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BERINGIA PROGRAM FUNDS FOUR NEW PROJECTS IN 2013 
 

Outreach efforts and new application considered successful in reaching more 

rural Beringia residents 

 
Anchorage, Alaska:  In 2013, four new projects will be funded by the National Park 
Service’s Shared Beringian Heritage Program (SBHP). This year, the SBHP took steps 
to reach new audiences, namely the residents of rural Beringian communities.  The 
application was streamlined and made more accessible to those not familiar with the 
grant-writing process, and some new pre-submission elements were added in order to 
assist in answering questions and addressing concerns from the applicants.  
Workshops and outreach were done at gatherings in the region, and local park staff at 
Bering Land Bridge National Preserve and Western Arctic Parklands aided the program 
in disseminating information in local communities. The Beringia Program received 
specific and valuable feedback on the new application, and will continue to improve the 
format and address concerns about accessibility  
 
Following the “Call for Proposals” announced in April, 2012, the Beringia Program 
received a total of 16 proposals that encompassed a wide range of interests and 
spanned geographical Beringia. The proposals were submitted in August, and went 
through a comprehensive internal review by subject-matter experts from a range of 
disciplines and departments at the National Park Service (NPS), the State of Alaska, 
and other participating organizations. Following the internal review, members of the 
Beringia Panel met in late October. The Panel, made up of representatives from the 
NPS Regional Office, the Bering Land Bridge National Preserve, Bering Straits Regional 
Corporation, NANA, and the Arctic Slope Regional Corporation, evaluated the proposals 
prior to recommending four projects to the Program Manager for funding in 2013.  Their 
deliberations and final decisions were based on the amount of funding available in 
2013, the comments from the anonymous internal reviewers, and their own 
considerations as to which projects would most benefit the Beringia region in both 
Alaska and Russia.  
 

The following projects have been chosen for funding by Program Manager Janis 
Kozlowski.  All meet the necessary requirements:  they are compatible with the stated 

Alaska Regional Office 
240 W. 5th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
907-644-3606 
 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 



 

 EX P ERI ENC E Y OUR A M ERI C A
™

 

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
 

goals of the Beringia Program, and contain an appropriate level of involvement from 
across the Bering Strait in Russia:   
 
1. Ice Bridge: Profiles from Beringia:  Sitka Sound Science Center 

 
Ice Bridge is a series of radio and audio slideshow profiles about extraordinary and 
ordinary people who live and work within the central Beringian region. This project will 
tell stories of conflict, adaptation and success in an effort to foster better communication 
and innovation, and to promote education and protection. The primary goal is to link 
those who live within the region with each other through compelling profiles and an 
interactive website. 
 
2. Beringian Messenger Network:  Institute of the North 
 

Developing and strengthening effective communication systems will be the hallmark of 
this program, beginning at the community level and growing to incorporate regional and 
cross-border components. The Beringian Messenger Network will evaluate and 
contribute a facilitative framework to the existing communication systems, while 
fostering inter- and intra-community, as well as cross-border, relationships.  
 
3. Diomede Island Family Reunification Visit:  Native Village of Diomede 

 
As elders on both sides of the Bering Strait age and die, the ties and shared cultural 
heritage between the Native Village of Diomede and their relatives in Chukotka 
diminish.  The Tribal Council of the Native Village of Diomede has resolved to undertake 
reunification visits as a means to renew family ties, especially between members of the 
younger generations, and thereby preserve shared culture and traditions of language, 
dance, crafts, and subsistence. 
 

4. The Great Beringian Knowledge Exchange:  Native Village of Mekoryuk 
 

The project’s main goal is to set up a significant and energizing exchange of Native 
reindeer herders, Youth, Elders and experts between Chukotka and Alaska. This 
exchange will be organized by the Native Village of Mekoryuk through its cooperation 
with three partner Chukotka organizations. This project is based on reindeer herding, an 
age-old tradition of the people of Beringia. It was one of the first modern cross-border 
projects for Beringia which began in the 19th Century and promises to be the key to 
Native resiliency and sustainability in the future. 
 
 
The Beringia Program looks forward to working with the cooperators on these exciting 
and inspiring projects in 2013.   
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