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“An Introduction to Natural Dyes” - the Next “Niobrara Meanderings” at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.

Harrison, NE:  On Sunday, August 9, Artist-in-Residence Whitney Tewahade will present “An Introduction to Natural Dyes.”   The talk will start at 2 p.m. in the theater at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.

Whitney Tewahade and her husband Buff are halfway through their stay as Artists-in-Residents at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.  This is the second year for the Artist-in-Residency program at the park.  Artists are invited to stay at the park and absorb the beauty and stories of the monument then the create art as their impressions lead them.  

Whitney Tewahade was born and raised in Torrington, WY.  She began her love for fabric at a young age and started quilting in the 4-H program when she was 6 years old.  She moved to Chadron in 1999 and enrolled in the Art Education program at Chadron State College.  After taking a one year break from school to work in Tokyo and study Japanese quilting, Whitney graduated from CSC with a degree in Art Education in 2005.  She taught two years in public school and then began teaching private art classes from her house in 2007.  In 2008 she and Buff purchased a historic building in downtown Chadron and created Ta-da! Quilt Shop and Art Studios where Whitney teaches sewing and art classes to students of all ages.  She also does custom picture framing and quilting for people.  Recently Whitney has become interested in the properties of natural dyes and has planted a dye garden of local plants and is experimenting with all the possibilities of dyeing fiber.  

Whitney’s husband Befekadu “Buff” Tewahade was born and raised in Ethiopia.  He was trained in fine art while serving in the military in Ethiopia and came to the United States in 1989 to study art at Chadron State College.  Buff graduated from Chadron State College with a BS degree in Fine Art in 1994 and then moved to Colorado where he worked in different jobs including custom picture framing and pursued his art.  Buff returned to Chadron in 1999 and worked for two years on his MA in Fine Art and then pursued his Art Education degree in 2002 when he met and married Whitney who was also attending Chadron State College.  Buff graduated with his BS in Art Education in 2004 and started teaching K-12 Art in Oelrichs, SD where he still teaches today.  He continues to work on his own artwork in his spare time as well as gardening and completing home improvement projects.  

Buff and Whitney are the proud parents of three girls, Leila (12), Ruby (9), and Aster (4) who keep them very busy.  The girls are budding artists themselves.  A gallery of their artwork can be viewed online at tadaquiltshop.com.   They strongly encourage all visitors to visit the shop in Chadron as well as view their gardens.  You will be inspired by what you see.  

Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission is free.  For more information, call 308-436-9760, go to www.nps.gov/agfo or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.

www.nps.gov
About the National Park Service.  More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities.  Learn more at www.nps.gov. 
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