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Find Your Park On The Moon? at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.

Harrison, NE On Saturday, October 3rd, starting at 7 p.m. in the theater at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument, the park will host a moon presentation with Andrew Planck, author of “What’s Hot on the Moon Tonight?”   The presentation will be followed by stargazing from 8 p.m. until 10 p.m.  Planck and Tim Mohan are bringing equipment to assist visitors in “walking” over the lunar surface observing and exploring its features as well as looking at the stars in general.

Andrew Planck will talk about the Moon, discussing its history, formation, and the many fascinating objects that can be seen with even a small telescope. If you have a telescope that’s been gathering dust because you’re not sure what to do with it, or have been considering buying a telescope, Andrew will show you how the Moon is an easy object to see that will keep you and your telescope busy for years. Planck has written a book on the Moon, “What’s Hot on the Moon Tonight?”   He encourages readers to grab your telescope, a pencil and his book for a personal tour of the magical world in our sky.  After the presentation there will be a book signing and an opportunity to purchase the book.

Planck has been an enthusiastic amateur astronomer for over 50 years and a regular volunteer at the Little Thompson Observatory for the past ten years. He is a retired middle school teacher and is an accomplished musician.  Andrew lives with his wife, Susan, and two daughters in Boulder, Colorado. What’s Hot on the Moon Tonight? is his first book.

Tim Mohan will also be bringing telescopes to aid visitors in viewing the stars.  Tim lives in Bridgeport and has been involved in watching the night sky since the space program sparked his interest in grade school.   The Night Sky Junior Ranger booklet will be available for kids to work on and they will receive a cool night sky patch.  Be sure to dress warmly and bring your flashlight which will be transformed into a night sky flashlight with the rangers help.  In case of cloud coverage or inclement weather the program will be cancelled. Books and playing cards with a focus on the night sky are available in the Oregon Trail Museum Association bookstore in the visitor center.

This event is a part of a series of programs that Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is hosting this year as part of the National Park Service’s Find Your Park campaign. Find Your Park showcases everything parks can be and the wide range of opportunities they have to offer, highlighting wellness, recreation, community, education, history, culture, and preservation of the environment. Find Your Park connects people to parks, redefining what a park can be, and the important role they play in the lives of current and future generations. Visit http://findyourpark.com for more information.
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Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission to Agate Fossil Beds is free.  For more information, call 308-668-2211 or 308-436-9760, go to www.nps.gov/agfo or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook and Twitter.
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov. 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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