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The L.L.Bean Kids in Acadia grant program is funded by 
L.L.Bean in cooperation with Friends of Acadia, Acadia Partners 

for Science and Learning, and the Schoodic Education and 
Research Center to support education at Acadia National Park. 

 
Inspired by L.L.Bean’s example, the Engage Youth grant 

program is funded by Acadia Partners for Science and Learning, 
Eastern National, and Friends of Acadia. 



 
 

Background  
Education is one important tool used by the National Park Service to meet its stewardship responsibilities. Since 1992, Acadia 
National Park has offered a residential education program to middle schools that is relevant to classroom curriculum and 
state standards, physically active, and academically challenging. Located on the beautiful Schoodic Peninsula since 2003, the 
Schoodic Education Adventure (SEA) program operates in the fall. The Schoodic Peninsula offers a unique diversity of 
landscapes, including shoreline, wetland, and forest ecosystems that provide for rich, field-based experiences. Acadia 
National Park is an ideal outdoor classroom and living laboratory to study a wide variety of integrated topics. Ranger-led 
programs include, but are not limited to, forest succession and inventory, archeology, geology, GPS mapping, and marine 
investigations.  
 
Through the L.L.Bean Kids in Acadia initiative, the Maine-based company has donated $125,000 to Friends of Acadia to 
facilitate and support the park’s residential program. This year (2009) marks the fourth year of a five-year fund that provides 
$25,000 each year to be used to recruit and hire SEA teaching assistants, establish a student scholarship program, provide 
transportation assistance for schools, and offer week-long summer teacher institutes on the Schoodic campus. The L.L.Bean 
Kids in Acadia grant will allow student enrollment to increase as well as extend the SEA program season.   
 
Additional scholarship funds for students, as well as scholarships and stipends for teachers, are made possible by the new 
Engage Youth Centennial Challenge project. The National Park Service Centennial Initiative is a 10-year program to 
reinvigorate America’s national parks and prepare them for a second century. In 2008 Congress appropriated nearly $25 
million nationwide, and park partners made matching commitments of nearly $27 million. Acadia National Park received 
$181,000 for the Engage Youth project, plus $181,640 in matching funds contributed by Acadia Partners, Eastern National, 
and Friends of Acadia. These funds are used to provide teaching assistants, scholarships, and a state-of-the-art computer lab 
for the Schoodic Education Adventure; offer stipends to teachers attending teacher institutes; fund transportation costs for 
schools to come to the park for ranger programs; develop multimedia content for the park website; and more. 
 
Learn more about the Schoodic Education Adventure at www.nps.gov/acad/forteachers/seaprogram.htm. 
 
Eligibility  
The Acadia Scholarship Program is open to all schools participating in the SEA program. The scholarships fund students and 
their transportation costs. Funding will be decided upon on an annual basis; eligible schools must reapply each year.  Teacher 
institute stipends are available for teachers who participate in the park’s teacher institutes. 

 

Application Process  
Student scholarship applications must be completed and received with the SEA program registration form.  Download 
applications at www.nps.gov/acad/forteachers/kidsinacadiascholarships.htm or call Acadia’s education office. 
 
Teacher institute stipends should be requested when registering for the institute. For a list of scheduled workshops and to 
download the application, visit the park website at www.nps.gov/acad/forteachers/professionaldevelopment.htm. 
 
Applications will be evaluated by a panel based on the following criteria: demonstration of financial need, the group’s 
commitment to program curriculum preparation and follow-up, and fundraising efforts. Student scholarship awards are not 
actual cash gifts; they will appear as a credit on the final invoice for student and teacher lodging and meals costs. Teacher 
institute stipends will be paid by check upon completion of the institute. 
 
Questions and applications should be directed to:  
 
Cynthia Ocel 
Education Coordinator 
Acadia National Park  
P.O. Box 177  
Bar Harbor, ME 04609  
Cynthia_Ocel@nps.gov  
207-288-8822 phone / 207-288-8831 fax 


