LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUOQ)

IMARS Incident details

Printed by: U.S. Department of the Interior , National Park Service
Printed: 10/14/2016 09:48
Incident: NP16070606

Incident details:

Report no.: NP16070606

Incident Type: SAR (Search and Rescue)

Incident time: 06/07/2016 14:29 MDT -

Reported time: 06/07/2016 14:29 MDT

Place of incident: WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site:
CANYON)

Clearance status: Closed - Prosecution declined

Concluded: No

Concluded date:

Summary: YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off
trail northwest of the Porkchop Geyser in Norris Geyser Basin. Colin Scott slipped
and fell into a thermal feature and Sable Scoftt runs for help back towards
Porkchop geyser. US LE Ranger J. Korhut is incident comander and US LE
Ranger Chris Russell is the investigating officer. Search and Rescue/EMS/FIRE
call out turns from a rescue to a body recovery. Colin Scott died in the
superheated, acidic mud pot. Remains were not able to be recovered.

Remarks:

Associated incidents:

e Other / NP16078833 / Training/Administrative / 06/17/2016 15:53 MDT / 20160617 15:53:52:097

Involved persons:

e SCO

IGH / - Complainant; Involved persons (other than above): Visitor: Witness /
ender SSN

Victim report:

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: M Report time: 10/13/2016 11:45

Entered by: #1041 KORHUT, J. Entered time: 10/13/2016 11:45

Event time: Sexual assault No Time:

kit:

Violation against victim:

Attempted/completed:

Weapon causing injury: Not applicable Level of Not applicable

injury:
Accused is: Unknown
Occupancy: Not applicable Living Unknown
together:
Officer status: Not applicable

Victim services notified:

Victim services accepted:

Victim services notified by:

Victim notified:
Remarks:
Narrative:

Author Krystal McCurdy assigned Family Liason for Sable Scott
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUOQ)

On Tuesday June 7.2016, I. Krystal McCurdy, was contacted by West
district Ranger Tara Ross to respond as a family liaison to the Norris Geyser Basin
incident. I armived on scene at 1630. I was briefed by IC. I then traveled to the Ranger
Museum where the sister of the deceased. Sable Scott, was being cared for by NPS
Rangers. Upon meeting the sister of the deceased I noticed she had visible injuries.
After talking for a while I escorted her to the restroom and provided food. I checked
to make sure first aid had been given to her. She was visibly upset and requested
someone stay with her through the night until family or friends could reach her.

At this time I contacted Lake patrol to check on available lodging for the
night. After we had a solid plan I transported her to the Canyon ranger station where
US Park Ranger Russel obtained Sable’s cell phone. After the phone was transferred I
transported her to the Lake government housing area. I set up the apartment 709 E
with my personal bedding, food, and shower items. I checked to see if she needed
further medical attention. Throughout the night she used my personal cell phone for
calls to family and friends. She talked about the accident and I continually monitored
her condition.

We discussed a plan for her to leave the park. She wanted to get home to

She currently resides in

It was decided they
would drive to Mammoth the next day and we would rendezvous with them. During
the night I attempted to keep the family informed on search efforts. I informed Sable
that due to the weather, we would likely not be able to recover Collin’s body that
night.

She requested I remain with her because she feared nightmares and was
having trouble not picturing the accident. I remained with her until around 0100 hrs.
At this time she felt ok enough for me to leave for a few howrs. I ammived back at 709
E at 0640hrs on Wednesday June 8,2016.

After I ensured she ate breakfast and drank some water we called her family
and I talked with her father who had been previously informed by Ranger Sween.
After the call we left lake. We met Ranger Russel at Norris so he could transfer her
cell phone back into her custody. She received the phone in proper working order. At
this time I was updated that rangers had observed the body of the deceased in the
thermal feature sometime in the night or early moming. I also learned they had made
plans to recover the body that day. I informed ' continued driving to
Mammoth. Once we arrived in Mammoth her met us in the VC
parking lot. I ensured she had an opportunity to refuse her name in the park news
release. At 1053 Sable was transferred into his care and she left the park.

After my contact with the sister ended I began working on a meeting place for
the Father of the deceased to meet me in Mammoth. I called the Norris
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IC to ensure the spare key would start the vehicle of the deceased. During this
time I informed Sable an t unfortunately recovery efforts had ceased. I
explained that even though Rangers used multiple tools and technologies, due to the
high temperature and acidity of the feature, we now believed there is no longer an
intact body to recover. I expressed my sincerest condolences and while being tactful

and compassionate, tried to help him understand why we could not recover any part
of his sons body.

We established a plan where I met him at the VC. He arrived just after
1600hrs. We met with Park county coroner Colette Daigle-Burg in the conference
room of the Chief Rangers Office.

During this meeting I attempted to answer additional questions the family had.
They are interested in viewing the official report from the investigation. They are also
concerned with obtaining a death certificate without his body. I gave the father a
copy of the news release from Yellowstone.

After the meeting concluded at around 1700 hrs, I escorted the Father along
with another sibling of the deceased to Norris. I assisted the coroner in quickly
inventorying the vehicle of the deceased. Once this was complete I offered my
assistance to the Father in finding clergy. and other support options. Before he left I
explained I would still serve as a point of contact between his fammly and
Yellowstone.

Since Wednesday I have remained in contact with the family to ensure
remaining questions are answered.

e DAIGLE- | Contractor; Other / Gender: -
(Voice)

e SCOTT, COLIN N [DECEASED]/ Deceased / DOB: 23) Gender: Male
e PRASSER, ROSA / Complainant; Employee Non LE / Gender:
Involved addresses:

e WAYPOINT / Incident address / YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, Wyoming, USA (Site: CANYON)

e GRAND LOOP RD / Dispatch address / YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, Wyoming, USA 82190 (NORRIS
GEYSER BASIN) (Region: IMR, State/Zone: WY, Area: YELL, Site: CANYON)

Involved officers:

o Assisting officer / 9/ MOORE, R. / #S38 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #CR148 WEBSTER, P./
10/13/2016 / 20161013 ————

o Assisting officer / 9/ PAETSCH, J. / #2544JP / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #1041 KORHUT, J./
06/08/2016 / 20160608 —:—:——

e Assisting officer / 9/ BUETER, J. / #1255 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / 06/08/2016 / 20160608 ————
o Assisting officer / 9/ STREHLE, P. / #1391 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / 06/08/2016 / 20160608 ———:—

o Assisting officer / 9/ BRECHT, G. / #2947S / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #1041 KORHUT, J./
06/08/2016 / 20160608 —:—:—:—

o Assisting officer / 9/ PIKE, J. / #1489 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #1614 RAWLINGS, C. / 06/08/2016 /
20160608 --:--:--:—-
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o Assisting officer / 9 / SWEEN, P. / #2601PS / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #1621 ROSS, T./ 06/08/2016 /
20160608 --:--:--:---

e Investigator/agent; Reporting officer / 9 / RUSSELL, C. / #1705 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #1041
KORHUT, J. / 06/07/2016 / 20160607 --:--:--:---

e Assisting officer / 9 / SMITH, K. / #2760KS / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / 06/07/2016 / 20160607 --:--:--:--

e Supervising officer / 9 / KORHUT, J. / #1041 / NPS / Police Officer / NPS YELL / #5165 VERESS, L. /
06/07/2016 / 20160607 --:--:--:---

Involved property:

e CD-ROM/DVD/floppy disk / Evidence / NP16070606 / In / [NPS YELL CANYON RANGER STATION]
EVIDENCE LOCKER:DRAWER:K / P16008133 / P16008133

e : Other/ Evidence; Found; Held; Safekeeping / ITEMS RECOVERD FROM VEHICLE / In/[NPS YELL
CANYON RANGER STATION] EVIDENCE LOCKER:DRAWER:K / P16001990 / P16001990

e : Other/ Safekeeping / SABLE SCOTT STATEMENT / In / [NPS YELL CANYON RANGER STATION]
EVIDENCE LOCKER:DRAWER:E / P16001853 / P16001853

Personal: Boots/shoes / Evidence; Found / [FLIP FLOP] / Disposed
Personal: Boots/shoes / Damaged; Destroyed; Evidence; Found / [FLIP FLOP] / Disposed
Personal: Wallet / Damaged; Evidence; Found / [BLACK WALLET] / Disposed

CD-ROM/DVD/floppy disk / Evidence / DVD-R / NP16070606 / In / [NPS YELL CANYON RANGER STATION]
EVIDENCE LOCKER:DRAWER:K / P16001832 / P16001832

Reports:
General report:
Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #1391 STREHLE, P. Report time: 06/08/2016 19:20 MDT
Entered by: #1391 STREHLE, P. Entered time: 06/08/2016 19:20 MDT
Remarks: NP16070606 Supplemental Report

Narrative:

On 06/07/2016, | responded to the Norris Geyser Basin for a report of an individual who had fallen into
a thermal feature. At approximately 1903 hours, myself along with Doug MADSEN, Rick LEE and
Carrie GUILLES traveled on foot to the reported thermal feature where the individual had fallen in.
Upon arriving at the feature at 1941 hours, portions of the head, upper torso and hands of a male
subject were visible in the thermal feature. Due to the report of the individual not previously visible, a
lack of movement, suspected extreme temperatures and indications of severe thermal burns, the
subject was determined to be deceased. The subject appeared to be an adult male. A V-neck style
shirt was visible on the subject. A necklace with a cross was visible and was resting on the subjects
face.

Floating next to the subject was the bottom of an orange bottomed flip flop style shoe. Another
matching flip flop was located upright approximately one to two feet from the edge of the thermal
feature. Due to the hazard associated with walking near the edge of the feature without additional
safety protection in place, the subject and all items were left in place. Any additional attempts to
recover the subject or items were suspended due to decreasing light and severe electrical weather.

The feature was approximately six feet long by four feet wide. The water was muddy and gray in color.
Due to the nature of the water, it was not possible to see within the water. The location was
documented with photographs. All personnel left the feature at approximately 2017 hours and returned
to the Norris Geyser Museum at 2045 hours.

General report:
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Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Report time: 06/12/2016 19:37 MDT
Entered by: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Entered time: 06/12/2016 19:37 MDT
Remarks: Incident Report
Narrative:

NP16070606

On June }"h, 2016, while on duty as a United States Park Ranger in the exclusive jurisdictional boundaries of
Yellowstone National Park, |, U.S. Park Ranger C. Russell, was called out to Norris Geyser Basin for an individual
that reportedly fell into a geyser.

I arrived on scene to find U.S. Park Ranger P. SWEEN talking with a young woman on the edge of the boardwalk
near Monarch Geyser. | also saw U.S. Park Ranger J. Korhut, who assumed the Incident Command position,
directing two rangers to enter the area on a hasty search. A second team was soon assembled and deployed by
Ranger Korhut as resources arrived. | began to assemble a recovery team while waiting for the hasty team to
report back on a location.

The female was identified as Sable Ashleigh Scott who stated in general that her brother had slipped into a
geyser and needed help. (See P. Sween's report) Sable Scott also gave a description of the male as well as the
approximate location of where the two last saw each other. In general, Sable Scott said the pool would have her
brothers flip flops next to the edge and pointed to the area rangers needed to go. Sable identified her brother as
Colin Nathaniel Scotti\vho currently lived in Portland OR. Sable Scott made a statement saying she
had a video of the moments just prior to Colin Scott’s disappearance. This statement was not made to be and |
was informed about it later.

Sable Scott was escorted away from the scene by Ranger Sween and taken to the Norris Ranger Museum where
she was provided with a family/witness advocate. Advocate Krystal Mccurdy became the main contact with
Sable and the rest of the family for the remainder of the incident.

One of the hasty teams found the thermal feature in question and was unable to see any remains present in the
body of water. Given the dangerous geological make-up of the area, and the lack of emergent necessity, all
teams were extracted from the area and regrouped in the Norris Geyser Basin Ranger Station in order to
formulate a better plan of action.

Ranger Korhut placed me in charge of investigations on the incident. When | learned of the statement Sable
made in regards to the video, | left the geyser basin to meet with Sable at the Norris Ranger Museum. |
delegated responsibility of investigating the physical scene to U.S, Park Ranger G. Brecht once a plan was in place
for re-entry to the area.

| contacted Sable Scott at the Norris Ranger Station at approximately 1700 hours on June ?m, 2016. | asked her if
she had a video leading up to the incident. Sable Scott told me in general she did have a video that she had not
watched yet. She was not sure what was on it either. | asked Sable Scott permission to watch the video and she
gave both verbal and written consent. Sable requested to step out while | watched the video because she did
not want to know what was on it.

With Sable Scott’s permission, | held onto her IPhone and watched the video she had recorded. This was
witnessed by Ranger Sween as well as Ranger C. Rawlings. The video is as follows, transcribed by me;
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After viewing the video on the phone, | explained to Sable Scott that | needed to get a copy of the video from her
phone and asked her if she would allow me to do so. | explained this meant | would be keeping her phone for the
evening and would return it to her at the earliest available time. Sable Scott gave written and verbal permission
for me to do so. See witness statement. | informed Sable Scott that she may not want to view the video and |
asked her if when | extract a copy from her phone, would she prefer me to delete it. Sable Scott told me in
general, | may never watch it, but | want to keep it. | collected the phone and the written statement; | told Sable
Scott that | would be in touch with her the next day in order to return her phone

lot of Norris Geyser Basin that belonged to her brother. The
Sable Scott asked if she could retrieve her belongings from

Sable Scott informed me of a vehicle in the parkin

vehicle was a Silver Nissan Frontier
the vehicle on the way out. | met up with her at the vehicle approximately 30 minutes later in the Norris parking
lot. Sable Scott was able to find a hidden key in order to open the vehicle. | witnessed her grab a backpack from
the vehicle and Sable Scott gave me the key. Sable Scott remained in the company of Krystal Mccurdy the rest of
the evening and overnight in the Lake District area.

| returned to Norris Geyser Basin to check in on the recovery efforts as well as the physical investigation. |
checked in with Range Korhut to find that due to weather and time, no attempt to recover Colin Scott’s remains
would take place that evening. A technical rescue team, led by U.S. Park Ranger P. Strehle was able to locate the
thermal feature and photograph the area. During the time Ranger Strehle had been at the location, the

suspected remains of Colin Scott had floated to the surface. See lune 7t photos. The photos taken Ranger
Strehle took clearly show flip flops that match the final sweeping scene of the video provided by Sable Scott. The
photos show the remains are wearing a grey t-shirt similar to that of what Colin Scott was wearing in the video.

All recovery efforts were ceased for June i by the command staff of the incident.

On June R'h, 2016, at 0800 hours, all recovery personnel reassembled at Norris Geyser Basing. After the initial
briefing, | separated from the recovery team to meet with Sable Scott in order to return the phone. | met with
Sable Scott at the entrance of the Norris Geyser Basin, along with Krystal Mccurdy, and discussed the return of
the phone. Sable Scott asked me if she would be in trouble for her violation of leaving the boardwalk. | told Sable
Scott that my job, when dealing with violations, is to apply the lowest level of force necessary to gain full
compliance. | than told her | think the loss of a loved one is more than enough. | told Sable Scott to travel safe.
Sable Scott was escorted by Krystal Mccurdy to Mammoth Hot Springs for further transportation to her home.
Krystal Mccurdy informed me that Sable Scott's father would be flying in that day and wanted to pick up the
vehicle and drive it back. | was also told her father wanted to speak with me if available. | explained to Krystal
Mccurdy that | would be happy to speak with him but | would not be able to provide any details other than what
was provided in the press release. Krystal Mccurdy told me she would pass on the information.

I returned to the Norris Geyser Basin to find that the technical rescue team was on scene and no visible remains
were present, U.S. Park Ranger ). Pike, a member of the rescue team, collected a black wallet from the thermal
feature, one very melted flip flop from the thermal feature, and one flip flop recovered from the thermal
features edge. The items clearly resembled the ones from all other accounts. The wallet contained one black 1.D.

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUOQ)

Printed by: YOSEO00111 Date: 10/14/2016 09:48 Computer: INPYELLO58474 Page 6 of 11




LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUOQ)

insert; Oregon fishing license; 1 OR driver's license issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 OR concealed carry weapons
issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Fred Meyer rewards card issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Washington County library card
issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Allcare health care card issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Dutch Brothers card; 1 Pacific
University of OR bank card issued to Colin N. SCOTT, 1 CPR/AED card issued to Colin N. SCOTT; Oregon hunting

license. Ranger Pike collected the evidence and passed off the items to me at 1312 hours on June S‘h, 2016 on
the boardwalk near the extraction point of the rescue team. See supplemental report.

| was later informed that all recovery efforts had ceased due to lack of physical remains. It was explained to me
that due to the acidity of the water in the thermal feature, as well as the extremely high temperature of the
thermal feature, the remains most likely dissolved overnight. | attended the closing brief for the incident and
cleared the area in order to process evidence. | left the key to Colin Scott’s vehicle in the Norris Geyser Basin
ranger office so that Krystal Mccurdy could have access to it when Colin’s father arrived. The vehicle was
recovered without incident and not in my presence. | was also told Colin Scott’s father no longer wanted to meet
with me.

End of report.

Supplementary report:

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #2601PS SWEEN, P. Report time: 06/07/2016 23:21 MDT
Entered by: #2601PS SWEEN, P. Entered time: 06/07/2016 23:21 MDT
Remarks:
Narrative:

CFS YELLYD6072016-64 — Colin SCOTT SAR

Approximately 1420 hours- | responded to a radio call for medical emergency at Norris Geyser Basin involving a
single patient who had fallen into a thermal area. [responded down the geyser basin trail with EMS and oxygen
kit to the Pork Chop Geyser area. | met with Incident Commander Ranger Korhut who was already on scene. At
Korhut's direction, | continued interviewing Sable SCOTT, (the reporting party). Sable SCOTT, (age 21), reported
that she and her older brother, Colin SCOTT, (age 23}, described by Sable as 510 tall, 150 pounds, and skinny,
wearing cut-off jeans and a gray tee shirt, were hiking off of the boardwalk and that Colin fell into a hot spring
and did not get out. Sable pointed in the west direction, and to the footprints west of the Pork Chop thermal
area hoardwalk, where she stated that she had walked back to report the accident, Sable stated that after she
left the area where Colin fell in, she had gotten directionally turned around, and was now not sure where the
exact location was. Sable said she had taken a different route back than she and Colin had originally traveled.
Sable stated that there were no other visitors or witnesses at the location where Colin fell in the pool which she
described as only 4 to 5 feet across.

Sable stated that her brother Colin has been residi at he had just
graduated college. Sable said Colin had come to visit her nd that they were on
a day trip to Yellowstone. Their plans were to spend the night outside of the park, and they did not have

reservations or plans to stay the night in Yellowstone Park. Sable stated that she and her brother were the only
one’s traveling in their party, and that Colin had driven them in his truck, which was parked in the Norris Geyser

basin parking area.
_She knew her brother's, (Colin’s), cell phone number
Sable did not know her address Sable provided

At Ranger Korhut's direction at about 1530 hours, | asked Sable to accompany me to the Geyser basin parking
area where | had her sit in my patrol vehicle and had Ranger Romanchuk attend to a minor injury. | advised

Sable provided her ce|
which she stated was
her Father’s cell phone number as
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Sable that a Family Liaison ranger was responding to offer support. Sable stated that she understood that her
brother Colin was likely not going to be found alive. Sable expressed an interest in getting to an area where she
could have phone access. At approximately 1540 hours, | drove Sable to the Norris Ranger Museum, and
assisted her to use the land-line telephone.

Sable called and spoke with her Father-t appronimatei 1600 hours. |also spoke wit

at that time and gave him what information I could. | recontacted y phone at approximately 1700
hours. Family Liaison and Victim Assistance Rangers Tara Ross and Krystal McCurdy met with Sable at Norris
Ranger Museum at approximately 1730 pm and began making arrangements for Sable to have a place to stay for
the night with a Family Liaison Ranger.

Ranger Christopher Russell met with Sable and | at approximately 1745 hours. Sable told Ranger Russell and |
that she had cell phone video footage of Colin falling into the thermal pool that she was willing to share with us.
Ranger Russell and Sable and | relocated to the Norris Ranger Station. Ranger Russell asked Sable for permission
to download the video recording as evidence, and Sable stated that she gave her permission to letting Russell
download the recording. | provided Sable with a statement form for her to document her permission for
downloading her video recording. Sable completed the form in front of me at the Norris Ranger Station.

At approximately 1815 hours, Sable left the Norris Ranger Station with Family Liaison McCurdy enroute to Lake
Ranger housing area, where they had accommodations for the night. McCudy stated that she will stay the night
with Sable and work on further arrangements tomorrow. | called -gain at 1820 hours.

I called_at 2110 hours tonight with no additional information for him. | agreed to contact him

tomorrow morning with an update a 0900 hours. -equests an upd i 's body is
recovered.ﬂis making arrangements for travel to Yellowstone fro

Ranger Pieter Sween
Madison Ranger Station
06-07-2016 - 2142 hours

Supplementary report:

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160184897 [Review - Closed] Due: 06/12/2016 22:56 MDT CAD INTERFACE ->#5165
VERESS, L. [Med] Import of CAD event into IMARS incident NP16070606 SAR (Search
and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK,
PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)

Author: #1041 KORHUT, J. Report time: 10/12/2016 13:12
Entered by: #1041 KORHUT, J. Entered time: 10/12/2016 13:12
Remarks: Incident Commander supplement

Narrative:

At approximately 14:30 hours | was on patrol driving west bound on the Norris to Canyon Road. An
emergency EMS page went out on the radio for an individual who fell into one of the thermal features at
Norris Geyser Basin and was still sitting near the edge of the thermal feature.

| responded to the geyser basin and was directed to the Pork chop Geyser by one the interpretive
rangers that was on scene with the reporting party. When | arrived at Pork chop geyser | met Sable
Scoft. She said she and her brother were walking off the board walk and found a "hot pool”. She said
he slipped and fell into the hot pool. | asked her where they were and she pointed in the

direction west to north west from the boardwalk. She seemed very confused and very quiet. It was
initially difficult to get much information from Sable Scott.

| established myself as incident commander for the search and rescue at approximately 14:40 hours.
She showed me a video that she took on her phone of the area of the pool and what Colin Scott was
wearing at the time. She showed me the flip flops he was wearing and said the flip flops were alongside
the pool along with his wallet.
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| promptly sent out a hasty team (HT #1), LE Ranger George Brecht and Interpretive Ranger Rick

Lee, to look for Colin SCOTT and to administer first aid if needed. | heard Ranger Brecht call me on the
radio and told me they found the thermal feature with the flip flops and wallet that matched the
description that Sable Scott gave me earlier. They were currently searching the area for Colin SCOTT.

| sent out another hasty team (HT #2) to join up with the HT#1 with paramedic Adam Bums in case
HT#1 found Colin SCOTT and he needed immediate first aid.

HT 1&2 reported that there was nothing visible on the surface of the pool except Colin SCOTT's wallet,
on flip flop floating in the pool and one fiip flop on the edge of the pool where Sable SCOTT said Colin
SCOTT was standing on the edge of the pool. They also said they searched around the pool to see if
they could find an area where Colin Scott may have pulled himself out of the pool and onto the edge of
the pool. They were unable to find any evidence of someone coming out of the pool.

I received further information from the sister, from LE Ranger Peter Sween, and the reporting
interpretive rangers, that reportedly Sable Scott said she saw

R T

At this time US Ranger Jesse Pike came on scene and he was assigned as the Operations Sections
Chief. | gave him an update and we decided this had turned into a body recovery instead of a rescue
due to all of the evidence described above. We decided to pull both hasty teams out from the thermal
feature where Colin Scott was last seen and regroup up at the Norris Museum.

Later that evening we assembled a recovery team to safety navigate into the thermal feature to recover
the body. The recovery team lead by US Ranger Phil Strehle and Ranger Carrie Guiles, flagged a safe
route into the thermal feature. When they got to the area they saw Colin Scott's body floating on the
surface of the thermal pool. Due to the team having to navigate over extremely volatile thermal areas,
multiple lightning storms coming through the area and it was getting dark, the recovery team decided to
suspend recovery operations for the night.

The next day, June Bth, another recovery team inserted into the thermal area to recover the body.
There were no remains visible according to the second recovery team. The team tried to recover some
remains by using long catch poles that are used to clean out thermal areas. No remain were found.

The recovery team was called to stand down and pull out all of their equipment out from the feature.
Due to the thermal features extreme environment, a superheated acidic mud pot, recovery operations
were suspended. The thermal feature was going to be checked approximately once a month to see if
any remains could be found with fluctuating water levels in the mud pot.

Ext, doc. occ report [DOC, 1.54 MB]: _

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Report time: 06/13/2016 16:50 MDT

Entered by: #1705 RUSSELL. C. Entered time: 06/13/2016 16:50 MDT

Person:

Address:

Vehicle:

Officer:

Remarks: SCOTT photo supp, signs leading to area

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 1.93 MBJ:

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160184897 [Review - Closed] Due: 06/12/2016 22:56 MDT CAD INTERFACE ->#5165

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)

VERESS, L. [Med] Import of CAD event into IMARS incident NP16070606 SAR (Search
and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK,
PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)

Author: #1041 KORHUT, J. Report time: 10/12/2016 14:36

Entered by: #1041 KORHUT, J. Entered time: 10/12/2016 14:36

Person:

Address:

Vehicle:

Officer:

Remarks: Norris Geyser Basin, safe travel route for recovery team. Thermal imaging maps

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 1.74 MB]:

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Report time: 10/12/2016 22:26

Entered by: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Entered time: 10/12/2016 22:26

Person:

Address:

Vehicle:

Officer:

Remarks:

Ext. doc. occ report [XLSX, 9.44 KB]:

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Report time: 10/12/2016 22:27

Entered by: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Entered time: 10/12/2016 22:27

Person:

Address:

Vehicle:

Officer:

Remarks:

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 78.69 KBJ:

Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Report time: 10/12/2016 22:34

Entered by: #1705 RUSSELL, C. Entered time: 10/12/2016 22:34

Person:

Address:

Vehicle:

Officer:

Remarks:

Ext. doc. occ report [PDF, 3.22 MB]:
Incident: NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT (WAYPOINT,

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON)) (YELL Canyon,
Colin Scott and sister Sable Scott were traveling off board walk/off trail northwest of the
Porkchop Geyser in Norris

Task: T160399764 [Review - Closed] Due: 10/13/2016 12:08 #1705 RUSSELL, C. ->#1041
KORHUT, J. [Low] NP16070606 SAR (Search and Rescue) @06/07/2016 14:29 MDT
(WAYPOINT, YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, PARK WY USA (Site: CANYON))
(YELL Canyon, Colin Scott and sister S

Author: #1019 TAIT, A. Report time: 10/12/2016 22:44

Entered by: #1019 TAIT, A. Entered time: 10/12/2016 22:44

Person:

Address:

Vehicle:

Officer:

Remarks:

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)
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FORM 10-344

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS # Y060716-64

IMARS# NP16070606
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Norris Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park 06/07/2016

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Hot Spring Fatality

COMPLAINANT'S NAME

Colin Nathaniel tt
SSN#

DOB:

DOD: 06/07/2016
Summary of Incident:

On 6/07/2016 Colin Nathaniel Scott and his adult sister, Sable Scott, were walking, illegally, off the
boardwalk at Norris Geyser Basin in Yellowstone National Park. At approximately 1420 hours
Sable Scott witnessed Colin slip and fall into a hot spring. She attempted to rescue him but could
not pull him out. Rescuers witnessed his body in the hot spring at approximately 1941 hours on
6/07/2016. Due to safety concemns they were unable to recover his body that evening. When the
recovery team returned to the hot spring the next morning, they were unable to locate his body. His
wallet and flip flops were recovered. The temperature of the water was recorded at over 212
degrees fahrenheit. The acidity of the water was recorded with a pH of 5. Evidence suggests that
the extreme heat and the acidity of the water quickly dissolved his body in the hot spring.

Colin Scott's Manner of Death was recorded as “Accidental”. Cause of Death was recorded as:
Scalding due to Submersion in thermal hot spring. Colin Scott's death certificate, 2016-001986, was
recorded and filed by Wyoming Vital Statistics on 6/27/2016.

Incident | tigati IR .

On 6/07/2016 at approximately 1700 hours, Yellowstone National Park Dispatcher, Beth Dreyer,
phoned regarding my availability to investigate the death of a visitor who had fallen into a hot spring
at Norris Geyser Basin. Dreyer said that the victim’s body had not yet been recovered but they
would call when it was.

On 6/08/2016 at approximately 1500 hours, Yellowstone National Park Fire Dispatcher, Ed Folts,
phoned to request coroner investigation of the Norris fatality. He said that the recovery team had
not located or recovered the victim’s remains. He said that Canyon Deputy District Ranger, Jessica
Korbut, was the Incident Commander and Canyon Ranger, Chris Russell was the lead investigator.
He also advised that National Park Ranger, Krystal McCurdy, had been assigned as Family Liaison.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
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FORM 10-344
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

[ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS # Y060716-64

IMARS# NP16070606
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Norris Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park 06/07/2016

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Hot Spring Fatality

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS
Colin
SSN#
DOB:
DOD: 06/07/2016

lncidant lnsaatioat R Continuas:

During the course of my investigation | spoke with and read the statement of the primary responders
to the incident. Sable Scott, sister of the decedent, was with Colin when he slipped and fell into the
hot spring. She recorded on her smart phone several video clips of herself and Colin intentionally
being off boardwalk at Norris. The smart phone recorded the moment he slipped and fell into the
pool and her efforts to rescue him.

When Sable was unable to rescue Colin she ran back to the boardwalk and returned to the Norris
Geyser Basin Museum. (There is no cell phone service at Norris.) Sable contacted Yellowstone
Interpretive Ranger, Rosa Prasser, at the Museum. Ranger Prasser contacted the Yellowstone
Communications Center by radio to request help.

Norris Interpretive Ranger Rick Lee and Canyon Ranger George Brecht were the first to reach the
hot spring where the incident took place. Ranger Lee said there was a wallet and a flip flop floating
in the hot spring. A matching flip flop was in the mud on the edge of the hot spring. Ranger Lee
said there was no one visible on the surface of the hot spring pool. He probed the pool with a stick
and felt a large object that he was unable to bring to the surface. Rangers Lee and Brecht vacated
the area at the request of the Incident Commander.

Additional rescue personnel were dispatched to the scene. Due to numerous safety concems with
respect to lighting storm activity and the dangers of navigating in an active thermal basin, the
additional rescuers did not arrive at the hot spring until approximately 1941 hours.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg— Yellowstone National Park

Deputy Coroner N - / /
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FORM 10-344
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS # Y060716-64

IMARS# NP16070606
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Norris Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park 06/07/2016

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Hot Spring Fatality

COMPLAINANT'S NAME
Colin Nathaniel Scott
SSN#

DOB:

DOD: 06/07/2016

Incident Investigation and Response Continued:

Team Leader, Ranger Phil Strehle, Ranger Lee, and Yellowstone Search and Rescue member,
Doug Madsen, all reported seeing the upper torso of a male victim floating face-up in the pool.

[COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

Strehle determined that the victim was deceased. The rescuers were unable to safely
recover the body that evening due to safety concerns of working around the hot spring.

The rescue/recovery team returned to the scene the following morning, 6/08/16, arriving at
approximately 0815 hours. Rescuers Strehle and Madsen both said that the body was no longer
visible in the hot spring. Strehle said there were no indications that the body had been removed by
another human or animal due to the lack of drag marks along the edges of the pool.

The water in the spring was gray in color and had poor clarity. Visibility was estimated to be just one
to two inches. The hot spring was estimated to be approximately six feet long by four feet wide.
Madsen estimated that most of the pool was about ten feet deep. He said that the pool was
bubbling and that the bubbling increased or decreased during the course of their operation. The
water temperature was recorded as at least 100 degrees celsius/212 degrees fahrenheit.

Rescue personnel constructed a safe platform from which to work. Madsen then extensively probed
the hot spring. No human remains were felt or recovered during the operation. The consensus
among the rescuefrecovery team, which included Park Scientist Ann Rodman, was that the extreme
heat of the hot spring, coupled with its acidic nature, dissolved the remains.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg—Yellowstone National Park

Deputy Coroner ;o ,
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FORM 10-344
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS # Y060716-64

IMARS# NP16070606
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Norris Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park 06/07/2016

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Hot Spring Fatality

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS
Colin Nathaniel Scott
SSN#

DOB:

DOD: 06/07/2016

Identification of the Decedent:

The body seen floating in the hot springs by rescuers Strehle and Madsen was wearing a gray V-
necked T-shirt. The V-necked gray t-shirt was similar to the shirt worn by Colin in the videos taken
by his sister Sable. Similarly the flip flops recovered from the hot spring looked to match those worn
by Colin in the videos. Team leader Strehle reported seeing a small crucifix resting on the victim’s
face. -he victim's father, said that Colin wore a crucifix. The wallet recovered from the
scene contained several pieces of identification belonging to Colin Scott. The videos of the incident
taken by Sable Scott were consistent with her report of the incident. They showed a young adult
male matching the photo identifications of Colin Scott recovered from his wallet.

Notification of Family:;

Madison Ranger Pieter Sween interviewed and took initial care of Sable Scott, adult sister of Colin
Scott. Sable told Ranger Sween that she witnessed Colin fall into the hot spring and that he did not
get out. Sable notified her father, of the incident and probable outcome at
approximately 1600 hours on 6/07/2016. Ranger Sween also talked with || lflend gave him
a preliminary account of the incident.

| interviewed Colin's father, on 6/08/16. -advised that Colin was a well-adjusted
recent college graduate who had plans to attend graduate school in the fall. The video clips taken
by Sable Scott support that this incident was an accident rather than a possible suicide event,

Autopsy/Toxicology:

Remains were not recovered from the hot spring.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg—Yellowstone National Park

Deputy Coroner .-, :
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FORM 10-344
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS # Y060716-64

|, IMARS# NP16070606
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Norris Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park 06/07/2016

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Hot Spring Fatality

COMPLAINANT S NAME [COMPLAINANT S ADDRESS
Colin Nathaniel Scott
SSN#

DOB:

DOD: 06/07/2016
Di iti fthe body:

The water in the pool was recorded as having a pH of 5 on 6/17/16 by Yellowstone Park Scientist
Ann Rodman. The water temperature of the hot spring was recorded to be at least 100° Celsius/
212°Fahrenheit when measured on 6/08/16. The hot spring displayed turbulence and changes in
water level of eight to ten inches during the attempted recovery operation on 6/08/16.

Park Scientist Ann Rodman advised that the extreme heat of the hot spring coupled with its acidic
nature likely dissolved the remains.

Di ition of P _

At approximately 1615 hours on 6/08/16 | met with Ranger McCurdy,_and Colin Scott's
brother in the Chief Rangers Office conference room. We drove to Norris Geiser Basin where |

inventoried Colin Scott's vehicle, conducted a short interview with and released Colin’s
vehicle to him.

Family Liaison Ranger McCurdy procured the vehicle key which had been stored at the Norris
Geyser Basin Ranger Office by Ranger Russell. Ranger Russell had met with Sable Scott at Colin's
vehicle parked at Norris Geyser Basin. Sable found a hide-a-key and gave that to Ranger Russell.
She also retrieved a backpack from the vehicle containing her personal belongings.

Vehicle registration confirmed the silver, year 2000, Nissan Frontier pick-up truck-—_
_as registered to Colin Scott. An inventory of the vehicle
included hiking and camping equipment. $100.00 in cash, clothing and other miscellaneous items. A
small, locked, gun safe was located under the driver's seat. It felt as if it contained at least one and
possibly two firearms. Three boxes of ammunition, a semi-automatic magazine loaded with eight 40
calibre rounds and a black leather holster were found in the cab. No drugs or medications were

found in the vehicle.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) ‘APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg—Yellowstone National Park

Deputy Coroner \ g = ! (/ ,
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FORM 10-344

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS # Y060716-64

IMARS# NP16070606
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Norris Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park 06/07/2016

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Coroner’s Report—Hot Spring Fatality

COMPLAINANT'S NAME
Colin Nathaniel
SSN#

DOB:
DOD: 06/07/2016

Disposition of P Conti :

The black wallet and orange and black flip flops recovered from the hot spring by Rescuer Madsen
were released to Ranger Jesse Pike. Pike then released the items to Ranger Russell for
submission into evidence. Russell inventoried the contents of the wallet. No money was found in
the wallet.

Rangers Russell and Alex Tait, Canyon evidence custodian, released the wallet and flip flops to me
on 6/17/16. | inventoried and photographed the items before shipping them to n
6/17/16. The items were shipped via FedEx from the Yellowstone Supply Center.
emailed on 6/24/16 that he received the items. (See attached property receipts.)

Cause and Manner of Death:

On 6/09/16 | contacted Guy Beaudoin, Director of Wyoming Vital Records, regarding the death
certificate process when a decedent's remains are not recovered. Beaudoin advised that no funeral
home need be involved and permitted me access to complete Colin's demographic information.

Colin Scott's Manner of Death was recorded as “Accidental”. Cause of Death was recorded as:
Scalding due to Submersion in thermal hot spring. Colin Scott's death certificate, 2016-001986, was
recorded and filed by Wyoming Vital Statistics on 6/27/2018.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg—Yellowstone National Park

Deputy Coroner- , -y Q//
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FORM 10-344

Page

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

SUPPLEMENTAL CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

[ORGANIZATIONAL (PARK) NAME - CASE INCIDENT NUMBER
Yellowstone National Park CFS #Y060716-64

B IMARS# NP16070606
LOCATION OF INCIDENT o DATE OF INCIDENT
Norris Geyser Basin, Yellowstone National Park 06/07/2016

NATURE OF INCIDENT -
Coroner’s Report—Hot Spring Fatality

COMPLAINANT'S NAME [COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

o _

SSN#

DOB:
DOD: 06/07/2016

Contacts:

Sable Scott—Decedent’s Sister and Witness to Death

Jessica Korhut—Incident Commander

Address: Canyon Ranger Station, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
Phone: 307-344-250

Email: Jessica _Korhut@nps.gov

Chris Russell—Incident Investigator

Address: Canyon Ranger Station, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
Phone: 307-344-2501

Email: Christopher_Russell@nps.gov

Phil Strehle—Search and Rescue Team Leader

Address: Lake Ranger Station, Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190
Phone: 307-344-2403

Email: Phil_Strehle@nps.gov

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
Colette Daigle-Berg—Yellowstone National Park

Deputy Coroner: 1itb , x :'_';;-_ ey i) %/ f/ L'—?/ 20/ é
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NP16070606

Scott S.A.R.
Photographer P. Strehle
Photo # Description
IMG_0001 Overall Scene
IMG_0002 Overall scene and initial approach by rescuers
IMG_0003 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature
IMG_0004 Photo showing remains and point of entry
IMG_0005 Photo showing remains and point of entry
IMG_0006 Close up photo of remains
IMG_0007 Close up photo of shoe
IMG_0008 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature
IMG_0009 Close up photo of remains
IMG_0010 Close up photo of remains
IMG_0011 Close up photo of remains
IMG_0012 Close up photo of remains
IMG_0013 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature with remains
IMG_0014 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature
IMG_0015 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature
IMG_0016 | Mid distance photo of the thermal feature with remains
IMG_0017 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature
IMG_0018 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature
IMG_0019 Mid distance photo of the thermal feature with remains




NP16070606 Scott S.A.R. 6/7/2016

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.
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NP16070606 Scott S.A.R. 6/7/2016

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.
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NP16070606 Scott S.A.R. 6/7/2016

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.

Page.3/35



NP16070606 Scott S.A.R. 6/7/2016

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.
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NP16070606 Scott S.A.R. 6/7/2016

Day one, initial recovery effort. Day one, initial recovery effort.

Day one, initial recovery effort.
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i ! Incident Case #
Canyon District Yellowstone National Park NP16070606
PHOTOS TAKENBY: R Ouvry Photo Log DATE OF PHOTO: 6/08/16

PHOTO #1

DESCRIPTION: Colin Scott’s Vehicle in parking lot.

PHOTO #2

DESCRIPTION: Colin Scott’s Vehicle in parking lot.

PHOTO #3

DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.

PHOTO #4

DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
C. Russell #1705
Signed Electronically on IMARS

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
C. Russell #1705
Signed Electronically on IMARS




Canyon District

PHOTOS TAKEN BY: R. Ouvry
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.

PHOTO #12

DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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PHOTO #21

DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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DESCRIPTION: Warning signs leading to and from the incident
area.
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
P.O. Box 168
Yellowstone National Park
Wyoming 82190

1N REPLY REFER TO

NP16070606

On June 7™, 2016, while on duty as a United States Park Ranger in the exclusive jurisdictional boundaries
of Yellowstone National Park, I, U.S. Park Ranger C. Russell, was called out to Norris Geyser Basin for an
individual that reportedly fell into a geyser.

I arrived an scene to find U.S. Park Ranger P. SWEEN talking with a young woman on the edge of the
boardwalk near Monarch Geyser. | also saw U.S. Park Ranger J. Korhut, who assumed the Incident
Command position, directing two rangers to enter the area on a hasty search. A second team was soon
assembled and deployed by Ranger Korhut as resources arrived. | began to assemble a recovery team
while waiting for the hasty team to report back on a location.

The female was identified as Sable Ashleigh Scott who stated in general that her brother had slipped
into a geyser and needed help. (See P. Sween's report) Sable Scott also gave a description of the male as
well as the approximate location of where the two last saw each other, In general, Sable Scott said the
pool would have her brothers flip flops next to the edge and pointed to the area rangers needed to go.
Sable identified her brother as Colin Nathaniel Scott, -vho currently lived in Partland OR.
Sable Scott made a statement saying she had a video of the moments just prior to Colin Scott’s
disappearance. This statement was not made to be and | was informed about it later.

Sable Scott was escorted away from the scene by Ranger Sween and taken to the Norris Ranger
Museum where she was provided with a family/witness advocate. Advocate Krystal Mccurdy became
the main contact with Sable and the rest of the family for the remainder of the incident.

One of the hasty teams found the thermal feature in question and was unable to see any remains
present in the body of water. Given the dangerous geological make-up of the area, and the lack of
emergent necessity, all teams were extracted from the area and regrouped in the Norris Geyser Basin
Ranger Station in order to formulate a better plan of action.

Ranger Korhut placed me in charge of investigations on the incident. When | learned of the statement
Sable made in regards to the video, | left the geyser basin to meet with Sable at the Norris Ranger
Museum. | delegated responsibility of investigating the physical scene to U.S. Park Ranger G. Brecht
once a plan was in place for re-entry to the area.

| contacted Sable Scott at the Norris Ranger Station at approximately 1700 hours on June 7", 2016.1
asked her if she had a video leading up to the incident. Sable Scott told me in general she did have a
video that she had not watched vet. She was not sure what was on it either. | asked Sable Scott
permission to watch the video and she gave both verbal and written consent. Sable requested to step
out while | watched the video because she did not want to know what was on it.



With Sable Scott’s permission, | held onto her IPhone and watched the video she had recorded. This was

witnessed by Ranger Sween as well as Ranger C. Rawlings. The video is as follows, transcribed by me;

ne, | explained to Sable Scott that | needed to get a copy of the video

from her phone and asked her if she would allow me to do so. | explained this meant | would be keeping

her nhnne for the avanin dEaetbonrailasbla Hirma Tkl
ner phone for the eventi st avaliaoie time. S5ab

written and verbal perr

1 | extract a copy from her phone, would she

may not want to view the vi
prefer me to delete it. Sable Scott told me in general, | may never watch it, but | want to keep it. |
collected the phone and the written statement; | told Sable Scott that | would be in touch with her the

next day in order to return

Sable Scott informed me of a vehicle in the parking lot of Norris Geyser Basin that belonged to her

hrother. The vehircla was a Silvar Nigzan |—.“|_"1r‘:--‘_'i."-r_ Cahla Scott asked if she could retrieve

with her at the vehicle

approximately 30

e to find a hidc

=n key in order to open the
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vehicle. | witnessed her grab a backpack from the vehicle and Sable Scott gave me the key. Sable Scott

remained in the company of Krystal Mccurdy the rest of the evening and overnight in the Lake District
area.

I returned to Norris Geyser Basin to check in on the recovery efforts as well as the physical investigation.
I checked in with Range Korhut to find that due to weather and time, no attempt to recover Colin Scott’s
remains would take place that evening. A technical rescue team, led by U.S. Park Ranger P. Strehle was
able to locate the thermal feature and photograph the area. During the time Ranger Strehle had been at
the location, the suspected remains of Colin Scott had floated to the surface. See June 7" photos. The
photos taken Ranger Strehle took clearly show flip flops that match the final sweeping scene of the
video provided by Sable Scott. The photos show the remains are wearing a grey t-shirt similar to that of
what Colin Scott was wearing in the video.

All recovery efforts were ceased for June 7" by the command staff of the incident.

On June 8", 2016, at 0800 hours, all recovery personnel reassembled at Norris Geyser Basing. After the
initial briefing, | separated from the recovery team to meet with Sable Scott in order to return the
phone. | met with Sable Scott at the entrance of the Norris Geyser Basin, along with Krystal Mccurdy,
and discussed the return of the phone. Sable Scott asked me if she would be in trouble for her violation
of leaving the boardwalk. | told Sable Scott that my job, when dealing with violations, is to apply the
lowest level of force necessary to gain full compliance. | than told her | think the loss of a loved one is
more than enough. | told Sable Scott to travel safe. Sable Scott was escorted by Krystal Mccurdy to
Mammoth Hot Springs for further transportation to her home. Krystal Mccurdy informed me that Sable
Scotts father would be flying in that day and wanted to pick up the vehicle and drive it back. | was also
told her father wanted to speak with me if available. | explained to Krystal Mccurdy that | would be
happy to speak with him but | would not be able to provide any details other than what was provided in
the press release. Krystal Mccurdy told me she would pass on the information.

I returned to the Norris Geyser Basin to find that the technical rescue team was on scene and no visible
remains were present. U.S. Park Ranger J. Pike, a member of the rescue team, collected a black wallet
from the thermal feature, one very melted flip flop from the thermal feature, and one flip flop
recovered from the thermal features edge. The items clearly resembled the ones from all other
accounts. The wallet contained one black I.D. insert; Oregon fishing license; 1 OR driver’s license issued
to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 OR concealed carry weapons issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Fred Meyer rewards card
issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Washington County library card issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Allcare health
care card issued to Colin N. SCOTT; 1 Dutch Brothers card; 1 Pacific University of OR bank card issued to
Colin N. SCOTT, 1 CPR/AED card issued to Colin N. SCOTT; Oregon hunting license. Ranger Pike collected
the evidence and passed off the items to me at 1312 hours on June 8", 2016 on the boardwalk near the
extraction point of the rescue team. See supplemental report.

1 was later informed that all recovery efforts had ceased due to lack of physical remains. It was explained
to me that due to the acidity of the water in the thermal feature, as well as the extremely high
temperature of the thermal feature, the remains most likely dissolved overnight. | attended the closing

H H A Al A b H + i I lafe +hn | sk Cali;m © 47
brief for the incident and clearaed the area in order to process evidence. | left the key to Colin Scott's

s

vehicle in the Norris Geyser Basin ranger office so that Krystal Mccurdy could have access to it when



Colin’s father arrived. The vehicle was recovered without incident and not in my presence. | was also
told Colin Scott’s father no longer wanted to meet with me.

End of report.

Report By
United States Park Ranger
Federal Law Enforcement Officer #1705

C. Russell

/1516

C. Russell

st Daich Bog 4374

Witnessed by Yellowstone National Park Deputy Coroner
Colette Daigle-Berg




United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service
P.O. Box 168
Yellowstone National Park
Wyoming 82190

N REPLY REFER TO:

Witness Statement
Written 06/10/2016, by Doug Madsen, Outdoor Recreation Planner. Yellowstone National Park

On the evening of 06/07/2016

Phil Strehle, Carrie Guiles, Rick (Last Name?), and myself hiked from the Norris Geyser Basin
Museum to the thermal feature where the young man was reported to have slipped into the
feature. The purpose of the trip was to form a plan of action to access the feature safely,
assemble a list of equipment/tools needed to do so. return for equipment, and commence a search
and possible recovery. 1 had emptied my pack of most SAR equipment in order to carry water
bottles that could be used for washing and cooling hot mud in the event any in our party broke
through a crust layer and got burned. Phil is the lead for the park’s technical rescue team, and 1
have been a member since approximately 2000, as well as a member of the park’s structural fire
department since 1998. Carrie Guiles was our guide across the geyser basin once we left the
boardwalk. Rick had been to the site previously and knew where we were headed. Carrie used
trekking poles to probe the route. We all walked slowly and deliberately. We spaced ourselves
about 10 feet apart as we walked. We had to cross a few shallow thermal streams to get to the
site. I used surveyor’s flagging to mark the route for our return. While at the museum, we
waited for passing thunderstorms to pass before being given permission to start our hike. On the
way to the site, more storms were building with lightning occurring in the distance. When we
got to the site we had time to slowly work around the thermal pool and observed that a body was
visible near the southern edge of the pool. Phil reported the sighting via radio to command. 1
took photos with my government cell phone from the south around the west side and northwest
of the pool. It then began to rain and hail and we took cover under the small trees nearby until
the storm passed. At that time Phil and I felt that, with it being close to dark, and by the time we
could gather equipment, it would be a nighttime operation to recover the body. In that situation,
and working that close to a dangerous pool we decided we should wait until daylight to attempt a
dinates from near the pool using my phone and recorded them to be

Carrie mentioned a crucifix was visible around the neck, I looked to see if I could
see it, but did not see one. A dark grey shirt was visible and appeared to be a tee shirt. A sandal

was on the southeastern bank of the pool. Gas bubbles were present in the pool and it appeared
to be boiling. The water was /in color and you could not see through it to any depth.

The pool had steep banks that appeared to be damp
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clay. Due to the steepness of the bank, the lack of any tools, and dangerous terrain, an attempt to
recover the body at that time was not made.

Wednesday 06/08/2016

Arrived at the site (not sure of time), a body was not visible on surface; | EGcGNTTNTNG
I costructed a platform using 3 roof ladders and
a sheet of %" plywood. This temporary platform allowed us safely access to the pool edge.
On this day a sandal was
still on the bank. and another sandal was in the water along with a billfold (black). | used a
grabber tool (like a long-handled litter picker upper) to remove the sandal from the bank. another
sandal from the pool, and a billfold from the pool. | used a 157 pike pole to probe the pool for
any objects. | did not feel anything in the pool. None of the tools | was using seemed to touch
anything but bottom and sides of the pool. Idid not feel anything that felt like bone, flesh, or
clothing. The hooked end of the pole came out of the water clean every time I inspected it. [ was
able to determine the extents of the pool bottom which at the deepest point seemed to be about
15" deep on the closest bank (southeast). Most of the pool bottom was in my estimate about 10
feet deep. A shallow shelf was located on the northeast side of the pool, approximately 2-3 feet
in depth. Most of the rest of the pool seemed to be about 10 feet in depth. Sides of the pool

were nearly vertical with rounding on the bottom. The side closest to the platform | was working
from had a slight undercut of about 4-6 inches at most. Water level of the pool would change by
at least 8-10 inches and bubbling would increase and decrease in intervals throughout the
operation. | pulled some bottom sediment to the surface using the grabber tool; it all appeared to
be gray gravel without any other debris present. | was told by Phil that I had been probing for
about 45 minutes and to continue for a bit more. At some point during the probing, I used a
thermometer from Carrie Guiles to determine the water temperature of the pool. The
thermometer showed the air temperature near the pool edge to be 30°C, and the pool at about 10°
depth to be 100°C, The thermometer only read to 100°C, and the thermometer appeared to be
pegged at the very top. After about ten or so more minutes we stopped probing. No foul odors
were evident to me, other than the natural smells of a thermal feature. Steam was coming off the
pool which fogged my eye glasses a few times though did not hamper the search effort. At some
point Phil said that he felt that I could stop searching the pool. We reviewed what we had done,
discussed if there was anything more that we could do, discussed how our search methods were
completed and what we might do differently in the future. All felt that the search on Wednesday
was successful to the extent that it could be.

Signed by: /u"'--""_;-
Doug Madsen
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On Tuesday June 7.2016, I, Krystal McCurdy. was contacted by West district Ranger
Tara Ross to respond as a family liaison to the Norris Geyser Basin incident. I arrived on scene
at 1630. I was briefed by IC. I then traveled to the Ranger Museum where the sister of the
deceased. Sable Scott. was being cared for by NPS Rangers. Upon meeting the sister of the
deceased I noticed she had visible injuries. After talking for a while I escorted her to the
restroom and provided food. I checked to make sure first aid had been given to her. She was
visibly upset and requested someone stay with her through the night until family or friends could

reach her.

At this time I contacted Lake patrol to check on available lodging for the night. After we
had a solid plan I transported her to the Canyon ranger station where US Park Ranger Russel
obtained Sable’s cell phone. After the phone was transferred | transported her to the Lake
government housing area. | set up the apartment 709 E with my personal bedding. food. and
shower items. I checked to see if she needed further medical attention. Throughout the night she

used my personal cell phone for calls to family and friends. She talked about the accident and |

continually monitored her condition.

We discussed a plan for her to leave the park. She wanted to get home to|

[t was decided they would drive to Mammoth the next day and
we would rendezvous with them. During the night I attempted to keep the family informed on
search efforts. I informed Sable that due to the weather. we would likely not be able to recover

Collin’s body that night.

She requested | remain with her because she feared nightmares and was having trouble
not picturing the accident. I remained with her until around 0100 hrs. At this time she felt ok

enough for me to leave for a few hours. I arrived back at 709 E at 0640hrs on Wednesday June

Q IV A
[ B

fter | ensured she ate breakfast anc

with her father who had been previously informed by Ranger Sween. After the call we left lake.
We met Ranger Russel at Norris so he could transfer her cell phone back into her custody. She
received the phone in proper working order. At this time [ was updated that rangers had observed
the body of the deceased in the thermal feature sometime in the mght or early morning. 1 also

learned they had made plans to recover the body that day. | informed her of this and we

continued driving to Mammoth. Once we arrived in Mammoth _'_';:l us



in the VC parking lot. I ensured she had an opportunity to refuse her name in the park news
release. At 1053 Sable was transferred into his care and she left the park.

After my contact with the sister ended I began working on a meeting place for the Father
of the deccased,_lo meet me in Mammoth. | called the Norris IC to ensure the spare
key would start the vehicle of the deceased. During this time I informed Sable and-Thut
unfortunately recovery efforts had ceased. I explained that even though Rangers used multiple
tools and technologies, due to the high temperature and acidity of the feature, we now believed
there is no longer an intact body to recover. I expressed my sincerest condolences and while
being tactful and compassionate, tried to help him understand why we could not recover any part
of his sons body.

We established a plan where I met him at the VC. He arrived just after 1600hrs. We met
with Park county coroner Colette Daigle-Burg in the conference room of the Chief Rangers
Office.

During this meeting I attempted to answer additional questions the family had. They are
interested in viewing the official report from the investigation. They are also concerned with
obtaining a death certificate without his body. | gave the father a copy of the news release from
Yellowstone.

After the meeting concluded at around 1700 hrs. I escorted the Father along with another
sibling of the deceased to Norris. | assisted the coroner in quickly inventorying the vehicle of the
deceased. Once this was complete | offered my assistance to the Father in finding clergy. and
other support options. Before he left I explained [ would still serve as a point of contact between
his family and Yellowstone.

Since Wednesday | have remained in contact with the family to ensure remaining
questions are answered.



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Yellowstone National Park
PO Box 168
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190

June 9, 2016

RE: NP16070606 Norris Geyser Basin Fatality

On 06/07/2016, 1 responded to the Norris Geyser Basin for a report of an individual who had
fallen into a thermal feature. At approximately 1903 hours, myself along with Doug MADSEN,
Rick LEE and Carrie GUILLES traveled on foot to the reported thermal feature where the
individual had fallen in. Upon arriving at the feature at 1941 hours, portions of the head, upper
torso and hands of a male subject were visible in the thermal feature. Due to the report of the
individual not previously visible, a lack of movement. suspected extreme temperatures and
indications of severe thermal burns, the subject was determined 1o be deceased. The subject
appeared to be an adult male. A V-neck style shirt was visible on the subject. A necklace with
what appeared to be a cross was visible and was resting on the subjects face.

Floating next to the subject was the bottom of an orange bottomed flip flop style shoe. Another
matching flip flop was located upright approximately one to two feet from the edge of the
thermal feature. Due to the hazard associated with walking near the edge of the feature without
additional safety protection in place. the subject and all items were left in place. Any additional
attempts to recover the subject or items were suspended due to decreasing light and severe
electrical weather.

The feature was approximately six feet long by four feet wide. The water was muddy and gray in
color. Due to the nature of the water, it was not possible to see within the water. The location
was documented with photographs.

Upon viewing photos and video of the reported individual who had fallen into the thermal
feature, Colin N. Scott, along with the thermal feature being the last seen location, I concluded
the located body to be that of Colin N. Scott. The V-neck style shirt on the body matched the
photos and videos | observed.

On 06/08/2016, I returned to the area with additional personnel in attempt to recover the body.
Upon arrival, the body was not present where it had been the previous evening. There were no
indications the body had been removed by another human or animal due to the lack of any drag
marks or other indications. Multiple attempts were made to search the thermal feature with no
signs of the body present, intact or otherwise. After consultation with thermal feature experts, it
was conclude the body had decomposed in the thermal feature.

Phil Strehle

US Park Ranger

Commission #1391

Yellowstone National Park, WY
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NP16070606 Supplemental Report

Report:

On 06/07/2018, | responded to the Norris Geyser Basin for a report of an individual who had fallen into a thermal
feature. At approximately 1903 hours, myself along with Doug MADSEN, Rick LEE and Carrie GUILLES traveled
on foot to the reported thermal feature where the individual had fallen in. Upon arriving at the feature at 1941
hours, portions of the head, upper torso and hands of a male subject were visible in the thermal feature. Due to
the report of the individual not previously visible, a lack of movement, suspected extreme temperatures and
indications of severe thermal bunrs, the subject was determined to be deceased. The subject appeared to be an
adult male. A V-neck style shirt was visible on the subject. A necklace with a cross was visible and was resting
on the subjects face.

Floating next to the subject was the bottom of an orange bottomed flip flop style shoe. Another matching flip flop
was located upright approximately one to two feet from the edge of the thermal feature. Due to the hazard
associated with walking near the edge of the feature without additional safety protection in place, the subject and
all items were left in place. Any additional attempts to recover the subject or items were suspended due to
decreasing light and severe electrical weather.

The feature was approximately six feet long by four feet wide. The water was muddy and gray in color. Due to
the nature of the water, it was not possible to see within the water. The location was documented with

photographs. All personnel left the feature at approximately 2017 hours and returned to the Norris Geyser
Museum at 2045 hours.
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CFS YELLYD6072016-64 — Colin SCOTT SAR

Approximately 1420 hours- | responded to a radio call for medical emergency at Norris Geyser Basin
involving a single patient who had fallen into a thermal area. |responded down the geyser basin trail
with EMS and oxygen kit to the Pork Chop Geyser area. | met with Incident Commander Ranger Korhut
who was already on scene. At Korhut's direction, | continued interviewing Sable SCOTT, (the reporting
party). Sable SCOTT, (age 21), reported that she and her older brother, Colin SCOTT, (age 23), described
by Sable as 510 tall, 150 pounds, and skinny, wearing cut-off jeans and a gray tee shirt, were hiking off
of the boardwalk and that Colin fell into a hot spring and did not get out. Sable pointed in the west
direction, and to the footprints west of the Pork Chop thermal area boardwalk, where she stated that
she had walked back to report the accident. Sable stated that after she left the area where Colin fell in,
she had gotten directionally turned around, and was now not sure where the exact location was. Sable
said she had taken a different route back than she and Colin had originally traveled. Sable stated that
there were no other visitors or witnesses at the location where Colin fell in the pool which she described
asonly 4 to 5 feet across.

Sable SCOTT said she live

Sable stated that her brother Colin has been residing in Portland, Oregon,
and that he had just graduated college. Sable said Colin had come to visit her _
-and that they were on a day trip to Yellowstone. Their plans were to spend the night outside
of the park, and they did not have reservations or plans to stay the night in Yellowstone Park. Sable
stated that she and her brother were the only one’s traveling in their party, and that Colin had driven
them in his truck, which was parked in the Norris Geyser basin parking area.

Sable provided her cell phone number as She knew her brother’s, (Colin’s), cell phone
number which she stated was able did not know her address_
Sable provided her Father’s cell phone number as _

At Ranger Korhut's direction at about 1530 hours, | asked Sable to accompany me to the Geyser basin
parking area where | had her sit in my patrol vehicle and had Ranger Romanchuk attend to a minor
injury. | advised Sable that a Family Liaison ranger was responding to offer support. Sable stated that
she understood that her brother Colin was likely not going to be found alive. Sable expressed an
interest in getting to an area where she could have phone access. At approximately 1540 hours, | drove

Sable to the Norris Ranger Museum, and assisted her to use the land-line telephone.

Sable called and spoke with her Father _at approximately 1600 hours. |also spoke with

at that time and gave him what information | could. | recontacted -y phone at
approximately 1700 hours. Family Liaison and Victim Assistance Rangers Tara Ross and Krystal McCurdy
met with Sable at Norris Ranger Museum at approximately 1730 pm and began making arrangements
for Sable to have a place to stay for the night with a Family Liaison Ranger.
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and | that she had cell phone video footage of Calin falling into the thermal pool that she was willing to



share with us. Ranger Russell and Sable and | relocated to the Norris Ranger Station. Ranger Russell
asked Sable for permission to download the video recording as evidence, and Sable stated that she gave
her permission to letting Russell download the recording. | provided Sable with a statement form for
her to document her permission for downloading her video recording. Sable completed the form in
front of me at the Norris Ranger Station.

At approximately 1815 hours, Sable left the Norris Ranger Station with Family Liaison McCurdy enroute
to Lake Ranger housing area, where they had accommodations for the night. McCudy stated that she
will stay the night with Sable and work on further arrangements tomorrow. | cailed_again
at 1820 hours.

| called -at 2110 hours tonight with no additional information for him. | agreed to contact
him tomorrow morning with an update a 0900 hours. -equests an update as soon as his

son’s body is recovered. _is making arrangements for travel to Yellowstone from-

Ranger Pieter Sween
Madison Ranger Station
06-07-2016 - 2142 hours
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Lee, Rick <rick_lee@nps.gov>

Write-up of incident
2 messages

Suderman, Brian <brian_suderman@nps.gov> Mon, Jun 13, 2016 at 4:51 PM
To: Rick Lee <rick_lee@nps.gov>

Rick

Will you please write a detailed narrative of your part in the incident last week? Try to include times, how it came about
that you were asked to go in with George initially, when was the second time, what exactly were your instructions, who
was present on the boardwalk when, what were your conversations with Jessica, etc. If you can do it by mid moming
tomorrow, send it just to me. but if you don't have time until after that, send it to Judy Knuth Folts and me.

This is really standard procedure that | should have asked you to do earier. Thanks.

Brian Suderman

North District Resource Education Ranger
Yellowstone National Park

307-344-2255

Lee, Rick <rick_lee@nps.gov> Tue, Jun 14, 2016 at 4:45 PM
To: "Suderman, Brian" <brian_suderman@nps.gov>

Narrative on my involvement with incident on June 7, 2016 - Rick Lee

About 3 pm on June 7th | was in the office when Ranger Sue Florin came in and informed me of an emergency that a
visitor had gone off trail in the Back Basin, Norris Geyser Basin and had fallen into a thermal feature. | grabbed the
portable AED and a trauma kit. Sue grabbed cold water bottles and some gauze bandages. We both went out with our
medical equipment to the boardwalk near Vixen Geyser. where Ranger Rosa Prasser was with a younger women. The
information was then conveyed to me was that a man had walked off trail into the geyser basin and had some how fallen
into a hydrothermal feature. | decided to walk down to Porkchop Geyser on the boardwalk to see if | could get a better
view and maybe see the individual that was reported to have gone off trail. Shortly after a women and man both in
uniform (ranger) showed up at my location on the boardwalk The women ask me if | had been off -trail in the geyser
basin and | informed her that | had. ( | had been out in that area off-trail several times with permitted research groups
over the years and knew safer routes to take to access the area lo search for the missing individual). The women ranger
( who | later found out was the incident commander) then informed me that | would go out with the male ranger on scene
to look for the missing individual. The women ranger also told me to leave my backpack behind. | had to leave my
backpack on the boardwalk which had my water bottle. rain gear. and another first aid kit in it. | stated several times to
the women ranger that when the helicopter got on scene to have it help us by searching the area from the air for the
missing individual. The other male ranger later identified as "George" with his rescue equipment and myself with my
AED and Trauma kit then headed off trail into that geyser basin location to search for the missing individual. No other
incident information was told or conveyed to me at that time other than the general area where the individual had gone
off trail into the geyser basin. | instructed George on the safest way for us to proceed. | also told him to grab a large
stick and pound the ground in front of us as we walked to feel for shallow or hollow ground. He did that very carefully. We
stayed on the base on the side of the hills for safety, searched safely one hot spring on the way in and found nothing
there. We then worked our way between a couple of small hills. We were both calling out loudly hoping the lost or injured
individual would hear us and respond. Between two hills | noticed a small amount of rising steam. | walked toward it and
found a small hot spring maybe 5 ft wide by 9 or 10 ft long. In the hot spring | saw one sandal and and something else
floating that later was identified to be a wallet. There was a second sandal on the bank close to the water. | called to
George who was close behind me. We did not see a person or body or human remains in the hot spring or around it. We
decided to search the surrounding area in close proximity safely to see if we could find any sign of the missing
individual. At that time | am looking for a live person. When on a search like this you NEVER assume that the person is
deceased or in the hot spring. | wanted do everything | could to find him hopefully alive. | have extensive Search and
Rescue experience and training working as a backcountry ranger in Alaska and other national parks. | am also a certified
Whitewater Rescue Technician. | wanted to safely and carefully check the hot spring. If we found a body or human
remains in the hot spring we would know not to continue searching for the missing individual and possibly subjecting
other search personnel to the very hazardous conditions associated with an area like that. If we did not find any human
remains then we could continue the search accordingly. | looked at the hot spring from a safe distance to determine a
safe place (if any) to do it. There was a vegetated solid stable area above the hot spring. The area was at the end of the
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8/14/2016 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Write-up of incident
. hot spring but not to close and the ground was completely dry. George hooked me up with rope and hamess and a PFD.

| found a dead sturdy tree that | estimate to be at least 12 feet long because. | was not going to get too close to the hot
spring. George maintained and provided extreme tension on the rope/hamess. | dredged with the long tree and felt
something heavy but was not able to bring anything up to the surface. | tried one last time. Again | felt something heavy
and it felt like it moved but nothing came to the surface. | moved back, George unhooked me from the rope and hamess
system At no time did | feel in danger due to all the precautions we had taken.( | had been on previous trips with
research geologists at some of the hot spring back in that area and saw them walk right up the edge of some of those
hot springs- something | would never do.) | think George and | were discussing how to expand the search area. when
George got a call on his radio from the incident command person telling him/.us to leave the scene and hike out. We
were shocked. All my previous training and experience.on searches were that you do not leave the scene of an incident
during an investigation. We had found the scene of the incident. We had already made it safely to a hazardous search
area. We both new the terrain. George said to me, Rick why don't you call on the radio and make sure they really want
us to come out. | radioed incident command to make sure- and it was confirmed we were to leave the scene and hike
out. Other notes relevant to the situation; While George and myself were out there three other rangers were sent out. |
do not know what route they used to get out to our location and how the person that instructed them to do so knew the
way was safe. The other three rangers retumed with us. When we got back to the boardwalk location at Porkchop
Geyser where George and myself had departed from, nobody was stationed at the boardwalk. My backpack- that | was
told to take off and leave was still sitting there on the boardwalk along with an NPS rain jacket totally unattended.

When | got back to the Normris Geyser Basin Museum | was ask to go out with a second party of four people. That group
would be heading out later that same day. It was decided that the party would follow a different route - the old park road
route and flag it for others to follow later..Just before we left for the second trip out the names of the people selected to
go (other than myself) were announced. George who had been out there with me, knew the area was not on the list to go
back out. | ask who the incident commander was to try and see if George could to assigned to the second team/group.
The incident commander called George over and | ask her if George could go with us since we had worked together on
the first search and because he knew the area and could help find the physical location again. The incident commander
never ask us any questions about what we did in the field the first time and then proceeded in a accusatory tone to say
why we were poking around in the thermal feature with a stick! | then said to her how many other people have to go
back out there until somebody else goes in. She then said to me "You Go. He Stays"- meaning George stays behind.
Our group going out got a late start because of hail and lightning storm activity. When we eventually got to scene of the
incident | was the first to notice that a human body was floating on the surface of the hot spring. We got pinned down in
a hail and lightning storm while on scene but made it back to the Norris Geyser Basin Museum not long before dark that
same day.

[Quoted text hidden]
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Around 2:30 in the afternoon | made my way up to the breezeway from the Porcelain
Basin and was talking to Sue about the storm moving in when a man approached us informing
us that there was a young lady running from the back basin saying that her brother had fallen
into a hot spring. Before | could go look for her he pointed her out in the crowd. She was
running up the path from the direction of Steamboat Geyser. | called to her and she came up
to me telling me that her brother had fallen into a hot spring in the back basin. | got on the
radio calling 700 with emergency traffic and walked the young lady over to the desk with Sue
s0 she could point out the location of the incident. While at the desk she informed us that
they had left the boardwalk around Pork Chop Geyser. | then asked Sue to go into the office,
get Rick, and bring the first aid and the AED down to Pork Chop. | asked Maggie to stay at the
desk and direct medical personnel to the back basin when they get here. Then | proceeded
down to the back basin with the young lady while informing 700 of our location, the age of
the subject, and what he was wearing.
On our way down to the back basin Sable told me that her brother was reaching down to
check the temperature of a hot spring when he slipped and fell into the pool)

She informed
me that the only thing in the pool that she could see was his wallet. It was at this time that |
noticed an abrasion on Sable’s leg from a fall. She did not seem to have any burns on her that
| noticed. As we arrived at Vixen Geyser Sable stopped and pointed west across the basin and
told me that the pool was located in the trees. | informed her that we had to stay on the
boardwalk until other rangers came.

Alexie joined us at this time as she was roving the back basin. She asked me what was
happening as she could not make out the radio traffic. I filled her in on the details and asked
her to go close the boardwalk to the back basin.

Sable took a seat on the boardwalk at Vixen and | joined her asking hermrser

brother’s name. | asked her where she was visiting from and she told m and that
her brother was visiting from Oregon. It was at this time that Rick and Sue came down with
the first aid and AED. Rick asked the location and we pointed it out to him and informed him
that they left the boardwalk at Pork Chop Geyser. Rick headed down to Pork Chop and we
stayed at Vixen until Jessica showed up and then we all followed her down to Pork Chop.

At this time more emergency personnel showed up and were yelling to the other visitors on
the boardwalk to “go back!” Sue and | decided to walk separate directions down the
boardwalk to inform the visitors that the boardwalk was closed and that they needed to go
back the way they came. | took a post at the junction north of Vixen Geyser and stood there
until | realized that there was no visitor traffic coming inte the back basin.

After a ranger walked Sable out of the area | walked over to the rangers waiting near Pork
Chop Geyser and asked if they needed my help in any other way. They informed me that they
didn’t and | told them that | needed to check on the rangers | had left up at the desk.

| made my way back up to the visitor center and met Alexie at the Porcelain Basin
intersection. She informed me that the whole area had been cleared out by law enforcement.
| suggested that we close the trail from the campground as we were still getting some people
coming in that way.

When | came to the visitor center | met up with Meggie at the trail to Steamboat Geyser and
Sue coming up the trail from Steamboat Geyser. Maggie filled me in on what was going on at
that time and | suggested that we call Brian to let him know what happened and for
directions on what to do next.

After | made the call Brian arrived in the basin and from there we waited for direction from
emergency personnel.

After checking in with incident command we were instructed to go home for the rest of the
night.
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EVIDENCE REPORT

Yellowstone National Park

Case #: NP16070606

Reporting Officer: C. Russell

Subject Name(s): Scott, Golin N.

Incident: Fatality

Location: Norris Geyser Basin

1ITEM PER SHEET

Item # Quantity | Specific Location Collected Description of Evidence
1 1 Cany{m Evidence Locker E Items #1 , #2, #3, #4 (remaining items found on
scene)

Chain of Custody

ORIGINAL SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR EACH ENTRY

Date | Time Custody Assumed by Reason/Storage Location
6/3/16 unknown | J Pike Collected from site

6/8/16 1312 C. Russell Taken from Pike for processing
6/8/16 unknown | Evidence Custodian Evidence locker E

6/13/16 | 1547 Colette Daigle-Berg (jﬁ;(ﬁ, Return to Family

1 have witnessed the destruction of the items described above as described below:

Method: NCTiratd TO Fwrty WAL _Oey Comm CDZ
Date: 6-(3-/  Time: /%1 Witnessed b}-‘:wﬁfﬂlﬂ Witnessed by:

Witnessed by:

Witnessed by:
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Property disposal rece_pt
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. e i : T . CDE . ;

1 Totai property d!spo_ ed
Date: 10/M12/2018: =+ aon e e
Authorizing officer's signature:” i .
Authorizing officer's name/badge: 1;;1’641 KORHUT i
Withess- &gnature/ﬁ/w & v s 3 s
Witness name/badge: #1019 TAIT, A. ; S e e o S R R


http:Disposed.on

e dGident #; .

Description Tag# — ~Disposedon ~ Disposition Reference’ * Remarks '
Personal: Boots/shogs ' P160-01851 710/12/2018 2185 """ 'Relurned to NOK ) Rett fred to NOK b;.r Park Coronor,
1 Total property disposed

Date: 10/12/2016

“Authorizing officer's signature: =~ ' -€
Authorizing officer's namefbadge #}@%&Fﬂ-ﬁ\ #fotf / L-(or!k UT

Witness signature: - %W m—"ﬁé,f(?/? R R,

Witness name/badge: #1019 TAIT A




ILAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE (FOUO)

___ Property Chéck-“i_n__Rec_ei_pt

_m..w_:z_:u;s:maepéﬂment of the Interior/National-Rark Service - =

. Incident #:
~ Property checked in
Dascriotion Tag # Location ~ Check-intime:  Reference Remarks
CD-ROM/DVD/foppy disk  'P160-01832 ' [NPS YELL'CANYON10/12/201822:25 :
DVD-R RANGER STATION] from M
R EVIDENCE - R R S T e 153 Ross
S S LOCKER DRAWER K e T YN
LEO
: Office
 Date: 10/12/2016 _
Returning officer's signature: ;
Returning officer's name/badge: #3041 KORHUT, J.
Witness signature: (- d @d‘;{ ’#’s’ Ol 7
Wilness name/badge: #1019 TAIT, A,
When completed and signed, return to Exhibits Section.
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