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This “Wanna See Cool Stuff?” Features “In Search of Really, Really Old Stuff: The Paleontology Collection” and a Ranger talk at Fort Robinson State Park Features Travel.

Harrison, NE:  On Friday, August 14 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., Museum Curator Maryann Neubert and Museum Technician Chris Mather will continue their “Wanna See Cool Stuff?” series with “In Search of Really, Really Old Stuff: The Paleontology Collection.”  They will be taking items from the historic paleontology collection and showing them to visitors.  These are items not normally seen by visitors to Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.  Speaking of old processes, Neubert will also demonstrate the age old art of spinning yarn.

Maryann Neubert is the museum curator at Fort Laramie National Historic Site and shares her time with Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.  That time in the Agate Fossil Beds archives has led to this series of programs designed to allow visitors a peek at many items not on display in the Cook Gallery. In addition to curation she has been spinning yarn for many years since working in the Great Smoky Mountains.

The Paleontology Collection in the vault is comprised of items found by James and Harold Cook or given to them.  They both had a great interest in the subject of ancient animals and made sure that the Agate Fossil Hills where one of the largest and most important Miocene Epoch finds would be preserved and protected for generations to come.
At 7 p.m. Meet on the Buffalo Barracks porch at Fort Robinson State Park near Crawford, Nebraska.  Agate Fossil Beds Ranger, Professor William Earl, will present a talk about travel, something many folks are doing right now.  His talk, “Are We There Yet?: Travel in the Nebraska Panhandle – 19th Through the 21st Centuries”  gives the perspective of travel through time and the places you are visiting now.  
Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission to Agate Fossil Beds is free.  For more information, call 308-436-9760 or 308-668-2211, go to www.nps.gov/agfo or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.
www.nps.gov
About the National Park Service.  More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities.  Learn more at www.nps.gov. 
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