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Find Birds in Your Park at Agate Fossil Beds during the 18th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count





(HARRISON. NE)— Agate Fossil Beds National Monument will participate in the 18th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count in 2016.  The Bird Conservancy of the Rockies, the Wildcat Audubon Society, the Oregon Trails Museum Association, and the National Park Service are partnering to host a special event on Saturday February 13th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. that will introduce the public--especially children and families--to the wonders of bird-watching.





Meet Ms. Alie Mayes of the Bird Conservancy at 10:00 a.m. in the visitor center, where she will talk about the goals of this nationwide bird count and share bird-watching tips.  Afterwards she and Audubon birders will take participants outside to demonstrate how to find and identify birds in one’s own backyard.  Some binoculars will be available to borrow.  Everyone is welcome to return to the visitor center to warm up with hot cocoa and “bird food” snacks provided by the Oregon Trails Museum Association.   





“The Monument has a healthy population of resident birds and offers excellent viewing opportunities this time of year.  Dress appropriately for the winter weather, bring your binoculars and come be a part of this international citizen-science project!” said Superintendent James Hill. 





Throughout the weekend there will also be bird-related educational games and the opportunity to craft your own pinecone bird feeder to take home.  Other educational materials will also be shared.  Come into the visitor center for a cup of cocoa and share with the rangers what kinds of birds you have seen.  Contact the Monument at (308) 436-9760 or (308) 668-2211 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:agfo_ranger_activities@nps.gov" �agfo_ranger_activities@nps.gov� for more information.





The Great Backyard Bird Count, a joint project of the Audubon Society and The Cornell Lab of Ornithology, which takes place this year February 12 – 15, offers a great time to utilize your National Park lands for bird-watching.  People of all ages and levels of bird-watching experience are welcome to participate.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.birdcount.org" ��www.birdcount.org� to learn how easy it is, how to enter your data, explore the results, enter the photo contest and win prizes.





Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. from Labor Day until Memorial Day.  Admission is free.  The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. For more information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/agfo" �www.nps.gov/agfo� or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook and Twitter.





 � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�


About the National Park Service:  More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 40 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�. 















