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Enjoy a Full Range of Events During the Labor Day Weekend at Agate Fossil Beds National Monument

Harrison, NE:  Continuing the countdown to the National Park Service Centennial in 2016, Agate Fossil Beds will host American Indian Cultural Demonstrator Carol Snow from September 4 – 7.  On Friday, September 4 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. “Wanna See Cool Stuff?” features more treasures from the Cook Collection.  Then on Sunday, September 6 at 2 p.m. Ranger Caleb Prater presents “The Hooved Animals Third Cousin… Twice Removed.”   Starting September 8, the visitor center will be open from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

Carol Snow will be the visiting Cultural Demonstrator from August 4 – 7 and will be available to the public from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. each day.  Snow, a certified tribal artisan representing the Seneca Nation of Indians, her current techniques include hand-embossed metals (especially copper), assemblages, and mixed media paintings. She most often works with animal and American Indian motifs, using realistic and contemporary-primitive styles.  When asked why she works in so many different media, Snow said, “I have an insatiable curiosity when it comes to the creative process and believe that all possibilities are available for exploration.”  

Museum Curator Maryann Neubert will continue the “Wanna See Cool Stuff?” series with “Artistry: More Native American Treasures from the Cook Collection.”  Neubert is the museum curator at Fort Laramie National Historic Site and shares her time with Agate Fossil Beds National Monument.  The time she spent in the Agate Fossil Beds archives has led to this series of programs designed to allow visitors a peek at many items not on display in the Cook Gallery. 

Caleb Prater, seasonal ranger at Agate Fossil Beds, presents a program that will tell you everything you ever wanted to know about the Moropus. “The Hooved Animals Third Cousin… Twice Removed” will be on Sunday, September 6, at 2 p.m. in the theater.  This is the last “Niobrara Meanderings” for the year. 

Prater is in his second season as a National Park Service ranger, his first was at Perry’s Victory and International Peace Memorial in Ohio.  He graduated from Vincennes University in Vincennes, Indiana with a BA in Homeland Security.  His time at Agate Fossil Beds led him to research this year’s National Fossil Day mascot, Moropus.  The discovery of this animal’s fossilized bones in the Agate Fossil Hills contributed greatly to the understanding of Miocene Epoch mammals. 

Starting September 8, the visitor center will be open from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. and the two trails will be open from dawn till dusk.  The only three days that the visitor center at Agate Fossil Beds is closed are Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The visitor center is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. Admission to Agate Fossil Beds is free.  For more information, call 308-668-2211 or 308-436-9760, go to www.nps.gov/agfo or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook and Twitter.
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov. 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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