
- M o r e -  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Significant wildfire danger and smoke in Alaska National Parks 
 

ANCHORAGE: Continued record-setting hot and dry weather has created significant wildfire danger 

across much of Alaska including the national parks. In response to extreme conditions in southwest 

Alaska, Katmai National Park and Preserve, Alagnak Wild River and Aniakchak National Monument 

currently prohibit all open fires until weather and fire conditions change. The fire ban corresponds 

with Bristol Bay Borough’s fire ban. Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve also issued an 

emergency closure on the lighting and maintaining of campfires, with the exception of the designated 

campfire rings at Kendesnii Campground and warming fires in the event of hypothermia or other 

survival situations. There are no other fire bans in Alaska’s national parks at this time. However, 

National Park Service wildland fire managers encourage park visitors to be extra cautious with 

anything that could start a wildfire. Fireworks are prohibited on National Park Service lands. 

Everyone has a hand in a safe wildfire season.  

 

Weather forecasts indicate temperatures will moderate into the weekend. However, thunderstorms 

with dry lightning are anticipated Friday, June 21 across Alaska’s interior. Next week temperatures 

will likely be hot and dry for much of the state. Given the predictions, interagency fire managers 

anticipate more lightning-ignited wildfires.  

 

Currently more than 70 wildfires are active in the state including some in or near national parks. Visit 

http://fire.ak.blm.gov for statewide information and a map of the active fires. Visit 

http://www.nps.gov/lacl/parkmgmt/currentfireinfo.htm for information about the 250-acre Kristin 

Creek Fire in Lake Clark National Park and Preserve. Most of the 30,000-acre Chisana River Fire 

burns in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve. Information, photos and maps are located at 

http://www.nps.gov/wrst/parkmgmt/currentfireinfo.htm. For a summary of National Park Service fire 

information, visit http://www.nps.gov/akso/nature/fire/fires.cfm   
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 E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

Where there is fire, there is smoke. Fire and smoke are often part of Alaskan summers. Due to the 

current and expected fire activity, anticipate varying levels of smoke in parks and nearby 

communities, in particular Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve, Lake Clark National Park 

and Preserve, Denali National Park and Preserve, Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve, Gates 

of the Arctic National Park and Preserve, Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, Cape Krusenstern 

National Monument, Kobuk Valley National Park and Noatak National Preserve. Keep informed of 

local fire information and air quality reports. Wildland fire smoke information is available at 

http://www.dec.state.ak.us/air/smokemain.htm 
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for 

America’s 401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local 

history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov.  
 


