[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE







Agate Fossil Beds News Release








Agate Fossil Beds National Monument


301 River Road


Harrison, NE 69346


308-668-2211 or


308-436-9760 


www.nps.gov





National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior





Release Date:  May 19, 2014


Contact:             Lil Mansfield, 308-436-9772 or 308-668-2211; or agfo_ranger_activities@nps.gov





Memorial Day Weekend is the Beginning of Longer Hours and “Niobrara Meanderings” at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.





Harrison, NE:   Summer hours start May 23 at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.  The visitor center will be open every day from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., and the park’s two trails open from dawn until dusk.  Sunday, May 24 marks the beginning of the park’s popular summer Sunday afternoon speaker series, “Niobrara Meanderings.” 





At 2 p.m. on Sunday May 24, Ranger Lil Mansfield will talk about the Native American way of remembering the past.  Her talk, “Agate’s Special Timeline: a Look at Native American Timekeeping,” includes the Running Water Wintercount painted by Dawn Little Sky which hangs in the entrance room of the James H. Cook collection.





Other “Niobrara Meandering” talks this summer include Wildflower Talks and Walks on May 31 and June 7 with Ranger Lil; Artist-In Resident Cindy Westbrook on August 9 and all four authors of the revised paleontology classic White River Badlands will speak about the book on August 16.  Throughout the summer, each of these authors will also speak on their own work and research: July 12, Dr. Emmett Evanoff, Assistant Professor of Geology, University of Northern Colorado; July 19, Rachel Benton, Ph.D., Paleontologist, Badlands National Park; July 26, Greg McDonald, National Park Service Senior Curator of Natural History; and August 2, Dr. Dennis O Terry, Associate Professor of Earth and Environmental Science, Temple University.  Other Sunday afternoon talks will be presented by Agate Fossil Beds rangers and special speakers.  Watch the calendar of events on the park’s website (www.nps.gov/agfo/) for up to date listings of these talks.





Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center, open from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., daily.  Admission to Agate Fossil Beds is free. For more information about scheduled events, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/agfo" �www.nps.gov/agfo� or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�





About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�. 















