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Use Agate Fossil Beds to Participate in the Great Backyard Bird Count





(HARRISON, NE)— The 17th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count is February 13 – 16, 2015 and offers a great time to utilize your National Park lands for birdwatching.  People of all ages and levels of birdwatching experience are welcome to participate.  Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.birdcount.org" ��www.birdcount.org� to learn how easy it is, how to enter your data, explore the results, enter the photo contest and win prizes.  The Great Backyard Bird Count is a joint project of the Audubon Society and The Cornell Lab of Ornithology.





Agate Fossil Beds protects almost 3000 acres with over four miles of hiking trails accessing riparian areas along the Niobrara River, mixed grass prairie and rocky outcrops.  The trailhead for the 2.7 mile roundtrip Fossil Hills trail is at the visitor center and the trailhead for the one mile roundtrip Daemonelix trail is at a small parking lot on the west end of the monument immediately to the east of Highway 29.  Come in to the visitor center to warm up and share what kinds of birds you have seen with the rangers on duty.  Check out the bird books for adults and children alike in the Oregon Trail Museum Association book store located in the visitor center.








Agate Fossil Beds National Monument is located just 22 miles south of Harrison, or 34 miles north of Mitchell, Nebraska, on State Highway 29, then east on River Road for three miles to the visitor center. The Visitor Center is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. from Labor Day until Memorial Day.  Admission is free.  The park’s two trails are open from dawn to dusk. For more information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/agfo" �www.nps.gov/agfo� or visit Agate Fossil Beds on Facebook.
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About the National Park Service:  More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 401 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov" �www.nps.gov�. 















