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More Than Just a Birthday Party, This Founders Day Celebration Kicks Off the National Park Service Centennial Celebration in 2016

Harrison, NE:  Friday, August 21, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., starts a weekend of fun at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument with “Wanna See Cool Stuff” featuring items from the archives pertaining to national parks.  On Saturday, August 22, from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. there will be a Ranger on the Hills, Ranger Talks and Kids Activities. The “Niobrara Meanderings” talk on Sunday the 23 at 2 p.m. is entitled “Agate—Before it Became a National Monument.”   This celebration commemorates Founder’s Day, the 99th birthday of the National Park System and gives a look forward to the National Park Service Centennial.

On Friday, August 21, Museum Curator Maryann Neubert and Museum Technician Chris Mather will be taking items from the vault and allowing visitors the opportunity to see things that they normally wouldn’t be able to see when they visit the monument.  Several items have ties to the National Park Service and they will be showcasing these. Neubert also demonstrates the art of spinning yarn and lets visitors try their hand at spinning.

On Saturday, August 22, from 9 a.m. until noon, Ranger Caleb Prater will be on the Fossil Hills to explain the excavations, history and behind the scenes stories of one of the greatest Miocene mammal fossil finds in the world.  During the day there will be ranger-led kids activities including Find Ranger Anne Scavenger Hunt, Pin the Tail on the Moropus, and Fossil Joust.  

At 11 a.m., Ranger William Earl will present “Buffalo Soldiers, Park Rangers and Smokey the Bear Hats” in the theater. At 2 p.m. Ranger Alvis Mar takes the stage with “Art in the National Parks, the Beginning of an Idea.”

Bring your lunch and spend the day.  The visitor center houses two exhibits, the Miocene Epoch mammals found by James Cook and the history of the excavations in the early 1900s.  The north side of the building houses the James H. Cook Collection of American Indian culture.  The Fossil Hills Trail, 2.7 miles round trip, and the Daemonelix Trail, 1 mile round trip, are open from dawn until dusk.

On Sunday, August 23, at 2 p.m. the “Niobrara Meanderings” talk will be “Agate—Before it Became a National Monument.”  Ranger Lil Mansfield will look at the land and the people before the monument was established.


Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. During the summer, the visitor center is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission to Agate Fossil Beds is free.  For more information, go to www.nps.gov/agfo or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov. 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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