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JCP/hol 

AG 320.2 (8/31/36) 
Misc. (Ret) 

October 16, 1936 

SUBJECT: 	 Hi8tor.y and reconstitution of the 

73rd Aero Service Squadron (World War). 


!00: 	 Commanding General, Ninth Corps Ar.ea. 

1. The 73rd Aero Service Squadron, a unit of the American Ez;pedi tiona17 
Forces, was organized at Camp Waco, Texas, Je).ruary 26, 1918. !hie Squadron 
sailed tor overseas on the "Matsonia11 August 14, 1918. It returned to the 
United States on the "Duca D'Abruzzi, 1 June 181 1919, and vas demoblized 
at Hazelhurst Field, Bev York, July 4, 1919. The 73rd Aero Service Squad­
ron is not entitled to credit for battle participation but · ia entitled to 
credi' for serfice in France from August 26, 1918 to November ll, 1918. 

2. In order to perpetuate the bisto17 and traditions o'! the 73rd ·Aero 
Service Squadron which served as a unit of the American Expeditionar,r Forces 
in the World War, it is hereby reconstituted and consolidated with the 73rd 
Attack Squadron which was constituted 6ctober 181 1927 a~ an inactive unit. 

»y order 	of the Secretar,y of War: 

.(signed) 	 G. H. T.ABEEY 
Adjutant General. 

1st Ind. 
320.2 

(.AG-M) 

Rq. lilliTR CORPS ·AREA, Persiclio of San Frsncisco, Calif., October '27, 1936. 


· TO: Commending General, March Field, California. 

(Signed) 	 H.T,P. 

(Typed) H.T.P. 
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~ Hia.tory of 73rd Bombardment Squadron
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(M) ~• •• 
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The original designation of the 73rd Bombardment_. Squadron (!l) ... 
was the 73rd Headquarters ~quadran. Origiri~lly organized 18 October 

l927t the squadron remained inactive from the date of constitution until 

15 July 193~• It was originally allotted to the Ninth Corps Area. On 

18 May 1929 the inactive 73rd Headquarters Squadron was redesignated 

the 73rd Pursuit Squadron, also inactive~ and successively redesignated 

the 73rd Service Squadron. 73rd Attack Sq~adron on l.March 1935, 73rd 

Bombardment Squadron (M)1 

In 1929 the 73rd was assigned to the 18th Pursuit Squadron, and in 

1931 was transferred to the 17th Pursuit GroupQ 

On 27 March 1941 Capt. Jack N. Donohew was the Co~~anding Officer 

and was relieved 15 December 1942 by Major Henry s. Taylor. Capt. Warren 

E. Beth assumed command 13 April 1943. 

A tabulation of the strength7of the 73rd is as follows: 

Date Officers w.o. F.o. EM Ai!llanes 

July 15, 1931 2 91 P-26 (Boeing) 
July 31, 1931 7 98 
Aug. 31, 1931 7 97 
Sept 30., 1931 7 130 
Oct. 31, 1931 6 126 
Nov. 30, 1931 13 122 P-12 (Boeing) 
Dec.• 31, 1931 14 126 
Jan. 31, 1932 15 128 

(1) 1 This history was prepared from a brief outline history of the 
unit. The_73rd is no longer in this thea:tre hence records are not avail­
able and it is assumed that the correct detailed history- will be submittal 
through the Air Force to which it is now assigned. . ­
(2) 2 WD letter "Additional Inactive Units of the Regular Army" dated 
18 October 1927 file AG 320 (10-11-27). 
(3) 3 Letter AGO 320.2 · (2-8-29) da~d 5-18-29. 
(4) 4 WD· letter of 17 October 1939 file AG 320.2 (9-27-39) M (Ret) c. 
(5) 5 Letter AGO 320.2 (2-8-29) dated 8 May 1929; 
(6) 6 Letter dated 15 July i931 file AG 580 (4-20-31). 
(7) 7 No data was listed for years 1934, 1939 and February 1941. 
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___.. ..Da.te Officers w;o-: F~O. EU Airplanes---··-·-·-· -- -. ______ _:_ - ·- -9 -·. -·- ·--.. -.- - ..... --·-·­·-~- - 125Feb. 29, 1932 15 "" 
- ... ·--- ·- - ·123Mar. 31, 1932 17 

126Apr. 30, 1932 17 
May 31, 1932 17 128 

127June 30-, 1932 14 
17 119July :n, 1932 

118Aug. 31, 1932 14 
. 113Sept 30, 1932 . 16 

113Oct. 31, 1932 15 
116 /N.ov. 30, 1932 16 
119Dec. 31, 1932 11 
121 A-17A (Northrup)Jan. 31, 1933 11 
124Feb. 28, 1933 9 
118Mar. 31, 1933 13 
123Apr. 30, 1933 12 
122May : 31, 1933 10 
120June 30, 1933 8 
116July 31, 1933 11 

Aug • .31, 1933 6 116 
116Sept 30, 1933 7 
123Oct. 31, 1933 8 
121Nov. 30, 1933 8 
125Dec. 31, 1933 9 
120Jan. 31, 1935 11 
126Feb • .28, 1935 12 
64:V~r. 31, 1935 12 
64Apr. 30, 1935 14 

May 31, 1935 12 63 
63June 30, 1935 12 
64July 31, 1935 11 
62Aug. 31, 1935 11 
65Sept 30, 1936 11 
60Oat. 31, 1935 10 
67Nov. 30, 1935 12 
64Dec. 31, 1935 14 
69Jan. 31, 1936 14 
68Feb. 29, 1936 14 
69Mar. 31, 1936 12 

Apr. 30, 1936 10 68 
May 31, 1936 10 66 

66June 30, 1936 10 
64July 31, 1936 9 
68Aug. 31, 1936 9 

Sept 30, 1936 10 62 

Oct. 31, 1936 12 59 
61Nov. 30, 1936 14 

· 13 60Dee. 31, 1936 
63Je.n. 31, 1938 13 
64Feb. 29, 1938 14 
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB-~ sq. (M}- (Contrd) 
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Date Officers - - -w.o. -F.-0. EM Airplanes 

63
Mar. 31, 1938 16 

16 64
Apr. 30, 1938 


May 31. 1938 16 62 

63
June 30.. 1938 16 


July 31, 1938 16 62 

64
Aug. 31, 1938 16 

61
Sept 30, 1938 17 

61
Oct. 31, 1938 18 

60
Nov. 30, 1938 18 

59
Dec • 31, 1938 18 
., 174 8 B-18A 1 s, 1 A17A
Jan. 31, 1940 21 

145
Feb. 28. 1940 22 

164
Mar. 31, 1940 14 


14 218
Apr. 30, 1940 
M:a.y :n.. _1940 13 222 


10 213
June 30, 1940 
210
July 31, 1940 11 

210
Aug. :n. 1940 16 

182
Sept :n.. 1940 17 

222
Oct. 30, 1940 18 

223
Nov. 31, 1940 29 

222
Dec. 31, 1940 33 

201 9 B-18A's
Jan. 31, 1941 33 


29 203
Mar. ·31, 1941 
26 200
Apr. 30, 1941 


Ma.y :n, 1941 25 197 

27 19'4June 30, 1941 


July 31, 1941 25 194 

26 195
Aug. 3;L., 1941 

198
Sept 30, 1941 25 

202
Oot. 31.. 1941 26 

203
Nov. 30, 1941 26 


27 203
Dec. 31, 1941 
209
Jan. 31, 194:2 30 


32 206 17 B-26's (Martin)
Feb. 28, 1942 
205
Mar. 31, 1942 33 

206
Apr. 30,- 1942 35 


MAy 31, 1942 50 1 261 

257
June 30, 1942 65 1 


July 31, 1942 64 1 260 

Aug. 31, 1942 58 1 286 


262 B-25's &B-26'sSept 30, 1942 57 1 

272 (Me.rtin)Oct. 31., 1942 59 l 


Nov. 30,· 1942 60 1 330 

Dec. 31, 1942 74 1 344 


(4) 
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Date Officers w.o. F.o. EM Airplanes 

Jan. 31, 1943 74 1 335 
Feb. 28, 1943 62 1 311 All B-25's 
Mar. 31, 1943 75 1 315 
Apr. 30, 1943 81 1 305 
May 31, 1943 75 1 307 
June 30, 1943 76 1 360 23 B-25's 
July 31, 1943 72 0 6 323 29 B-25's 

The entire unit was activated at March Field, California 15 July 19& 

per AGO s·ao (4-20-31) was transferred to Rockwell Field, Coronado, Cali­

fornia 14 May 1932 and returned to March Field as part of the 17th 

Purs~it Group pursuant to F.O. #21~ A series of quick changes of station 

followed: 

a. June 14, 1932, pursuant to Operations Order lifo. 45, Uaroh Field, 

California, dated June 21, 1932, to Rockwell Field, California; departed, 

arrived swne date• 

b. June 29, 1932, re_turned to March Field, Calif.ornia from Rock­

well Field, California; departed, arrived saMe date. 

c. Pursuant to Operations Order No. 100, dated September 6, 1932, 

March Field, California; movement from March Fi,.·ld, California to Rock:­

well Fi~ld, California; departed, arrived the same date. 

d. October 7, 1932, returned to March Field, California from Rook-

well Field, California. 

e. Operations Order No. 1, Eeadquarters 17th Pursuit Group, dated 

January 2, 1935; departed March Field, California on January 28, 1935 

for Palm Sprir.gs, California. 

~ 
s as listed in the available(8) 1 The data given 

Squadron History. 

( 5) 
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB. SQ.. _(M) (Cont'd) 

f. Fepruary 4., 1935, per Operations Order No. 1, Headquarters 


17th Pursuit Group., dated January 2, 1935, March Field, California 


to PaLm Springs, California to Muroc Dry Lake, California. 


g. February 9., 1935., per Operations Order No. 1, Headquarters 


17th Pursuit Group. dated January 2, 1935, departed and arrived. Muroc 


Dry Lake., California to March Field., California. 


h. October 10. 1936. Field Orders No. 1, Headquarters 17th 


Attack Group, dated October 7, 1935, March Field., California to 


Brawley., California. 


i. October 5., 1935, Browley. California to March Field. California. 

j. november 4, 1935, Field Order No. 1. Hea.dquarters 17th Attack 

Group, dated October 30. 1935, March Field., California to \Vheeler 

-Ridge·, California. 

k. November 6., 1935, lVheeler Ridge, California to Bakersfield 


Field, California. 


1. November 14., 1935., Bakersfield, California to Wheeler Ridge, 


California. 


m. November 17. 1935, Wheeler Ridge, California to March Field, 

California. 

n. March 9. 1935. Field Order No. 1, Headquarters 17th Attack 

Group. dated ~!arch"4, 1936, March Field, California to Muroc Dry Lake, 

California. 

o. March 20, 1936, Field Order No. 1, Headquarters 17th Attack 

Group, dated March 4, 1936, Muroe Dry Lake. California to March Field, 

California. 

P• October • 1, Headquarters 17th Attack 

.. ~. :. ~ ·:.:... -- .. ------- ­
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB. SQ. (Y), (Cont 'd) 

Group, dated October 15, 19361 ..M4.rch .Field, California to Bakers~ 

f _ield, California. 

q. November 10, 1936, Field Order No. 1, Headquarters 17th Attack 

Group, dated October 15, 1936, Bakersfield, California to March Field, 

California. 

r. Ground echelon, 73rd Squadron, departed Seattle, Washington 

March 10, 1941, via boat to Seward~ via train to Elmendorf Field, 

Anchorage, Alaska, arriving March 14, 1941. Air echelon of nine (9) 

B-lS's departed McChord Field, Washington March 27, 1941., arrived 

Elmendorf .Field, Anchorage, March 30, 1941. 

s. Organization operated from various out~ying air bases in 

Aleutians from May 28, 1942 to June 30, 1943. Squadron headquarters 

were at Elmendorf Field, -~chorage, Alaska, from Mar~h 14, 1941 to 

April, 1943; at Ft. Glenn, Umnak from April 1943 to June, 1943; at 

Amchitks since June, 1943. 

OPERATIONS 

June 4, 1942, this Squadron participated in attack upon enemy 

Task Force which was attacking Dutch Harbo~, Alaska. This was the 

initial operation of the 73rd in Alaska. A chronological summary of 

subsequent operations of the Squadron shows information as follows: 

From June 3 to June 6 inclusive, planes of this Squadron took 

part in ·seven (7) missions in search of enemy surfacecraft. Contact 

was made on June 4 (1942) with the enemy force, and damage inflicted 

to such an extent that the enemy was forced to turn back. On October 

(7) 
~ 
r.­



HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB SQ. (M). (Conttd) 

14 and 15, 1942 ships made a .. see.rch for enemy AK's and DD's. Planes of 

this squadron sunk two J~p DD's 50 miles east of Kiska on lq December 

1942. On 7, 9, and 11 November 1942 planes attempted to bomb Jap AK 1 s 

in Kiska Harbor, but the1 were prevented by weather. An enemy freighter 

was sunk (hits on bow) in Holtz Bay, Attu, on 25 November 1942 by four 

B-26s. 

A series or reconnaissance missions of Kiska Island by B-26s, from 

29 November to 2 December, 1nclusive1£ollowed. On 4 December 1942, ten 

B-26 on a search for enemy surface craft, failed to make contact and on 

8 December a reconnaissance mission to Amchitka and Kiska Islands was 

flown. Six ships made search for enemy surface craft on the same date, 

but failed to make contact. The 9 December reconnaissance mission of 

Amchitka and Kiska !~lands brought no results. On 10, 11, 17 December 

1942, B-26s of the 73rd Squadron on missions against enemy shipping in 

Kiska Harbor, ~ads direot hits en the 11th, but were forced back by 

weather on other two ·dates. From 20, 26 December 1942, to 2 and 4 Jan­

uary 1943 B-25s raided Kiska Main Camp area and observed hits in tar~et 


area on 20 December 1942, but were forced back by weather on other dates. 


On 5 January 1943, three B-25s left enemy AK' s in sinking cond:!.tion. 


The 7 January 1943 Kiska mission was forced back by weather. 


On 13 and 15 ,January 1943, B-25s acted as protective covering for 

Amchitka landi:rig forces.. On 3, 4, 8, 10, 13, 20, 23 February 1943 bomb­

ing and photo-recon.~aissance missions were made of North liaad, Kiska. 

- 8 ­
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB SQ. (M) • . (Cont'd) 

On 25 February 1943, si~ B-25s bombed Kiska Main- Camp area and again 

on 27, 28 Febr~nry 1943, six B-25s each mission bombed Kiska. This 

bombing of North Head, Kiska was repeated by ten B-25s on 7, 10 and 

13 March 1943 and by t-Ko B-25s on 12 March 1943. On 13 March 1943, 

ten B-25s bombed North Head ~rom deck level. ~ 15 March 1943, nine 

B-25s on coordinated bombing mission with B-24s. On l6 March 1943, 

twelve ships were o~ the Kiska bombing mission and on 18, 21, 22, 

and 29 March 1943, six B-25s each misEi on bombed Kiska. On 30 March 

1943, five B-25s were on the Kiska bombing mission. Then on 1, 6, 13, 

15, 16, April 1943, six B-2cs each mission bombed North Head and run­

way, Kiska. On 11, 17, 26 and 30 April 1943, four B-25s bombed North 

Read, Kiska. On 19 April 1943, five B-25s bombed runway, Kiska. On 

20, 25 April 1943, six B-25s each mission bombed North Head and Little 

Kiska. One B-25 on Kis~a reconnaissance, 22 April 1943. On 27 April 

1943, one plane made contact with ena~ submarine ·which escaped undam­

aged. Kiska Camp area bombed on 12 and 30 April 1943 by B-25s. Then 

' on 1 May 1943, five B-25s bombed South ·Head and Little Kiska. On .5 

May 1943, eight B-25s bombed North Head, Kiska. Attu was bombed by 

seven planes on 6 }~y and by six planes on 7 May 1943. On 10 !~y 1943, 

Gertrude Cove, Kiska, was bombed by thirteen B-25s. On 11, 12, 16, 21, 

23, 26, May 1943, six B-25s each mission bombed Attu. On 19, 24, 25, 

May 1943, five B-25s each mission bombed Attu and on 14 ~JJay 1943, tvro 

B-25s repeated the bombing or Attu. On 2'6 May 1943, four B-25s bombed 

\ ... ~; -\ -.:l:·,: . . ' .- - . 

- 9 ­
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Kiska. 
...... 

On 27 May 1943~ B-25 dropped film to our ground troops on Attu 
I 

Island and on 30 May 1943 both Attu and Kiska ware bombed by six B-25s. 

On 31 May, to 5 June 1943, six B-25s each mission bombed Kiska while on 

1 June 1943, four B-25s bombed Kiska. On 107 11, 24, 25, 26, 27 June 

1943, eight B-25s each mission boiD.bed Kiska. Oil 25 June 1943, second 

eight-plane-ndssion of day bombed Kiska, second raid being mads from 

deck level. And on 27 June 1943, second mission of day, this one con­

sisting of seven B-25s bombed Kiska. 

On 2 July 19437 eight B-25s took off from Amchitka on Kiska 

radar bombing mission, targets vtere hangar and Main Camp, KiSka. 

Mission completed ~th the dropping of 118-100 lb. bombs and 20-600 

lb. bombs; re·sults unobserved. On 6 July 1943, eight B-25s took off 

Amchitka on radar mission, Kiska, Mission turned baok due to failure 

to contaot radar lead ship in bad weather. On 10· July 1943, .·six B-25s 

took off to attack two enemw AK reported 51°20'N - 165°55'E. AK's con­

tactad at deck level; two sunk. Two others sighted 25 miles fro~ action, 

not attacked, lost in foggy weather; plane8 landed Attu. On 11 July 

1943, five B-25s took off fromAttu on sea search for two enemy )~s 

si~hted on lJ July 1943. Three a:J.d half hour search revealed no .AX 

ships; ships returned to Attu, except one which went down near Little 

Sitkin. On 11 July 1943,· six B-25s went on radar bombing mission on 

- 10 ­
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB ~. (M). ·(c~t rd) 

Main Camp, Kiska. Sixteen 500-lb. and ~en 600-lb. bombs were dropped. 

Hits were unobserved. On 15 July 1943, six B-25s from Amchitka, went 

on radar mission of Gertrude Cove~ Kiska; 142 100-lb. bombs were drop­

ped. On 22 July 1943, ten B-25s took: off .Am.a.hitka for Kiska mission. 

Forty 600-lb. bombs were dropped. Same day a low level photo-reaonnai­

ssanae mission was executed by one plane from Amchitka, in addition to 

three B-25s from Adak,went on a bombing mission for North Head. Kiska. 

·Eighteen 500-lb. bombs were dropped, then planes retumed to Adak. Also 

on that · same day three B-25s went on a deak level mission to Main Camp, 

Kiska from Adak dropping eighteen 500-lb. bombs; planes landed in Amchitka. 

On 24 July 1943, one plane from ~mahitka tock off for photo-reconnaissance 

mission of Kiska. On 25 July 1943, one plane took off on weather-recon­

naissance mission.. ove:r Kiska and was completed. This Squadron has oper­

at~d with other squadrons, both medium and heavy, on ~ssions against 

enemy held territory or Kiska snd Attu, as well as on ~ssaults on en~y 

task forces. MUah damage was done gradually and progressively to the 

enemy positions and forces over this ·period, but mention is hereinafter 

made only or damage defini~ely observed to have resulted from a particular 

mission in which this Squadron participated. 

1. T-xo enemy DDs sunk 50 miles. east of Kiska on lo October 

1942. 

2. Enemy frsightar sunk in He1tz Bay, Attu en 2S november 
...... 

1942. 

- 11 ­
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3. Jap AK bombed and driven into Kiska Harbor on 11 Dec- . 
·~ 

ember 1942. 

4. Jap AK sunk at 52°40'N - 178°15'E on 5 January 1943. 

5. Jap plane (t~e "Ruf'e") shot down at Kiska, 13 Febru­

ary 1943. 


6. On 4 June 1942 an enamy task f'orce was routed from 


Dutch Harbor, and forced to turn back. A large, but undeter­

mined, amotmt of' damage was inflicted upon the ene~ ~t this 


time. 


1. Two AKs, one large, one small, sunk IO July 1942. 


Larger vessel described as about ·length of' DO, clipper bow, 


superstructllre f'oreward, main deck sloping upviard toward bow, 


no stack. Small vessel described as size of tug. 


Own 	 Losses: 


Personnel killed, wounded, missing or taken prisoner: 


1. One 	 injured by AA fire at Cold Bay, 4 June 1942. · 

2. Seven 	killed in action, Cold Bay, 4 June 1942. 

3. Four hit by ll\ fire, Kiska; missing in action 15 Oct­

ober 1942. 


4 • .Four hit by ~~ fire, Kiska; missing in action 16 Oct­

ober 1942. 


5. One died from wounds received over Kiska on 3 Febru­

-~ .. ; •. - •. :'. -. , r . . - ' ·_. ·- ­
- 12 ­
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ary 1943. '• 

6. Six injured landing .at Adak a.f'ter m1 ssion damage on 

13 February 1943. 


Airplanes lost. destroyed, severely damaged: 


1. B-26 lost, Cold Ba7 on 4 J~~e 1942. 

2. B-26 lost over Kiska on 15 October 1942. 

3. B-26 lost over Kiska on 16 October 19~2. 

4. B-25 badly damaged on landing a.f'ter being damaged over 

Kiska on 13 Februa~ 1943. 

5. Two B-26s damaged by AA fire over Iiska Harbor on 9 Nov­

ember 1942. 

6. One plane damaged after raid on Jap AK on.26 November 


1942. 


7. One B-26 damaged on 20 December 1942. 

8. One B-25 total lo3s from crash landing ·aftar being hit . 

by AA. 

9. Plane damaged on Kiska Harbor on 25 F~bruar.y 1943. 

10. B-25 damaged by AA over Kiska runway on 29 March 1943. 

11. B-25 damaged by JL\ over Kis~ on I April 1943. 

12. B-25 damaged by AA over Attu on 21 lm7 1943. 

13. B-25 damaged b7 AA over Attu on 12 May 1943. 

14. B-25 damaged by AA ovar Kiska on 25 ~7 1943. 

. - ; ~ -.. 
-. 

. . ~ 
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15. Two planes damaged by mnall arms fire in AK attacks 

on 10 July 1943, 

16. One plana lost in sea near Little Sitkin on 11 July 

1943. 

17. 	 Three planes damaged by AA over Kiska on 22 July 1943. 

18. One plane lost in sea after AA damage over Kiska on 

7 August 1943. 

Non 	 Tactical: 

Fatal airplane accidents not repo!"·ted elsewhere: 

Personnel killed: 

1. S/Sgt. William W. Chapman killed at Naknek when plane 

skidded of£ runway, 16 August 1942. 


Airplanes destroyed or missing: 


1. 3 July 1941, B-18A down in water near Prince Rupert, B.C. 

No injuries to person_~el. · 

2. 18 June 1942, major damage to B-26 which was attempting 

to make belly landing at Elmendorf Field. Personnel ~~injured. 

3, 26 April 1942, B-26 seriously damaged in landing at El­

m.endorf F-ield, Anchorage, Alaska.. No dEU!lage to personnel. 

4. 16 August 1942, B-26 s~idded o:ff end of runway in land­

ing at Naknek. Y~jor d~~age to plane, minor injuries to personnel. 

5. 16 August 1942, B-26 skidded off Naknek ru~ay in landing. 

- 14 	­

- ·---------.......------------- ­



·-· -·-·--· - · ·-·-·-.-·~------- -· ~~-~---~--- ---. - ~ - - ­

HISTORY OF 73RD noMa. SQ. (M). (Cont 'd) 

Major dams.ge to plane;· SjSgt. Chapman killed. 

6. 22 September 1942, major damage to B-26 from forced land­

ing at Ft. Glenn. No injuries to personnek. 

Losses in Action: 

Cold Bay, 4 June 1942: B-26 No. 40-1408, loaded with bombs, took 

off after Jap task force. Weather closed in, and plane did not return. 

Parts of the wrecked plane were later found of£ beach in vicinity of Cold 

Bay: 

c·apt. George W• . 

1st Lt. No·r.man A. Ny 

2nd Lt. James F. Le~, 


2nd Lt. James L. Smart,. 

S/Sgt. Joseph L. Wig.........u. 

Sgt. Howard K. Jaycox, 

S~;t. Roy E. Jordan, ••• 


10 July 1942: Cpl. ' McConnville, gunner, head~ound fro~ small cali ­

ber bullet after raid on enemy AKs. 

22 July 1942: Pvt. Moore, radio operator, shot in knee b;:.• small 

AA fire, Kiska rnid. 

22 July 1942: injured in cr~sh landing caused by AA fire over Kiska: 

- 15 ­
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On 15 October 1942: presumably killed in action when shot down by -~-
. 

AA fire over Kiska: 

2nd Lt. Ralph D. O'Riley 
2nd Lt. John E. Joyce 
S/Sgt. Edward J. McAllick 
Cpl. William F. Moran 

On 16 October 1942: presumably killed in action when shot down by 

AA fire over Kiska: 

2nd Lt. Jack Pebworth 
2nd Lt. Dean w. Mendenhall 
Sgt. Morris w. Hancock ,. . 
Sgt. Dick Tryon _. 

On 17 October 1942: died as result of ~?-unds received over Kiska 

on 16 October 1942: 
... ·" 

James D. Matther~rs 

On 8 F~bruary 1943: T/Sgt. Olin F. Harris injured by AA over Kiska. 

On 13 February 1943: injured when plane, damaged by AA, crashed at 

Adak: . 

1st Lt. Kendall w. Shepard 
2nd ·Lt. Paul D. J~eson 
2nd Lt. William F. Canny 
T/Sgt. ~Tarman W. Hennig 
T/Sgt. John B. Murphy
S/Sg:t. Dewayne L. Dunham 

,J 
A.-vards: 

26 November 1942: Peter K. Arpin, ls1;; Lt., Air Medal, Authority GO 

-. 
· /,25 - 11th AF - 14 February 1943, for attack on Jap freighter at Attu under 

·:-0QE-.-• 

§ £ -~ • •--= :1 I 
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HISTORY OF 7SP~ DO~. SQ. (M). (Cont'd) 

hea.vy A.A. Fire. 

Warren A. Beth. Captain. 16 October 1942 - two Jap DDs swnk 50 

miles northeast of Kiska in .face of strong AA .fire - Distin~uished Fly­

ing Cross by authority of GO, 11th AF dated 7· December 1942. 

Jack c. Boyd. S/Sgt., lS October 1942, member of' .flight tnat .sank 

two Jap DDs 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal - authority 

GO #141, 7 December 1942. 11th ~· 

William F. Canny, 2nd Lt., 13 Februar,y 1943, navigator~bombardier, 

engine shot out by· Zero causint; crash landing - Purple Heart - autho·rity 

GO #12, 14 February 1943, 11th AF. 

Stephen M. Cooper, Sergeant, 16 October 1942, member of .flight 

which destroyed two Jep DDs 60 miles northeast of' Kiska Island - Air 

Medal - authority GO f/=141, 7 December 1942, 11th AF. 

Kenneth c. Dempster. Captain, 25 September 1942 to 11 December 

1942, co-pilot attacking shipping in Kiska Harbor - Air Medal - authority 

GO #25, 11th AF. 14 February 1943. 

Dewayne L. Dunham, S/Sgt., 13 February 1943, gunner, engine shot 

out over Kiska causing crash landing incurring injurJ - Purple Eeart ­

authority GO #12, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

Lester o. Gardner, T/Sgt., 16 October 1942, member of flight attack­

ing ~no Jap DDs 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal - authority 

~0 #141, 11th AF. 7 December 1942. 

---------,..._ .._..._ _.._.,.____,F,........O'..__._,__...t .....-..... ~-----~--· - -~--
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB. ~. (M). (Cont.'d) 

William A. Green, T/Sgt., 16 October 1942, member of flight 

attacking t7o Jap DDs 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal ­

eut~hority GO jl41, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

Morris W. Hancock, Sergeant, 16 October 1942, member of flight 

attacking two Jap DDs ·so miles northeast of Kiska Island, plane last 

seen plunge into sea - Air Medal - authority GO #141, 11th AF, 7 Dec­

ember 1942. 

Conrad A. Hanson, S/Sgt., 16 October 1942, member of flight at­

tacking two Jap DDs 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal ­

authori~ Go #141, 11th AF,,7 December 1942. 

Olin F. Harris, .T/Sgt.,a February 1943, radio operator, wounded 

by AA fire over Kiska Island~ Purple Heart ·- authority GO #11, 11th 

AF, 9 February 1943. 

Leonard F. Hawk, S/Sgt~, 16 October 1942, member of fli&ht attack­

ing two Jap DDs oO miles northeast Kiska - Air Medal - authority GO #141, 

11th AF, ! December 1942. 

Howard A. Heap, S/Sgt., 26 November 1942, gunner on bomber attack­

ing Jap freighter on Holtz Bay, Attu Island, in face of heavyAA fire­

Air Medal - authority GO #25, 14 February 1943. 

Norm~ w. Hennig, T/Sgt., 13 Februery 1943, radio-gunner, forced 

landing after engine shot out over Kiska Island, causing injury - Purple 

.. Heart - authority GO #12, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

..
.... 

- 18 ­

-----·-------------------------­



--- -- ·---------'-··· .. ·--- ···'--····· . 

HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB. SQ. (M) • . (Cont 1 d) 

Everett N. Hendriksen-. 2nd Lt., 30 1.1arch 1943, wounded by AA fir~ 

over enemy territory- Purple Heart - authority GO #61, 11th AF, 30 June 

1943. 

John Jacobs, Sergeant, 26 November 1942, member of bomber crew 

attacking Jap freighter - Holtz Bay, Attu, Air Medal - authority GO #25, 

11th AF - 14 February 1943. 

Paul F. Jameson, 2nd Lt., 13 February 1943, co-pilot, injured when 

Zero shot out one engine over Kiska Island causing forced landing - Purple 

Heart - authority GO #12, 11th AF, 14 February- 1943. . 

Howard K. Jaycox, Sergeant, 4 June 1942, participated in bombing 

attacks on enemy naval concentra~ion - missing in action ever ~inca ­

Air Medal - authority GO #lOS, 11th AF, 5 October 1942. 

Roy E. Jordan, Sergeant, 4 Ju~e 1942, participated in bombin~ attacks 

on enemy naval concentration - missing in action ever since - Air Medal ­

authority GO #105, 11th AF, 5 October 1942. 

Jack P. Keithley, T/Sgt., 30 !~rch 1943, volunteer for ground-level 

attack on Kiska Island in face of heavy automatic weapons fire - Air Medal 

authority Go /136, 11th AF, 13 April 1943. 

Irv~~g W. Krause, Corporal, 26 November 1942, radio operator on 

bomber attacking Jap freighter, Attu, in face of heavy AP. fire ~ Air Medal ­

authority GO #,e5, 11th.~, 14 Feb~uary 1943. 

···•·\ . 'I! 
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EISTOP.Y OF 7SRD BOMB. SQ. (M). (Cont'd) 

James F. Lee, 2nd Lt., 4 June 1942, participated in bombi~g o~ 
.·­

heav.y enemy naval concentration - missir~ in action ever sin~e - Air Medal ­

authority GO #105, 11th AF, 5 October 1942. 

Jack E. Leverone, Corporal, 16 October 1942, member of flight which 

sunk two Jap destroyers 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal ­

authori't~y #141, 11th .AF, 7 December 1942. 

Jack E. Leverone, Corporal, 26 October 1942, member of flight which 

atta•!kad Jap freighter in Holtz Bay, Attu in face of AA. fire - Oak Leaf 

Cluster - authority GO #,25, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

Abraha.11 Levin, Private First Class, 26 October 1942, me.rnber of ~light · 

which attacked Jap freighter in ~ace of AA fire at Attu - Air ~edal ­

authority GO #25, llth AF, 14 Februar; 1943. · 

James D. Mathews, 1st "Lt., 16 October 1942, sunk two Jap destroyers 

50 miles northeast of Kiska. Island - died ~rom wounds received from action 

- Air Medal - (posthumously) - authority GO #141, 11th AF, 7 Decew~ar 

1942. 

Russel I. Maure, 2nd Lt., 16 October 1942, sunk two Jap destroyers 

50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Distinguished Flying Cross - authori ·~y 

GO 'ffl41, 11th AP, 7 December 1942. 

Jor......., W. Melvin., Corporal, 16 October 1942, member or .flight that sun..'lc 

two Jap destroyers 50 miles northeast o~ Ki ska Island - Air 1'1Tedal - auth­

ority GO #141, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

- 20 ­
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB. SQ. (M). (Cont'd} 

Dean Medenhall, 2nd Lt., 16 October 1942, attacked and sunk two 

Jap destroyers 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal - authority 

GO #141, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

Leonard J. Moore, 2nd Lt., 16 October 1942, attacked two Jap des­

troyers 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal - authority GO 

#141, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

John B. Jfurray, T/Sgt., 13 February 1943, engineer-gunner injured 

Ll'l crash landing due to engine baing shot out over Kiska Island - Purpll3 

Heart - authority GO #12~ 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

Leland c. Uielson, 2nd Lt., 16 October 1942, sun.lc two Jap destroy­

ers .so miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal - authority GO #141, 

11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

Norman A. Nysteen, 1st Lt., 4 June 1942, bombing enemy naval con­

c~ntration in face o£ heavy A.\ fire - missing in action ever since ­

Air Medal - · authority GO #105, 11th.~. 5 October 1942. 

A~hley s. Orr, 1st Lt., 26 November 1942, co-pilot in bomber attack­

in£; Jap freighter in Holtz Bay, Attu, in face of heaV'.f ·AA - Air Medal - . 

authority GO #25, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

Leslie G. Pattillo, 2nd Lt., 16 October 1942, attacked Jap freight­

er in Holtz Bay, Attu, Island in fa~e of hea~.r AA fire - Air Medal ­

aurthority G0 -#141, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

Jack Pebvtorth, 2nd Lt., 16 October 1942, attacked two Jap destroyers 

50 miles northeast of Kiska Island, received direct hit by ~\A and plunged 

- 21 ­
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into sea - Distinguished Flyin~ Cross - authority GO 1141, 11th AF, 

7 December 1942. 

Verner F. Peterson, 2nd Lt., 4 June 1942, remaining at post after 

being injured until mission was completed when attacking an ene~ naval 

concentration - Purple Heart - authority GO :/f69,· 11th AF, 2 August 1942. 

John W. Pletcher, Captain, 26 November 1942, attacked Jap freight­

er at Attu, Island in face of heavy AA fire - Air Medal - authority GO 

~5, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

James L. Regan, 1st Lt •., 16 October 1942, attacked two J'a.p des­

troyers 50 miles northeast Kiska. Island in face of hea~y JL~ fire - Dis­

inguished Flying Cross, a.uthori~J GO #141, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

William J. Rhodes, 2nd Lt., 26 November 1942, member of flibht 

which attacked Jap freighter in Holtz Bay, Attu, in face of heavy AA 

fire - Oak Leaf Cluster - authority GO #25, 11th -~. 14 February 1943. 

William J. Rhodes, 2nd Lt., 16 October . l942, attacked two Jap 

destroyers 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island in face of heavy JL\ fire ­

Air Medal - authority GO #141, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

John Vl. Rooney, 1st Lt., 26 Irovamber 1942, pilot on bomber attack­

ing Jap freighter, Attu Island, in face o£ heavy A_~ - Air Medal - auth­

ority Go· ·#25, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

Edwin C. Roozen, 1st Lt., 26 Novamber 1942, .Pilot on bomber attack­

ing Jap freighter of£ Attu in face of heavy AA fire - Air Medal - authority 

- 22 ­
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GO #25, 11th AF, 14 Februar.y 1943. 

Patrick J. Ryan, Corporal, 2 April . l943, volunteered for hazardous 


ground-level attack onenemy- Air Med~l - authority GO ~6, 11th AF, 13 


April 1943. 


Curtis E. Sanson, SergeaDt, 30 March 1943, volunteered for hazardous 

ground-level attack on enemy- Air Medal - authority GO #36, 11th.~, 

. 13 April 194-3. 

Chris J. Sheppard, 2nd Lt., 26 No7amber 1942, attacked Jap freighter, 

Holtz Bay, Attu Island in face or heavy AA fire - Air Medal - authority 

GO #25, 11th AF, 14 Februacy 1943. 

Kendall w. Shepard, 1st Lt., 13 Februa~ 1943, pilot, crash landed 

after Zero shot out engine - Purple Heart - authority GO #12, 11th AF, 

14 Februa1:y 1943. 

Jay W. Stansbu~, 1st Lt.; 4 February 1943, on first mission against 

ene~ assumed command and led attack - Distinguished Flying Cross, authority 

GO #14; 11th .AF, 18 February 1943. 

Sealy ll. Storey, S/Sgt., 26 November 19•12, gunner on bomber attac.king 

Jap freighter at Holtz Bay, Attu Isl~-~d - Air :Medal - authority GO ff25, 

11th AF, 14 Febi"Ual"'/ 1943. 

Henry s. Taylor, Captain, 4 June 1942, 1st pilot, for courage in . 

torpedo attack against ene~r naval concentration - Distint;uished Flying 

Cross, - authority GO #58, 11th AF, 1 August 1942. 
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HISTORY OF 73RD BO~ffi• SQ. (M). (Cont'd) 


Robert M. Thompson. 1st Lt., 26 November 1942. attack on Jap freight­ ...... 
er in Holtz Bay, Attu Island in face of heavy ene~ AA fire - Air Medal ­

authority GO #25, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

George w. Thornbrough, Captain. 4 June 1942, 1st pilot, torpedo 

attack on ene~ fleet - 150 miles from Ft. Glenn - was killed - Distinguish­

ed ·Flying Cross (posthumously) - authority GO ~7, 11th AF, 31 July 1942. 

Fred J. Thunell, S/Sgt., 4 February 1943. first run over target, 

successful bomb run as bombardier in lead ship - Air Medal - authority GO 

ffil4, 11th ~. 18 February 1943. 

Abraham Todras, Sergeant, 16 October 1942, member in attack~ng ene~ 

destroyer 50 miles northeast of Kiska Island - Air Medal - autho~ity GO 

- #141, 11th AF. 7 ·December 1942. 

Abraham Todrns, Sergeant, 26 November 1942, attacked Jap freighter 

in Holtz Bay, Attu Island, - Oak Leaf Clu~ter - authority Go #25, 11th AF, 

14 February 1943. 

Dick T~on, Sergeant, 16 October 1942, two Jap destroyers sunk 50 

miles noTtheast of Kiska Island - Air Medal - authorit,y GO #141, 11th AF, 

7 December 1942. 

Theodore T. Vasatka, 2nd Lt., 30 December 1942, attempting to res­

cus cre;v- shot do~m despite risk for personal safety - Silver Star - auth­

ority GO #24, 11th AF, 11 February 1943. 

Walter A. ·wagner, 1st Lt., 16 October 1942, attacked two Jap dest­
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royers 50 miles northeast o£· Kiska, Island- Air Medal - authority GO 

#141, 11th AF, 7 December 1942. 

Robert ~. Westrom, S/Sgt., 26 November 1942, radio operator on 

flight which attacked Jap freighter off Attu - Air Medal - authority GO 

#25, 11th AF, 14 February 1943. 

J. L. Wiseman, S/Sgt., 4 June 1942, bombing attack on ene~ naval 

concentration, missing in action - Air Medal - authority GO #105, 11th AF, 

4 October 1942. 

Edmund T. Woolfolk, 2nd Lt., 26 November 1942, co-pilot on bombing 

attack Jap freighter Holtz Bay, Attu Island - Air Medal - authority GO 

#25, 11th AF, 14 Fobrua~ 1943. ., 

Frank Hayes, Major, for many attacks on Kiska and Attu - Distinguish­

ed Flying Cross - authority GO ·#94, Fld Rq 11th AF on 25 Jul~ 1943. 

Millard F. Hauser, 1st Lt., for many attacks on Kiska and Attu be­

tween 20 February and 1 May 1943 - Air Medal - GO #94, 25 July 1943. 

Harold E. Krout, 1st Lt., for many atta~ks over Kiska between 

27 February and 1 1~y 1943, - Air Medal - GO #94, 25 July 1943 •. 

Paul Batavia, Sergeant, for frequent missions to Kiska from 1 April 

to 3 June 1943 - Air Medal - GO -#91, 20 July 1943. 

!~lss D. Bonville, T/Sgt., for 121 ho,.1rs contact e.gains·t enemy in 

the Aleutians betwMn 3 June 1942 and 31 March 1943 - Air Medal - Go //91, 

20 July 1943. 

Ma1colm·c. Bo~er, T/Sgt., 91 hours contact with enemy bat?1een 3 

June 1942 and 31 March 1943 - Air Medal _,:GO #91, 20 July 1943. 
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William J. Boyd, S/Sgt., for 123 hours contact with en~~ between .. .... 
3 June 1942 and 31 March 1943 - Air Medal - Go #91, 20 July 1943. 

Richard F. Beveridge, Flight Officer, for man~ Kiska and Attu 

missions between 27 February 1~43 and 1 June 1943 - Air Medal - GO #91, 

25 July 1943. 

William J. Stephens, T/Sgt., for 104 hours of contact against 

ene~ between 1 August 1942 and 31 March 1943, - Air Medal - GO #91, 

20 July 1943. 

Robert T. Hertel, Corporal, for _120 hours of contact against 

enemy between 8 October 1942 and 31 Mar~h '1943 - Air Medal - 20 July 

1943. 

Willie A. Doby, s/sgt·., for 90 hours. of co.mtaet wit~ enemy be­

tween 8 October 1942 and 1 May 1943 - Air Medal - GO #91, 20 July 1943. 

Walter A. Loughridge, S/Sgt., for 123 contact hours against the 

ene~ between 3 June 1942 and 15 March 1943 ·- Air Medal­ 20 July 1943. 

Robert K. Mf!.as, Sergeant, for many hours contact with enemy bet->'ra­

en 8 October 1942 ~~d 31 March 1943 - Air Medal - GO #91, 20 July 1943. 

Zoltan Kato, S/Sgt., for many contact hours against th~ enemy in 

the Aleutians between 3 June 1942 and 31 March 1943 - Air Medal - GO 

#91, 20 July 1943. 

Squadron Insignia chosen latter part of year 1931. Tha design 

depicts the h~ad and the shoulders and the raised pa~ of a California 

Golden Bear. Bear is goldan yellow shaded with black and has a back­

·- 26 ­
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HISTORY OF 73RD BOMB. SQ. (M). {Cont'd) 

ground· of Air Corps blue. thus incorporating the Air Corps colors of .··­
gold and blue in the original de"sign. 

The California golden bear chosen as beine symbolic of the State 

or California, as California was home State of Squadron at time and is 

State in which Squadron ~as first actively organized, 15 July 1931 • 

. The Califo~nia bear, native of the State, is well known for it's faro-

city and sturdiness. The bear is depicted with raised paw poised for 

attack. 

The insignia was designed by 1dss Evell~ Griffith.1 The Griffo 

Studio, Mission Inn, Riverside, California. The design was selected 

from several submitted 'by local artists.and by members of the Squadron. 

The background of the ·insignia was changed from blue to red for 

the reason that red was found to be more d~rable in retaining color 

and also brought head of bear on insignia into sharper relief, as well 

as enhancing fighting spirit displayed by insignia. 

Sj,nce erriv.ing in ·Alaskan theater in 1941, the squadron has op­

erated from bases. on the peninaula and various outlying bases on the 

Aleutian chain~ including Ft. Randall at Cold Bay, Ft. Glenn at Umnak, 

Adak, Amchitka, and Attu. 

Th~ Squadron has participated in ~11 phases of prosecution of 

1 - Photographic copy of insignia is inclosed. 
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aerial warfare against emsmy in this theater, includin~ attacks on ship- .. 
·~-

ping, patrol, bombing, and strafing attacks on enemy held positions. 

In ca~Jing out its operations, the squadron has encountered the 

most adverse weather conditions kn~an to flying. Long flights have been 

made over water where forced landings are not infrequent. Coupled with 

the usual hazards of crash landings is the known fact that the frigid 

water in this area makes survival in it impossible for more than a few 

mdnutes, and adequate search is prevented by constant foggy weather. 

Small landed areas of treacherous mountains surrounding landing strips 

often obscured by fog after take-off and sudden and Qhangeable violent 

winds make flying ex·tremely hazardous. Much of the operations took 

plac'e prior to installation of ad~quate communication and ·other direction­

al flying aids. 

Operat1ng from advance bases hastily constructed, the squadron 

began using strips lon~ before construction was completed, adding to 

difficulties of operation. 

Insufficient personnel has spent long hours to keep in readiness, 

flying crEn'rs oftan aiding overworked ground personnel. Under d~p, 

windy weather conditions, and in extreme cold, · excellent maintenance 

has been accomplished with inadequate facilities. Only meager intell­

ige~ce was available concerning enemy cap~bilities and intentions dur­

. "' 
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ing early part of the squadron's long period of operational activity . 
·~· 

in Alaskan theater. In spite of all obstacles, morale has been unfail­

ingly high, and the squadron has contributed greatly and with credit 

to successes in this theater. 

J..t March . Field,. California in 1933, the squadron acquired a Brown 

bear as a mascot,. amd this was kep~ in the squadron for eight years 

before being disposed of to the San Francisco Zoo. 

This report is intended to set forth ayailable historical data 

pertaining to the 73rd Bombardment Squadron (M), which originated on 

18 October 1927. In order to perpetuate history and traditions of the 

73rd A.ero Service Squadron of the AEF of W'orld War I, said squadron 
. . 

was reconstructed and consolidated with the 73rd Bombardment Squadron 

(M), by authority of Letter AG 320.2 dated 31 August 1936, Misc. (Ret), 

S';lbject~ "History and' Reconstitution of the 73rd Aero Squadron (~'forld 

W'a.r)." dated _16 October 1936. Copy of which letter is attached to 

this report. 
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ATTACK ON TWO DESTROYERS 
. ..(H IBIKI ·CLASS) 

. · ' F"I.AT' BOMBING 
·sy 6,-·s-2.6& -~ 73~D. SQUADRON 

AT. . H!N~~UM ~A~TITUDE 
. OCTOJ;IE''R 161 1!142• . IOS-3AIP16 

. • (1645·1130. WII.I.IAH) 
NORTHEAST OF KISitA. 'rS&.AND, ALEUTIAN 5 

(LAT. 6'11':17'H.,­ LOHG. 178": 08£.) 
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IIOU..C£ F 

DESTROYER No.2 

{
~} ~T. 1'1AU~e:'R 

HITS . 

~} CA'PT. B ETH 
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:_}! -·-­ ·-;­. ~• 

.\ 



.
.. 

n:.:.\.\Jt.;}J~~":\T:!3.S F.RCU S:t ::r~l.. ;c: E-Q;,',iB~ C.O.Yfr..,'\.2iD 

Cft'i•;·3 of t.l:l~ ')7J:r:r:Oit:.i.!s Office:."' 


~?0 1380, c.lo Fo9tmgster 

S9~t~l~, ~~3hing~on 

b. !Jot9 2 !.oss' ,-{lHJ50 & 2365 to 
Eli:Ilendor.f. 

in. N-ote: Gain: ,~9J..4.0_. #9134j e. 
#1~24 i'I'OE. Eb, 

5 B·26°s in. 
2 B-.26's ou;t.., NOT :F13?;\.!1AB!a Lcc.llXl 

,}1.556 a . ~~.s ou-t. Ordrsr~ 
bam Ehl. .B;r pilot 
or plane going th.are. 

~ ~ttle J)a l"'age~·.;lz;~.;r::rli 

as ye·t uui.s:llo>rn.. 
#1367 !.Qs'l; ill .aatiO.!la 

.~],:'l.'&!OWJ].. lui1.L~~ 
~· 

Si:r :e-26 •s attao.;:.~a. t:m e:r!ew;F desrt.royo:rs bel!g":J"OO. to be EnrrBJ: claas 
~nty .m:nas XOl"'t!:i Fast of .Kislm ~t 1725 il.:ropp~g 'iiwan·by · .300 pou."ld 4·5 
c~eond fu~e l1$molitie:n bonbs :r,~gr..ll'i.:i;n.g in dire~t bits o& both shi3)s.. At 
174~ ·o;r:.3 d·s.str-oye:r o~ ·fira -s~i~ ·t? ~e.!'n !t'asult . of cc.ntimrous e:x;pl>Osio.ns 
ru:.a ~a~on.rl shl.,P !l~·i;iol'llass ar.:l en fi::?e i:ll s ·t?Z"!l resu.lt o£ e:;rplosiono :2...2¢. 
Dn""';s:r 1387,. 9ilot=~1~o.k!4.~....1.,: .l)lrvqztnsnot doF.::l in at·tac~ fi"re ~J.a;.e.s 
:r:rt1..1z>.nad to base at l90.5o O:tl9 e:.>~rv m:!:fuar ae:l."i~.lsly izlj:g:ra::!., t;;;o ot.he:-3 
:;vith mi.u.or ·;bj:J:Oias,. :.nin~.r d..~=6;! to tilO B-26 1s ·es'!Wed by A.!.. Weatha.r ~i!' 
o:£1·3 :fJ,.;.l7 took off 0755. lan1sd 13,52 ·a:1~ ::-:~portoo n., ::u~tivi~;t ~hichsgof ~..roo:r 
~d P...:mehitka,. <me Z•l7 ~ ea~ort t.o ':11..70 P.-38' s ?or lorr 119'Val pursn.it ~o:::ib 
e/G~ae~ on :Ki.sb 3hip:J:!,..g tcQk off 11:21, l3::ld·sd l}J~, no obss...-vad :rem~lts. 

:':2jor:, .(\ix Co:::;:..s., 
.S..J.. 

http:pursn.it
http:fJ,.;.l7
http:r:rt1..1z
http:e:x;pl>Osio.ns


:· 


l. !L;m.~-* ,2. ~..,35;~ .car,.-y.}.ng ~ne .·soo bJ.~ .saah took off. at ll20 
to 'b:lnb ~hip· 1n· Kisi~ ,Ea:rll~6· .;2f...J3."s to pTcteet ana ··P.401'7; photo ship took off 
~t 11-m ~ arii~d· o-va:i:' .t:E:rgct. t1.t 1230, lar.ded at 1425. 

~sath.er! · 0 .£..if.•Do.--......- ·.·. ·.. 

.4• &·=w~" : . :Rot. a!S hc.~vy as U:'3l1i.l1. 

-~:s h5c:'"iie;r~ o 


5. N!!em;r ;r.n.,a:JLq,lla~icms) .i;ort;h and west of ~eysa.rd Oove about in 

the canter o£ tha Island ~- huts se~~ 


6 .g;n-t "<m:7.n::: a Gp.a largs trarts:por'u in 1tiak2 P...a.roo:!:' wi;i>h c. lot of t?ireless 

or ta.1io a.utenn~ abo"'.?e decli:o Ces shi:P !<leen in C-et'"tTUdes· Gove. 


S.. £..~"''l&ga tg ou:r Plaaes; eapt o Llil'V~:n's pl..~e had tb:ree ~let holes : 
~n~ .in angine ~.hioh out th~· oil ·line, on~ in le!i!.ding e-dge o£ right wl..;ng 
b-3t-waen eookpit and :right Gn..gina penetrat;ng. gas ta"l!tb Q!le hit the le!t 
wing.. Lto Anderson h...""Ai !:-u.ll$t .hole through len Aeilei'Ql'l" !!o drurage to 
r1&e.jo:r Aeh!clnfJ .nor Lt eo B.9:in:i's p1'!1z:es. 

9 ~.:dnme£!! !!iJ;l.•t:~l 01?.0 eng:iil$ :f'ai.lGd ba:aause at bullet eutt-3.ng oil 
·l:ble,. ~o.ml:iS _Josere not Beentc ~lode. 

l.D.. D~mge ~ -~.!t"l' Jmtsl.la·ti(#l.eS ~ 500. lb. bombs dropp$1 a."la 
b:>th beli-eved to have . hi't s~p~· Bomba 11ot ~een to ~~li:1-de o Ca!!Ip area st::-a-of"i'ed by 
.Me.jor:rAs~ins m!ld Lt. :&a-n., Daak .of ship e:r..d ca.:;:op arre. stl,.af'.fed by Capt~ 
Lav~u e-nd Lt." ~'mrlersen. · 

.Note~ ~'ia.p attaonen ahotrl....,ng :rou'tos ~ n r~ilcl. {JUt o .tpp?oo.ch uas good. 
En.eey t&k~"l by su;::oprise .. 

A.A .. ).o~JStisns ncc~sda 

http:Jmtsl.la�ti(#l.eS
http:eutt-3.ng
http:U:'3l1i.l1


HEADQ.UARl'ERS PROVISIONAL XI BOMBER CO.MMJI..,'.W 
Office of the Intelligence Officer 

APO #980o c/o Postmaster 
Seat·tle, Washington 

Il\iTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO • 25 o 

~aasion of 6 B-26's took ott at 1457 tor attack on 2 enemy destroyers 

which had been reported by Navy" position at 1230, 51° 23 'No 175° 45 'E, 

course 80° speed 25 knots 11 apparantly headed tor Kislca. Following search 

of area to 45 miles s::>uth of Kiskav ships were. sighted approxiz!etely 20 

miles NE of Kiska9 position52° 17° N, 178° 08' E. course south 11 onw with 

cargo full length of deok0 one wi.th cargo forward. · · DD 1s identified after 

attack by Navy as probably Hibiki or Shigure class; liy pilots as probably 

Hibikie 


Weather·& Overcast 1000 ·feeto rain squalls south or· Kiska and NE of 

target. 


Execution of M[ssion: aBn flight o~4iplanes (one did not at~ack due 

to engine ~eouble) attacked f~rs~ tram the southwest. 0A• flight of 3 

planes circled target in clockwise .movement and:. made delay~d attack from 

the northeast. All approaches were made at deck.level 0 pulling up ana 

over ship as bombs were released. Twenty 300 pound.demolition 4 second 

delay bombs were released on the two ships, scoring five hits on-#1 DD 

and tour on #2. A series of e:plosions were seen on #1 DD acco~anied 

bysmoka and fire from bow to stern. Ship continued to c.ircle in area of 

attack. Ship's personnel seen strung out tor great distance in water. 

Explosion seen in stern section of #2 DD accompanied by grey smokeo Hole 

was seen in ster.n•. Ship los~motien entirelys 


B-26, #1387 (Lieutenant Pebworth) was seen shot down in approaching 

and when close to #2 DD. 


Anti..,lircra:tt: Enemy ships opened fire at five miles range. Range 
and altitude goodo deflection pooro Similtaneous busts· of·three or four shells 
at.ap~~oxomately 5 s~cond intervals were notedo Bursts were trailing. 

Five planes returned to base· at l905o 

Mission of 1 B-17 took ott at 1121 to escort IJ P~38 • s on low level bombing 
attack of Pursuits on cargo ship in Klska Earbor. Targ~t ar.ea was. reached at 
1240. Weather-overcast;5000 feet scattered clouds 3000 feet. Attaek was 
not observed feam position outside Kieka Harbor at 5500 feet altitude. 
Oblique photos taken of harbor and of cargo ship in Gertrude. Cove. Shiu 
was not burn;"g- appeared to be low in stern. No AA. ftre receivedo ­
Plane returned to base at 142.5 



· Intelligence Summary Noo 25, 10/16/420 Cont'd 

~feather Mission: One E-17 took ott at 0755. Weather at .Kiska 
~eported 0935, ceiling 3500o broken. visibility unlimited. ~ activity 
observed in reconnaissance ot Chichagpff harbor and South Shore or Amehitkao 

No bombs dropped on Attu buildings due to low ceiling over Chichagof£ 
Harbor.. 

Plane returned to base at 1352& 

DISTRIBUTION: 

2 copies - A-20 11th AoFo 

1 copy - S-2 Post. 

1 copy - 5-2 Fightero 

1 copy - s~2 Baseo 

1 copy - File o 




CORRECTION TO INTELLIGENCE SUl'll!Nf..ARY NO. 25, OCTo 17o 

Lto Nevitt's B-26, which did not ta.lta part in DD attack was in n.<\.9 
Flight 0 not 0 B° Flight as describedo Composition ot mission: "A° Flight 0 
Capt. Wo Ao BethD Lt. J. L. Re~0 Lto Ro Ro Nevitt; 0 B° Flight, Capt. 
Ro· Do Salter0 Lto Ro L. Maurer 1 Lto Jo Pebwortho 

.r~~~~\.~~ .. A~ 
KENNETH B.r~:a>yf2.c.\)-
Capt. • Air Corps, 
Actg. S-2.. 

DISTRIBUTION~ 

2 copies - A-2, 11th AoFo 
1 copy - S·2e BoCo Elmo 
1 copy - s-2, Basee 
1 copy - S-2, Fighter. 
l copy - S-2D Post. 
l copy - File .. 
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