM- ~·cur~y? 

No, I do:1 1 t think so . ·-~' nl<-:r.t:! ;,;:;sn 1 t at e:.ll aff ected. 

-
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A: 

. .... 
A: 

.,l: 

A: 

Did you SP8 <>n e ner.zy iit:hbH· 1 ith 

Y -1 . .... T d 't . ' t ·t es, _;_ <.,1 u. _ . o:1 Y.nc:. · ~-:i., 1. 

rath~r slk J.andinc e;ear . 

D;J J',..J1l s~· -: ar1yo .. 1e ' · ' .._ ' T -·c: • . .:t:·· CCU'Ll.i' _:: 

.io . 

Did yotl have a~r corJ'"Hnic• tion ~> dif~'iculties? 

:o, noAe .3. t all. 

homaee to one in parti1u t 1r, <;.jOl' .ii.ch<. rd D. ,.c.ltur. Thi:s .:riter 

has asked numerous offjjc~.:rs and r~cn to tell h~11 c.bont :·:.jvr . .~a:l.t er, 

and what th e.-r kne11 about h~ "1 . ·~n ever; occas:Lo11 the C:..P.3'•1er v s , 'nC' 

one knew him, no o~,e co •. lJ f i :_:ure hi, ottt , <.. ... L ,.,.<:! ::I'C'N is :1e ws.s fcc~ 

Texas , and one. of t.he bbst C0~:1<J.:.ui :_; (J!!'~cers th:.s v ·;.u:.drun eve r had . 

Yes, he wa s tough, Ylhr.!'l l ~~~ .,<J.i.d .;..:.g <' fox ho:!.e , he r.cant di g a fox 

hole: 1l!"!Q the next da;.r ~;e j.)ersonall;r l_col{eo r.o see if it >J<:.s dee~ 

enough." ,hen ::.ne of fi. ?ers \~ere ~o:i.w~ to r1css -=e.rl~r and eating the 

brec..d and j c,I: before t::J •:!;s hou1· L.:!_:w1 , he tol<.~ ti ter. tne :; ess hours 
I 

11ere so and so, a:!d not 't , ~;o to i :1e ? ' !0'3 rw l:!. l"el'or·0 the -.;esigna.ted 

1 
tiT.e. He tJas touf'1 , butl he ·-.as ho,1'.st . I: h-3 s~; :t in n romotion 

for sore officer in his . .) ~u<:.dron , [>c1d i;i.ny ·!lt-:.st.ion c2.:.te up about it he 

would &a: , "if he is •;.;o.d enoueh T.o h\! i:. n .v vquadr0 ., he i 3 good 

enough to be promoted, if y)u thir' k t•':.t he isn ' t '.1orthy, I aon ' t 
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de. 

T}-le Vajor ~·<~:~ c.. ·•r-.eJ the v-:_;_ver .>t .:n· for his rallantr:r in actj '-=':1 
1 

on ll Se_.1tember l~}L.J. 

f~s e result 0f t.~e • oss 

HudeJ son took cor:•.mar.d for "'he 

of 'ajo!' ,,, J l..cl' on the 1.l Se!1tember, !.r::.~or 
'21<-3 

3..n~' ltcr b tr<d.nt:r • 

On the 13th 
4 

;lir at :!.S52·;. 3 

.J_ G~tob~!·, l(l!), t !1e 

B-~5 s v.~re ail·l orne j 

into the air because ~ ~1e a.c.tack v.as .;~] rea.tl,Y in :)rogr.aJs . " 'vL'tal 

of 9 bor bs ••ere c•.ro -.. , d. (,ae (1) i.'e.Ll j nto tlll~ \.ater ne<:lr t.he v1est 

end of the East- .:est rull .. <'Y, four (L J l::utued i:: the \later n.'i1 c one 

of our cargo vessels t d one l<;ndea on the norti1 bank of a new ~·0< d 

to J~assacre Bu.:·. 1 
~o.su.al tie s t.o 1)E;; SC' '.~\P.l \':ere t.1ree (3) ~;li[htl;v · .. ounc.ed; t v.o (2) 

aboard the cargo shi! .JJ, d one ( l) j ,~ +)• t-> .k ~-Bee are a , no other dam-

age was received to ei t,,1 r pro.-.ert~r or .lersonnel. Tr1e entire r a i d 

lasted about seYen (7) rrinutes> eJ.l. ener.:y bor.1b.ers usi11g cl0ud cover 

for a hasty wit h<iraw i-. 'fne J o ,.> 3oJ .• L c r o 1. ere " Letty ' o" and there 

were a total of eicnt (.3). Our ;:,!tree (J) 3-.25 1 :; who took off to 

( 50) 
(51) 
(52) 
(53 ) 

1 General Orde~·p tl?? Hdq H!JC 22 Vctober 1>43 . 
2 Extr a ct Re::t"lrks uection · orui •,e ~teport 8 uctober 1943 . 
3 Pi ct ure of t:<:.~or Hudelson. 
4 I ntellj ~ence pu ·1mary ,/1 14 Oetoher l ~:a . -
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intercept the enerr~r , returr,ed to base fc:.ili1 c to r;a'-\e corttact Hi th 

t he e r. en;:,r ci1tc to • .. e~thrr. 

In October, 1 ,J.d , re, '..Lacemenis for tim c1·e .. s ..... o 3-v on ii of ._,e :~

t.e!'lbl'3r 1943, mission t:.Jri veu , aJ:c... <.. t re. i.nin~ •ro. ,rwr. coveril._; all 

~hases of hli ation wa~ ~ started. 

During the month ~f ,;over.1ber, l'J43, c.fle .J•:u<,l1ron -.,as :,taw. j11g 

shipping alert at .... ttu a.nJ .r.rnchitl:<~ . Gt.e ;)lane ;m e. ere,., · •. as J.ost 
l 

during the month of hoJ enber . Lt . llo/ (N:'I) Hobinson awi crew l<<:.s 

on an operational flir.:,Ht to .C:lmenoorf .Field, rllaska to c.ttertd instru-

ment school. The plane ";ent down oet~;een Umnak ana Adak and nothing 

more has been heard of it. lst . Lt . Irwin C. !'ri ce , from tlle .:>- 2 

Section , was a passen,,;et· anroute to A;!cnoret!~e , .-~..Laska for a puc h 

I needed r est, was also lo~t • 

. leat her pr ohibit·:d flJing dail.t and training nisoi ons · f~re flown 

when possible . Ground 1chool classes \.ere con<tu cted includinb navi-

gation , r ecognition, bQ'Tjb trainer, a •,d link trainer . 

out 

hut 

The tranS ·)ortation St~ction VICis lost due to a 
?. 

on the night of 9 . ()~enber l~JL ) . ..>gt . , or~aer 

next to tne gar ... ~,;e .J., a.~. a.l{ened \·hen t ne fire 

fire thc:.t b r oke 

sleeping in ;:. s t out 

broke into the 

walls of the hut next to hj s bed. He nroused tl:e othBr men and ..>r;t . 

Jones called t he Base Fi~e Depart11.ent anu then cali~d Lt . L;·nett , the 

mot or officer at the time. 

( 54 ) 
(55) 

1 Extract Recor ds 9r1d .Svents 0ectio'1 1 or nine Repor t ) 30 November 1943 . 
2 Ltr. Trans)ortat~on Fire, 9 November 1 'Hd . 
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~lhen Lt. Lynett c.rriv~d the saro.ge •. as covered entirely b~· r'le:..mes 

and the stout hut was burne ·~ to the grounu. Veh:~des p: rkt::d n0ar tn~ 

garage were on fire and these i11cludeJ a conunand car, a 3/4 toa uick-

up, t>w jeeps, and a .. ea!)ons carrier. C,)l. vat.ey suffered burr.s to 

his hands >.hen he tried to 'drive tne CO!T'Jnand car fr01n thP, gar<:. ~e. 

Three ir.vestieations v, !'n·e held by the !.-ase Consnander, At'O 986 and 

the causes of the fire v1 ere cl etermiLed H.S unh.nO\m, a .. d t-he l.amB.Le 

amounted to ~50vO.OO . 

In addition to the V(;)hicles lost, there \H;re .los..: es of ersonal 

e~ui.t:ment to the men, a compl ete seco;1u echelon t t;Ol kit, \;elding 

equirment, snall arnts, &nd P..:l;l the recorJs of t he trans ,ortation section. 

During the month of Decer-1ber, 1.'ajor Huuel:oon fle\. to the ma.in-

land of Alaska to get u necessn.ry ar.,ount of Christruas cheer for the 

men who would be thousands of miles a\.ay fr:·rr. home on t his storrr.y , 

bleak island of .Amchitka . 

On Christmas Eve, a party v:as held for the o!fic0rs a: ·d enlisted 

men in their respective r.ess halls , and even though everyone w< s 

thinking of home, a good ti.n1t: \F-s enjoyed bJ all. 
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When Kiska had been taken 
and the fight at last was on, 

Who stayed behind to guard the "chain" 
against The Rising Sun? 

_/ While other boys went eastward 
For merriment and fun, 

HE took the westward run! 

Chorua: 

Oh, when the rain beat viciously 
and fog had closed in, too 

fie sweated out the Nippon fleet 
in stout huts on Attu. 

When we were sleeping peacefull 
«way down "in the ~ck," 

Some joker came and pulled us out 
with., "Get in the air -- at ck!" 

So bound then for the line were we, 
a night so very black 

We had to go on instruments 
to find the briefing shack ... 

Chorus: --

"The big ones have priority," 
we were then addressed, 

"First go get the carriers and 
then go get the rest. 

J "And never mind their A-A fire 
it's sure they've been out uessed." 

All spoken with great nonchalan e 
while we hoped for the be t . 

Chorus: --

"Don't drop them all on just one run," 
they said before our doom 

- "For when you've sunk your fir t one 
a cruiser may then loom. 

"So strafe and bomb and sink h r , too, 
for victory mighty soon!" 

Meanwhile we had to contemplate 
a "Mitchell" for our tomb. 

Chorus: --

"Never mind their batteries, 
pom-poms and even higher 

"For your nose guns will insure 
a neutralizing fire. 

"If 'Zeros' jump you on the way, 
then just send us a wire. 

" We' ll notify your next of kin , 
we've lost another flier ." 

Chorus: --

Porehance those not so fortunate 
land in Russian wilds, 

A goodly distance still from home, 
at least a thousand miles, 

Then we settle by Tashkent 
amid the Near-East styles, 

s woatJ.ng out internment, 
still on the "misaing" fjJ,ea ••• 

Chorus: 

Now let the rain beat viciously 
and fogs may close in, too, 

Because we're through with Nippon 's fleet 
Since we left Shumushu. 

The reason we're all over here 
no petrol left to burn, 

Our S-2 had reported 
"You'll never be interned, 

"And jf you land in Russia 
you'll surely be returned." 

Now by our example 
a lesson they have learned. 

Chorus: --

We've seen the smoke of battle 
and felt the kick of flak, 

Watched never-ending tracers 
from enemy ack-ack. 

And though the scenes looked dar k before 
they'd never seemed so blac k; 

But on just like the Light Brigade 
We pressed home the attack. 

Chorus: --

A sheet of flame and wreckage 
in the center of that hell 

Marked where the flight had ended 
for some we knew so well. 

With but the scream of tracers 
to tell their parting knell 

They wished to go down fighting. 
That's exactly how they fell. 

Chorus: --

They wished to go down fighting. 
That's exactly how they fell. 

courtesy, Jim O'Dair 
RT 10, Hattiesburg MS ( C)l990 JRO 




