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“Niobrara Meanderings” Concludes the Series of “White River Badlands” Authors With a Presentation and Autograph Signing with All Four Authors.

Harrison, NE:  On Sunday, August 16, at 2 p.m., the four authors, Dr. Rachel C. Benton, Dr. Dennis O. Terry, Jr., Dr. Emmett Evanoff, and Dr. Greg McDonald, of the revised “White River Badlands: Geology and Paleontology” will present “The White River Badlands: O’Harra + 95.” They will conclude the day with a book signing.
It has been almost 100 years since the publication of the landmark “White River Badlands” by Cleophas C. O'Harra (1920).  Over the past 95 years, numerous discoveries have revolutionized our understanding of these fascinating deposits and the fossils that they contain.  We now know that the White River Badlands record one of the most important intervals of Earth history: the Eocene-Oligocene Transition, a time when glaciers became a permanent feature on Antarctica and global climates cooled.  The recent publication of “The White River Badlands: Geology and Paleontology” by Benton, Terry, Evanoff, and McDonald represents a synthesis of our current understanding of the science behind the dramatic scenery, and is intended as a comprehensive reference accessible by a broad audience ranging from park visitors who wish to know a bit more, to scientists planning to conduct research.  All four authors will be present to discuss their contributions to the book and to answer questions.

Dr. Rachel Benton is the Park Paleontologist at Badlands National Park.  She started her work with the National Park Service as a volunteer at Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area in 1984. She has since worked at Big Bend National Park, Wind Cave National Park and Fossil Butte National Monument.  In 1994, she started her position as the first Park Paleontologist at Badlands National Park, where she has built an extensive program involving paleontological research and resource management. Her doctorate is from the University of Iowa and her research interests focus on paleoecology and taphonomy. She is a member of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology and the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections.  
Dr. Dennis O. Terry, Jr. is an Associate Professor in the Department of Earth and Environmental Science at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA where he teaches Geology of the National Parks, Physical Geology, Facies Models, and a graduate class in Soils and Paleosols. Terry began his fascination with Badlands National Park in the summer of 1986 while attending a geology field camp.  He was hired as an interpretive ranger and through interactions with Interpretive Ranger Jay Shuler a series of questions regarding the geologic history of some of the oldest strata in the park would become the focus of his Master’s thesis research at Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green, OH.  He was employed by Badlands National Park as the F. V. Hayden Intern, working as an interpretive ranger and conducting research.  Following completion of his Master’s degree he began his doctoral research at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and expanded upon his observations from South Dakota into correlative deposits of northwest Nebraska  

Dr. Emmett Evanoff is an Associate Professor of Geology at the University of Northern Colorado where he teaches a variety of courses in sedimentary geology, paleontology, and Colorado geology.  Dr. Evanoff also teaches adult education courses in paleontology and geology at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science.  He received his bachelor’s degree at the University of Wyoming, and his masters and doctoral degrees at the University of Colorado in Boulder.  His research interests include the timing, origin and ancient environments of sedimentary rocks derived from volcanic ash that fell over the Rockies and Great Plains approximately 50 to 30 million years ago (Eocene and Oligocene rocks).  He has worked on these rocks and their associated fossils in Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska, and South Dakota, and is currently working on the geology of Badlands National Park and Scotts Bluff National Monument. 

Dr. Greg McDonald is the Senior Curator of Natural History in the National Park Service Museum Management Program.  McDonald was the Paleontologist at Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument for several years as well as the Curator of Vertebrate Paleontology at Cincinnati Museum Center and Paleontology program Coordinator for the National Park Service.  Before joining the Park Service, McDonald was curator of vertebrate paleontology at the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History.  He currently serves as Associate Editor for Paleontology of the Journal of Cave and Karst Studies and is a past associate editor of the Journal of Vertebrate Paleontology. He is a member of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, American Society of Mammologist, and the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections.  His doctorate is from the University of Toronto, and his research interests have focused on Plio-Pleistocene mammals in North and South America.  
 “The White River Badlands: Geology and Paleontology” will be available through the Oregon Trail Museum Bookstore in the Agate Fossil Beds Visitor Center.

Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission is free.  For more information, call 308-436-9760, go to www.nps.gov/agfo or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.
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