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Agate Fossil Beds’ Moropus Featured on 2015 National Fossil Day Artwork. 





Harrison, NE:   Moropus, a Miocene age chalicothere, is featured on the 2015 National Fossil Day artwork throughout the year.  The Moropus was one of the animals found in the Agate Fossil Beds quarries in the early 1900s. This selection corresponds with the 50th anniversary of Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.





The Cenozoic or Age of Mammals is the time after the dinosaurs disappeared 65 million years ago.  Many mammals, some now extinct, lived in the time periods since then.  Fossil parks in the west protect the fossils and quarries where these animals were found.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/fobu/index.htm" \t "_blank" �Fossil Butte National Monument� in Wyoming, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/flfo/index.htm" \t "_blank" �Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument� in Colorado, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/badl/index.htm" \t "_blank" �Badlands National Park� in South Dakota, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/joda/index.htm" \t "_blank" �John Day Fossil Beds National Monument� in Oregon, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/hafo/index.htm" \t "_blank" �Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument� in Idaho and � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/agfo/index.htm" \t "_blank" �Agate Fossil Beds National Monument� in Nebraska are just 6 of the parks featuring ancient mammals.





Moropus is featured in the diorama and exhibits in the visitor center at Agate Fossil Beds along with several other mammal fossils. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://nature.nps.gov/geology/nationalfossilday" �http://nature.nps.gov/geology/nationalfossilday� to learn more about fossils protected by national parks.  Agate Fossil Beds National Monument will be the featured park in February. 





Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The Visitor Center is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. from Labor Day until Memorial Day.  Admission is free.  The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. For more information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/agfo" �www.nps.gov/agfo� or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.
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About the National Park Service:  More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�. 















