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“Niobrara Meanderings” Continues the Series of “White River Badlands” Authors.

Harrison, NE:  On Sunday, August 2, at 2 p.m. Dr. Dennis O Terry, Ph.D. will give a presentation, “Ancient Landscapes of the Badlands:  Insights from Fossilized Dirt,” in the theater at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.  He is one of the four authors of the revised “White River Badlands” and the last to talk about his research and involvement in this book.

Dr. Dennis O. Terry, JR. is an Associate Professor in the Department of Earth and Environmental Science at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA where he teaches Geology of the National Parks, Physical Geology, Facies Models, and a graduate class in Soils and Paleosols.   

Terry began his fascination with Badlands National Park in the summer of 1986 while attending geology field camp with Ball State University.  The following summer he was hired as an interpretive ranger by Badlands National Park through the Student Conservation Association.  It was during this first summer as a park ranger that his research into the geologic history of the Badlands began, thanks primarily to his interactions with the Chief Interpretive Ranger for the park at that time, Mr. Jay Shuler.  Through these interactions a series of questions regarding the geologic history of some of the oldest strata in the park would become the focus of his Master’s thesis research at Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green, OH.  Over the next two summers he was employed by Badlands National Park as the F. V. Hayden Intern, working as 
an interpretive ranger and conducting research.  Following completion of his Master’s degree he began his doctoral research at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and expanded upon his observations from South Dakota into correlative deposits of northwest Nebraska.  

He continues his research to this day on the Badlands of South Dakota and correlative deposits in Nebraska, Wyoming, and North Dakota.  His specialties include depositional environments, stratigraphy, and the analysis of ancient soils in the rock record (paleosols) and their application to interpreting the formation of bone beds, paleoenvironmental conditions, and paleoclimatic change across the Eocene-Oligocene Boundary.  During his career he has generated over one hundred publications (abstracts, field guides, journal articles, and books) on the geology and paleontology of the Badlands in collaboration with numerous graduate and undergraduate students, colleagues, and federal agencies, including the National Park Service, U. S. Forest Service, and Bureau of Land Management.  He is a member of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists, Geological Society of America, and the Society for Sedimentary Geology.  His primary contributions to the book include the chapters on stratigraphy, deposition, erosion, and the Badlands in space and time, with additional contributions to the sections on resource management and vertebrate taphonomy.  His talk will be an introduction to the science of ancient soils (Paleosols) found in the Badlands and how they can be used to interpret ancient climates, environments, and vertebrate taphonomy.  

As well as Dennis O Terry, Ph.D., Agate Fossil Beds will host the four authors talking about their collaboration on the book as a Niobrara Meandering talk on August 16.  “The White River Badlands” will be available through the Oregon Trail Museum Bookstore in the Agate Fossil Beds Visitor Center.

Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission is free.  For more information, call 308-436-9760, go to www.nps.gov/agfo or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.
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About the National Park Service.  More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities.  Learn more at www.nps.gov. 
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