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Enjoy the Prairie Blooms on Two Walking Trails at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument and Enjoy Two Programs During Nebraska Wildflower Week.





Harrison, NE:  Nebraska Wildflower Week is May 29 – June 9, 2015.  On Sunday, May 31, Ranger Lil Mansfield will present a wildflower program in the visitor center theater at 2:00 p.m. followed by a wildflower walk.  This Sunday talk is a continuation of the popular Niobrara Meanderings series. On Friday, June 5, she will present a wildflower program at Fort Robinson State Park at 7 p.m. in front of the Sutler’s Store.  Both programs are free.  Entrance to Fort Robinson State Park requires a current Nebraska State Park permit.  





Inspired by a similar national event, Nebraska Wildflower Week is a celebration of wildflowers and native plants in the wild and in the landscape. It is observed in early June when Nebraska’s prairies and gardens are typically at their prime and the spring rainfall has had a positive effect on numerous prairie wildflowers.  At Agate Fossil Beds there are wildflowers blooming all summer, with the late spring season being the most beautiful.  To fully experience the variety and beauty of the flowering plants one needs to get outdoors and walk the grasslands.  If you are unable to attend a guided walk, a herbarium in the park’s visitor center has many pressed plants together with their locations and descriptions to aid in your discovery.  Many of the plants on the trails will have signs identifying them as they start to bloom. 


		


The Nebraska Statewide Arboretum (NSA) serves as coordinator and clearinghouse for Wildflower Week activities, offering event information at � HYPERLINK "http://arboretum.unl.edu/wildflower" ��http://arboretum.unl.edu/wildflower�.   NSA Director Jim Locklear once said, “We need wildflowers. In the franchised, homogenized, rootless world that is modern America, wildflowers and other native plants define and are defined by all that makes one place something apart from another place—weather, rocks, soil, history, human affection.  To know their names, their strengths and strangeness, is to know your place, in every sense of the word.”





Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, on Nebraska State Highway 29, then 3 miles east on River Road.  Hours for the visitor center are 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. daily from Memorial Day until Labor Day.  The walking trails are open from dawn until dusk.  Admission to Agate Fossil Beds is free.  For more information call 308-668-2211 or 308-436-9760, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/agfo" �www.nps.gov/agfo�  or visit us on Facebook. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�


About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�. 















