
10·23 
(May 19'i0) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

~.il.m __ NATIONAL PARK 

IMPORTANT 

FILE NO. 740-02.2. 6 

This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
National Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without expreBB authority of the official in charge. 

5. L. Palmer Collection 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 

to observe these rules, which a.re necessary to protect the 
integrity of the official recor~. 

ARNO B. CAMMERER, 
o-1uo Director. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF T HE INTER IOR 

NATIONA L PARK SERVICE 
M ESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO 

RABDUJI tor the Cuato«ian, 
'ont•Ga Caa\l• Rational 

lust a bri•t, and long delayed, •ner to your cemorandua or lune 10, 
con.cernillg an1tacts tbat •J' ha•• been toad. w1 th the 11DJD111 in the l"al­
aer collection. 

'nle only record that ceM with the oolleoticm na a 1•1"1• flhfft list­
ing &11 ot the eniolee. A photographic aop7 of tlli record aheet •a• sent 
to 7ou and .,ou •ill note (it )'OU oan 1'9d the tine prin" on this PQC>r aopy) 
that t here is no •ntion or the po11at of origin or o'f the aaaoe1et1on ot 
•D7 or th• arUtacte. h• photoeraph ot the graY• tndloates where th• 
11111a7 wea tcun.4 but UJlleas this picture abowa ar'1 tacta then 1e no way or 
knowing what was tOU!ld with the ll1lllll!T· 

Dr. f a1-r 1a dead and at.nee his eon waa not on the expedtUon there 
1• no poasibility ot leamillg an)"thing troa that ell reotiou. 

Dem ateon, 
Part naturalist. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

REGION THREE 

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 

y 10 cs 'to tho preaent natua of 
the proposed transfer of a collection .sp~cimcn from the ),!ea& 
Verde !uaema to your e.rea. you are refen-ed to a J11SB>ren01m tram thi• 
office to the Superli:tendont • . Ieaa Verde tlonal Park. ot January 22. 
ot iab )'OU qre turmahed a oopy. Tthi.ah ate.teas •fbe material tram 
caaa Grande. ntezuma Caotle. and from the 7enta di1trlot can be 
brought here. •coompa.nied by copi'8a of reoords coTcrlng th tho next 
time eomeone dri Tea do1m. end turned over to L-Sasra. King and ..,teen 
tor one of the• to take to these reu on tho next field 'b'ip to 
Arizona." 

So f'ar .. 1t baa not been conYelll:eut slnoe then to~ &JJ;JOJt• driving 
to S&lltQ. • from eaa Verde to brl the apeci!lllmi. OD a. trip to eea 
Verde later this ncnth. Dr · lN•bum aJid I will oonfer with Park Ratur­
aliat . ateOD as to tho most expedi tioua means ot getting thia aollec• 
tion. which ii taking vp !ll8eded storage spaoe • out ot the wa;r thw• 
and distrl butad to :the proper areas. • will bring baok to Senta Fe 
at th&'t ti such material ae can be carried in a pa111enger car. 

oc' Superinteniicit. 
.,,,,,­

... VerdAI. 

Accoi:~ts 

Pet1c::r<I I 
Stortlt!~r'-1 

Gen: F~r;,11an I 

MechMic 

Electr.cian 

C:Ommbsic-ner 

Clttk, steno. 

Fllu 

ERIK 1<. •) 
Erik • Reea. 

Regional ArchtlOlogiat • 
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J~nu !!ry 10, 1947. 

Attention: Regional Archeologist • 
.MEMOl:U\IllDU.M fo 'l' the hegional Director: 

In 1938 Mr. s. L. Palmer, Jr. , of San Fr~ncisco , loaned to 
Verde Museum a collection of about 100 artifacts and .20 photographs which 
his father had collected in various National~rk areas of t he Southwest 
in 1894- 5-6. At that time it was stipulated that the c~~lection should b6 
kept intact at Mesa Verde. 

l.1hen the collect i on was received it was found that only a small por­
tion was from the Mesa Verde, the major portion being from Chaco Canyon 
and Montezuma Castle with a couple of items from Casa Grand"' .. ::.ri eleven 
items under the general heading of NoM.hern Arizona. 

BecausA of the fact that t he collection had little display value in 
the Mesa Verde Museum, a request was recently madP of Mr. Palmer for per­
!!!l~sioo to break up the coll~ction 3rld send the various pieces to their 
point of origin so ~reater use could b~ m..~de of t hem . 

! n ~ let+..,.,. ~f n"'cember 10, Mr. Palmer, who now lives in Hammond , 
I ndiana gave his consent to t his and the National Park Service is now free 
t c break up the collection and rP.turn the artifacts to the areas fro.m which 
t hey were taken . A copy of Mr. P~lmer's letter is enclosed and it will be 
noted tha.t he makes two requests. He would like the origin3l records of 
t he collection kept intact, so that as far as the Department of the Interior 
i s concerned it will be known as the S. L. PaJ.!r.q~ Collect i~~. !~~d wherever 
the articles are displayed he would like credit t o be given to the S. L. 
Palmer Collection. 

The coliect ion consists of the following articles: 

From Mesa Verde: l skull, 2 stone tools, l sandal, 1 photograph. 

Fram Ch~co Ca..~Jcn: 50 pieces of pottery, 11 stone tools, 40 inches of 
beads, 2 bone tools, 1 clay pipe, 16 ~h~tographs . 

From Montezuma CP.R+lo: l munmy, l skeleton, l skull, l bow, several 
arrow fragments, some cotton cl~~h ~~d miscellane­
ous mater ial, 2 photographs. 



From Casa Grande: 2 strings of beads, 15 and 21 inches i~ 
l~~gth r espect i vely, l photograph. 

From Northern Arizona : 11 pieces of pottery from the Kayenta 
region. 

Since storage space is at a premium b. t he Mesa Verde .Mu111ewn and 
sincP. t his collection has little dis play value we would be very happy 
to send the artifacts to t he Monuments f rom which they came. If you 
aeree that t his is desirable we ahould like to have your suggest1ons ~s 
t o the best method of sending the articles to the v2rious areas . 

The original records of the collection can remain here in the 
Mesa Verde files and duplicate copies wil l be sent to the Honwnents . 

Enclosure - #18489940 

~. \J.J/. ~ ? . 

2 

/s/ Don Wat~on 
Don Watson , 

Parle Naturalist. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

7 io-

M ESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO Nov ber 8, 1946. 

Mr. s. L. Palmer, 
171 JC nwood ••1, 

San Francisco, Calltornia. 

Dear t.lr. Palaer: 

.e have rece.ntl,r be studying our mu.aeuca collections and the thought 
bas come ~ ua Yer1 etrongl.T that we are not eaking t.ho best poaaible use 
ot the tine collection ot au".titacte that 1ou loaned ua back in 1938. 

The problm that. contronts ua in regard to theae articles is tha~ moat 
of tha did not ccae from the es" Verdo and as a result the1 do not tit 
into our stor7. In the care!uU.r tabulated list that. you sent with tne 
collection there were 92 ltems and these came fran the following places: 

Me.a.a Verd.e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 4 1 t-. •. 
Chaco Can.Jon •••••••••••••••••• • ••• • • • •••. . •••••••••• 63 items. 
·ontesuma Castle •••.• •••. ••• .• ••.• ••• • • • •.••. •••••.• 12 items . 
J,iortbern Arizona • . • . . • . • . . . • . . . . • . • • • . • • . . • • . • . . • • . • 11 it a. 
Case Grande ••••••• • ••••• .• •.•. ••• ••••• •••.• ••. ••. •. • 2 !tans. 

It .is apparent from this liat that 11.ost of the items do not tit into 
the Mesa Verde story and we can d1apla7 onlJ a tew speclmane in aakin& 
comparisons betnreen the ancient cultures in the various areas • 

. e would appreciate an a:pruaion of your feeling on the matter ol 
ottr loani.oc 60%lle of the articles to t.he auseuma in the areae where the7 
originated. Montezuma Caalle National onument has a mnall m.uaewl but onl.y 
a llm1 ted number or artifacts traa the ruins and th97 could make excellent. 
dlepla7 QSe ~ acxae of the artifacts !rom 1011r collection. The aame is 
true at Chaco Ca0,1on National Vonum.ent.. The,y have a -.all Jlltlaewll now and 
a larger one la planned but they have almost no artifacts from their ruins: 
t.he,r could make wondertlll use ot aaste o! the tine Chaco 1 t•s 1n 1our 
collection. 

Our desire is to et'f'ect a greater utilization of these artitacta. 
'lbeir highest value will be realized when they are diapla.red so that the 
greatat poaeible number or people can see and enjo7 them. 

Even it we should loan some o! these items to the areae where the,r ori­
ginated the collect.ion ill still be a ttnit as tar as the records are con­
cerned. e will keep your records aod our original catalog cards here and 
duplicate cattlog cards will be sent with the ltau. 
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.herever the artlracts are displayed they will be credited to the 
s. L. PaL:ier Collection. 

·• re1ret having so m.an.r ot these tine articles in storage instead ot 
on diepl•.Y and l oaning them to the areas where they can appropr1atel,y be 
diepla1ed ia one way in hich we can realize their highest value. 

•• eball ainc re.l.J' appreciate an expression or 1our f eellngs on this 
matter. 

Yours vcr1 trui,, 

Don at.son, 
rarK Naturalist . 



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
REGION THREE 

S:ANTA FE, NE~"/ MEXICO 

MEMORANDUM for the Acting Superintendent, 
Mesa Verde National Park. 

April 16 , 1943. 

The following is extr acted from the report of the Museum Acquisitions 
Committee, approved by the Director, of which a copy was sent us by Mr. 
Burns on April 5. 

11Mesa Verde National Park 

Mesa Verde National Park recomrre nds the transfer to 
other parks of : 

2 pieces of pottery 
13 pieces of Delft Chinaware 
1 serapbook (newspaper items latter 19th century) 

315 sea shells 
179 pieces old paper money and stamps 

5 boxes of assorted sea shells 

"All of these items are inappropriate to the park. Some are 
probably worthless . There are no restrictions as to disposal but 
it would be advisable to consult original donors. Recollll't0nd clear­
ance be obtained from donors where necessary and material sent to 
the Museum Division, Chicago, for identification and distribution. 
If clearance cannot be s ecured the items should be retunied to 
owners . The Montezuma Castl e lllUlllll\V, and pos sibly other material. 
not listed here, could be distributed after the restrictions of the 
l oans are clear ed up. 

11Montezuma Castle National Monument 

"It is reconmemed that the six iootates of vesicular basalt , 
which are surplus duplicates, be transferred to another area when 
further study indicates a more effective use elsewhere. Return 
the mUDUJW from Mesa Verde when its status is cleared up. " 

/s/ Charles A. Richey 
Acting Regional Director . 
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Februar,- 10, 1947• 

UEL!ORANDUU tor the Regional Director, Region Three. 

--



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NAT IONAL PARK SERVICE 

ADDRESS ONLY 'lttD!l llltilU'll 
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

---
1 _ Arc~P"'~ ,,,.~ lfEMOR.AllDUJ( for the Superintendent, 

Ch'-' Ra·-·~ Kes&. Verde National Park. 

Chicago, Illinoie, 
September 15, 1942• 

,- ~~~:~ . 

I
- --- We have noted nth great interest your oorreapondenoe, u well 

Alech>r•c 
- 14. l···1. fo,;,;;;;- ·&~hat ot the Superintendent of the Southwestern National Monuments, 

- ~ - -GD- the transfer of the ~ excavated at Montezuma Castle baok to 
lh :,•c1.M 

- - - - ·t monw:aent. r· c.,.. ru :e 

r
-

1 
r.:··;::~::·~;;~ ~I Since Meea Verd• is already liberally supplied with mummies 

- ,
1311 
-- an tne specimen rightly belongs at its point of origin, we believe 

I 
' " I ther et.forte should be m&de to persuade the lender, Mr. Pal mer, 

- --- to- agree to suoh a transter. It he 1 s approached in a tactful way, 
Tt seems reaaOJ:tAble to assume tha.t he will offer no objections. 
Obviously his good will should be cultivated, and it the return or 
the ~ would create any possible antagonism, it would be better to 
allow it to remain at Mesa Verde but judging trom the correspondence 
available, this does not 1eem to be l ikely. 

oot Superintendent, 
Southwestern lation.al Monuaenta. 

~- ~w.sw.-~ . 

~. 

CE I 
~~Pl 71942 

SA ERD I 

71~ 



A~RESSONLY 

THE DIRECTOJt.'NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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Dear Carl: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

J uly 22, 1942. 

I am enclosing i'or your informati on a copy 01' a memorandum 
from Jesse Nusbaum to Southwestern National Monuments regar ding the 
return or the child mummy excavated at Montezuma Castle to that point 
of origin. 

I recommended that the mummy be returned after the Museum Survey 
reveal ed its deposit at Mesa Verde. The survey card sent in by Don 
~atson or whoever me.de it out f ails to note it as a loan with conditions . 

( 

Please ask Jesse to send us a copy 01· the agr eement made by Franke 
with Palmer, Jr. If the agreement specifical l y st~tes that the mummy 
must remain at Mesa Verde, all r ight . I f not , it should be returned. 

Thanks, 

/s/ NED 

• 



•U[lJOt le , 1942. 

'-.wi•liolnftll••ua for tlw rint.endent, 
Dt m lfot!.cr.al onumr:mt • 

~ ti< t.ur"1.1 t. t110n politeq said 11no" tm tbe requeat wu 
sent t.o hie ; I l ncthil1 Ca1d "no, not pt• in 1 oronha tc )"OU 

ot July 18, MC 1n subsc nt r ply to Gd nc 1 or'1?l um ot JUl;r 28, 
u ell e dur1na nv tclk• ith r. Dearq and 7ou in the cour•• ot 
our r ountJ travel toe-t • 

er t. no, not yet" stand& th r ap&ct tQ 10W! requeet or Jluguat 3 
tar lllJ-' ooncurranc in your h to pNaent thi ttor tor Ur. P~r• • 
cons1d ration at thie ti • 

QC 4:1notor 
ur. JOa£'9r 
~•twm Caatle N. ~. 

jln/bes 

Jesoo L. HU3 um, 
Actirla Superintend t.. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SOUTHWESTERN NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

COOLIDGE, ARIZONA 

ORANDUM. for the Acting Superintendent, 
Mesa Verde National Park. 

August 3, 1942. 

Reference is made to your memorandum of July 18 in regard to the 
fer of a mummy to Uontezuma Castle National Monument. 

Will it be possible, since a museum case for the deceased has 
been purchased, to secure an agreement by Mr. Palmer whereby the child 
could be exhibited at Montezuma Castle? Custodian Jackson is anxious 
to secure as many objects as possible of those removed from the Castle 
prior to the establishment of the National Monument. Many of these 
have been lost forever, but Mr. Jackson is trying to recover the few 
remaining artifacts whose provenience is definitely known. 

As discussed with you briefly during my recent trip to Santa Fe, 
with your concurrence we would like to present this matter for 
Ur. Palmer's consideration. 

cc: 

~~~ 
~perintendent. J 

The Director. 
Asst. Musetml Chief Yeager. 
Custodian, Montezuma Castle N. M. 

RECfJV 

~.UG 61942 

MESA VERDE fVA 1'l PARK 
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Au e\ 6, 1942. 

Mt•r«io• l• made to JOUP •aorandu.a 1ot hi, 28 N .Usw cop7 
ot tm for9l reotlpt, ooT•r1.ne the loan to Ue•a Ve~ latlon&l Park 

•8'&• ot tbe "child mmv" and other arobeol0£ical •t•r1&11 coapria­
tna the s. L • .,_1-r coll•ot.lon. 

I aarmot undernand .ti7 t.t. m1aia ~•fl'/ •de two 79ar• aao did 
no\ reyq.l the ulneno• o! t.bla 1"p1rai.t" •• lt wa• •x•out.ed bT lb-. 
Palmer and r•t.\al"n9d 1n duplicate to ut with ha l•tt•l' to • Franke 
dat.6d Jm\1AJ7 24, 1937 (rt•«t.••d ... J uai7 'Z1, 1937) and tnocrporat.M 
1n the pertinent loan a~1•1t1oc tile. 

ID &ddi t.ion to a true OOPJ ot tht exaouted la&n qree nt. dated 
Deullbor 17, 19'7 YbiOh the parlc mue-.a• bolds, I lave 1olect.-4 ,troa tJie 
pertinent. loan aoceeslan ru .. t01' 70ur Worat.1on •• to baokiJ'ound t.be 
tollowingt 

l . • • t . Pal r•a lat.ter ot Aqu.e\ 16, 1937 to 
ActiJW SUpwiDtWldent. Pranlce, •tating pnaral oo.ndi tiona oon­
troll1f11 Y:e. rpoced ~ ~ -!! Verd• J!at1ora1 !!..J:t. 

2. • s. L. P-1.aior'e lettor ot Oeoember 6, 19'7 to 
Aldon B. t.ev.na, at&t1n1 no wore! rwo•iwd !rom • t'ranke, 
and m, ~ m!c. ~ !2. !!!!. St dJ.•miuon 2t. ooll!ction 
90nt,rar1 !Q. wiaho• .9'.. llt· Fr!nke bec&Uf• ~hit \ r . Franke'•) 
d•dt! ~ ll. '2£. ~ !!.!! V•rde Muaay.m. 

3. Hiatant. Supea-1.nt.tndent. Frmke'• r ply ot Deca­
'ber 17, 1937 et.&Ufl6 n•Wl.7 pro•orl~d orv1oe pollo;r on 
acceptance of lolll or e1tt. utertala, and Nattmin& 1:h! 
d••in g,[ l!:!!!. I!!! Vor@ ~ Muteya 1£ accept. 1t!. coll•gU.og 
'2l. •Xblb1\ IDS!. U!. el. -9!. v•rft. 

4. Karch 22, 19)8 - S. L. Palr.:llr1 lr., to Aa utant 
uperintmd4mt Frank• at.atini ooU.otion del.iYered to S rVS.c• 
.. ua Div1a1.oo at. Be7k•le1 !! !. l2!D. !g !I!!! Y•r4• Hat.ionel 

?!zi.t and incl\ldisw pert1nent. b18tol')' at 1ta keup and 
alHllblJ. 



5. If.arch 26, 1938 - illlaa J. Llpplncott. to 8 . L. 
P&l.Mr, eubQd.t.U~ reCCS.pt. COY rin& collect.ion lO!D!d l:2. 
!!!! Verde !ati°'!ll Perk. 

6. y 12• 1:93 - Park aturaliat a.taon' a letter to 
• s. I.. Palaer, acknowl~ r•oaipt. or colhction leaned 
~ ...!!!. rerde WatJ.onal ParJ; and cowuti'W on •thod propceed 
for the banc!l.irw &nd exh1b1 tion, etc. 

The a bO'n docu.111mt1, ich far t, t wt a"9 basic to th• 
tormal. lom ..,-. nt lat.G'J" execut ~ 7 UU1ra. Palmer and Fran •, 
appear t.o 11:a1t and conditicn use and Uh1b1t of the collection eol•l7 
to Kea& V0rde at10D&l Pule. I hoped that rq •mora.ndwa ot July l8 to 
the let.in& Superintendent, Sout.b•atern aUom.1 t1, bad cleared 
tbia point until ~cb tirll •• the collect.1.on ma7 ~ mere pmrane?ltl.J" 
eatabllabed with ea Verde &tional Park 'T iper=enant. loan <I' outright. 
gitt. 

In pa••lD&, I •U.ll co~ t. t t lcitu p ot t.be third and 
loaseat para,raph of t.hl tormal loan ,a~nt ahould be recomid•red 
w teapved e1tb11r by adding t.o t. • ncom p&J"&Jraph: •are J'OUI" 
loan ill&'Wrlal wlll be 11-~111 the aue cal"• aad att.nt10I\ Utat. 1a pY«i 
t.o our own arch•Olof1c&l (or eatenr qualltfinl QI' deac.1'1~1.n adjec­
UY• 1a prop11r) •tArlala,• er by inowparaU.aa Janiu..- 1D \.he objeo­
Uonal third pu'•l"'J)b •tat1.J¥ the .... tact. Ir •o l'9Yaed 1t. Will 
prove ru.aaur1nr both t.o pot.ect.1&1. lendva and donor• ae to the future 
can •nd aecurLt,- of their lean er gift at•rlah, 'proT.i&.d, or e-ourse, 
\lw aoca1ptq aaeno1 la J,TOIJ9rl1 "lualili.cl, boued, and OJ"prlll.cl t.o 
Oan'J out tba contract 1D an a-pprowd •nn•r. 

Enclosure•. 

JLN/bes 

2 

Jeaa• L. t;aabmua, 
Act.in& Su~d812t, 

and AJ'Obealociat. 
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Mr. Paul R. Franke, 
Acting Supe rint.endent, 
Mesa Verde National Park. 
JL:..... .-s, Colorado • 

Dear Sir;-

San Francisco, A\l8'lst 16, 1937. 

Last April you wrote to me, .. ega.rding the loan of a collection of Cliff 
Dweller and Mesa Dwel ler relics that i'.as excavated by lllY' Father, S. L. Palrrer, 
about forty years ago. 

Since receiving your letter I have discissed the matter of t his l oan with 
lllY' three sisters who jointly own this collection with me. We have decided that 
it would be a pleasure to us to lave this collection exhibited at the Mesa Verde 
National Park Museum, there are however a few points t hat we would like to have 
understood before having t he materials packed and prep:Lred f or shipment . 

1. We would like to have t he collection exhibited in the museum in the 
ra.me of S. L. Palner, wh o excavated and collected all the specinens of the 
collection. 

2. The collection 18 to be turned over to t he Mesa Verde Park Jluseum as 
an indefinite loan, with the probability that its return "111 never be requested. 
We do however, wish to r eserve t he right to recall t he l oan on one years notice, 
by Mr. Gaylord Palmer, my son, of San Francisco, California. 

3. We ll)Uld like to have it understood. that the n:ajor portion of the 
collection at least, be placed on exhibition lfhere it ~an be seen and not stored 
away for future use. 

4. There will of course be so~ e:xpense in prope rly i:acking and s hipping 
the collection a nd we Will e:xpect this to be handled entirely by the Park Service. 

The collection consists of one very well preserved mumny of a child, which 
was taken from Montezuma's Castle, numerous skulls bone s etc. together with 
cloth and various mterials found in clif f dwelj_ings. Some thirty or fortq 
pieces of pottery a.11 in very good s hape 1 most of which was excavated in Chaco 
Canon. also sone miscellaneous stone t ools . 

As Mrs . Wetherill has explained to you, this collection was excavated by 
my Father about the years 1894-95 vmen he and his f amily made a tour of the 
Southwest with Richard Wetherill. We have a f airly good r ecord of the place 
of excavation of most of the colledtion t ogether with a nunber of photographs 
which may be of interest and we will gladly f urnish as complete information 
as possible • 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ s. L. Palm?r. 



c 0 p y 

Mr. Alden B. Stevens . 
Asst. Acting Chief , 

National Park Service, 
333 Hilgard Hall , Univ. of Calif. 
Berkeley, California. 

Dear Yr. Stevens ;-

San Francisco, December 6, 1937. 

Last May you wrote nB , r elative to the loan of a c ollection for the 
Mesa Verde National Park , as per letter from Mr. Paul R. Franke and I wrote 
you that I was rm.king arrangermnts with my sisters who are joint owners with 
me. 

On August 16, 1937, I wrote Mr . Franke as per the attached copy of 
letter, but never received a reply. Again on October 25, 1937 I wrote him 
arxi have had no reply to my second letter. 

I am at a l oss to know why Mr. Franke does not reply. I do not want 
to be unfair in making any disposition of the collection contrary to the 
wishes of Mr. Franke, f or he originally wrote rm that the Park Department 
was desi r ous of having t he collection in the Mesa Verde Park Museum. 

Possibly you can advise me if t he National Park Service has any interest 
in securing the loan of this collection at t his tirm. 

Encl. 

Yours very truly. 

/s/ s. L. Palmer. 
171 KlmWOOD WAY 
San Francisco. 
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Kr. s. L. Pal.mar 
171 Kenwood Wq 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT CF THE INTERI CR 

NATI ONAL B\RK SERVICE 
Kesa Verde National Park, Colorado 

San Franci sco, California 

Dear Kr. Palmer: 

December 17, 1937. 

Your letter of December 6 to Kr. Alden B. Stevens, Asst. Acting Chief, 
Museum Division, National Park Service, has been forwatided to this off ice 
for reply. 

Answer to previous correspondence, including your letter of October 25, 
was delayed pending the release by our V/ashington office of The National 
Park Service of new regulations regarding loans a nd gifts of exhibits or 
other museum material. For your infonmtion I enclose a copy explaining 
this newly established policy. 

Under section "B" acceptance by the Superintendent of this park is 
pos sible , but as stated such material can only be accepted, if it is offered 
without restrictions as to its use, display, or disposal by the National Park 
Service. 

With reference to your letter of August 16 you stipulated certain restric­
tions, which if insisted upon will mke it necessary tor us t o first refer the 
loan to the Director of t he National Park Service. Experience has taught us 
that restrictions are often embarrassing to both Donor and museum s taff. 
Materials placed on exhibit are usually accom})3.nied by the name of t he donor 
or lender. The amount of the materia l to be displayed, is of course, dependent 
upon available exhibit space, or upon its value in the story of the ancients, 
that the museum is attempti ng to present for public inspection. The scheme of 
museum exhibi ts often changes from year to year, a nd t he acceptance of restricted 
mterial, often make s it mandatory to retain this material as a unit dis play, 
in which form it loses its value as part of t he entire s tory. We do not 
believe that the material which you have, would be accepted by t he Director 
with t he restrictions imposed upon it as outlined in your letter. 

A loan, of course, is subject to return or recall, and the one years 
notice is usual J1D.1B eum. procerure. 

We are very much interested in your collection, and desire to use it in 
our exhibit scheme . Further, never having seen the material and unacquainted 
with its condition, we, of course, cannot state how much of t he collection will 
be on exhibit at any one tillf3. 



The Mesa Verde Museum iB the recipient of rm.ny gifts and loans, and 
we r.ave never had. any differences with donors or lenders with reference to 
the exhibi t ion or s tudy use of collections. Materials not in exhibit caees 
are stored in fi:fleproof netal cabirets, and periodic fumigations are conducted 
to insure pr-eservation. Every care is exercised to protect a loan collection 
as though it was our am property. 

We hoi:;e that you can realize the regulations under which we operate, and 
that these regulations are of mutual benefit. Trusting tha t we rray have the 
pleastn'e of' your favorable decision, we enclose herew.tth, t hree letters of 
standard form for the acceptanc e for loans of museum SJ:BCirrens and exhibits. 
It is requested that t hree copies of this letter be signed by you as lender, 
two of which should be returned to ire for the Governnent records. Upon the 
receipt of these two letters we will ins truct our Museum Division at Berkeley 
to carefully crate t he material , and forward it at our expense. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Paul R. Franke 
Assistant Superintendent 

cc Director 
Mus. Div. Berkeley 

c 0 p y 2 
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Mr. Paul R. Franke • 
Superintendent, 
Kesa Verde National Park. 

Dear Sir: -

San Francis co, March 22, 1938. 

In line with our corresp ondenc e, we have delivered to the Berkeley Fie ld Division 
of t he National Park Service, t he collection of archeological specimens, as a loan to 
t he Museum of the Mesa Verde National Park. 

This collection consists of about 93 specimens, iml ud:i.ng a lil.1llllDy, nllD!rous 
pieces or pottery and stone impliments . 

A general story o! the his tory of this collection 'l!S.y be of interest to you in 
connection with its us e . 

During t he f al l of 1894 and the year or 1895, my father, s. L. Palmr of Burdett 
Kansas , who was somewhat of a student of archeology and partic:u larly interested in t he 
ruins of the southwestern J:Qrt of t he United States, ma.de a tour of Southern Colorado, 
New Mexico, Arizona and Southern Utah. 

Thia tour was made by team and wagon and he was accomi:miied by his family. At 
Mancos Colorado he made the acquaintance of Richard Wetherill who, with his brothers 
had but recently discovered a nd explored the ruins of the Mesa Verde district. 

With Richard Wetherill as guide and companion my fathe r and party visited a 
portion of too Mesa Verde Ruins , then travele d south and spent several weeks exploring 
and excavating in the r uins of the Chaco Canon District in New Mexico. Our camp and 
headquarters were established at t he s ide of the Pueblo Bonita Ruins . During his 
visit here a nwrber of specimms of pottery and sto~ impliments were found . 

From Chaco Canon the party travele d to Santa Fe, then south1'0 st into Arizona and 
to Montezu.mas Castle. Here comiderable excavation was done in and around the ruins 
and it was in this ruin, t hat a burial place was found and the mumny discovered that is 
in this collection. From Kontezumas Castle the party traveled north to the Moqui 
I ndian Villages, a nd then into Southern Utah. 

We are sending several photographs covering portions of t his trip. These were 
taken mostly by my father. We have the negatives of these print s and should t hey be 
of' any further interest to you, they will be available for copy or other use. 

We hope t hat t his collection will prove of' value to your llll8eum and we will 
appreciate it , if in its use, you can Mntion it as a loan from the family of 
s. L. Palmer. 

Yours very truly, 

/s/ s. L. Palimr, Jr. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INrERICR 

NA TI ONAL PARK SERVICE 
WESTE!m MUSEUK LAOORATORIFS 

331 HILGARD HA.LL, BEHKEIEY, CAUFORNIA 

C 0 P I Morch 26, 1938. 

Kr. s. L. Pall!J'r 
171 Kenwood Way 

San Francisco, California 

Dear Mr. Palmer: 

Enclosed you will find a receipt covering the collecting of arti­
facts and hunan remains which you are loaning to Mesa Verde National Park. 
This receipt covers the iterm as packed by us and checks exactly with the 
list li'lich you furnished to us. We will rnake every effort to see that the 
entire collection arrives at Mesa Verde in good condition. 

We appreciate the value ot this collection and join with Mesa Verde 
National Park in thanking you for your generOU8 loan ot it. 

Receipt, enclosed. 

Sincerely yours, 

Darr G. Yeager, Assistant Chief 
Museum Division 

By William J . Lippincott 
Acting Assistant Chie! 



c 0 p y 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO 

May 12, 1938. 

Mr. s. L. Palmer, 
171 Kem•ood Way, 

San Franci sco, California . 

Dear Mr. Palmer: 

The a.rcheological material that you recently loaned to Kesa Verde 
Natioral Park has been received and I want to take this opportunity to 
exi:rese our apireciation for your generosity in turning this JOOSt inter­
esting collection over to us. 

Som3 of the articles are excellent and will be worked into our exhibits 
at the first opportunity. The mUJIU'.Ily is of course a pri ze as it is certainly 
a splendid example of preservation. It will be put on display imni:Hiiately 
and will add a great deal of interest to our burial exhibits. We are 
interested in the age of t re little boy at t he tine or death and will have 
dentist and doctors endeavor to determine it from the teeth . 

All of the arti. cJ.es reached us in good col'lii ti on a s they had been very 
carefully packed. We will catalog them and s tore them in our fireproof 
cases so that they will be preserved for all ti~. All articles that we 
place on exhibit will, of course, be credited to you. 

In recent ~ars many of these fine old collections have been returned 
to us and they all help in reconstructing the story of ancient man in this 
region. We f eel, naturally, that they have the most value here where they 
are available to scientists for s tudy and where thousands of people can see 
and enjoy th em. 

It is because of this that we feel deeply in:iebted to you. I am sure 
you have had a strong sentilrental f eeling about the collection because of 
the nanner in which you obtained i t , and I know you must have deliberated 
a great deal before you c ame to the decision to s end it to us. We are 
deeply appreciative of your generosity and t rust that you will vis it us in · 
the near future to see t he collection in i ts new hoim. 

You have Assistant Superintendent Paul R. Franke ' s acknowl edgment of 
December 17, and Kr . Wi lliam J. Lippincott•s itemized receipt. of March 26. 
Those two and t his letter will serve as receipts for the collection. 

Yours very truly, 

Jesse L. Nusbaum, 
Superintendent. 

By~~~~~~~~-
Don Watson, Jr. Park Naturalist 



c 0 p y 

Mr. S. L. Palioor 
171 Ken,10od Way 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
M E SA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO 
December 17, 19.37. 

San Frareisco, California. 

On behalf of the Secretary of the Interior and of the Director of 
the National Park Service, I take pleasure in acknowledging your loan 
of Archeological mterial for the use of the Ooverrurent, and desire to 
thank you therefor. Itemized receipt will be returned to you upon arrl val 
of the collection. 

This loan is greatly appreciated and will, I believe, prove a valued 
e.ddition to the park. 

It is understood that this loan is nade for the mutual benefit of 
the lender and the Nationa l Park Service and that the Govenunent is not 
bound by any agree~nt, ot any kind ltlatsoever, regardi~ the use or dis­
play of the property, or loss or damage to same while in the custody of 
the National Park Service. 

It is requested that three copies of this letter be signed by you 
as lender, two of Which should be returned to me for t~ Government 
records. 

Lender: 

/s/ s. L. PalIMr 

/s/ Paul R. Franke 
Assistant Superintendent 
Jlesa Verde National Park 
Colorado 



ADDRESS ONLY 

THE DIRECTOR. NATIONAi.. PAR.K SERVICE 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

July 

MEMORAltDUM tor the Superintendent, 
Kesa Verde »ational. Park. 

- i: yn- n s<"l)Ch.;--- -l
r ~c:_. .. -. -

Wi th reference to the child DWim'll¥ exoavated some '¥e ~ri Jago·:' ·1=1 
l i.. ..,. y 

at »onte1ua Castle. we will appreoiate receiving a copy~ ~-1=1 

agreement made between the lender of the collection to llesa Verde 

and Kr. Paul Franke. The Museum Survey made two years ago did 

not r e•eal the existence ot this agreement. 

R CE! V il 
{ ...... 
·- '1 11942 

f ESA VERDE AAl'l PAR 



Jul.7 18, 1942. 

n..umw tor the ctt uparintmd m.. 
bOU\hwtatern National. Mo ta . 

•tennce ls • 1.o Aot.1.111 \1P91'1ntGdent Tho••'• .m:aorandua 
ol 11a,. 21. for thll uper1nt en\, aa V•rd• Maticnal Perle, stating 
that a propa:r oue tor t.bi •xhiblt 0: .-... a\ Kantesw-. Cuti. 
lational lklnulllnt woUld 10011 vrlv• and NQ.uest.bia that w Hnd to 

ontel\UltJ. Cutla,, t01' •Xhi u, t.he ChUd -.. now an ezbibit :nt 
Meaa Yerd• whiob •• found in •itoaw.tions cond'U!Cted at MQnt.ezunn 
Caat.J.o a..v Mr. s. t. Palm r ot dette, Ktu11a•, in 1894 or 189S. ThU 
...,, atd other t.er1U. u1eaible4 b.r • elasr, Sr. ,, ln eman-
Ucna 1n .,bacc nJOt) a& •tde and now lwl4 und•r l.O&D ..,,...._ 
mnt •&•outed for t .pa:tc 1>4totalber 171 J.'137 bJ tOl'lllW A1e1atent 
Su~rint:.cdent. Prarike, are subject. to rewl b7 r. • L. PalMr, Jr., 
upon one ,.v• a noUo•. 

nt that "t ccepted: pol107 ot rotum1.ng arcb-
eolov,.J.oal apaai ll9 u pos iba to their polnts or cr1gin 
would, ot couru, J'l"OVido for 1.ha tranaf•J" o! t.hr alee& Verd• spac.1mm 
t.o llonteauma <U:atl.e" ta quallt16d in thi• 1na anoe y t ~ eftecti•• 
acd controlli lean BJ"8G nt, •• well u prior relat•d co~epond­
enee bet ween Mr. Fra.nke •nd fir. Pal.air, Jr., an th baei.8 ot ~toh tbe 
loan 1e per!ectod. 

In the m.aaeum filo1 on the alcor loan, I can tind but two o-
randum, otb•r that\ • 'fhocaa ' • or 21, :sn-opoalae er aeuz;aina 
aueh a loin, ly, .- wdian Jackaon1 e memorandum or ov c:r> 22, 1:941 
t.o tbe Suporint ZX!•nt, attent10!\ of Don ats:>n, r~uaatir. CIOAmn'•-
rant.a or tht> ebUd due to 11our u1•h to 1rcorpo.rat.e a little 
htuN plann1.f1tt Cot •Xh1b1t euea) at. the ti.rid, vm, in min~ 
t.h9 poaa1bll1tT, 1n tbe ar or tu t\\t.w-e, ot obt.aininB the ~lr.\J° 
in 101.U" po seasion tfllt' t.hle monWlllD\, A Don ataon•• "Pl,y ot Deoe:a-
bsl' l , 19U, subfiaitt1041 nqUeat..d aw-•aits and et.at.1.os •lodfica.ntlr 
that ",ou an naturall.7 bope.tul t.b•t thia ~ ldll eoon•i- o:- 11.t.cr 
return to :U.s ancient. bom1 . It, boweYer, ••om to pret•r \be KoM 
Ver4a a.ntt are aoaw?lat. hl•it.&nt t.bollt trui't.llll t.ba !••li:nf• ot a 
obS.ld. " 

l baY• c!iacu•••d t he •ttAr ot t.ha t ruiat•r ot ~ obild __,. 
with 1'ot.1q A.u11tct. HaturaUat. floe• •n4 · aewa Aula\ant. lean 
P1nk1•1 {Mrs. ddiaon Plnkl.•1) , Wbo h&Y• work•d •o oloaely w1 th Don 
ateoA. Both •t.ata t.h&t., deapit• t.be ~· • orl.P,n at Uom.••wa 



CaoUe and 
Of 01" 
woul.d 

oc aaia Chit 
lat. <ilo;\lol~~,\11 
... uat.o~, 

Don Watson 

Jl.H/bes 

\ 

\ 
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UNITEll STATES 

•EfDARTMENT eF THE INTERI0flt 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

SOUTHWESTERN NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

C<l<8LIDGE, ARIZONA 

ADO RESS REPLY TO 
THE SUPERINTENDl!NT 

~· for the Superintendent, 

May 21, 19.42· 

- ~. •w• Mesa Verde National Park. 

-=\~~~· -~~;1_- _ . Word has reached us that our especially designed exhibit case 
--;, 11 r the mummies at Montezuma Castle National Monument will arrive at 
--, • _ ~~at area wi. thin the next few days • 

-\ •• : 1 nFon;;;;; 1=- Dimensions of' this case were figured so it will hold both the 
I 11• ) mumn:y now at the monument and the child mummy f'rom Montezuma Castle 
, "c"' . 1 now in the Mesa Verde museum. The accepted policy of returning 

~1c Sl:I~ ~J:cheologioal specimens as much as possible to their points of origin 
cn.nw __ 

1
..lY'a'1ld, of course, provide for the transfer of the Mesa Verde specimen 

_ S<et•lirJ ~Montezuma Castle, and in several oral discussions With former Park 
V r11= !..Naturalist Don Watson, we have been assured he would recommend the 
~~~~- .~sfer as soon as we obtained a proper oase for preservation of the 

mummy. 

Could you make arrangements to have the mummy shipped direct to 
Montezuma Castle at your convenience so we could pay shipping charges 
this fiscal year? We happen to have sufficient tunds now, but might 
have diffioul ty e.f'ter July l. 

~~~ 
Acting Superintendent. 

oc : Museum Chief Ned Burns, Washington • 
. Asst. Museum Chief Yeager, Western Museum Labs. 
Custodian, :Monteauma Castle N. :M. 

~~ .. -
~~~-~ 

c-~,.__, 

RECEIVED 

MAY2 51942 

MESA VER OE NAT'L PARK' 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERV ICE 
M ESA V ER.DE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO 

Uecember i, 1941 . 

ORANDUM tor the Cuatodian, 
llonteaum Castle lational l!onument . 

Reference ie made to 1our letter or NoY&aber 22 1 requeeting 
the meaaureasnte of the ti~/ that vas round in !£ontoauma Castle . 

Thia muJIDy ie nine inches wide and twenty• nine inchea l ong. 
The hoight, or thickneee , probably ien•t important but i n ca•• 
you should wonder about it the measurement ie five and one-halt 
inches . The mW!lllly ie that or a child , stretched out tull•length 
on its back. All ie i n good condition except ono leg which ie 
miaeing below the knee . 

You are naturally hopeful that this mummy will sooner or 
later return to it1 ancient home. It , however , Hema to pr efer 
tho t:osa Vorda and wa are uo~•wbat hodt ant about hurting the 
feeling• ot a chilj. 

Don ~ataon, 
Park Naturalist. 

arl• 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Montezuma Castle 
--------------------------------------- NATIONAL MONUMENT 

Camp Verde, Arizona 
--· .. -·----··------·------·-- -- ~ ---.............. --__ .. ____ _ ------ ------ ..... ... ............ ---- ..... .. 

November 22, 41 
--------------·····-········---- -----·-· ·-·- ·-·--· 19 __ __ _ 

The Superintendent, 
Mesa Verde Nation.al Park, 
Colorado 

ATTENTIONt Don Watson, Park Naturalist 

Dear Sir: 

In reference to a letter to this office from the Superintendent, South­
west National Monuments, Coolidge, Arizona, request is made for informa­
tion relative to approximate dimensions as to overall length and width of 
the mummy you have which originated from this monument . 

It is planned to obtain a new case to house the mummy now in our museum, 
but we wish :to incorporate a little future planning at the same time, hav­
ing in mind the possibility, in the near or far future , of obtaining the 
murmny in your possession for this monument. By our purchasing a case that 
would efficiently and esthetically house both mummies, a future problem 
of encasement would be ' nipped in the bud' so to speak. 

An early reply to this query would be sincerely appreciated. 

cc: Dale s . King 
via Sup ' t, SWNM 

RECEIVED 
NOV 2 2 1941 

Respectfull y, 

~~~an 
by John E. Baczuk, Ranger 

MESA VERDE NAT'L PARK' 



lr. s. L. Palmer 
171 ~oocl •e:r 

::;an Fran~ f eoo, Cali t • 

Doar tlr, Politer: 

':'he urcheological .Gl£lter1al that you recently lo ned to l.t.eoa V'e:rdo lie.ttonal 
.Park 1 &u been recd vco tl..T\d I Tout to take thio opportunity to exproaa our 
appreciution for your gene1·oe1ty in turning th1o tJ.O&t intereoting collection 
over to us. 

Oo~e ot the er~iclee are excollent e.nd will be worked into our ex:.iibita 
at the t1riJt oppo1·tLnity. The: Cl.llMIY io ot couroe e. prizA as it is cartninly a 
aplendid exa....pl6 ot v.resern'Uon . lt Will be put on d18Jll8J 1cmediately and 
will add a gre~t deal ot intereot to our burial eXhtbita. Ye aro interested 
in the age ot the little bo1 &t the time ot death e.nd will have dentist and 
doctor& en~e~vor to deter!!lino it trom t~e teeth. 

All ot the e.rt1cl6s reaohed ua in good condition e.s t l.ey had been Tery 
oaretlllly pac~~d. e will catalog them and store them in our tireproot 
ce.eee iso ~hat they •111 1't; preacrTed tor all time. J.ll articles that we ple.oe 
on exhibit will• ot course, bo er d.iied to you. . 

In recent yebre many ot these tine old colloctiona have been returned to ua 
and they o.l.l h9'p in reconatruoting the story ot ancient man in this region. 

e tMl, naturdi:r, thai tb.ey have the moat Telue bere w:1ere the1 are available 
to scien~LGt3 for study and \':here thouaenda or people can see and ohjoy th~. 

It 1e because of this that we teel deeply indebted to you. I nm sure you 
haTe had a strong sent1menatl teel1ne e.bout th• ~ollect1on because of tho manner 
in which you obtained it , and I know you must have deliberated a sreat deal , 
before you crune to t ne deo1s1on to s end it to ua. We are deeply appreciative~ 
ot your generos1 ty nnd trust that you w~ll Thi t us in t !:e near tuture to see '~ 
the colleotion 111 tie new houe. ~"-

You haTe Aeaistant Superintend.ant Paul ~. !Prank•'• aoknowled8ement ot 
l.Jecembcr l? , and Mr. William 1 . Lippinoott's itemized reo~ipt or Uaroh 2a. 
Thoae two and t his letter wlll eerve aa receipts tor the ftlllection. 

Yours very trul y 

lease L. Nuabaum 
Superintendant 

Bgn 'latioil 
Junior Park .Ne.ture.Uat . 



Superintendent 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WF.STERN MUSEUU LABORATORIES 
331 HI.WARD HALL, BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

March '2h, 1938 

Mesa Verde National Park 
Colorado 

Dear Mr. Franke: 

On March 25 we shipped to you, by freight, one crated geology 
case and two boxes containing the Palmer collection. The Palmer 
collection was described as being "Fossils" on account of the great 
difference in freight rates. 

With regard to your night letter of March 25: As the mummy was 
already completely packed and since Ansel Hall's trip was uncertain, 
the mummy was enclosed in one of the boxes. On your receiving this 
shipment you will find on one end of the mummy case two screws which 
allow a small end piece and the end pane of glass to be ta.ken out. 
The mummy is covered with cheese cloth over which are two layers of 
cotton. Ovex this is more cheese cloth and then a line of excelsior to 
hold the contents of the case entirely firm. We did our best to pack 
the entire collection as safely as possible, but shall be very anxious 
to hear of its arrival in good condition. 

Vie have given Mr. Palmer an itemized receipt, covering his entire 
collection. We enclose this receipt to you for your information. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 1659900 - Itemized 
description of Palmer Collection, 
copy of letter to Mr. Palmer, and 
B/L I-379896 covering shipment of 
Palmer collection, in dup. 

Dorr G. Yeager, Assistant Chief 
Museum Division 

w~~~~ 
William J. t;pin~t, 
Acting Assistant Chief 

By: 

( iE~A V ,,, l ii''"' ·1 nx:~ 

APR·- 1938 



---~ 

Mr. s. L. Palmer 

UNITED STATES 

D EPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WEST..,hll MOSEUM LPJ30RATORIES 
331 HI:..DARD HALL, BERKil.EY, CALIFORNIA 

March 26, 1938 

171 Kenwood Way 
San Fre.ncisco, California 

Dear Mr. Palmer: 

Enclosed you will find a receipt covering the collecting of 
&.rtifacts and human r emains which you are loaning to Mesa Verde 
National Park. This receipt covers the items as packed by us and 
checks exactly with the list which you furni shed to us. We will 
make every effort to see that the entire collection arrives at 
Mesa Verde i n good condition. 

We appreciate the value of this collection and join wi th 
Mesa Verde National P~rk in thanking you for your generous loan 
of it. 

Sincerel y yours, 

'/1./t;- ./ 

Dorr G. Yeager, Assistant Chief 
Museum Division 

(Receipt enclosed) 
By William J. Lippincott 

Acting Assistant Chief 



1 'lo-oG. I 

I,IST OF OBJECTS RECEIVED 1ROll S. L. P.&LllER .UD PACKED 
.BX WESTERN WJSEml LAOOltlTO.RIES lOR ?Al?SA VERDE IUTIONAL PABX 

l.. llUIUiJ' 
2. Skeleton, Baby 
3. Bow 
4. Arrow1 
'· Cloth 6. Various llateriala 
7. Sku.U 
a. Pottery Bowl 
9. Tillber Section 

10. Tiaber Section 
ll. Tied Stone• 
12. F.oof nasteriJ:I& 
l.3. Pitcher 
14. SaaU Tr&T 
15. Saall Jug 
16. Bowl 
17. Bowl 
18. lug 
19. Bowl 
20. Bowl 
21. Botrl 
22. Bowl 
2.3. Sowl with IWldle 
24. Pitcher 
25, Cover tor Pitcher 
26. Pitoher 
Zl. Va.ae 
28. llug 
29. I:a.;ap 

'°· Lulp 31. Duck Sbaptd Di•h 
,32.. IA.lok Shaped Dieh 
J). I•d.l• 

· 34. Pi tohe:r 
3,. Pitcher 
36. Jue 
YT. Bowl 
38. Bowl 
.19. Dowl 
40. -
41. Canteen 
42. lli•h 
4.3. Bowl 
44. Pitcher 
45. Pitcher 

/J>. Bowl 
47. flat Grindil:ijt Stone 
48. Pitcher 
49. Bowl 
SO. Bowl 
51. Corl'Ul•ted Dioh 
s2. Corruaated Dieh 
53. Corr\.li&ted D1ah 
54. Cor:rugated Oiah 
''~ Corraaated Dish 
56. cor~ated Diab 
57. Corrugated Diab 
~. Corruaated D11h 
59. Corrugated D18h 
60. Bowl 
61. Lamp 
62. Bowl 
6:3. Bowl 
64. Bo-.l 
6,. Bowl 
66. Bowl 
67. Xue• 
68. Pipe 
69. Small Di•h 
70. Spoon 
7l. Skull 
72. Stone Tool 
73. Pr. Sandal• 
74. Grinding Stone 
7,. Grinding Stone 
'it). Stone Tool 
TT. Stone Tool 
78. Stolle Tool 
79. Stone I!ammer 
so. Stone Hammer 
81. Stone Hammer 
82. Stone Hal!l!Qer 
83. Grinding Tool 
84. Shell Beade 
8,. Shell Beadl 
86. -
S7l. Bone Too11 (6) 
88. -
89. -
90. Shell & TurQ201ae BffdS 

9l. Pottar7 Jug 
92. J'ott•ey Bowl 
93. Bowl 
94. Bowl. 
9.5. Bowl 
96. Pitcher 



STANDARD FORM NO. l4A 
APPROVED llY THE f>R£SIOENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS- GOVERNMENT RATES 

SUPERIITEIDEllT 

USTl.81 UIIOS 
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llW VlJU>B liTIOlUL Pill 
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~ 3 e S~i· 
San Francisco, March 22, 1938. ~ c/o-u{o · / 

l!r. Paul R. Franke. 
Superintendent, 
Mesa Verde National Fa.rk. 

Dear Sir;- . 1938 

In line with our correspondence, we have delivered to the 
Berkeley Field Division of the National Park Service, the collection 
of archeological specimens, as a loan to the Museum of the Mesa Verde 
National J:ark. 

This collection consists of about 93 specimens, including a 
munnny, numerous pieces of pottery and stone implimenta. 

A general story of the history of this collection may be of 
interest to you in connection with its use. 

During the fall of 1894 and the year 1895, my father, s. L. 
Palmer of Burdett Kansas, who was somewhat of a student of arche­

ology and particularly interested in the ruins of the southwestern 
part of the United States, made a tour of Southern Colorado, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Southern Utah. 

This tour was made by team and wagon and he was accompanied 
by his family. At Mancos Colorado he made the acquaintance of 
Richard Wetherill who, with his brothers had but recently discov­
ered and explored the ruins of the :Mesa Verde District. 

With Richard Wetherill as guide and companion my father and 
party visited a portion of the Mesa Verde Ruins, then traveled 
south and spent several weeks exploring and excavating in the ruins 
of the Chaco ca.non District in :uew Mexico. Our camp and headquar­
ters were established at the side of the Pueblo Bonita Ruins. 
During his visit here a number of specimens of pottery and stone 
impliments were found. 

From Chaco Canon the party traveled to Santa. Fe, then southwest 
into Arizona and to Monte~umas Castle. Here considerable excava­
tion was done in and around the ruins and it was in this ruin, that 
a burial place was found and the mummy discovered that is in this 
collection. From l!ontezumas Castle the party traveled north to the 
l{oqui Indian Villages, and then into Southern Utah. 

We are sending several photographs covering portions of this 
trip. These were taken mostly by my father. We have the negatives 
of these prints and should they be of any further interest to you, 
they will be available for copy or other use. 

We hope that this collection will prove of value to your 
museum and we will appreciate it, if in its use, you can mention 
it as a loan from the family of S. L. Palmer. .:::: ":.:-:O"AL p,\Rli 

Yours very tryy, 

{J . .£6~ 
' S. L. Palmer Jr. 

MAR 1938 

RECEIVED 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO .flf.OU1"J 19 I 1938 

••t•Z'D • tat~ iorloa 
Na•ional rlll'JI: •rT1QO 

331 n11 ard ... all 
On1•er91t7 ct c ttcrn1 

P.erkele7, tJ lit. 

~ 
oloa.ct fO".I will ttnd o copy ot • lettor tr Ji • • L. Palmer, l.?l 

•enwoo4 .ay . ... n tranouoo, cono•rn1ns o. oollectton ot art1tao'• an4 b 
r.m•ine that h• 1• loe.nin.6 'o • V•l'4• Nc\10lla1 

1h1• oolleot1on con 1eta ot um~, .1.cell ~•oue a let trus:ionta, 
it c'• ~h t ore ool oted by _r. P er•o t iher in 

'h• south n b o bout 1696. t1n7 ot th .. ob~ ct ue ""rf ~la u4 
1 order to be ab11'i!•4 by t'n1«h' ll noed ta b• ·rer1 oantul.l.J paoke4. 
slue• we can no• cgme out to 1uper•iae it w will e.ppreciat• it 9erf oh 
1r 7°'1 CbD t • ~are ot th ~~ct1ne n4 hip_ 1!lB or thia ooll o\1on. 

JCncloa•4 h e. bill or l 411'6 't.b&t 111 <>over th •bi 
t ~· aar• or n7 exp a • you incur ia tbe paoking. 

' n4 v:e will 

Io his 1otter r . l r •~•'•• \b•\ h• ha• aCDe p otoe.ra~ a a.n4 4ata 
Nl&tiD.6 to tohe pl oea wtJ•r• 'iu. t.11111.&G we" found. ~eae an e1-.roul.7 
impo~an\ 'o u• ao •ill you get o~erythin , ct 1.bia uture eud lnolud• 1t 
with 'be lhi n,. 

W• ere 1A.ttruot1n r. almer todaJ \hat 7ou an going io oaU t or ' h• 
colleot1ou so I ure ~hat 7oa. 111 t1~4 •Tery 1n iD ro din~a•. 

It thi oolleoUoc. pro••• to bo lu • th• p.6ok1ng t.urn 111.t;c "111.• 
a Job &.ad you ..,. be un \ba\ •• will t••l de<iply i r:debt•d to 1o:i tor tti..k­

ins care ot 1t tor ua. 

siaoerely yours . 

P•ul • •• 
CVP•r1nt•n4•nt. 

BY~--~-----------Dc n t eem , 
~unior P r k ~atur llat . 



ia. s. t. Palmer 

UNIT ED STATES 

D EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
M ESA VERDE NATIONAL P AR K 

COLORADO 

171 Kenwood ey 
San Jranciaco, C~ltt. 

I/ 'Io-or, ./ 

Your letier ot January 24, st4tlng t hai you are doa1rcu~ ot loaning your 
tather•e collection ot s outhwoetern arclleological material to tbis po.rk, ha• 
l>oen received an4 lee are today 111.~truoti~ er. nor.r t•asar, ot our l'Clatern 
MUaeuj Laboza\o~1es i n Berkeley , to call tor tbe collection and euverTi .. t)lj 
pook1ng and ahl~p1ng. 

Th• Le.boratory hAa •~cellent r.ec1l1t1ce tor oucb work and you '6Jli1 reel 
:sure tllai the o_,llection will ht.Yd the teat of' care. 'Lr. Yeager 111 probabl.7 
tu~ t .e things to tho labcrs\ory and do th& pe.oking there. 

Th• ~hotot;rapho and deta Ghat 7ou illention &re extremely i~porta.nt ~o us 
u ucheologioal material ia rather meeingl.eea unl••• we know •here it oame 
trom. It you will turn thia material oY•r to ur. Teager h• will aend it to Ufl . 

Ae aoon aa we rece1va bhe ~olleo,1on we w1~l send you un 1te ized 11ai 
ot t he articlea as c receipt. 

In t h e oa.rly days ~uy su<lll eolldctiona were cade and. •~e.cy yeo.r more und 
moro ot lle:n come b11ck to us.. • linTs a 1'1na n:useum, tlte lar45eot 1n the nat-
ional p lt s en1c•t r.ith splandtd taoatties for vtoro~e l!lnd l1aplq . :rrom. 
what you eay a'bout the collection I WI au.re that much ot it ill be suitable 
tor d1aple.y ~\U']:loaea end I a1n erely hop• that you will be able to visit ua and 
••• the oolleotion in i ts new heme. 

our at~andance loat aeaeon waa 28,111 md oeoh seasOll U growe a tew 
thoua8Jld so 7ou can see how ~1 ~•opl• will i.ee P.nd •nJ01 your collection in 
the r•ar• to oar.a . It ie tor thia reaaon tbat we feel au.oh ooll•ctiona belong 
in rauaeuma 1n.e-•ad ot in pri Tat e bands w.hei-e they ere ae•n bf oltly a tew peopl e . 

I cannot tell you how ll:.Uoh we appreci~~• your ger.Atroalt7 in th1• aa\ter. 
'rt!• •ollection wi ll ut.n ri;uoh t o ue wd will add to our knowledge ot the en­
oien' 1ntiab1te.nta ot thie region. 1• only hope tba' you will be able to Yiait 
ua in the near tuture so we oen expreaa our appr.o1at1on in pereon. 

Youre Yerf truly, 

Paul R· Fro.nk•. 
superint•nden~. 

BY~~~~~~~--
Do .n \liataon , Ju~ 1or Park Noture.liat . 



San Francisco, Jan. 24, 1938. ---
Mr. Pu.ul R. Franke, 
Asst. Superintendent, 
l'"esa Verde National Park, 
Colorado. 

Dear Sir; -

We have your letter of December 17, 1937, explaining 
the conditions under which loans are r eceived by the Pa rk 
Dep:trtment and as these conditions are satisfactory to us 
we are returning herewith two signed copies of the loan 
agreement. 

In previous correspondence we had mentioned that we 
were desirous that the specimens be placed on exhibition 
and we now feel quite sure that you will find a consider­
able portion of the collection of interest and value in 
your museum. 

We have some photographs together with data relating 
to the location where this archeological material was found, 
all of which we will gladly furnish you if desired. 

The ~terials of this collection will be avail.able to 
your Berkeley Museum Division for packing at any time con­
venient to you. 

Yours very t~y, 

JJ.~~ 
r~ESA VERDE NATIONAL 

JAr~ 1938 

RECEIVED 

171 Kenwood Way, 
San Francisco, 
California. 



UNITED ST AT ES 

D EPARTM EN T OF THE INTER IOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

lllP. s. L. Pel.Mr 
lfl b ... 04 •• , 
Saa buebeo, OeUton.la 

'De• llr. Pelmrs 

COLORADO 
D111 .. 1r lf, 113' 

on beUlt ot tJM S.oretar or ua. la'8nor m ot tale I>U.otor 
ot th 1au-.1 Pule S.-yj.••· I , .. pi...... la eokaowle4gl .. JOV 
lea ot Al'OMologtaal matel'lal 'tn , ... •• et ~ Ocmt..-.a\, aa4 
c1e•ln to tbuk rw Uaeretn. ltelll_. n••lJt will be ntVM4 t4t 
J'01l "POil arriYal ot tbe o•ll•ott.oa. 

'l'M• loaa 1• oea\11 appeotaW aa4 will, I beUne, prow a 
Yalua4 a\41 tl•a 'o tM i>aitle 

It i• ad•"'-" ti.at W. lo.a l• aa4e tor tu ..-.i ••ft' 
et ,... leilMr aa4 ,._ •aUnel Pdk •nlH U4 'la•• _.. Oeftnmat 
l• net M-4 ""..., ....... , , •t., lda4 ldla.....,_, n1•"4l.a * 
•• ff 4l•P111F et \be PJ"Gt•.._ • • lM• 01' 4 .... to •- flhlle la 
tis• outeGJ' et •• • U•al Pak S.l'ft•. 

It la nca•atel 'llat ,_... toplee ot 'Illa le,te» M •1•4 t.7 • 
reu aa leaA.a, wo ot Jato •hoalA " ntune4 to • tor •• Oonn­••t reoo:rta. 

(kr?.-ef-Jv 
Paul R. haaa 
••l•'ea' 81Q>erla'8a4eat 

Meaa Yer4• aatlonal Pait 
Colonie 



UNJTED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

Iii'. s. L. Pel.Mr 
171 h-oct Wq 
So l'reUl&oo, OaUtol'JLla 

COLORADO 1>9..-.r 1?, ll3f 

0• behalt or \he Seneta17 ot the I•Ml'ior em ot ~· D1wotol' 
ot the Bat1nal Paa Senloe, l take pleulll'9 ia aoklu>wle4g1q rov 
loa ot Al'Gbolog11al •'91'lal tor , ... •• ot tile Onenma•, aa4 
4••11'8 to tlluk J'01l Ulefttn. 1teldu4 nee1pt will M returM4 te 
JOit '@Oil uriT&l. ot 'tM oolloouoa. 

'lhla lo• l• gna\l:J appnolaW aD4 will, I belleft, prcmt a 
Yal•4 -141 tioa \o tu pak. 

It 1• u4ora\oe4 tut th1• loaa ta 11&4• tor tile •ftal ••ft t 
ot tbia lea4•1' aa4 tu 5a,1oaal Pal'k lento• ud tlaat Qe OO'nnmat 
l• hot lto-4 -,. ar ...,._.,, •t ._. kla4 nau..,..., naa1'41 .. tile 
•• er 41•»hr et tll• Pl'O»•r'1, or loila •r 4••• to •- G1lA ta 
th• outeq et tll• • eUeaal Puk Sem•. 

It l• requau4 tut , .... eopl•• ot thi• le,i;el' be elped -, 
you as leadal', w. ot whioll elaou14 be nturu4 to• tor th• 00..n­
ment reoorda. 

Aaeietat S.,.:·la'8ada•' 
llaaa Yei'd• Ba,1onel ? 8Jk 
Oolnlllo 



UNITED STATES 

D EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

!r. s. L. Palmer 
1'11 kemrood q 
an uolaoo, Oil1tom• 

COLORADO 
.Dlo•lMlr 1 f, 1937 

1 'I t)-C{ I 

Tour lot,er e :O.oaber 6 '° . 
Ohiet', uae t>1 ne10J1, \101101 l'ark 
thi• ott'io• tor rep17. 

4ea • SM'l'•ae. ut. ctl 
rrto•, • beta torw 4•~ 'o 

Auwer to p19nou oor 91'0 aoo, laol.Uil1Jl6 J'OUZ' letteJ' ot Co­
tober 25, •u 4•le.ye4 pe 1ns the nl•aa• bJ ov uh1JlgtoJl orrtoe ot 
flMi NaUonel l' t mo• ot reSU]. is.ou regar61 lo glt\a 
ot exh1b1 ta or other m1ea rial. OJ' 1our 1ntormot1oa J eaoloa• 
a COPJ' explalat W• 17 • t bll•hed poU07. 

er •o\iOA !f coept o bJ b8 11.DM ea\ or thla .Park 
1• PG• lble• lsut u atatelt auah rial oan oal.J 1>e aooepted, lt 1$ 
19 off• thou• rea,r1o'1ou aa to 1 ue, l•l)leJ, or d1apoea1 
b7 tb• na,lonal Pai'k s rTloe. 

1 \h ret•1"8'AO• •o 7our l.e'ter ot Au,g\18\ 11 JOU 1Up11l te4 aenai 
natnoUou, wh1oh lt lnal•'e4 ui>R will mk1· l t ua•••U7 tol' u.a to 
tint refer the loan to the Dlreo\or ot' tbl WaUoaal Pus •nice. z­
Jltrl•noe llu t upt ua that re•trlo\lona an ot\ft euanaaaiag to l,)o\h 

· ~ d4 muaeua o'att. • t•riel• plno•4 on old lt re uWillr aoeoa­
paniot b1 tho ll•• ot tbe donoa or landa. fte ut ot the mawr1al 
•o be 4i•Pll\1'e4, 1• ot oou.r ... dep men• upoa aTallalale •xhllll t opaoe, 
or upon 1 te Yalu ta tlM atoq ot t ldlOienta, th \ t nae 1• a\­
\ea;pUJ18 iQ pre•at for pubUo t.upeotloa. TM 1oh.- ot .... entl»i •• 
oft.• o!Llmge• troa Jetir 'o resr, d tb.• aac•pt ca ot reetrto•eo. aatqi.. 
lal, ottaa •• l\ a uo\o17 to retat• thl• aatert.al • unl\ 41qlq, 
la hloh tom 1 • loa.ea 1 ta yalue .. »u' ot the ••'ire torT• 0 4o 
not belln• that U. •t.rlal b,lob JO haft, UU lJ• ooepte4 'bf tU 
Dtreotor tb iha reatrtottou 1Jt;lo•4 11»= tt outllU4 tn JCNJ' letter. 

A loaa, or oour••• ta aubJeot to r••ura or l'ffell, lm4 \he o• 1'9U'e 
aoUoe i• uau.al •Wll )re>Oe4\U"ee 



• are nl')' moh 1nterea\e4 in JOV 00Ueoi1oa, e.D4 daalre to 
use it 1• our ezhibl'\ aoh-· !UrtbaJ", »Yer hartiag aeea th• aa•rlal 
and aacqua1a'94 with tta condiUOJt., we, ot couA oaD.JLOt s'ate how ach 
of the coUeo'1n Will be OJl eDiblt at &117 Olk8 1-. 

The ~eaa Y•r4• aa 1• ib.• reotpl••* or •JET gtt\a a4 loau, ea.4 
we hen nuer had aJl7 41tl"eru.oea with do.ore or leaden • ltll ref•re•M 
to the exlllbittou or s\lldJ ue or oollec,1ou. l:a'l•r:tala a.o\ lla eD.ibl' 
omsee are swre4 la tlreproof •'al oabl•'•• endr>e:rto41o tumiga,1ou 
are ooJlduc'\e4 to iuure preaena\1oa. KT•l'J tee la eurolaed to pro­
tec\ a loan ooU.o~ioa ea though 1' waa our O'ft proper'7• 

'le ha,pe 1ihat you Oa!l realize 1ihe regulatlou 1111.der tdaioll we operaw, 
u.4 that th••• regulation• are or nmhal 'beuft'• Tl'uttiag that w 11111 
hae the plea.ave ot your faYorebl• deotaio•• •• enclou httrewt th, three 
letten of etetlerd fora tor Ue acoeptan" for loaaa ot .ms9'WR spectmeu 
ud exbi~lu. It ta requested that tU.e coplee of th1a lettel" be s1gu4 
by you a11 tender• no ot h1ch should be returned w • t or tbe GoWrime•t 
records. Upon th• !'90elpt or tb.eee bO letter• w wtll laatruc' our llu­
eeum D1Yla1on at Berkeley to c e.tv.117 crate the aaier.1.al. and ~orwer4 
lt a\ our expe11Se. 

Slacerely yo1ll'11, 

(~ 
Paul R. ?ra'D.ke 
Autatut &ap.rUteJlllle•~ 

P.R :jt 

Eu. I ~16002 

ce : Di no tor 
Ima. Dl T • Berkele7 



11.fo-o(,. I 

San Francisco, Dec . 6 , 1937 

Mr . Alden B. Stevens . 
Asst . Acting Chief, 

National Park Service, 
555 Hilgard Hall , Univ. of Calif. 

DEC 11 1937~ 

Berkeley , California . 

Dear Mr . Stevens; -

Last May you wrote me, relative to the loan of a collection 
for the Mesa Verde National Park, as per letter from Mr . Paul R. 
Franke and I wrote you t~t I was making arrangements with my 
sisters who are joint owners with me . 

On Aug. 16, 1957 , I wrote .!Ar . Franke as per the attached 
copy of letter , but never received a reply . Again on October 25, 
1937 I wrote him and have bad no reply to my second letter . 

I am at a loss to know why Mr. Franke does not reply . I do 
not want to be unfair in making any disposition of the collection 

contrary to the wishes of Mr . Franke, for he originally wrote me 
that the Park Department was desirous of having the collection in 
the Mesa Verde Park Museum. 

Possibly you can advise me if the National Park Service bas 
any interest in securing the loan of this collection at this time . 

Encl . 

Yours very truly. 

(Signed) 
s . L. Palmer . 
171 Kenwood Way, 
San Francisco . 

Ml:..~A VL I'\. l "· 11 I •• , ;.,\ 

DEC 111937 

RECEIVED 
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San Francisco, Oct. 25, 1937· 

l!r. Paul R. Franke, 
Acting Superintendent 
Mesa Verde ::National Park, 
Mancos, Colorado. 

Dear Sir;-

On August 16th, 1937, I wrote you as per a ttached 
co py of lett er, regarding the loan of a collection of 
cliff dwel ler relics. 

I have had no reply to this letter and have thought 
poss ibly for some reason it did not reach you, 

--\Tll __ 
~1'1J...rintendent 

• Supt_._ 

L '11•·1 cu,_• \-
""1:' ,:.l'•r:_: .I - ----

"-"-----
---1---

1
1 '!. foreman __ _ 

f.,.iin-. -
E r .w. Of!lce 

s .. creluy __ - - - --

l 
l••ll:ll-[l1lte- flrl1 r.· ----s,.,..,·-10 rn~ 

YoureJW~ 
I S. L. Palmer. 

171 Ken\Vood Way, 
San Francisco, 
Californi a • 

MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARi{ 

OCT 2 8 1937 _ f .1, Fore1111n 

I 

__ , 

t_ Prrr ... e R,.;,1y RECEIVED 
fn~in~er -1--
E.c.w. Office 

- 1~1~_] -C":11rro• Metn 

See 0:~ . ' '1---
ln1!1al - OatP-RPturn 

t
- Sa~1 Fi•.;;- ---I 

- -· ~- ;, !y ~ -/=---I 

- - Co;,.~ - -----'! 

s. f;j~ 



San Fl'Elnoisoo, Aug. 16, 1937• 

Mr. Paul R. Franke, 
Aoting Superintendent, 
l!esa Verde Nationa l Pa.rk. 
Mancos, Colorado. 

.ft1ESA VERDE NATIO'IAL PARK 

AUG ~ 3 1937 

Dear Sir;- RECEJVED 

Last April you wrote to me, regarding the loan ~f a col­
lection of Cliff Dweller and Mesa Dweller relics that was ex­
cavated by my Father, s. L. Palmer, about forty years ago. 

Since receiving your letter I ba.ve discussed the matter 
of this loan with my- three sisters who jointly own this collec­
tion with me. We have decided that it would. be a pleasure to 
us to have this collection exhibited ~t the Kesa Verde Natio~l 
Park Kuseum , there are howeve.r.1a few points thoit we would like 
t.o have understood before having the materia ls packed and pr&­
:pared for shipment. 

l. We would like to have the collection exhibited in the 
museum in the name of s. L. Palmer, who exca"Vated and collected 
all the specimens of the collection. 

2. The collection is to be turned over to the Yesa Verde 
Park Museum a~ an indefin1 te loon, with the proba.bili ty that 
its return will never be requested. Ve do however, wish to re­
serve the right to recall the loan on one years notice, by 
Ur. Gaylord Palmer, my son, of San Franaisco, Calif. 

3. We would like to have it understood that the najor 
portion of the collection at least, be pl.aced on exhibition 
where it can be seen and not stored away for future use. 

4. There will ofoourse be some expense in properly pack­
ing and shipping the c.ollection and we will expect this to be 
handled entirely by the Park Service. 

The collection consists of one very well preserved mummy 
of a child, which was taken from l!ontezuma~s Cas.tle., numerous 
skulls bones etc. together with cloth and various xraterials 
found in cliff dwellings. Some thirty or forty pieces of pottery 
all in very good sh.ape, most of which was excavated in Chaco 
Ca.non. also some miscellaneous stone tools. 

As lCrs. Wetherill has explained to you, this collection was 
excavated by my Father about the years 1894-95' when he and his 
family made a tour of the Southwest with Richard Wetherill. We 
have a fairly good record of the place of excavation of most ef 
the oollection together with a number of photographs whioh may 
be of interest and we wil1 gladly furnish a.a complete informa­
tion as possible. 

Yours very truly~ 

j.r:J~ 
s. L. Palmer. 

~-J 



/ 0 p y 11.10---~t' j 
San Fr~ncisco, Aug. 16, 1937• 

.. r. Paul R. Franke, 
Acting Superintendent, 
Mesa Verde .N,.i.tiona. l Park. 
llancos , Colorado. 

Dca.r Sir; -

Last April you wrote to me , regarding the loan of a col­
lection o~ Clifrnueller and e&3 nweller relics that was ex­
r.avatod by my Father, S. L. Palmer, about forty ye-rs ago. 

Since receiving your letter r. have diacuaeed the I!latter 
of this lo-n with:roy three sisters vho jointly own this collec­
tion VTith me . e have decided that it uould be a pleasure to 
us to llave this collection eXhil>i ted .... t the Cesa Verde Nationa.l 
Park Museum , there .are however a fe\7 points tlut t.;e would like 
to have understood before having the :materi.ls paoked and pre­
i;ared for shipment. 

l. e would 111 .. e to have the collection exbibi ted in the ~ 
museum in the name of s. L. ::Rl.lrner. who- exesva.ted nd collected 
all the s pecimens of the collection. 

2. The co1leotion io to be t urned over to the 'llesa Verde 
Park lluseum as an indef'in1 te loan, with the proba.bili ty that 
its return will never be requested. e do ho\7ever, wish to re­
serve the right to ree3.ll the loan on one ye~rs notice, by 
llr. Gaylord ln:er , my son, of &.rt Francisco , Calif. 

3. We would like to have it understood tba.t the mJ.jor 
portion of the collection at least, be pl.aced on exhibition 
where it can be aeen and not stored away for future use. 

4. There will ofcourae be some expense in properly pack­
ing and shipping the collection and 1e will expect this to be 
handled entire l y by the Bl.rk Service. 

The collection consists of ono very wel l prese~ved mummy 
of a child. which ua.a taken from llontezuma's Castle, numerous 
skulls bones etc. together with cloth and various Jn3.terials 
found in clifi' dwel lings. Some thirty or forty pieces of pottery 
all in very good shape , moat of Tlhich was excav~tod in Chaco 
Canon. a lso soma miscella neous stone tools. 

As Mrs. ctheriJl haa explained to you, this collection was 
excavated by my Father about the years 1894-95 uhen he and his 
family made a tour of the Southwest with Richard Wetheril l. e 
have u fairly good record of the place of excavation of most of 
the collection together with ntnnber of photographs hich may 
be of interest and we will gladly furnish as complete informa.~ 
tion aa poasible. 

Yours 



Mra. Richard e'thcrlll 
P.O. Box 5'12 

i'uc on, Arizon 

• herUl: 

U&U•t "'· 1937 

I lncloa horoWith l tter dated 1\217 8 hich have received 
.trom our Berkeley dqucrt at Oallfornl , reaerdin(; the hihh 
is ln pows lon of • Pe.liner of' 411 Franei co. 'f.he copy of the 
.le~ter 1 a forwarded to you for your 1n~ tion. 

We are cry ma lnte:ros 
turthgr instructions. 

ln obt 1ning the~ end wait your 

With very k1.n4eat person l rege.rda, 

Slneer ly yours. 

Jc ee L. Nusbaum 
Qiperinten.dent 

By~~~---------~~-P e. ul R • ft'eD.ko 

!93P 

Inc ss1atant &~per1nt nden.t 



lulJ lS, 1937(/! 

Mr&. Richard ether!U ~ O {J ~ j 7 L 
Tucson, Arizona ~ ' 

I 

Dear ma. etherill: 

I 1nnloae herewith a letter dated ~ul7 8 which we have received 
trom our Berkeley Heo.dquartere at Cal1.torn1a, regarding the ~ whicb 
la in poneession of l.h-. ?aimer or n .ir;a.ncieco. The copy ot the 
letter 1s torwarded ror your 1nfor~.at1o~ . 

e are very much interested in obtaining the r!Itlc:l:ly and await yo-.rr 
turther inatructtona. 

1th very kindest personal r esarda, 

Inc. 

cc rbr/~ 
" 

Sincerely yuura • 

Jesse L. Nusbaum 
Superintendent 

BY--...-------~~~---
Pau l R. Franke 
.lssi~tant Superintendent 



superintendent 

UNIT ED STATES 

DEPA RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
F I ELD DIVISION OF EDUCATION 

333 HILGARD HALL UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

May 5, 1937 

Mesa Verde National Park 
Colorado 

Dear Mr. Nusbaum: Attention: J4r. Paul Franke 

In reply to Mr. Franke's letter of April 26 concerning the D1UlllllY 
now in possession of' Mr. Pal.mer or San Francisco, I spoke to Mrs. Palmer 
and lea.rned that Mr. Palmer is out of town and will not return until 
about the middle of' the month. At that time I will communicate with him 
again and try to get the Dnl1llDY off to you. 

Sincerely yours , 

Dorr G. Yeager, Acting Chief 
Field Division of Education 

By: Alden B. Stevens 
Assistant Acting Chier 

MAY 101937 

RECEIVED-





UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

April 11, 1957 t o March 2f5, 19?>8 

IMPORTANT 
This file constitutes n pnrt of tho official records of the 

Nationo.I Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 

All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 

to observe those rules, which n.ro necessary to protect tbe 
integrity of tho official records. 

ARNO B. CAMMER.ER, 
0 ... --,.,,...........,. 0-7• 10 Direc.f,qr . 

FILE N0. 853-05 
Palmer Relics 
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Vl~ERN MUSEUM LABORATORIES 
331 BWlABJ> HALL, BEaKELE!, CALUO.HNIA 

March 261 1938 

BupedDtenden t ... 
Mesa Verde National Park f ~ 1:1· U.:.:. J-'·· , ..1 

Coloftldo /) 0 .. •:i"" LI I 

(:) <V 1:;· 

On Much 25 we abippsd to you, by freight, one crated geolog1 
oaae aad two boxes eonta:lntng the Palmer collection. The Pol.mer 
aoUect1on us desci;ibed as being "fossil.a" on account of the great 
difference ID freight rates. 

With regard to your night letter ot laaroh 251 As the lllWmD1 was 
alnadT compl~ packd. alUl since Anael,lall•s trip was wicerta.la, 
the 11J11D1 waa ·enclosed 1n ona of the bona. On your receJ.Ving this 
&hlpment you ~U t1ud on one eud ot' the ll1UIDm1 case two acreua which 
allow a &Wl.· end pioce on.d tho end pane ot glass to ba taken out. 
Tbe ~ ~u aovwed m. th cheese cloth over which a.re two lqera ot 
cottoa. :Ofer this is more cheese cloth and tha a JJ.ne of excelsior to 
hold the. contents of' the oaae entirel.J firm. We did our boot to pack 
the entil'e··~~ction as aafel.7 aa ~amble, but tJliall be very u.rud.ous 
to ·het.tr of 1ta arri."811.n good oand1t1on. 

I ·, 

We br.vit a£.ven Sr. Palmer an 1temiced reoe1pt, "QOV~ hia entire 
co.J,,leott.Of(. We acloae tbio receipt to you tor your· lo.formation • 

. '.~?' I .,, . ·~ 

/ 
/ Sincorely ,o'ura, 

EAG1'?8'U"8 iJiS9900_ Itt1mized . . 

,4etJ~ipt1on of Palmer Collection, 
. . ,, .• ~Jot letter to Mr. Palmer, and 

B/L i-.379896 covering shipment of 
· Palmer coUection, in dup. 

WJL1 Dl 

Dorr G. Ieager1 Assistant Chief 
MDeeum Division 

William J. Lippincott, 
Acting Assistant Ohiet 

·,_ ... ':"_.;. r:.,~_A 

. 
l .. 

~,,, 



.. u ,v• '"·' ' na.w. l\l't'tU .. 1..lAlt. :>ULuE:.110.SS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING lTS s~;nnn: IZOl·S 

\. 

WESTERN 
J 

Cl.Ass OF SERvtcs SYMBOLS 
-- _DL•O.ylct= 

I Thlt Is a full-mtc 
Tdcgrum or Cable- ..__!::'\~ - Nlaht Mo:All;o 

C unlc..a lta de· 

UNION 
i-."t..-h'l;ht l..cutt 

Cm:d character ls ln· 
LC .. Di:fi:tnd Cable dic:atcd by n suiwle '--

symbol above or pre- 1'.1.T-Cable N!,:ht Lcae:-
ccdina the ad~ 

/ II. L WHITll H &WCOM8 CAiii.TOH • ( 3 6 ) .II ~ - shtp RJ,o;;; 
PAUIOCHT CM.AlflMAN 0 ,. TH• 90AJU) ,,., .. ..,. 

The llllna Umo ahown in the d&teUneon ~and dq~ bSTANDA.RDTIME a t point of orici:i- Time of receipt ill STANDARD TLME atpolnto! dartination. 

R~eived at 2125 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, Calif. Telephone BErkeley 4321 

. Y1 9C 29 DL GOV T XC:: MANCOS COLO 25 11 32A 
I 

ACT ING CHIEF WES TE RN LIUSEUM LABORA TORY= 

332 HILLGARD HA LL 1 

RETEL 24TH SUGGEST YOU IJMEDI ATELY COMTA CT ANSE L HA LL . 
WHO IS DUE AT PARK SOON REQUEST ING HE BR ING MU MM Y ALO NG 

OR ON LATE R TRIP· SH IP BA LANCE PA LMER COLLECT ION VIA 
FRE IGHT: 

FRANKE . 

24. THERE IS NO OEPE:O."DADl.E SUBSTITUTE FOR WESTERN UNION TIME , 



ST~DARD FORM No. I.CA 
APPROVED 8Y nm PRISIDENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

--- o-nM 

SUPERINTENmm 

WESTERN UNION 

NIGHT LETTER 

MF.SA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 
MANCOS, COLORADO 

~~l. y~f.Lt(f 
FROM INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 8° 3 'S --o~..­

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
BUREAU __ 3..Jl BILGARD ™• BEJ!m·EY -------

. RmULAR 
CHG. APPROPRIATION ------------------------

BEBKEI.EY, CALIF. MARCH 24, 19.38 

ATTENTION DON WATSOI .REURLm' JANUARY TWENTININTH PALMER COLLECTION NOW 

PACKED IT IS QUITE HEAVY BUT A NUMBER OF ARTIFACTS ARE EXTREBLY FRAGILE AND 

MUMMY WILL NOT STAND MUCH JARRING (STOP) AS THE BILL OF LADING IS CHARGED 

TO YOU PLEASE INDICATE YOUR PREFERENCE FOR EXP.RESS OR FREIGB'l' 
.. .. LIPPINCOTT 

Confirmation NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
-~e 

Yellow 

Phoned w.u. 4r50 .3/24/38 DJ 

·FILE COP'( 



f.ESTERN MtJSEUl! .i.ABOBATQRIES 
3)1. BlLQtaiJ) BALL1 BERULEX, CALIPORNIA 

larch 26, 1938 

Yr. s. L. Pal.mer 
171 ICenwood. Wq 

Saa J'rancisco, Oallfornia 

Pear Br. Paliner1 

:&lclo8ed 1011 vUl find a :receipt coverinS the collection ot 
a..-ute.cts and bDmen remains wblch ,.ou are lomdng to Mesa Verde 
Batlonal Perk. Thie receipt covers tho itema as packed by ue and 
obeoks mractlT wt th the Uat which JOU tumiahad to ua. We wUl 
make 8ft17 effort to aeo that the entire collection arrives at 
Meae. Verde in good condition. 

We appreciate the value of this oollection ud Join td.th 
llesa Vde Bat1onal Park in tbanking you tor 1our genel'O\&S loan 
of lt. 

81ncerely yours, 

(Receipt enclosed) 

ULtN 

cc: Supt. Mesa Verde Nat'l Park 

Dorr o. leaga, Assistant Chief 
Museum Division 

William J. Lippincott 
Acting Asaiatant Chief 

' ... -~ . . ~ ~ 



LIST O.F OBJEt,'TS RtSCrtlVED i tO!J • L. PAWlili A.'ID PliCKLD 
BI EEST.EHN WoEDU 1.A8JBA1'0BIES F'OR la& \'ER.DE lt!TlO ,,.L PA.rut 

l. Mumy 
2. steel •ton, &by 

' · Eoit 4, il'l'Olfl$ 
;. Cloth 
6. Varioua Ut1tc..ri&l.a 
7. Sk11ll 
8. Pottery Botd 
9. Timber .. ect.ion 

lQ. l imber Section 
ll. Tiod Stou P 
12. .t oof ?ltUit M.ng 
lS. Pitcher 
u. $rJ.6tll Tra.f 
i;. &aall Jua 
16. Bowl 
17. Bo•l 
18. J'Ui 
19. Bowl 
20. Dowl 
21. Bowl 
~. Bo l 
2.3. ~o l with Wicile 
24, Pitcher 
25. Cover for Pitchnr 
26. .Pitch.er 
'r!. Vaoe 
28. Uug 
29. J.Qp 
;O. I.511.P 
,l. Duolt Shaped Dish 
J2. .Duolt Shapod Di.eh 
J). L&AU.o 

· ;4. Pi tabor 
35. Pitcher 
J6, JU& 
37. bowl 
38. Bo l 
.)9 , bowl 
40. -
4l• Can.teGn 
42. Di.eh 
4.3. Bowl 
44 • .Pitcher 
45. Pi t.olte.r 

~----

46. Bowl 
47. F.lo.t. Grl:nding vton 
4a. Pl tchor 
1.9.,, Lod 
50. Bolll 
51,. Cor-~ t.;ed Dieth 
52. CorrUGeta<l D1~h 
5)~ Corl"'U.bD t.. Di:ah 
54. Cort'llg&ted Li h 
5S'" Oorr~iateO. D1oh 
;G. Cor rugat.ed Lish 
57. Cor~at9d Lish 
'8t Corn e.t.ed Diob 
59. Corrut,Cf.ted Diah 
60. Bowl 
6l.. Lamp 
62, bowl 
6)- bo l 
64. J;o l. 
6S. Bowl 
66. Boll'l 
(7. • 
68 ~ Pip& 
69 .. ~ Di&h 
70,. Spoon 
71. SkUll 
7~. t>ton" Tool 
7'J. Pr~ Sandt.i.le 
7 4. Crindin& Stone 
75. GrincUntt 5tono 
76. Stone Tool 
77. Jtone Tool 
7$. ~ tone Tool 
79. ~tone 1Jc.;!lor 
8(). St.one ~mer 
8l. dtone HtwL~er 
82. Stone Bt.nmoer 
SJ. Grinding Tool 
84. • llell u 1ade 
85. <»ht!ll Bee.d.s 
86. 
SI• ac>ne Tool e (6) 
as. 
89. 

91 . Pottery Jui 
92. Po~ .. '!'S oowl 
93. Sowl. 
94. Bo\1l 
95. Do5l 
96. Pitcher 

90. ;;hBll & TurGuoi ae Beads 



FFB 2 19~fi 

UNITED STATES 

D~PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE " i 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK g 3 '3,. 0 ~ ---··i ·---1 

COLORADO J'anuary 29' ---1--
1 
~-~ 

i A~suurn , 
:·;~;_r-- . -

western MUseum Laboratories 
National Park service 

331 Hilgard Hall 
University of California 

Berkeley, Calif. · 

near Mr. Yeage.r: 

Enclosed you. will find a copy of a letter from :Mr. s. L· palmer, 171 
Kenwood Way, san Francisco, concerning a collection ot artifacts and human 
remains that he is loaning to Mesa verde National park. 

This collection consists of a muIDDJy, miscellaneous skeletal fragments, 
pottery -and other artifacts that were collected by Mr. Pilmer• s father in 
the southwest back about 1895. Many of these objects are very gragile and 
in. •Order to be shipped by freight will need to be very caretully packed. 
since we can not come out to supervise it we will appreciate it very much 
it you can ~aka care at the packing and shipping of this collection. 

Enclosed is a bill ot lading that will cover the shipment and we will 
take care of any expense you incur in the packing. 

In his letter Mr. Palmer states that he has some photographs and data 
relating to the places where the things were tound. These are extremely 
important to us so will you get everything ot this nature encl include it 
w1 th the shipment. 

we are instructing Mr· palmer tod~ that you are going to call for the 
collection so I em sure that you will find everything in readiness. 
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Mr. Paul R. Franke 
Asst. Superintendent 
Mesa V9 rde National park 
Colorado. 

Dear Sir: 

COPY 

i :. ,; ·-- . ' ,_, '.· 8 I\•• 
•.._ .... 

sen Francisco, Jen. 24, 1938. 

we have your letter Of necember 17, 1937, explainiDg 
the conditions under which loans are received by the park 
Department end as these conditions are satisfactory to us 
we are returning herewith two signed copies of the loan 
agreement. 

In previous correspondence we had mentioned that we 
were desirous that the specimens be placed on exhibition 
and we now feel quite sure that you will find a consider~:, 
able portion of the collection of interest and value in 
your museum. 

We have sane photographs together with data relating 
to the location v.here this archeological material was found, 
all of which we will gladly furnish you if desired. 

-~The:materials or _this collection will be available to 
your Berkeley ~~seum Division for packing at any time con­
venient to you. 

Yours very truly, 

s. L. palmer, 
171 Kenwood Way, 
San Francisco, Calif. 



c 0 p y 

6. 

OUT'J • ~/ .~ '.l V' • 

3igned ( S . L. Pa.lmer) 

• 
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ir------

Mrs. Riobard Wetherill 
Tucson, ~U-izona 

Dear Mrs. aetherill: 

( 
\ 

. July 

JU!. 1 n 1 ~:n 

-I· y EAG_fll . -··-!·----'·: 
i 

-·· j ..... ~ .. - . . 
i -- .J.. . .. I .. 

I I 

.., ..µ.~37 . -· ··-· [. __ --
1 

·:·/·---. - . 
I 

! .... i- .. ·~· 

F!U ------.J 

r inoloee herewith a letter dated July 8 which we h:.rve received 
trom our Berkeley Headquarters at California, regarding the D?U.'lll!IY which 
is in ,possession of lfir. Palmer of San Francisco. The copy of tho 
letter is forwarded for your information. 

We are very much interested in obtaininc;, the rnurnmy and awni t ;rour 
further instructions. 

i'dth very kindest per-sonal rcgn..rds, 

'31nc~rely yours, 

Jesse Lo Nusbaum 

Bycz;rr?~ 
Paul .a. Franke 

Inc. .;.ssistant Superintendent 

~r. 7eVi.ie.,, ;/,,/ 



7;ESTinN !JUS1?.G!~ ~J .. P.O!~f.7tlJ:I·--w.S 
sci HTI..CH.P.D ~~Al,!,, n;.;nr.F'.I., i!X' CALIF1)H~'.IA 

Acting Superlntandent 
U'ioH;o. V vrde Nr.i t lonal Park 

Col ore.do 

Denr i,tr. Frrnke: 

-­.. ,.. ') iJ.~ .• '). 

• L 

July 6, 1937 

So:!!o tL7:'e ago •e recoi·h1C. a co'.:l"!itinicc.tion fro:: 'JC".l l'ec;:!rcil:;; e. 
r.1u-:Jrny "3'hi<~h is in the poesessio!1 of ?fr. f. L. Pd::ler .,f' Sc.n F'n:rld.sco 
Emr.1 is intended for the Mesa Verde !iuneu~. Whiln Mr. St.!wnns v:ilf.l 

in Mosa Vorde you ~ade :Urther reference to thifl ".netter r..nr: sir:(!e his 
return ll"e htvo c.·ntn.~t'?d ~r. ?al~er i1:. r9g' r.:5 tc it. 

Mr. P~1lm9r t·:)ll!: U:} that ha i1:: ;·:;~itir:f~ to h<~ar fro::; hie si~tor, 
Mrr.. "f.'etherill, concerning the mu.:rmry and does not ~·~.ish to ·:~!:.ke any 
!:.ecision on it until he h~s hes.re !.'ro~ !'lcr. He etnteE :urther thflt 
it is his under~tendtn.g that the !!ttl!ll.'llY will be a. loan to ~"le iit~ti,mel 
Park Service and not an out1•ight gift. 

Mr. Pal'Jl-:;r will contact us when be b ready to CO!:lplete the 
negotiations i;..nd 'ITO will in?or.n you when tr,is ta'-:P.s ;}lnce. 

Sincerely your!", 

Dorr G. Ye~iger, A.sdstr.rnt Chle!.' 
!\tuseu~ Ci ''~!.~!_r,~. 

c? QJ? 



Mr. Alden Bo Stevens, 
Asst. Acting Chief. 
National Park Service. 
Berkeley, Calif o 

Dear Sir;-

) ; ,. . I ·' 

San Francisco, June 7, 19370 

.IUN 8 1937 

__ -1-~EA_GEH -~{L 
i 

- t ·- -- - -- ---
. / "] 

... ·--!-------·- --·-

. ·- ]_ --. . -l : 
I 
' 

- -·l-- - - -·---1--
___ , __ --- ---1·-

-- ... -. . 1·-. 
I • - -- !-~·· 

. ANrnERrn : 

'

---,- ·-·-- ------. 1-
. I FILE : 

Upon my return from the East I found your letter of 
May 5, regarding the transfer to Besa Verde National Park, 
certain cliff dweller relics that I have in my poseseion. 

I am communicating with my sisters who jointly own 
this small collection and when I learn their wishes in this 
matter, I will be pleased to communicate with you aga.ino 

Yours very truly, 

µ__.lo~. 
S.LoPalmer. 
171 Kenwood Way, 
San Franciecoo 



( 

1.2.y 5 , 198? 

l:?· . s. 1.. . Pal.mar 
l ?l. Itemrood ·ay 

Gun lfru.."loin::o, Csllt<.1rnta 

I epolto \11th Ul:'a . Pal.milr on tho tolophono yesterday o.nd learned 
th!:.t you 'V::luld be out ot to-.m until about tbc r..1.ddle or the coutb. 

we rove a letter rron r.:r .. Pe.'11 Franke, ettns SUpurlnten.dent or 
s=:i Verde ?etion!!l Park, r~.._uaotiDG ue to obtni.n trcD you n ~· 

vi iah, t..c: un49rtiteoo fror.i t:i•c.;. '1.cbn.rd etherU.l, is to be given to 
th!l 'n!'JBeur ... 

It you lTiU be fJO good llG to .concunice.to t11.th ue on your :roturn, 
wo can conaul:t rurtbeir about tbi tte:r . 'l'ha telapbono nm:iber ot 
tbiG ofr1co 1s AshberTy cooo. local 412. 

51naoroly youra. 

Dorr G. Yca.ge!' > .A.e·ting Ohiei' 
Field D1vio1on of Ednimt:l.on 
Uetionnl Perk Servica 

By : Aldon n. Stevens 
.h.Ba1Gtnnt Aat1ntl: Cbtet 



May 5, 193'1 
~ ;, 

SUparintenelent : .· . ,"\ of \; 

rE.aaa Verda National Park i 3~v .,./;: 
Colorado . 

Attention: Mr • .Paul ifranke 

In reply to Mr. 1Pranke's letter of A,pril. 26 concerning the mutml11 
now in possession Of Mr. Pal.mar or san Francisco, l SiOke to Mrs. Palmer 
ud learned tbat Mr. Pal.mar is ou:t or tom and will not return util 
about the middle ot the month. At that time I will oommUllicate w1 th him 
again and try to get the ~ Oft to you. 

r, . ·-- ~ 

Sincerely y011l'G, 

Doft' G. Yea:;er, Acting Chief 
Field A>tvtaton of .Education 

By: Alden Bo Stevens 
AGsistant Acting Chief 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAi- PARK 

MANCOS, COLO. 

April 26, 1937 

i\ PR !10 1937 

YEAGER 

Dorr Yeager, Acting Chief, 
Field Division of Education, 
National Park Service, 

I ANSWERED ·--1-------··--
1 mE 333 llilgard Hall, 

University of California, 
Berkeley, California. 

Dear Mr. teagen 

I enclose herewith copies of correspondence from Mrs. Richard 
Vletherill, of Tucson, Arizona, and our letter to Mr. s. E. Palmer, 
of 171 Kenwood Way., San Francisco, California. 

We should appreciate it very much if your ofi'ice will arrange to 
obtain the museumme.terial (mummy) as described. in this correspondence, 
and prepare it for fhipn.ent to Mesa Verde. Upon notice i'rom your office, 
we shall prppare bill of lading and send it to you immediately. 

It vrould be appreciated if you could give this your e~rly attention, 
as I understand that the museum at the Uni -varsity of Ariz ma has already 
approached Mr. Palmer and is making an effort to obtain the mummy for 
their own display. 

As you will note, the mummy was found at Montezuma Castle, and our 
intent1.on, of course, .is to obtain it for the Service and in time, when 
the proper situation develops, it will be returned to its original 
resting place at Montezuma Castle National Monument. 

Sincerely yours, 

(?(?,_~iv Y~Fra.nke, 
Acu ng Superintendent. 

Enol-405371 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Mr. S. L. Palmer, 
171 lemmod 7ro.y/) 

MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

MANCOS, COLO. 

April 26• 1937 

San F'rtUloisco# Ce.lifornia. 

I em encloging her-ewith copy of a letter of Apr-ll 11~ 1937, 
£nml ?-irs. aiehard ~1etherill, of. tua·son, Arizozm., whiinh is aelf­
explanatoey ~ 

A.a we ero cleairoue of having the m~ in our park !.llUBeum 
here~ I -am instructing the B&l"keley ofi'io1il of the ~ational Park 
3.arvice to oonta,ot you Ci\nd recei-va the mummy for paok:i.n&. and ship­
ping to Mes.a ·verde. A o~py of ii;irs. 'Jfetherill's letter is being 
sent 'tilem., and it W'ill be prea-entad to you a.a their au'Ulwri-ty £or 
.r~ceiving the ~ for this park. 

l?aul n. Franke, 
.r:\@id.ng Superintend~nt. 



0 _ ... 



Mesa Verde National Park 
Colorado 

Date fx.{*C < 7 , bJ. &, o 

Memorandum 

To: Museum Accessi on Files 

From: Chief Park Archeologist 

Subject: Government ownership of Accession No. c.2..3 / 

The material in this accession has been: 

Donated 

Placed on Permanent Loan 

Placed on Indefinite Loan 

Deposited by Federal Seisure Order --
in the Mesa Verde National Park Museum. 

The terms of this donation v loan are: 

D6215 

£, <4-:1-="4.J <Z=zV ~ <!&<LeA-Zi~ ~Iii"&-~ 



ACC. 231 

Catalog # Object 

Transferred to Montezuma's Castle National Monument: 
2404 3f71 3230 3236 - 1 piece retained 
2452 3178 3231 3237 
2454 3207 3232 3238 
2484 3229 3233 3289 

Transferred to Casa Grande National Monument: 
2388 2389--

Transferred to Navajo National Monument: 
1992 2400 2443 2738 
2395 2438 2717 3203 
2397 2441 2725 

Transferred to Chaco Canyon National Monument: 
2385 2402 2415 2427 2440 2711 
2386 2403 2416 2428 2442 2746 
2387 2405 2417 2429 2444 2899 
2390 2406 2418 2430 2446 3227 
2391 2407 2419 2431 2447 3228 
2392 2408 2420 2432 2448 3234 
2393 2409 2421 2433 2449 3235 
2394 2410 2422 2434 2450 3288 
2396 2411 2423 2435 2453 
2398 2412 2424 2436 2478 
2399 2413 2425 2437 2479 
2401 2414 2426 2439 2485 

Mesa Verde Material: 
--2217 

2383 
2445 
3236 

Sandal, yucca cord 
Sandal, yucca cord 
Stone axe, notched, single-bitted 
Cloth fragment, cotton (Retained 1 of 5) 



ta-. s. L. Pal.mer 
171 .iCne1'004. Wey 

Ca Francisoo, Calite 

Dear l6r. 

Tb.e e.roneologioal lll8.teri~l that. you recently loaned to Ueaa Ve;:de r:at1onal 
Park ~a& been reo ivvd and I ~ant to take tills opportunity to exproea our 
approoib~1on for your genorooity in turnilbj this mo•t intereatlng ool leotion 
over to uu. 

So:ne ot the art1eie6 are exoellent and will bo workoG into our eXbi bita 
at the fil•at opport·1'lity. :."ha Clumc!1 111 ot course B prize aa 1t 1s certainly • 
a~lendid example ot pr~aervation. It •ill be p~t on dio~lay imaiediatnly an4 
will add a great deul ot interest to our burial eX!libito. We are 1ntereete4 
in tile ~o or .. i.e little boy a't tlle time ot death and wtU ho.ve dentist and 
doctors endeavor to de,Qllltine it rron the teeth. 

All ot the articles reaoh•d ua 1n good condition aa they had been very 
carefully paclced. '"' will oata.log tllem and otore them in our .f'ireproot 
oaaee so that they •ill be prea~rTed tor all time. All e.rticlea that we plaoe 
on exhibit will , ot oourae, be ore41ted to you • 

.tn recent ye~re .::fl.ll7 ot these fine old colleotlona haYe been returned to ue 
e.nd th•Y all h•)v in reconatruct1ng the s'ory ot ancient man in th1• region. 
ile r .. 1, naturally, 'that they have the moat Talue here where they are available 
to acientiGta tor study un4 where thousand• ot people can aee and ehjoy them. 

It ia because or this that we reel deeply 1~debted to you. l run sure you 
haT• had a strong eentime~tl teel1ng about the r;ollect1on because or the manner 
in ~hioh you obtained it, and I know you must na•• deliberatad a greRt deal 
betore you came to t bo deoieion to eend it to u.a . fe are deeply appreo1at1Te 
ot your generosity acd truat that you will v1eit ua in t he near tuture to see 
the colleotion in tis new home. 

You haYe Aaaiatant Superintendent Paul H. 8rAnke4 e aol:cnowledeecent ot 
Dececnb r 17 , and l.ir. William J . Lippinoott•a itemized reeet~t or L!aroh P.G. 
~ho•• two and t r. is letter will ee"e aa receipts tor the t;!l ecti:>n. 

Yours -Yery truly 

lease L. lfoebaum 
Super1n,en4an' 

~ 
uon~~·at•a~a~n-------

J unt or Park Naturalist. 



UNITED STA T ES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA V ERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO J'U.Ua:r'J 89 I l 988 

rgai rn ~&eLUt U.ufll"•tori•• 
N tio:nsl fa.1:Ji;: .ierv11J• 

331 H1l&orJ ill 
o 1 vers.l ty of Cal 1tcrD.1 

&:1r lay, ~a11r . 

u~ r • ....-i ~ 

olo~e~ you ·ill ~ind copy or b letter tr r . s . L. palmor, 171 
'en•o"4 ~~T. O<.t.~ vr~~~ieoo, conoe:n1UG a coll ct1on ot 1i.4t1r ~t• nd h~ 

r ins tt.ct l·o i8 lOEt..:liDQ to • •rde h'atiO.itll ark. 

rhi• coll otion consiata of ~ ·1• r.iaeo~lbnevMG ekslote.l fr~930n'•• 
potte.17 tr.d otller ti.tao'• that re coll oted by r . p~•a t ther tn 
ti.:• southsen b o, bout lfJ95. ·ruo..ir ot tlieee o jact re 'fl)ey ~ 11• tmd 
1A c1 er '\.o be a• in e:t ;.;~ tr i M 1S1ll UM .. d ~" b$ 'fttry c refu.l.ly pecked. 

1noo we con not oOtW out to sup r•iae 1' o ill cppreciat it Yery c~ 
1r 7ou c8ll tru:e o re of t:iG pac~1na and Gti !~ or thia coll o i ou. 

Enclosed 1• e bill ot lacU~ U.e t will \Jover tile abi 
'\.eke ~Cl"~ or uny expolluo 1ou incur in t~e ~ackiu~ . 

t nd e •ill 

In ~is l<ct ~ .... ) rJ.~~r E1.'"t"1• tt. 'l. h lwt> 8000 ·t.ctuora'" i.:c. And da'a 
rel unc tt. tho ~l eea lore t.t• tbitc~ o;-o i'ow.:::.d . » · oac N ••t... 11 
irort t ·to u ilC will ycu cet -everything ct tli1G t:llturo r..tl~ includa 1 \ 
with the ell1pr:L'r..t. 

•are 1natruot1n -r. el~or to fJ:J ttct you vre 60in() to c~ll for tt• 
cclleotiou o 1 em ~ur• tbet you will !ind ovor7tlluc in I~cdin ea . 

It th1~ ~olleot!on pro1'9• to b~ lurge tbe p6okir..g e.y tu:ru into tu1t• 
a job aod youm ure tbat •••ill feol d•c 11; do~~cd to you ror ie.tc-

ing ccre ot it t'or aa. 

P ul Re nke , 
"'uperintendon t . 

SY __ ~~~~~~~~ 
Don E.t&cn, 
Jur.ior P k Neturelt·t. 



• 5 . L• Palmer 

UNITED STATES 

DEPART MENT OF THE INTER IOR 

NAT IONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA V ERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO 

lfl K•mrocd at 
san rranotaoo, Oaltt. 

J'D ry 29t 1938 

Your l•'' r ot Jcm U8J'7 U, atating tha• you an dea11'ou• ot locning ycur 
rath•T"'e collection ot southwoe•en aroheologioal material to thia park, haa 
been r.oeived and w ar$ 'oder lutruot1ag ·r. corr Y•~&r, ot our ••t•rn 
MUae Labor&toriea in Berkeley, to oell tor tte ooll•ot1ou and eu erv1 .. th• 
packing ODd ~ t~~tag. 

Th• te.bora~ory h..l• •xoellent rac111t1ea tor auoh work ond you IUl7 feel 
aure tho• \ho oclleotlon wtll baYa tte beet ot cart. ~r. T• g•r ~111 probebl7 
take the thiflBB to tllo 1 borato17 and dg tll.• paokilij;; there. 

!'h• ptoto rapbs and data tho~ JfN. ent1cn o.r• estr el.y 1 po~lUlt to us 
•• eroh•ologio~l terlal le rath r cenn1nel•a11 unless we knew ~ h re it oem.e 
trom. It you will turn tbia mnteriol o••r to • Y• 87 be will a nd it to ua. 

Ao aeon • • • .reo•1v• tbe oolleo\1on 
ot \ be e.r'1olea ca rece1~t. 

111 n4 you n lt 1~6d llet 

In the early do:,ya m&nJ auot ooll,c11iona ero de tUld every yeor c ore nd 
oro ot lham come baok 'o "•· ·a L •• a tiDe muaeua, t he l r gaut in tho \­

ional park serT1ce, wi'b epl nd14 tao111t1•s t or storobe d d1•Pl81'. FrOm 
bat you any cbout the collection I am au?'6 that muoh ot tt .111 be wit ble 

tor d1sploy ~ oa a ud I •1no rely hope \hat you ill be bl• \o vt ait ue and 
••• tb• oollection 1n 1ta new h~. 

Olll" a•tonda.nc• l ea\ aeaaon sea 20.1'11 4 oh ••aeon it gr a • t• 
\houaen4 ao ycu can •• bow ~DY eopl• •111 a•• d enj07 your collection in 
'b• yeara to oed. It 1• rcr t.hi• naaon that •• 1'••1 ..uc.h. CQU ct1ona belong 
in muaeum.e 1.natead ot in pr1Tote llan4a here tbe7 M•11 1'/ ohly a re people. 

I cannot tell J GU hos ab•• appreciate 1our eneroatt7 in t~1a tter. 
IJt• •olleotlon 111 •&in cu to ua 4 will ac.\4 to our kA~ledge of tbe cn-
o1ent 1zu::eb1tenta of thie region. only bop9 t het you •111 be eble to Tiait 
ua in t .he n r tuture ao we oan expreae out' appreoid1on in ~raon. 

Your• v ry tl"U.17, 

p l lh ank• , 
s uperintend ni. 



• S• L. P laer 

UNITED STATES 

D EPARTMENT OF T HE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
M ESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO 

171 en.wood q 
an vrenoiaco, celit. 

Your lett r ot J Uarf "• •ta.Ung thai you are deairoua ot locniq your 
fa\ber•e collection ot southwoa•era roh•ol081oal material to tb1a park , bA• 
been r•c•lv•d and w ere todq ln truot1'DI ·r. oorr T•qor, ot our ••t.ern 

M\Dj L bo~a.torie• i~ B•l'keley, 'Co oa.ll tor ~be colleotion encl euparT1 .. th• 
peok1?16 Lnd eb1pn1DB• 

The Laboratory ha• •xoellent tac1l1t1•• tor euoh work 6.lld you .. Y teel 
sur. iho' tho ocllectloD •111 haTe tbe boat ot cc.re. rr. ye r •ill probebl7 
tu• tLe tb1r.ge to tllo 1 borat017 e.n'1 do tbe peokln& tllore. 

the photo 1"11.Ph• and cle.ta thnt :rou nt1on are o.t oly 1 • orte.nt to ua 
•• erch•ological terlal la rather n:ecn1nzlesa unl••• we know \'hero U Cam8 
trom. I f you will turn tbh t ritil oT•r to w-. t•ee•r h• will aond 1t to us • 

.A• eoo.. • we .rece1 ve t.he collection e ill end you 
ot t he crtiolea ce n rece1~t. 

U 1-od list 

Jn th• early d a 1 suob ~oll.e-'!t ion.a erft made nnd eveey 1• r ore .i:nd 
ore ot '1te:a come back to ua. • llave a ti:ie museum, the l r geGt in tho u t-

1one.l ~nrk serT1c•, witt eplend14 t eo111t1•a tor torace d d11ple.,y . J'r01!1 
bd 7ou •87 cbout t.he collection I em auM tJlat muah ot it will bo suitable 

tor d1apl.ey p oaH (11'1" l sin rely top• tbat ycu 111 be able \o 'tillit ue and 
••• th• ooll•otion 1u its oe t0:!39. 

our a$te11da.M• l at • •on waa 28,171 d. ch ••uOD n grove a t 
$houacm4 o ~ou C4ll •• how ~ eopl• •ill ••• d onJat your collootion 1n 
'h• years to oaw . 1i 1• for thia reuon that •• teal a.iah colleot1on• belong 
ia au..euma 1netoad or in pr1Yate han~a t•1• tbey ere ... n by o!ll.7 a tow people. 

l oannot. toll ou heM woh •• epprecia'• your seneroa1'7 111 Chia matter. 
Th• •olloction ill •an muoh to ua and will dcl to our ik.nowl•dc• ot the UD­

oient 1nheb1to.nta or tbia r•aton. - only bop• tbat 1ou will be able to Yi11t 
ue in ~· n tutur• ao •• oo expreaa eur epprec1at1on in pe,raon. 

P l R· :Franke, 
uperlnt•nd nt. 



STANDARD F O R M N o. 14 A 
APl'l!OYED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINC:SS- GOVERNMENT RATES 

Day lett er govt pai d 

Acting Chief , 
Western }faseum Labaratory, 
332 Hilgard Hall , Uni versity of California, 
Ber kel ey, California. 

FROM INTE. JR DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU ·--------~ ;;;__Ji I 
CHG. APPROPRIATION -------------------

l.Bllcoa , Colo. ?&lrch 25, 1938 

3 CJ I 

Retel 24 Suggest yo\1 immediately contact Ansel Hall who is due at Park soon 
requesting he bring mummy alone or on later t rip period Ship balance Palmer 
collection vi,, freight 

Frenke 



STANDARD FORM N O. 14A 
APl'ROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS-GOVERNMENT RATES 

FROM INTEi\ .,,R DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU -----

CHG. APPROPRJATION ------- --------------·· 

Berkeley, <:lalif . l.!srch 24, 1938. 

Superintendent - Attention Don Watson ~ / 
Reyourlet Januqry 29 Pelmer collection now pacf:ed It is quite he"3VY but a 
number of articles ~re extremely fragile and mymny wi ll not stRnd much jarring. 
~s the hill l~ding is charg~d to you please indi~te your preference for express 
or freight 

Lii.Jpincott 



STAND ARD FORM No. 1-'A 
APPROVED BY THE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10. 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL. BUSINESS- GOVERNMC:NT RATES 

Superintendent 

FROM INTEF\ _...R DEPARTMENT 

EiJR£AU -------- -----------~------------------------

CHG. APPROPRIATION -----------·----

Berkeley , California. t.:arch 15, 1938 

Palmer relics will be shipped within few days on bill lading furnished by you 
some time ago stop Unless you wire us to contrary we will include on(e) 
geology case recently completed for you in same shipment '------------._ 

Dorr G. Yeager~~ 



.., 

STANDARD FORM No. I.CA 
APPl!OVED IY TME PREslDEHT 

MARCH 10. 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OFFICIAL. BUSINESS- GOVERNMENT RATES 

llS'l'.t:.P.!I UIIOI 

SOPERlllmlDENT 
MES! VERDI IATIGN&L Pill 

COLOIUDO 

FROM INTERIOR DEPARTMENT 
1.lTIC..lL PA.RI SD VI CB 
IEST!RI l&USEUI UBORATORIIS BUREAU --------------------------------------------. 

000 
CHG. APPROPRIATION ------------------------------

BWELEI, CAI.If. IARCH a, iase , 

i~~- ~5 I 

PWIEn anucs lltLL Bi SHIPPED ITHII J'AI DJ.IS OI BILL OF LADING FUmtISHED 

BY IOU SOAmTillE MlO (51.'0P) UHLBSS IOU IRS OS TO OONTRARI 

ONI QIDLOG?::CASI UCll!LI COJIPLl:T&I) IO.R !OU II· SAii S~ 

PU• Cop7 
Y•llO'lf Cow 

"7-0onf 1Z'Mt1Clll 

DGX1D1 

Dorr o. Ieaaw 
14TIOOAL P.a.RI SERlIC& 

WILL · ItlCWDI 

MESA VERDE NATIONAL Pt\RK .; 

MAR 1v 1938 



Mi-a. Richard etherill 
li'. v. Box 572 

i\icison. Arizona 

Dear •· Wetherill: 

AUG 5 19S/~~ 

I 1Dcloae herevith letter dated J"uly a hich • have recei•ed. 
tram our :Berkeley head.quarteJ:"a at California, regarding the mu1!mJ •"-~JJh 
is in po~Hs sion ot • Palmer or San hancieco. The copy of the 
l etier io forwarded to you tor y{1f],,Z 1ntomat1oD. 

We are VeJ7 much interested in ob,ain.ins the~ and ira.it yoar 
turther iuatructiona. 

With ver1 kindeat personal regerla, 

Inc 

Sincere}Jr 10ura, 

Jesse L. Jusbaum 
Saperintendent 

By------~~~----~--P a ul B. lrani.."'8 
Assiatant superintendent 

,. 



• 
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UNITED STATES ....__ A __ 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ;(/:>JkZ 
__ :;.:....1;~ ........ --""""'!""''='>,...._~--

N AT ION AL PARK SERVICE // 
MESA V ERDE NATIONAL PARK 7 

MANCOS, COLO. July 13, 193? 

p / 
,<\ "'\/ ,_... 
. ""'..) 

Mrs. Richard Wetherill <3 P'q...,..,,_ JUl. " ,4 ~ Tucson, Arizona (.. 
. , 

Dear M:i:e. Wetherill: 

I incloae herewith a letter dated July 8 which we have received 
from our Berkeley Headquarters at California, regarding the mummy which 
is in possession of Mr. Palmer of San Francisco. The copy of the 
letter is forwarded for your information. 

We are very much interested in obtaining the ~ and await your 
further instructions. 

With very kindest personal regards, 

Inc. 

~incerely yours, 

Bycj;=~ 
I Paul R. Franke 

Assistant Superintendent 



UNITED ST AT ES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

:~Irs. Richard ,.Yetherili, 
Tucson, Arizona. 

Dear Mrs. , etherill: 

MESA VERDt:: NATIONAL PARK 

MANCOS, COLO. 
July 13, 1937 

I enc l ose here-.; ith ~ le t ter dated July 8 which we have received from 
our Berkeley Iieadquarters at California, regardi:iJ; the munmy which is in 
possession of Mr. Palr.wr of San .L''rancisco. The copy of the letter is forwa rded 
for your infor~ution. 

".'ie are very much interes t ed in obtaininr; the mummy and a.ws.i t your 
further instructi ons. 

W'i th very kindest .personal regards, 

Encl. 
co.,Dorr Yeager 

Sincerely yours, 

Jesse L · lJ usbawn, 
Superintendent 

By 

Paul R. Franke, 
Assistant Superintendent. 



V1V' l.IOL1'vT bVHK 2Et:S/\IC.:t:: 

DEb\f1:6.Llt'JEIAl 01::. .LHE 11/U.EHIOH 

ONfiEO S"tXTES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WESTERN MUSEUM LABORATORIF.8 

351 HILGARD HALL, Bh'RKELEY, CALIFORNIA 
~-~-I 

July 8, 19{!2-
Acting Superintendent 

Mesa Verde National Park 
Colorado 

Dear Mr. Franke: 

Some time ago ~e received a commnnication from you regarding a 
mummy which is in the possession of Mr. S. L. Palmer of San Francisco 
and is intended for the Mesa Verde Museum. While Mr. Stevens was 
in Mesa Verde you made further reference to this matter and since his 
return we have contacted Mr. Palmer in regard to it. 

Mr. Palmer tells us that he is waiting to hear from his sister, 
Mrs. Wetherill, concerning the mummy and does not wish to make any 
decision on it until he has heard from her . He states .further that 
it is bis understanding that the mummy will be a loan to the National 
Park Service and not an outright gift . 

Mr. Palmer will contact us when he is ready to complete the 
negotiations am w-e will in.form you when this takes place. 

Sincerely yours, 

r G. Yeager, Assi ant Chief 
Museum Di vi on 

MESA VERDE NATIONi\L PARK 

JUL1 2 1937 

RECEIVED 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

MANCOS, COLO. 

April ?.G, 1957 

tlr . S. L. , 
1 n fAcm:ood y. 

Fro.ncisao, l!.tornia. . 

' Ill" r • lnc1· : 

I enclo3inc; herewith oopy of n lotter of pri1 ll, 1957, 
.fro.tl ra. \ :1 ~' · thcrill o!''l'uccon, itmnn, hio!l i ao:U:­
oxplrumtory . 

13 doeir-.ous ot htlvln.:; tho r;i~ in our park o 
c,, I m::i inotruot1113 the Berk loy office of t tiono.l Park 

rvice to CDntnct you nnd r col tho for ckins c.nd allip-
Pins to de . A copy of a . th rill' lotter i being 

t tha:l, and it will be prot.entod to you their uthor1ty for 
iving tho ~ for thic pnrk. 

Very truly YDu.rB, 



Wi n 1 
bolo Gd 
wilU?lil; to 

~ 
cent to f • 

otoe hut 

• 



• 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

Dorr 1.-. i;e1·, ctin.; Chief . 
Field Division $' ~cucation, 

IIati al Pn1·k SC'•'""°1.ce , 
3S3 ail~d llall , 
Univ..-rsity of Calii'ornia, 
Borkeley, calif arnia . 

MANCOS, COLO. 

APP. 2. 1937 µ 

I enclose herewith eo"Oiee of corres ondence f'rco. llru. Ricliard 
""ethorill , of !uoson, Arizona , and our lett .. to .r . s. E. Palmer, 
0£ 171 Kemood o.y, San Francisco, CalU'o1 .io. . 

uch if your ofrice ·11 arrt}."'lgcto 
~s deaori.bo~ in thi& corro~nde~cq, 

erde. Upon notice ro:i yoW" office, 

lo ahould appreciate it wrr 
obtain the cuse\r!l r:uiterio.1 (mw:-u..,) 
and prepu"e it for srl.p:ie::.' t ~-esa 

we shall prppa.re bill of 1 .co "It ni; and nd it to you ediat~l:i-- · 

It wuld be q ?prcoiatotl if you ooul<l gi 70 this yo\&l' oarly attention, 
o.s I understru:~ hat tbe museum at tho Univeraity of Arizma has alreo.dy 
approached ar. Palmer and is DakiDg an effort to obtain the ~ for 
thoir ~ display. 

As you iill note ., the mumtly s i'olm.d at ontozUllA Castle, and our 
intention., of' oourao, is to obtnin :t. for the Service and in tb.e , whon 
the proper ai\;u:ltion develops, it -ill be returned to its Ol"iginal 
re!ltiDS placo :..t l!onte z. stl"3 .. : .... tiunal :_onws nt. 

Sincerely youra , 

JPe.ul R· Fr nke, 
ti. n& Supcrintcndcmt . 

Encl-406371 

-
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CLASSIFICATION OF ITEMS I CATALOG NUMBERS I GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

~~~~~~~- ) !-::-~---,..~..,,.--~~~~~~~ 
l blk. on • ladle, rattle haildle. · .. ~ vttarge be·.el type. 
1 b.rge~ brovnieh water bottl~. ~)~;11rT<>"~.., .. .1o1..1.#.M•h' la~vnt HoJ>i t-.ype--t!!fty 1* e.ncie 

l poliehed black stone axe, n tched. ~lll'l-~ Single bi t ted. 
l sto?"te axe, black, -:!- groovedt' ~.El. ~ i+M'" !s i ngle- bitted. 

1 worked stone implecent, use unkno'~ ~6" Long, round---bluntly pointed. 
l paint grinder. ~ Dish shaped of red sandstone. 
l Sandstone hammer. -:..~ groove.4if. 
1 ,,, ,l ·~ ,i 
l:_jiammer etone. 

CONDITION OF GIFT- LOAN­
EXPED!TION, ETC. 

- - -------··-· 
l £rooved ~rrow s~cother. 
l very broad meno. 
l ekeletou or tiny be.by. 
1re.gr•:&nte or eo:tt<>n bl.e.nket . 
l ekull cf 6 or 7 yr. old ehi 
3 Io ·er ~awe ot ch.:ldren. 
Deii eated foree.rme of young 

5; mse . etone.1. shell, bone a 
turquoise bead.5. 

1500 tiny black beads. 
Fragment.a ot cotton cloth. 

1.: mummy of. a 2 yr. <>ld child. 
Catton blankets from child mummy. 
l metate- -open end, shallow trough. 

\_ 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT DOCUMENT FILE 

!Skull and l scapula missing. 

~aw missing. 

Restrung• 4-0 inchos long 
~'35"J:i;.,,.. ,. To NIONr4'c. e..nr / 4 

In glass Jar. 
~~~ ... :Je,.,,.To u1»r·&-:.~M Pueblo, male·-ti"ell preserved. 

f ~ /li ho"''" ~r.14 
~~$ Thin rectangular stone . 



DOCUMENT FILE 

~.J:r ... t •--ic!.in - - -Oy1.e';.te r· - "Ne:tare.list- file 

CONDITION OF GIFT- LOAN- l ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
EXPEDITION, ETC. 

Donatedi following Dr . Palmer s death; nd A 231 
permission given by his son t transfer the All items marked CC in pencil to the left 
items f~om Casa Grande, Monte 1 u.~a's Castle, of the catfog numbers are boxed atid bein 
Nava.ho and Chaco Canyon to th national held in ba ement of Nat . Hist . Mus . for 
monuments now in charge of th se ar eas transfer t Chaco Canyon Nat ' l . Mon. 

Five boxes ~11 items listed in envelopes 
stapled to sides of boxes . 

I 
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S. L. P.AL'.!ER COLLEC'l'IO! 

•eea Verde ational Park us 

ea" Verde ~·-o. Catalog r;o, 

2404 

2452 

2454 ~ 

2484 

3171 

3178 

fJ2CY/ 

3229 

3230 

)231 

3233 

3232 

3236 

3237 --._ 
3238 

3289 

AeceBaion • bm- 231. 

Object.. 

Root plaster, 2 piecea. 

Uiscellaneous wea1'1.n.r •terial•. 

Bowl, large red; in trapen ta. 

.ood, ebowing ue cute. 

5 tratprienta of arrow•. 

2 stones tied together with TUCca. 

Bow, email; broken. 

Skeleton of bab7; ekG.ll and acapula 
m.1.seinc; wrap..,ed in tragmmte ot 
cotton clot.h, V.Cat. o. 3230. 

Blanket, cotton; tragm.ent.a17; wrapped 
ske1.eton I.Cat.Ho. 3229. 

Skull; deformed; chUcla; jaw aiasing . 

Dessicated forearms or a child. 

Thr" jan ol children. 

Frapenta ot cotton cloth. 

M 1 ot 2 7ear old bo3. 

Cotton blanket• ; wrapp11\ge for 3237. 

Plece ot wood showing et.one axe marlca. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 

COLORADO 

_..,:tAN1um tor the Custot'ian, 
ontezuma Oaatl• F.oticnal onU'Oent. 

lust a briet, end long d layed, onner to ycur mmredua ot J'uu• 10, 
o011cerniD8 erUtaots that •J' ha• been toun4 w1 th the mJllll' in \he Pal­
mer collecuon. 

The only reaord tb t ca •1th tlte oolleotion waa a large ahdt llat­
ing all ot the ertl alee. A pbotogra])h1c oopy ot thia record ah••t wee sent 
to you end you will note {it TOU can r.ad t tin• print on thla poor aopy) 
that t ere io no am~ion ot th• pgin' ot orlg1l'l or of the aeaoc1et1on ot 
any or the ertit eta. be photO@'rapb ot the fU'aT• hi.dicatea here the 

was round 'but unleaa tbia picture ehcwe arU teats there 1a uo Wftf or 
lmow1ne Wbnt woa tound • 1th th• mwmY' 

Dr. al.J:cer ia dead and a inc• h1a 90n waa not on the •xl>*11 ti on there 
11 no poes1b111ty or learning am,.thiag troa tbat 41 reation. 

Don atson, 
Park "aturalh,. 

\ 



UN !TED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

?lonte~ur.o. Cas .. le 1~a':.io ... al !!on ....... ent 
Camp Verde, Arizona 

l!El.'ORANDUM f'or the Superinte~dent , 
~esa Verde Nat~onal Park. 

June 10, 1947. 

This is to report that the mwrany and other artifacts from the 
S. L. Pal~er collection was delivered in good condition to this ~cnument 
by Photographer GeorFe Grant and Archaeologist Charlie Steen on June 7 . 
The care with which the nn.:.mmy and ot er material was wrapped and care­
ful handling enroute effected delivery of ell items in fine shape . 

The ef'forta of iia.turalist Watson and of the l~esa Verde National 
Park staff in this matter are- thoroughly appreciated and we wish to 
express our thanks. 

We would like to display the rnumcy with its accompan~~ng arti£actc 
and would like to know if there is e:n.y ~~y of learning just what was 
found with it. 

cc : Regional Director, 
Region Three . 

Archaeologis~ Steen 

lmou .11 

Pl'fl:.111tl 

Stoute r 

Cllrt, Sttna. 

rllH 

_omer l:' • iiastiD{;S , 
Custodian. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MESA VERDE NATIONAL, PARK 

COLORADO 

'~-oC. I 

January 10, 1947. 

Attention: Regional Archeologist. 
VE'ORMIDW for the Regional Director: 

In 1938 tr . s. L. Palner, Jr., ot San Francisco, loaned to the ~esa 
Verde Uusewn a collection of about 100 artifacts and 20 photographs which 
his .rathnr had collected in l'arlous National Park areas ot the Soutbwest 
i n 1894-5-6. At that time it was stipulated that the collection should be 
kept intact at Jeea Verde. 

ihen the collect.ion was received it ... as f ound that only a small por­
t ion was from the esa Verde, the major portion being from Chaco Canron 
and 'ontezuma Castle with a couple or i terws trorn Casa Grande and eleven 
it~ s under the general neading or Northern Arizona . 

Becauee ot the fact that the collection had little display value in 
the J.lesa Verde lluGelllll, a request was recently made of ' r. Paliuer tor per­
mission to break up t he collection and send the various pieces to their 
point ot origin so greater use could be made of them. 

In a letter or Dece:i.ber 10, r. Palmer, who no• llve.s in Hammond, 
India11a , gav~ his consent to this and the lfutlonal Park Service is no" free 
to break up the collection nnd return the artifacts to t he areas trom. f;hlch 
the, were taken. A cop1 ot .!r. Pal.mar ' s letter is enclosed and it ill be 
noted t.~at he makes two requests. He iroul.d like the origin~l records of 
the collection ke?t intact, so that as far as the Depbrtment or t he Interior 
is concerned it nill be known as the s . L. Palmer Collect.ion. And herever 
the articles are displayed he wculd like credit to be given to the s. L. 
Palaer Collection. 

The collection consists of the following articles: 

From Mesa Verde: ~ J stone tools ,~ sandal$, l photograph. · 

From Chaco Canyon: 50 pieces of pottery, <1" stone tools, 40 inches of 
beads , 2 bone tools, ~lay pipe, 16 photographs. 

From llontezu:na Castle: 1 mumm,r / l skeleton, 1 skull , l bow, several 
arrow fragments , some cotton cloth and miscellan­
eous material, 2 photographs . 



Grande: 2 strings of beads, 15 and 21 inches in length 
reopectivel.y, l photograph . 

11 pieces ot pottery f roo the Kayenta region. 

ace tor.ace space is at a pretrlum in the Mesa Verde M11seum. and since 
collection haa little display value here e would be very happy to send 

artifacts to tne onuments from ;,hich they came. If you agree th.at this 
desirable we should like to have your s u.,,,gestions as to the best .method 

ot aending tbe articles to the vari ous areas. 

The oriiinal records of the collection can remain here in the ' e~a Vsrde 
tiles and duplicate copies will be sent to the Monuments. 

Enclosure - #1848994. 

TJ.!/Jp 

Don 'atson, 
Park Naturalist. 

2 



-Cl: 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

REGION THREE 

Fark J;aturalist a.tson, 
esa Verde l,ationa.l Park , 

Deru- Don: 

17, 1946. 

Ho feels it to e a.ck u.s t n.e old .man o!' the esa? I ' 11 eat 
you o.rc no ,ladder to be a civili n '_,ha.n I run, hm· ever, for I'm 
pretty nappy about vha whole thir • 

OJ 
The other aa.y/sus ense precipitated the old :t; ontozumu Castle 

~ummy deal into rtr'J diffident cus~ody nr,ain, and a~er talkin- it 
over with Jesse we decided that I write you to :'incl out the cituntion. 

l avr that I ' ve reviev:ed .t..he file , I see i;hat we went off half­
cocked b'.· understa.~1ding Jackson to say he ' d clee.red the tra.ns_er 
with you in converso.tion, an by not r•Jalizinb the case hini:-od on 
whether or not r.he Palocr lom'l could be converted into a. gift . 

iha.t do you t li!tlc should be done? Could ~,rou ai:proach l' . 1 almer 
to ob\;e.in pernission for ':;he mummy .;o be dinpb.yed at l ontezuma~ 
Tne case fo r it i::; there , o.nd ;;he U1tUl!Y would c.dd to their none t;OO 

..1. pressive museum . 

Surely v:ish \re could have a. gabi'eot--I ' ve got a lot of tlrerurs , 
particularly concerning ssociation publica~ions, to talk over Yrith 
you . 

As ever , 

..;E'.le S . King , 
Associate Uatura.li s b. 
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UNI'illD STJ...'l'ES 
lJl~J?AR~T OF 'UIE llJn.tUOR 

NATIO.NJU. PARK S.i:.RVlC.E 
Chicago, Illinois 

COPY 

Septemver lb, 1942. 

ME?WRJ0IDL1:. :for the Sto.perintendent, 
ltesa Verde National Park. 

He have noted with great interest your correspondence, as well 
as that of the Superintendent of the Southwestern bational uonuments , 
on the transfer of the m:..c.mmy excavated at Montezuma Castle back to r 
t hat r~o._.wnent. ~ 

Since iillesa Verde is alreaq.y lJberally S~pli!!.d mh llW.IDIDi,,e I 

and the specimen r ightly belongs at Ha point Of origin , we believe s~ ~ 
further efforts sho ld be made to pursuade the lender, Lir. Palmer, ~I 
to agree to such a transfer. lt he is approached in a tactful way, ·~~ 
it seems reasonable to assume t~1at he will offer no objections. • 
Obvio Jsly his good will should be cultivated, and if the return of 
the m..mn:iy would crea te any possible antagonism, it would be better to 
allow it to remain at Mesa Verde but judging from the correspondence 
available, t nis does not seem to be likely. 

cc: Superintendent, 

Ned J. Bruns, 
Chief, Museum Division. 

Southwestern National l!Monuments. 



To: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Superintendent, Mesa Verde National Park 

From: Superintendent 

Subject: Documentation on Palmer Collection for Museum P..ecords 

IN REPLY REFER TO : 

D6215 

We appreciate Archeologist Pinkley •s thought£ulness in fur­
nishing us with a copy of the 1896 Mancos Times art icle on Richard 
Wetherill's trip to Montezuma Castle , and the d iscovery of the Pal..Ioor 
mummy. The copy sent by l-:frs . Pinkley in 1953 is in the files here, 
but we are glad to have a second c opy f or cross-filL~g under Area History. 

We are attaching a copy of a 1939 le-tter to Frank Pinkley 
from S. L. Palmer, Jr., parts of which may have some interest to Mesa 
Verde area his tory. 

:/,,, /./} ,., /-----~ 
Foy L. Young ,?'" 
5Uperintendent 

Copy t o: Regional. Director w/at tachment 
Southwest Archeological Center w/attachmant 
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tfr . Frank Pinkley , Superintendent. 
Headquarters, Southwestern Monuments . 
Nat ional Park Service , 
Coolidge, .Arizona. 

Dear Mr. Pinkley; 

San Francisco, Aug. 28, 1939. 

Your letter was received several days ago, asking for further 
information regarding my early visit to Montezuma Castle. Mr. Earl 
Jackson, Custodian of Montezuma Castle Monument has also written roe 
for similar information so I will ansVJer your le·tters jointly and 
attempt to give such information as I can definitely remember over 
this long period of time. 

t{y Father, Mother and three children of Burdett Kansas, started 
about the year 1895 on a trip through Colorado and the southwes t 
purely for the purpose of sight seeing. We traveled in a wagon built 
especially for the trip and it was constructed somewhat similar to 
the present auto trailers, however it was powered with four mules. 

Vle visited southwestern Colorado and at Mancos made the acquain­
tance of Richard i\le therill, who with his brothers had but recently 
discovered the Mesa Verde cliff dweller ruins. With Richard Wetherill 
as companion and guide we visited a portion of the Mesa Verde ruins, 
then traveled south to Aztec New Mexico, and from Farmington visited 
the Chaco Canyon ruins where we did some excavatingo ~e found at 
this location a number of pieces of pottery in the small mounds 
opposite Pueblo Bonita. 

From Chaco Canyon we traveled southwest to Phoenix and Prescott 
.Arizonao In the early spring of 1896 we camped for about two weeks 
on the Verde River among the trees directly in front of MontezUIJ'I~ 
Castle. We came in by way of Camp Verde and as I recal l some soldiers 
were stationed there at that time. 11e explained at Camp Verde that 
we expected to visit and probably do some excavating in Montezuma 
Castle, but we were told that excavation would be useless since 
the ruins had been comnletely excavated years before and nothing but 
the walls remained. 

The ruin as we first saw it in 1896 appeared to have been well 
excavated, however we removed some accumulated rocks and loose material 
in the rooms but found nothing of interest other than fragments of 
ears of corn, broken animal bones, charcoal, feathers, and fragJnents 
of pottery. .le had about decided that excavation was useless when 
we noticed that the dirt was undisturbed on a small ledge along the 
side of the ruin at the point where the unper ladder now enters. 
A shallow excavation revealed the burial of a number of bodies. This 
burial place was in rather an exposed position and had the appearance 
that part of the original space may have possibly broken away and 



fallen below. 

It was impossible for us to determine just how many bodies 
were buried in this spot for most of the remains were fragmentary 
and almost completely decomposed, only those immediately adjacent 
to the cliff were preserved. There were however probably eight 
or ten bodies buried here, these were all small and undoubtedly 
children. There was but one preserved mummy and that was photographed 
in the exact position that it was found. The depth of the excavation 
probably did not exceed two or three feet 9 a good idea of this can 
be had from the photograph as the ground under the shovel and at 
the foot of the mummy had not been disturbed when the picture was 
taken. Next to the head of the mummy was found a red pottery bowl 
about 8 or 9 inches in diams~r, fragments of cloth were wrapped about 
the body and several sticks one· of which was intact were l aying 
across the body as shown in photograph. Also found with the mummy 
was a well preserved bow and several reed arrows , these can be seen 
in the larger photograph of the mur.uny and the bow is also llbticeable 
in the picture showing the location of the mummy before removal. '.rhe 
dirt that covered the burials contained charcoal and fragments of pot­
tery indicating that part of it at least was sweepings from the rooms. 
Some of the material however apueared to have fallen from above, possibly 
from crumbling walls or, t hrown there by earlier excavations. 

There was no evidence that the burials had ever berio-n. disturbed 
since the bones appeared to be in their original burial position. The 
pottery bowl was the only one found in the entire burial place and 
there were no other fragments to indicate that other complete pottery 
pieces had been buried there. 

The general appearance of Montezuma Castle as we saw it in 1896 
and as I saw it this summer is almost unchanged. I recall that one 
or two of the upper interi.or rooms had fallen roofs. From one of 
the fallen roof timbers we sawed a short cross section which is now 
with out collection in Mesa Verde Park, apparently these loose timbers 
have since been removed as they were not apparent when I saw the ruin 
this summer. At the time of our early visit to this location we 
found it necessary to build crude ladders to gain access to the ruin. 
These ladders and their location can be seen in the photograph of 
the ruin. 

I was greatly surprised this summer to see the rather extensige 
ruins that have been excavated and restored at the base of the cliff 
nearby. These ruins were entirely overlooked by us in 1896, probably 
concelled by debris from above. 

The persons shown in the photograph are my father and his three 
children. The older sister later married richard Wetherill and now 
lives ·in Tucson Arizona, PO Box 572. As she is several years fil'f 

senior it is probable that she may recall details of our trip that 
I have omitted and I am sure that she would gladly f urnish any infor­
mation possible. 



In a previous letter to Ur. Alberts at Montezuma Castle I 
explained that the mummy together with a number of specimens 
found at Montezuma Castle and a considerable collection of 
pottery collected elsewhere were loaned to the Mesa Verde Park. 
Mr. Jackson has explained the desire to have the part of the 
collection from llontezuma. Castle transferred to that local 
museum, but we do not care to have such a division made at the 
present time. The entire collection was highly prized by our 
father and he often expressed a desire to have it ultimately 
placed in a museum where the greatest number might enjoy it, 
so for sentimental reasons his children do not care to have it 
divided. 

In your letter you mentioned interest in the photographs 
sent to !~r . Alberts so for this reason I am enclosing additional 
copies for any disposal you may choose. 

I hope that this meager narrative will serve as an answer 
to the information requested by you. 

cc; Ur. F.arl Jackson 

c 

Yours very truly 

0 
p 

y 

(sgd) S. L. Palmer Jr. 
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· Memorandum 

To: Superintendent, llontezll!!la Castle Uational Monument. 

FrOD: Archoologist Plnkle7 

subject: Ua.ncy of a two-y~r old child fra;i the s. L. Palr.ler Collection 

Followina the br-.ak- up of the s. L. Palmor Collection in 
1947 1 and the tronater to Montezt.J:Ul Castle of the article tah.-en f'rom 
thero by Dr. Pnlmer in the l.S90•a , Superintendent Hastings wrote for 
inf'oro.otion concerning the cumny ot the two-year olt child. •·1e were 
Wlablo at that tiJ:lo to offer any infomaUon other than that contained 
in the original cataloa rQcords. 

Yesterday I ran across the rumspapdr account or tho finding 
ot the tltne\Y 1 a copy of which is enclosed, l1hil~ ocarchine the i'llea 
ot the l!ancos Times for itetis pertaining to Uesa Verde history. It 
certainly answers Superintendent Has tine' a qu ations ot Jwie 10, 1947, 
and shou1d assist yo11 in l'.'l8king a corroct display of the artifacts 
acco::iparving tho child burial. 

Joan llcWh!rt Pinkley 
Archeologist 



'fHE MANCOS Tn:ES 
C- leekly) 

Mancos, Colorado 
Friday, March 20, 1896 

A CLIFF HOUSE IN ARIZONA 

Richard Wetherill writes us as follows concerning a visit he made, on the 
6th inst., to a celebrated Cliff House located about two and one-half miles 
from Camp Verde, Arizona: 

11Today I visited the old Cliff Dwellings known as 'Montezwna Castle.' It 
is on the north side of Beaver Creek and nea rly three miles frcm the old fort, 
and is the one so graphically described by Charles Lum.is. 

~·The cave in which the ruin is found is a snall one, being not more than 
70 feet long, 50 feet high and 20 or 30 feet deep. The house is a tier of rooms 
five stories high, and reached at the present time by ladders pl aced at conven­
ient points on the face of the cliff by s ome enquiring investigator. 

"The lower tier of rooms are small and unconnected, dug out of the solid 
cliff, with the fronts walled up, as are the cave dwel lings of the lower Mancos. 

11The second tier consists of but two smal l rooms, side by side, through 
vmich we have to ascend to reach the neict, or third floor. 

"This one has six small, rectangular rooms, except the west one, which was 
used as an estufa. In this room is a fire-place, in which the household bak­
ing was done. This is at the west side of t he room and not in the center, as 
we usually find them. The smoke escaped through a small hole in the wall next 
to the cliff. At the east end of this tier of rooms is a small ledge 25 feet 
long and 4 or 5 feet viide. It adjoins the r ow of rooms, and over it all have 
to pass to ascend to the rooms above. In this small space I found, after a 
few minute's work, the r emains of at least half a dozen children, one of which 
is a very fair mummy. All of these, except the mummy, were in a promiscuous 
mass and nothing with them, The mummy was the lower burial, and it rested in 
a very small excavation next to the rock on the floor of the ca ve. It was 
laid straight out; head to the east; face •.lp; hands at its sides . A bovrl was 
found at the left of the head, and a small bow and arrows were lying length­
wise at the right side. The body is wrapped in cotton cloth, which is still 
in a state of good preservation. The grave was covered with small, round 
sticks placed three or four inches apart and parallel with each other, sUP­
porting a rush mat which had been spread over the grave. Over all this was 
about two feet of tiebris, among which was found so many other remains. 

11 The fourth floor contained eight rooms similar to those below. The roofs 
of these rooms are in good condition. The longer floor joists are supported 
by timbers or posts set in the middle of the rooms. The doors are all of an 
irregular shape, being nearly a foot wider at the top than at the bottom. 

11The fifth floor contains four snall rooms connected by door-ways. The 
roofs and floors of these rooms are in good condition, There are no loop-holes 



from these rooms looking out, and but one outside opening. 

11 The sixth, or upper floor, is a cave 60 feet long, the front of which 
has a parapet three and a half feet high extending almost the entire length 
of it. Ther e are two large rooms in the rear of this part, one of which con­
tains a great amount of debris, which cannot be moved unless something could 
be contrived to settle the dust. In the front of these rooms is a space about 
6 feet wide in which there is about a foot of debris, contai ning all such 
things as the Cliff Dwellers used in their work, but covered by sweepings from 
these rooms. Many loop-holes are in these upper walls, covering all approaches 
to the river below. 

11 I am highly elated at 11\Y success in finding belies here where so macy 
have visited, · and in a ruin that has always had especial mention made of it ... 
in works upon this deeply interesting subject. • 

"I have finished the work of today, and if I meet with further success 
tomorrow, the report will be sent in. 

/s/ Richard Wetherill. 

Note: Richard ,Jetherill was the oldest of the five Heth er ill Brothers. He 
guided s. L. Palmer, his wife and daughters, and later married one of the 
Palmer girls. 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

D-6215 

From: Archeologist, Navajo Lands Group 

Subject: s. L. Palmer Collection 

Enclosed are a memorandum about the s. L. Palmer collection and 

copies of all the National Park Service Catalog Cards for this 

collection. There is no need to read the enclosures, but they 

should be filed in your accession file for Accession 231, as Mesa 

Verde is supposed to have a cau:plete record of this collection. 

~/J.~ 
Charles B. Voll 

Enclosures 

cc: Superintendent, Chaco Canyon National Monument 
Chief, Preservation Lab, Southwest Archeological. Center 



ClASScF1CAT1QN U S. DEPARTMENT '"IF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL r iER\llCf 

Mineral CATALOGUE NO. 

-::r=v--= 

MONTEZUMA CASTLE NATL MOl\'UME!fl' 1----=7-'3=1=---
--- lAl!€A)- -· Cf«O · "" 

I 
AC .,,,1 ~ ........ 

MUSEUM CATALOGUE RECORD 
.J..,,..=~65-= =.---=a.=-

Clay 

= -= 

rott••ry sherds, Tuzi goot Red ___ _ __ -~--
lC" •<rrv Ho:1tezumn Castle {Palmer Collection). Found at head of r.iwnmy (cat. No . 1352) - see 

8/'};;j'.39 lettnr fn..,m S. L. Palmer, ;Jr. _ 

Palmer No. S 
~'.esa Ver de No . 2454/ 231 
HOCA Old ~o . 1/55 

Al:-:0st a co!'·nletF. lxwl. Uestorable, poli~hed red, heavily fircclouded. 

S1Je <'ocurnent file 6~0-•Hl, July 7 , 1947 . 

' --- ---«>rc1-rwro fl:OM lt'«:J,,-·• ond u .. M,•u ! 

.Tu:1~ 1'.)·~7 

----------------.--, HOW--ACCIU- lltR>------------

Jiesa \'tr<le National Park, Colo. -----~Pe_nnane_n.!.].oan-=--,..------... ..,, 

1
r~t"11M1NE0 av I OAfl 

E J Ladd . 
MAN•IER 01 Ol~POSAl I OAI{ 

I 10/19/5!J 



Vegetal 

Wood 

tt;{Cl 

Bow 

U S DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL P ... R~ • •RVICE 

CATALOGUE NO. 

MONTEZUMA CASTL~~~ATL.J!O~}.fENT 733 
IARt A I ACCf!.S:O"l NO. 

MUSEUM C~TALOGUE _RECORD __ ~GS== 

r_~.n~ ~fo:l t•.:?.W!!a Cas i..t~ ( Palrner C ollcc t:lon). 
_ .lctiQr fro~ S. L. Pttl.Mcr . Jr. _ _ 

Found with n~y (Cat. No. 1352). See 8/28/39 

C" ~ v• ""'-

Palm.er No . 3 
Hesa Verde No. 3207/231 
~~LlCA Old No. 3/65 

Bot1 2•111 long with one end brokei . Yucca cord fragment tied on one end. Each end 
r:ri>oved for bo l< string. 

S :.e doc•!.l':en t file 620-46, July 7, 1947 

, ,., :-t• fl>'fO 

.1u...,r· ig,n 
l'-LIJ, 

r ~-- - ~ 
l'f(Jtvt~ fW01.ti '''~'1•• mt</ C#Jc.l1 eu} I 

HOW ACQUtltm 

Park_i Colo~ _______ }!c>nnanent_L_oan_~-----
- ·- --rp; lf~lD &Y l DATE 

I -l _ .E_J'_ Ladd_ __ _ 

~~esa Vi:!nl(· ~:ationat 
t••· • tt• lCI" "' ~ 

Srh\C 
OAT£ I MAN•«• Of OISl'OSAl 

I 10/Ei/59 
=""" - -- .. - -~--;: - -
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,ASSIFICA •tON 

Fibl'r 

:t" 

+-Textile __ r~ 1:~c·n.!s_of_cloth ___ _ 
Ot;AtllY 

U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL 'ARit SERVICE 

MONTEZliMA CASTLE NATL. HON. 
(AR.EA) 

MUSEUM CATALOGUE RECORD 

:-\--~ t•• :: r)m::..._ C;istl~\'"!·: (Probi.b_ly found yith ~unnny Cat . N(\. 1352 (See op. cit.) 
(! 'C~'•f'C'N 

CATALOGUE NO. 

739 
ACCESSION NO 

AJ.l [ra;:ncnts with weaver of under one over one. No painted cloth. No open work. 
1>~ • 11"x1 o· (,,.7v9) 

Sec doc~ent file 1120- 46, July 7, 1947 

Old Cat. #s , Pallrer //5 
1-:esa V cr~e #3236 
Old NOC.'\ 1/9/65 

OAT( JrfCEIVtO I •ECEIYED l•OM I- or'4 oddtou/ HOW AC:OUlll!D 

June 1947 1 ~-ksa Vcrdl· :-:P, Colorado PcrJiUl..tHmj: 
-- - - ·- -- ·----·------~----------'-"'-"'""-' -;..--=;~ .. ....._--....-----
VA'.IJf PQ(St"l LOCATION 

• S.·,',\C 
(AIA10GtJEP 

I 
0Alf 

10/111/59 

otTEllMINEO ev 

E J L'tdd 

- - -..:.~ .-=. - - -~ :;--====== -

DATE 

DATE 

~-:::oa.- - --~~=="" 



a.ASS If ICA TIOl'l U. S. DEPARTMENT Of THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL"'' ~ltVICE 

Vegetal CATALOGUE NO. · 

MONI'EZUMA CASTLE NA~ HONUMrNT 746 
Wood. \AREA) ACCESSION NO. 

MUSEUM CATALOGUE RECORD 65 

.Arrow shaft 

~:C>at_c ZU!'ta Ca::1_tle; f ound wi th __ mummy_(C_a_!._#13~.f_)_-:_see 8/2~[3JL).~_~ter from S.L. Palmer, Jr. 
?E~t•1"~ 1v:-~ 

.4r-ro w shaft wi tn pert ic>n of wr<1ppin£'s on end. One of three arrow shafts found w:i th 
r.um"•Y ,!1~52 . See al ~ o Cat. X>s. l Slb anc 1517. 

See c!ocum" n l file dt-20-·lG , July 'l , 1 947 
I - -- - -

0 .. 11 'lCfl <' O I •I Cfr~HI f'C." '""'"• .u1t1 .,.1<1,.uJ 

_June: lJ/J7 I !ksa VC'rd<" \P , Colo . 
v~ tl.'t 1·~1 \ I • H l XAT10t~ 

CM AlOGVl' 

.S J Laud 

HJkY 10 -~ · IHw.it l'l './ j 

Old Cat. Nos.: Palmer #4 
Mesa Verde #31'/1/231 
Old HUCA #16/65 

OATf 



-------·-----------------
Cl.ASS If ICA TIC>t-1 U S 0E'.ul" Of THI INT9t0l 

NA TION.ol. ,..-ft SHVIC.f 

Vegetal CATMOOUf NO 

MOlCTEZUMl CASTU: IA.TL. HmilJMll:N'E 1353 
fiber ----. ---- ----(AllAI 

MUSEUM CATALOGUE RKOID 
--o:=::"7- ---;,-

OIJEC1 

_ Text-!:1-e ~ cotton cloth !rapent . . .. -- - ···------ --·--- ---
M nte..- C atle NM 

OfSC1t~K:);t.. - - fl- --- -· ... --- -------------
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Pal•r Pal.Mr NPS WPS Present 
BUllber Description lfuaber Deacription Location 

l. Murrmy MOCA 1352 ~ MOCl 
MOOl 1.352 Muuly' Blanket MOCA 

2. Skeleton, Baby MOC! 732 BoDe, int ant SWAC 
MOC! 742 Bone, intant, humerus SWAC 
MOCA 1514 Bone, intant, hU118rua SWJC 
M6CA 1515 Bone, infant, hu11erua SWAC 

). Bow MOCA 7.3.3 Bow SWAC 

4. Arrows MOCA 746 Arrowahatt SWAC 
MOCA 1$16 Arrwahatt SWAC 
MOCA 1517 A.rravabatt SWAC 

5. Cloth MOCA 7.39 Textile SWAC 
MOCA 1505 Textile SWAC 
MOCA 1506 Textile SWAC 
MOCA 1507 Textile SWAC 
MOCA 1508 Textile SWAC 
MOCA 1509 Textils SWAC 

6. Various materials MOC.A. 74L Yucca sandal SWAC 
MOCA 1596 Corn stalk SWAC 
MOCA 1597 Yucca fiber SWAC 
MOCA 1598 Yucca cord SWAC 
MOCA 1599 Yucca leaYea knotted SWAC 
MOCA 1600 Yucca feather wrapped cord SWAC 
MOCA 1601 Grasses SWAC 
MOCA 1602 Corn cobs - 4 SWAC 
MOCA 1603 Reed SWAC 
MOCA 16~ Stick, charred, worked SWAC 
MOCA 1605 Stick, worked SWAC 
MOCA 1606 Feather quill, turkey SWAC 
MOCA 1607 Feather quill, turkeT SWAC 
MOCA 1608 
~OCA 1609 

P'ruitt barrel cactus 
Cucur it atem ~18 



page 2 

Pal111er Pat.er MPS IPS Pr-eaent 
lfUllber Descrietion tlullber Desert et ion Location 

6. MOCA 1610 Rope, braided yucca l.aaTee SWAC 
(Cont 1d) MOCA 1611 Corn busk knot swtc 

MOCA 1612 .ArrOlfshatt fragment SWAC 
KOCA 1613 Wooden crook v/ cotton cord SWAC 
MOCA 1614 C.CUl"bit. •tetl SWAC 

7. Skull MOCA 734 Skull, child SWAC 

8. Pottery Bowl MOCA 731 Bc.l, Tusigoot Red SWAC 

9. Ti•ber sectioo MOCA 7)6 Wooden beaa end SWAC 

10. Timber seetioa MOCA 735 End o! tiaber SWAC 

11. Tied stones MOCA 743 Tied ROMS SWAC 

12. Roof Plastering MOCA 745 Clay with stick iapressions SWAC 

1). Pitcher SWAC 886 Pitcber, aioature, B/\I SWAC 

14. Small tray SWAC 887 Bowl, Chaco B/W SWAC 

15. Small jug SWAC 888 Cantee~, Gallup B/W SWAC 

16. Howl SWAC 889 Bowl, Chaco BM SWAC • 
17. Bowl SWAC 922 BOlfl, Chaco B/W SWAC 

18. Jug SWAC 890 Pitcher, Red Mesa B/W SWAC 

19. Bowl SWAC 919 Bowl, Red Mesa B/W SWAC 

20. Bowl SWAC 921 Bowl, Gallina B/W SWAC 

21. Bowl SWAC 923 Bowl, Kiatuthlanaa B/W S#AC 

22. Bowl SWAC 918 Bowl, Maacoa B/W atyle SWAC 

--- l21!!Z er. 
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Pa lifter Palmer NPS NPS Present 
Number Description Number Description Loca~ion 

23. Bowl with handle SWAC 917 Ladle, Tularosa B/W SWAC 

2L. Pitcher SWAC 891 Pitcher, Chaco B/ti SWAC 

25. Cover for pitcher SWAC 963 Disc, jar cover SWAC 

26. Pitcher SWAC 892 Pitcher, Chaco B/W SWAC 

27. Vase SWAC 893 Jar, Puerco B/W ? SWAC 

28. Mug SWAC 89L Mug, Mesa Verde B/\W SWAC 

29. Lamp SWAC 895 Pitcher, duck body ,Red Mesa B/..J 5'WAC 

JO. Lamp SWAG 896 Pitcher, duck body, Gallup B/W SWAC 

31 . "'11ck shape dish SWAC 897 Pitcher, duck body, Escavada B/W SWAG 

32. euck shape dish SWAC 898 Pitcher, duck body, Gallup B/~ SWAC 
SWAG 9LO Pitcher, effigy, Red Mesa B/W SWAC 

3~. Ladle S1"AC 8°9 Ladle, Gallup B/W SWAC 

311. Pi.t.cher s~··Ac 900 Pitcher, l}alluo BA-/ S-llAC 

35. Pi tch~r S-hAC 901 Pitcher, Gallup B/W SWAC 
s:.vA" 902 Pitcher, minature, ?? R/W S..JAC 

)6. ,Jup SWAC 903 Jar, small-mouth, B/N ~JAC 

37 . 11owl swv~ 920 Bowl, Kiatuthlanna B/W ? SWAG 

38. Bowl NAVA 377 Bowl, Kana-a B/W SWAG 

39. Bowl SWAC 916 Bowl, Mc Elmo B,AN SWAC 

IJO. No Item 
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PalWter Palmer NPS NPS Present 
Number Description Number Description Location 

41. Canteen NAVA 386 Canteen, Hopi, Jeddito Plain SWAC 

42. Dish SWAC 9di Jar, McEliao B/W SWAC 

43. Bowl NAVA 376 Bowl, Mancos B/W 1 SWAC 

44. Pitcher SWAC 905 Pitcher, Gallup B/W SWAC 

45. Pitcher SWAC 936 Pitcher, Red Mesa B/W SWAC 

46. Aowl NAVA 380 Bowl, Tsegi Orange SWAC 

L7. Flat Grinding Stone SWAG 964 Slab, sandstone SWAC 

48. Pitcher SWAC 939 Pitcher, Gallup B/W SWAC 

49. qowl SWAC 933 Bowl, McElmo B/W SWAC 

so. Bowl SWAC 932 Bowl, Mancos B/W SWAC 

Sl . Gorru~ated dish SWAC 9o6 Jar, Corrugated SWAC 

52 . CorruRated dish SWAG 907 Jar, neck banded SWAG 

c;3. rorr.pated rl i.sh SWAC 908 Jar, corrugated SWAC 

SL . ':orruMted dish SWAC 909 Jar, banded and corrugated SWAC 

55. Corrugated dish SWAC 911 Jar , Corrugated SWAC 

56. Corruirated dish SWAC 910 Jar, olain rough surface SWAC 

57. Corrugated dish SWAC 924 Jar, corrugated SWAG 

58. Corrupated dish Never received by the National Park Service 

59. Corrugated dish SWAC 912 Jar, neck banded S'f..'AC 



Palmer 
Number 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

67. 

68. 

69. 

10. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

1ii. 

75. 

76. 

77. 

Palmer 
Description 

Bowl 

Lamp 

Bawl 

Bowl 

Bowl 

Bowl 

Bowl 

Image 

Pi.pe 

Small dish 

~poon 

Skull 

StoM t?ol 

Pair Sandals 

Grindin~ stone 

Otinding atone 

Stone tool 

Stone tool 

NPS 
Number 

SWAC 93L 

SWAC 913 

SWAC 935 

NAVA: 378 

NAVA 384 

NAVA 383 

NAVA 382 

SWAC 965 

SWAC 966 

SWfl.C 91.lt 

swtc ns 

page 5 

NFS Present 
Description Location 

Bowl, McEl110 BN SWAC 

Jar w/ two mouths, Red Mesa B/W SWAC 

Bowl, Mancos B.Ai SWAC 

Bowl, Tsegi B/O SWAC 

Seed Bowl, Keet Seel Poly SWAC 

Bowl, Dogoshi Poly SWAC 

Bowl, Homolovi Poly SWAC 

Carved oval discoid SWAC 

Pipe, tubular SWAC 

Jar, minature SWAC 

Ladle, minature, B/W SWAC 

Never Received by the National Park Service 

SWAC 973 

MEVE 2217 
\.fEVE 2383 

SWAC 975 

SWAC 97L 

SWAG 971 

SWAC 967 

Arrowshaft straightener 

Sandal 
Sandal 

Metate 

Mano 

Polishing stone 

Stone cylinder w/ tapered end 

SWAC 

MEVE 
MEVE 

SWAC 

SWAC 

SWAC 

SWAC 
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Palmer Pal.lier NPS NFS Present 
Number Description Number Description Location 

78. Stone tool SWAC 968 Mortar SWAC 

79. Stone hammer SWAC 970 Maul, full-grooved SWA.C 

Bo. Stone hammer SWAC 976 Axe, 3/h grooved SWAC 

81. Stone hammer MEVE 2445 Stone axe MEVE 

82. Stone hammer SWAC 969 Maul, full-grooved SWAC 

8). 11rinding tool SWAC 972 Mano SWAC 

84. Shell beads CAGR 1196 Shell Beads CAGR 

as. Shell beads CAGR 1197 Shell Beads CAGR 

86. No Item 

87. "one tools (6 ) SWAC 925 Worked bone tool SWAC 
SWAC 926 W::>rked bone SWAC 
SWAC 927 Awl SWAC 
<JWAC 928 Awl ~AC 

SWAG 929 Awl SWAC 
... .,. .. ,,.. 
) /-."' _, 930 Whistle SWAC 
s:,·A~ 961 Spatulate tool SWAC 
S'wAC 962 Awl SWAr', 

88. No Item 

89. No Item 

90. Shell & turquoise SWAC 941 Stone disc beads SWAC 
Beads SWA.C 942 Turquoise beads SWAC 

91. Pottery jug NAVA 379 Jar, minature, Tsegi Orange SWAC 

92. Pottery Bowl NAVA 381 Bawl, Tsegi Orange SWAC 
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Palmer Palmer NFS NPS Present 
Number Description Number Description Location 

93. Bowl SWAC 938 Bowl, Tusayan B/W SWAC 

94. Bowl SWAC 937 Bowl, Mancos B/W SWAC 

95. Sowl NAVA 385 Bowl, Hopi, historic SWAC 

96. Pitcher SWAC 931 Jar, fillet rim SWAC 

No No description MOCA 741 Mandible, infant SWAC 
Number MOCA 1512 Mandible, infant SWAC 

For MOCA 1513 Mandible, infant SWAC 
These 

11 SWAC 9L3 Shell disc beads S#AC 
Items swac 91.iu Stone disc beads SWAC 

SWAC 9h5 Carved shell ornament SWAC 
SWAC 946 Shell pendant SWAC 
SWAC 9L7 Turquoise pendant SWAC 
SWAC 948 Stone bead SWAC 
5,;A(~ 9L9 Stone bead SWAC 
'!Y-11 AC 950 Stone disc bead SWAC 



.D..f.:>21.5 

Memorandum 

Uavajo Lands Group 
Box 588 

Cb1nl.e, Arizona 86503 

January 6. l.971 

'l'o: Superintendent, Chaco Canyon National. Monument 

Fran: Arcbeologiat, Navajo Landa Group 

Subjecti B. L. Palmer Collection 

Last ~ you o.sk.ed me to find out what I could about the 
8 . L. Palmer collection. The following is m;y report: 

On December 17, 1937 tbe a. L. Palmer collection waa accepted aa 
a. loan o't tr Archeological materials for the use of the Government", 
by tbe Assistant Superintendent of Me1a Verde Nation&:l Park f'rcm 
Mr. S. L. Palmer, J'r . 

On Marcb 26, 193.8 the collection waa delivered to the National 
Puk Service at ita Western Museum Laboratories in Berkley, 
Cali.fohrl.a• end by Mq 12, J.938 it arrived at Mesa Verde National 
Park. 

On December 10, 1946 Mr .. s. L. Palmer, Jr. gave bis permj.aeion to, 
0 loaning pa.rte o~ the collection to other museums of the National 
Park Servtce'', Md .stipulated that, "the collsction remaiil a unit 
so far aa record.a 81"8 concerned within the Department ot the 
Interior." 

During 1947 tbe collection was broken up with items being sent to 
Casa Grande Ruina Nf.ltional Monument, Cooll~, Aricbna; MonteZUtla 
Castle National Monument, Camp Verde, Arizona; Navajo National. 
Monument, Tonal.ea, Arizona, but stored at WB.l:mtt C~n National 
Monument, Fl.agstaff', .Arizona because of leek o'f apace at Navajo 
National Monument; and Chaco Canyon National Monument, New Mexico, 
but sto;red at Mesa Verde National. Park, Colorado bec~se of l.e.ck 
of space at Chaco Canyon National Monument . ibree items were 
retained at Meaa Verde National Park, Colorado. 

Dl 1957 tlie Southwest Atcheological Center was established by tbe 
National. Park Service at Globe, Arizona. One of thedduties or tbe 
Southwest Arcbeological Center was and is to provide prof'eaaional 



museum curatorial aervice includin.g cataloguing, preserva:tiDn and 
storage of museum collections for the National Monuments in the 
SOuthweat. AB a re8u1t, exceaa collections and collections w'hich 
the areas are unabl.e to mit.intain proper~ are maintained and stored 
at the Southwest Arcbeological. Center until such time u tbc areas 
bave proper equipment, apace and personnel to propel."ly maintain 
their col1ect1ons. 

In 1958, except £or two (2) items at Monte£Uma Castle National 
Monument, tbe Chaco Canyon, Monteirum.e. Castle and Navajo National 
Monument"s Palmer collection items were sent to the Southwest Archeo-
1.ogical Center. The Casa Grande Ru1ns National Monument end Mesa 
Verde National Pak Pal.mer collection items remained in tbose areas, 
a.a ti:eee areao have proper i"acilitiea for their sate keeping. 

During 1961 and 1962, ae part of tbe National. Park Service project 
to bring all. 0£ its museum collections in to proper order, the 
Soutbweat Archeo1og,icB.l Center re-cat81.ogued tbe Palzner collection 
items f"ran Chaco Canyon, ltmtezuma Castle. and Navajo National 
Monuments. Cua Grande Ru.ins National Monument and Mesa. Verde 
National Park i-e-cata.logued their own collectiona. 

On the Orig1nal list of Palmer collection items, 96 items are listed. 
Four (4) ot tbe numbers on the original list ore blank. These are 
items numbered 40, 86, 88 and 89. In addition, tw (2) items, 
number 58, a corrugated diah tran Chaco Ca.n:yon, and number 71, a 
skull :f'ran Mancos Can;yon were never received. 

Of tbe remaining 90 item on tbe original. list, several wero tound 
to be mul.tiple itcma and eleven (ll) were unlisted and unnumbered. 
The multiple items are number 1, two (2) items; number 2, 'four {4) 
item.a; number 4 tbree (3) itema; number 5, six {6) itema; number 6, 
twenty (20) itema( mmlber 32, two {2) items; number 35, tvo (2) items; 
number 73~ two (2J items; and number 87, eight (8) items. Thus 
the 90 original 1tema ere e.ctua.113' 142 items. 

The fol.low1ng cha.rt detail.I the present condition o~ the s. L. Palmer 
collection: 

CA.GR = Casa Grande Ruins National Monument 
NEVE = Mesa Verde National Park 
MOC.A = Montezuma Castle National Monument 
NAVA = Navajo National Monument 
SHAC = SouthWeat Arcbeological Center 

All items catalogued ':dth SWAC numbers are Chaco Caeyon national 
Monument items. 

2 



GeneralJ.¥ spea.king, it ie not tbe policy of the Nat1onlll Park 
Gervice to accept l.oans, ~ loans obl.igate tbe U.S. Government 
and are difficult to Qdminiater. Fuf'thermore, muaoum d.eaigners 
do not like to use loaned materia.la 1n tbeir diaplqs tor loaned 
.mater1o.l.s mq be recalled and tbe displa;y is then without its 
diapl.ay material and not int'requent~ must be replaced, remodeled 
or destroyed. 

In the case ot Chaco Canyon National Monument, Which has very, very 
few items :f".ran the monument, it 1s easy to understand. why the 
National Perk Service accepted the Palm.er loan. It is, al.so, easy 
to understand why" the Palmer collection items have never been used 
ill tm Chaco c~ Museum displays. 

I do not wish to praniae &ey'One in a:eywe:y, shape or form tbat if the 
Palmer collection items were donated t'o tbe National Park Service 
tha.t sane of them would be used for di.61)).ey, but I do wish to state 
that it ia mueh JtOre likeJ.¥ that acne or the items would be used if' 
they were not l.oans bJtt were donated to the llational. Park Service. 

It is 'f1I/l' opinion tbo.t we should ask Mr. C'rGTlord Palmer to donate 
the Palmer collection to the No.tional Parli: Service. Under the standard 
proeedurec of the Ul1tional Park Service, we ean onl\Y accept an un­
restricted donation, but we can usure Mr. Pallner tho.t tbe collec-
tion will be proper~ and frofeaaionall:y maintained, we can credit 
him or his grandfather 'f"or items displayed, and wo must maintain a 
perpetual. record of the collection. 

In the pa.st several years pranises luive been made to the Palmers 
concerning their collection. These promises are: 

1. In e. lotter ot August 16, 1937 tbe Uational Park Service, 
in my opi.nion, at least, taclt'.cy', agreed to: 

A. Exhibit tbe collection, or at least a major portion 
of it, in a :'etional: Ptn'J: ~er.rice !ollseum in the nem.e of 
S. L. Palmer. 

B. Accepted the collection e.a an indefini·te loan, subject 
to recall on on& (l) years notice. 

C. Pay all packing and sh1ppill8 costs, 

11. In a letter of December 10, 1946 the National Park Service, 
again 1n rtJS opinion, at least, tacitly agreed to: 

3 



A. Displ.~ tba ort!f'acto, and 

B. Keep tba Palmer collection a.s a. unit eo ra:r as records 
ere concenicd. 

Now how well has the Ua.t.ionPl. Park Service done in living u;p to 
its agreement? 

First, it got l>lt' .. s. L. Palmer, Jr . to sign an agreement, hted 
December 17, 1937, that the "J,oan is mad(} for the mutual bencfi t 
ot tbe lender and the National. Park Service and t~t tho Govermnent 
is not bound by mzy- QgJ:eement, of aJlY' kind Whatsoever, resar<U.ns 
the use or disp~ of tbe property, or loso or damage t o aa:ue 'W'hile 
in tbe cust~ of the National Park Service. u Legally, I guess, 
tbia got the National Park Service out ~ its first agreement t o 
exhibit tho collection, or o.t leut a. n1ajo:r part of it, in a National 
Park Service Museum. In spite 0£ this, two (2) items, H.'.>CA 1352 
and 1353, a ~ and its bl.o.nket, Palmer number 1, have bean 
disp~d nt Montezuma Castle Nationn.l Monument, Arizona., but they 
are not credittd t o Dr. s. L. Palmer . 

Second, tbe collection rema1no o. J...oan subject to recall on one (1.) 
year a notice. 

Third, the National Park Service bas paid all packing and shipping 
charges, and baa maintained the collection at ~rmnent cost. 

Fourth, the Bationo.1 Park Service bas displeyed o~ tov (2) items 
in museums., but all the items are available for displ.a\r and study, 
a.n.d. 

Fitth, too ?Tationa.t Park Servieo hnB kept tho collection as a unit 
tnso:ro.r e.s records are conce~d. 'l'heso. records are now maintained 
not onJ.¥ at Mesa Verde National Park, but also Chaco Canyon National 
Monument and the Southwest Arcbeological Center . 

A sixth til"anise also bas been made and that io that the various items 
sbould be retained at their bone areas. This is an underatnndable and 
reasonable p?anise, but ono \.+hicb cireumetances have not al.lawed the 
?iational Paak Service to keep and still maintain the collection properly, 
that is, accordiilg to profesaione.J. atond.ards. Because of s:iany factors, 
primo:ri:cy- lack of space aiid professional personnel, the Cha.co CSX\Yon, 
Montemnn.a Cattle and Nava.'10 liationBJ. Monument items have been atored 
a.t tho Southwest Arcboolog1cal. Center. They are subject to return 
to tbc areas il' and wben tbeoe areas a.re able to maintain them properly. 
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The Caso. Grando Ruins ond Mesa Verde National Park PUmer collection 
items ha:V'e been reto.ined at these areas for they are llble to maintain 
tbem properly. 

'l'bere ia one Bl'lanalj: with this situation, and tb.tJt is that all the 
Cliaco C~n National. Monument PcJmer collection itema are co.taJ.ogued 
as one ( 1.) secession (a.ecession 7) in the aouthweat Archeological 
Center Museum catal.0.3 . I Will not explain the reaaons for tbia, 
except to say that it involved personalities and that the museum 
Accession record states that tbese items are to be transferred to 
tbe a.roe. wl'len t1'e area. wants them. 

tt is my a.pinion, despite the fact that you baVe a storeroan of sorts~ 
some museum cases and shelves, and a Park. Technio-i.an, that until. aucb 
time es tblr Chaco Canyon Canter actually caiies into existence that 
tho Chaco Canyon items :remain at the Soutbwest Archeological Center . 

Enclosed with tbis memorandum, wbicb you are :free to qu.frte in part 
or totfll, are tho National Park Service Museum Catalog Cards :for a.ll 
the Palll\el' collection items ond varioua correopondence on tbo 
collection. 

Charles B. Voll 

Enclosures: Museum Cata.log Cards and Accession Records 

cc: Superintendent, Mesa Ve:rcle rrationt"..l Park 
Chie£, Prcservntion Laborntcry, South".;est ArcheologicaJ. Center 
Chaco Canyon Research Project, Univeraity of New Mexico 
Museum. Cura.tor, Soutmrest Region 
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Ot·IO·I 
I.~ pproverl A r>rll 1~2) 

Page .1 of 2 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

No. T /-! /. t. 'l fJ. Sf) 0..9..3. ... 

.............. N.AIJ.O.N.AL.(!~~~- · .S.E.RY.l.C.E.......... ... .. D~tc r~cordcd: 

TRANSFER OF PROPERTY ....... Q.~LJ.~.!~.~·: · ·· · ······· · · 
c'T· m1•cny 111.\'C:linn) 

( Accou nllt ~rction) 

From ..•... .. $.IJ.P.~r..i.DJ.~n.<t~.r:i.L ..................... ~ .. · '.fo ....... .S .~.P.e.r..i.n.t.~.n!.t~.r:i.t. : ~ .. ; ....................... : .. :· 

At ... M.e.s.a .. )l.e.r.d.a .. .N .Q.t_j_nn.~ . 1 ... P.~rJ..... .. At Mon.t.e.zuro.a ... C.a.s.t.J.e. ... ~.Q. t.J.Qn.<LJ ........ . 

... .C.o.Lo.r.a.d.o ..... 81.3.3. 0... ... .. ......... .. ....... Mon.u.men .t ..... c. a ruJ:> ... Y. er..d.e _ _,_ .. EH ... a R.3 .2 2 
. 

l'ROPERTY qUANTITY DESCRIPTION o~· ARTICLES VALUE• AC:F: ANfl lll·:MAHK:> No. CONDITION I 
' 

2404 . . 
ZTI 1 Roofing clay ' · Mus~um co l lec ti on 
2452 
2TI 1 Misc. weaving fibers 111 II 

2454 
2TI 1 Bowl , .Redwa re 11 . II 

2484 
ZIT 1 Beam II II 

3171 
2TI 5 Arrow fragments 11 II 

I 

3178 
~ 1 Tied stones II ' II 

3207 
ZIT 1 Bow fl II 

3229 
~ 1 Skeleton II I II 

3230 
2TI 1 Cotton cloth . II II 

3231 
2TI 1 Skull II II 

, 

• Uee vutue cnrrJf'd on t>rntl«rty reeorde. 

Shipped via ...... .P..a.r.c.e.1 ... p.o.~.t ................. ....... . Bill of lading No.··············-- - -~·-· ··· · '.·· .········ :·· ·· ·· · ·· 

SEE INSTRUCTI ONS ON REVERSE S IOE 



' Pa g·e 2 of 2 
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I.\ pproved A prtl 1042) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
1

No.TJ:.1.4.9.0.~Q.0.0.3 ..... .. . 
.......... N~-1.!.9.~-~-~ ... P.~~-~---?.~~-~.!.~.~---···········-··· · 

(Service) Date 1·ccordcd : 

TRANSFER OF PROPERTY ...... OJ./.l.4.!.8.5. ............... . 
( rmll<"rtY l'l'Ct ion) 

................ .................. ........................ 
( Accounta •tclion) 

From .... S.~Q.e.rJ.n.t.e.o.d.~n.t. .......................... . To ...... $.v. P.~xJn1~n.9.~.nt ................................ . 
I 

At .. M e.s.a ... V.er.d.e ... N a.t.i.o.na .l ... e.a.r.k ...... . At ... Msrn.t.e.~uro.~-- -~~-~.tJ~ .. N_gJJ.Qn_g.] ...... 

.. c:a .l.o.r.a.d o ..... a 13 3.0 .......................... . . .. MQJJ.V.IJl.~.n.L ..... ~-~mP ... ~~x.9.~ . .>. ••• ~J .. ~.6 3 2 2 
. 

PROPERT Y <IUANTITY DF.SCRll'TION UF A RTICLES \'Al,lJF.' · A(;F; ANll 1n:MAl<KS No, · CUNl>ITIUN 
I 

3232 
2TI 3 Jaws Mu seu m col lee ti on 

: 
3233 
2TI 2 Dessicated a rm s II II .. 
3236 
2TI 3 Cotton cloth fra gme nts . ( 1 piece "etained 

at Mesa Verde National Park} II II 

3237 
2TI 1 Mummy II " I 

3238 
2TI 1 Cotton cloth II II 

3289 
2TI 1 Beam fra gment II II 

. . . . 

I 

• Uae vv.lue corrted on prn~rty r.:Mrdc. 

Shipped via ... P..a.r~~.1 ... P.Q.~.t.. .......................... . Bill of Jading No ............................ ................. .. . 

SEE INSTRUC T IONS ON f'lEVERSE SI DE 
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H20 17 (f~EVE-S) 

Jdnuary 16, 1985 

~emora ndum 

To: Supertntend?nt, Montezu~! ta~tle National Monument 

From: Superintendent, ~esa Verde National Park 

Subject: Loan of museum spect~ens 

We are in t~c proces~ of reviewing our outstanding loans of 
museum co11~ct1on ohjects and updating all docu~entat1on. A num­
ber of objects are listed as being on per~anent loan to other 
Service areas. We are for,ally transferring t~ese when~ver it 
1s appropriate. Our r~cords related to the Or. s. L. Pal~er 
coll~ct1on (HEVE Acc. 1231) ar& so~cw~at confusing and have not 
b~e, brought up-to-date. 

This ~ater1a l was collected from various locations throughout t~e 
South~est a~d was or1g1nally loaned to ~csa Ver~e National Part 
1n 1938. In 1947, Or. Pal~er•s son su~sequ~~tly gave the Service 
per~iss1on to transfer, on a pe~~anent loon basis, portions of 
th~ accession to the areas fro which collection was na~e. Our 
documentation indicates that the collection w~s donat~d to the 
Service in 1971 by riaylord L. Palmer with the understanding that 
the mat~rial fro~ uon•ezuma Castle National ''o~ument would go there. 

Our ~ecords sho~ that the it~~s on the enclosed Transfer of 
Property forMs arc on pernanent loan to ttontezuMa Castle Nationa l 
Monument. Your acc~ssion nu~ber for this material is listed a5 
Number 65. We wish to clear our loan records of this trans-
action and have enclosed for"~l transfer papers fer your s19n1-
tcre. Pleas~ sign and return t c copies of the OI-104 for our 
records. The other copies are for your recor~s. 

If you have furthnr questions on the above, feel free to con­
tact me. Thank you for your cooneration • 

u o.u Robert c. Heyc'~r v ::J ..:"' 
.0 I.I' a:'. 

Enclosures (4) 
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: ~-~ '\ v:~:C N,;7;~ .. ' . ' -. 

United States Department of the I nteri 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

er JAi~ 3 ~ ·ss 
- -

/ G ;i.;Pl 

:.'ontczuna Castle / Tuzi~oot 11ation.::.l ''.o nume 
p . Ii . '0 ~: 2 1 0 

n .. '1 MGMl ASST 

Al>.· •l ()ff 

IN RePLY RePeR TO : Cnnp Ver<le , i\rizona 36322 
PROC. 

PERS 

FISCAi. 

~i?. ") l 7 I /"' CH PK. Al!CH 

CH PIC RGR. 

January 25 1935 
CH Pt< INT 

CR PK. MTa 

SEC.. 

Al.ES 

To: Su;>e::-intendent , ·1esa Ve r de 1 iatio::.al Par': 

From: Superintendent itontezu;tta Castle/Tuzi;::;oot ~i .:! . 

Subje ct : Loan of 1:.uscu:a Speci ·•1ens 

:nclosed ar e two s i RnC~ co pi es of t he DI - 104 for the museum 
s p e c i l't c n s pr e v i o u s 1 y t r an s f er r e d t o · [on t e z u r. a C as t 1 e a s re f er -
enced by your J~nuary 15 , 1935 mernorandu~ . 

The three skull fra·--·<)n t s (Cat:tlog !~?."-92l.! /7 06) indi.catc<l as 
being on loan to Tuzi~oot Na tiona l 4onu~ent ~y your January 
1 0. 19f.'5 neno randu:l , are not in the Tuzi~oot collection . '!e 
have chec~e d our recor ds a~d t~cre is no corrcspon<l~nce, 
accession recor ds, or other <lo c ui".entation to indicate the 
s:<ull fragments uere ever re c eived by Tu:~iz;oot '.·1a tion;:l :·ronument 
~.'c have moved a subst;cntial ?art c: the Tuzigoot collection to 
the ·~e stern /1. rc heo lo [j.i cal ~enter but t he tr ansfer records 
do not indica t e a~y skull fraq~ents . 

i; c r c "' r ct not be in g ah 1 e to be n or e he 1 p f 11 l 
there are additional q uestions. 

~£,I/~ 
Glen E. Hen<le rso n 

;~nclosures 

Please call if 

d 
I 
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10-98 
(1 lllle 1941) UNITED STATES 

' . 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Montezuma Cast_l_e __ NATIONAL PARK 

~ Palmer Colledtion 

FILE No. ..J) e22J 

(M.C. catalog accession no~ 65) 

IMPORTANT 
This file constitutes n pnrt of the official ~cords of the 

No.tiono.l Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
withdra.wn without express nuthority of the official in obarge. 

All Files sho\lld be returned promptly to the File Room. 
Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 

to observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
integrity or tho offioia.1 records. 

NEWTON B. DRURY, 
u ... OOYHNlllNT PRlllTIH8 Ol'l'ICE 1~871 Director. 



Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Mesa Verde National Park 
Colorado 

June 17, 1958 

To: Archeologist, Montezuma Castle National Monument 

From: Archeologist, Mesa Verde National Park 

Subject: Status of the Palmer Collection 

IN REPLY R EFER TO: 

When items from the Palmer Collection were transfered 
to Montezuma Castle in the spring of 1947, a statement regarding 
its acquisition and hi.story was attached. In case this has been 
lost from your files, we are enclosing a thermof a.xed copy of 
the statement for your use . 

You will note that the stipulation regarding the records 
being kept at Mesa Verde precludes your being able to catalog 
the items as a gift. Our accession records carry this collection 
as a permanent l oan, with authority being granted this museum by 
the deceased loaner 1 s son to transfer individual items to areas 
from which they were collected. T):!.:h.~J:£_2:nSf.§.r_.).s on the basis 
of a perrnan..:Et Jg~~_rof!!__~~~- fi~~~-.Y.~.~~--~~~i.on8:.l Park Museumo 

Mrs. Richard Wetherill was Dr. Palmer 1 s daughter. On 
two occasions when she visited the park prior to her death, she 
felt the service could consider her father ' s collection as a per­
manent loan but stated she could not make it a gift even though 
she knew that none of the family had any interest in the return 
of the material . Her sister, who accompanied her, concurred. The 
son, while stating only that we could loan items to other areas, 
did not intimate that he would ever be interested in the return 
of the material. 

A thermofaxed copy of Mr. S. L. Palmer ' s letter author­
izing us to loan the material is enclosed for your files . 

()~'(n~~ 
han M. Pinkley _ ~ 
Archeologist ,-
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

1Q Ip L: P!1J1!! COUJCTlCti 

TM •telial la tlle I. !.. PalMI' fell .. '1°'1 ... eoll•ahd 
PalMr, ot s-. rra.S.•o, la llM-1. Th• eolle•UO!'I wa11 loe 
.._. Y•r&l• tfatt..i Paft --- ta 11•, .•l~ th• •tlpul11\ioa 
lalpt bl'ta•' •hel'9. 

Ia • lnwr of D"..-" 10. 1141, ••· 11a1 ... ~d Js..t 
l•'• an.a'"' Tal• ..ic M Ne.l.1•94 lt t.be ••rtoua an1na ~• 
'11.med ,0 tlae ana f'l9 Wllltll st., .... ia onlJ HOU••' e \ 
'1aJ1-79', •Mlt M siwa to \Ms. l.. •1.Mr \#Olleotlaa an 
otJalml. n•rt.a Mi n•iM' •• l'•• 1'•4e. A 0007 ot :lr. 
la\\v la ••lAMt9'. 

fte -17 ,..._.. .... iY• 1dt.a ~· eolleoUOll 1a • le:i"'f:• • 
la& .ii •Rtelee, Wltll -•r.1at11, lMallt~ ud • br1•t i! a rl t 
A 1Ma.te·U1 ... et 111tta l'MOl'I 9b•t l• ••loe ... 



----~----, 

""'f" .. , 
: UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

REGION THREE 

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 

';ie •re Yvy ga4 to i..m trcm Park Hat.Uftlll8t Wateoa.'11 .m.onndwn ot 
J'~nuVJ JO •mt the oomen\.ot Mr, a. L. Pel.mer, lr. • haa been obtained for 
tl:e 41etrU~u'1m flt al"tltafta ot th• a. L. Plllaer Oolleottoa to ~e areaa 
rroa mt.eh ttf;t•r Weft orig1mll.J ooll•at•4. Mr • .iateon 1• to " OOIJW'nded 
for h1• action ill elearing th•·~ tor ttlia cUn?ibutton and tor hu etr~ 
t 1" ooopenttcm with othel', related areea ~J" tJie 'beet inMl'M\11 of tile 
3tt1"Yioe. 

Material oan be_ tranatene4 aa an 1A4•t1D.lte loen bee1! to appropriate 
o reaa, end Whare•er 4lii>111'1 •n 61 libiied u pert ot the s. L. Palmer 
Collentoa. We oo.ooar tu.U.1 allD la Mr. Wat.a'• eugentOll the~ \he ori&­
lnal rMard.1 at the llhole oolleottm M reta1Die4 llltaot at W.sa Vene, oopiee 
being tum1ab•4 <*he area. aa A-494. 

'l'he aaterial trcm Ce• GJ'&D4e1 Kontezwm ~Rle, and trm the Kayen te 
distl'iot (ge.D.erel Yloin1tJ Of .. ftjO Ne.ttoml MoD.Wlct) OU be broqpt here, 
aoaompud4"1 bJ ooptea ot nooNI ocwerlng th•, the next ttu eoJDfJone dr1 n• 
dOWD., u4 turu• O'f'eJ' iD Ml•n• K.1Dg and Steec tor cm• of thanl to tau to 
tneae aree• oa th• mxt tlel4 trtp t.o Ar1aooa. 

!be •'•11.•l tl"oa Ohaoo Cu1on 1• too large a oollectlon to e:dltbit or 
store at that. u.. The oal.1 _, lt oan be haAllle4, tor tLe time be1ag, will 
be 1.n dead non.a- llne. Ocmequ.ut.lJ, the Chaoo OeDJan material, ••pecially 
t.he Pottel'J', ltJOGJ.4 'be w•ll paoa4 and oat.94, Wltb carboA oopiu ot th• 
reoon• i.De'-"• the box ar boa....- and a.~beled ai:. 'h~ o.Sa14e "boo CWlf\lA 
M•~. Pal•r Oalleotica.• 'lhi• Chaoo 09.AJon oolleotlon oan l>e brought 
het.-.+ieu•er ooaTatent t~ 100 to prepare it tar et orege and aen4 it with 
aomeou 4r1 Ting ion. 

ooa ~.•I• Illa Vedill -- l./10/•f, 
)t.b4 s. L. Pallm'a l.ttu D/10/U,. 

CuAocliu, Qua OraaM. 
Chaoo au,.. 

• ~ auu •• 
fteftJOe 

( U~t ~ aolleo\toa to •• •nocllaD.) 

~~~: 
M. R" 'l'J.llokell, 

Repoml D1.reotor. 



Mlll:a:mctua 

lbltn\la <:aat.l8 lat2mal \bnami\ 
~ Vorde1 ArSSClla 

Toa Superin~ lltA. Vftdt lfn1Cbal Pailc 

J'rcill ~' 
8Wjecit.1 Doeft11B1tatim en Palmo Call.eot.icn tor .... ReOotW 

• ~ ~ ~·· tt.au(fl~l._ jn ~ 
niabina • 11lt.b a COIJT Qt tbe JBSJ6 M!ft.?09 ~ wt.1ole on R1chaJd 

9t.1"81"1111e trip to llcmtea~ Cu\li1 8Dd 11ii'C1111ocMto.7 at the P&lmr 
DllllllF• Die cow aent by 11re. P1nki., :ln 19SJ ie in the til.M hmn~ 
but we an ~ to htrt9 a aecc:nd copy tor c~ und8r Ara IJ1,atcl7. 

are attaching a cow ot a 1939 lettei- to rr.nk Pinta.87 
.trm s. L. Palilar, "'· · p8r.t.a ' •tdGb li8l' mm. llO• 1.ntel'OOt ...... 
Verde area b1atc?l7.• 

ccw; :to• RIP.awl DU.Otar w/attenti_.t 
~ Arch90lng1oal Qr.mtilzt tr/ AttMh!W\t 

"\ ., ' 
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UNITED STATE=> I 
tt1t1.J 

~--
DEPARTMENT OF THE NT Rlor~ 

NATIONAL PAm< sr RVH .• ~ ~ 
.... Vel'\le Ua t101\ftl J .irk 

Co 'ktrAdo 

& &.\perlnteudoot., l(mtenum.1 Ca•t.l NnW.rita.1 'ol\' .'Ml 

·ro:r.r Al~beolo4.1a' r1.AlU.81 

SU' joat~ 11~ ot a br0e7•.r old child tr 11 t: 1 . L. l'e.utt• 

Foll.GWif\'! Uie br •k-u;i ot U r. s. L. Z'all er :oU .-t •. 
11.7, enrl tho t.r4Jl&t11r t.o lcntH.s.an C1.vtle or.,\ ~rtJ'.!l. P, ( 

™5J•e bJ Dr. Palav in t.ha 18~~10, SiJperi:li wnd .. it Ha•.'. " nt. • 
1.uton'lO! Li011 conearrdnc t.he ctr.: y t>! t.he 1 o-yet.r olf e!U ld. 
ur le rtt t.ho t. t.i.111t to o!ter •n.1 it.t!on;.etic..-., h. V1 n • 1i t J 

1 t ~ crlcJ.aal ••Laloe reaord•• 

eau l.ern i- t. 
AT'!h•oJ.u,ri ti 

.... 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MESA VERDE NATIONAL PAR_!< E. J \; . 
COLORADO ... ' ,,. C " · 

\· . 

JUL 14 J94l 

MEmRANDUM tor th• Cust~ian, , 
1?~-z:~ ;1 r.' A' lt '::.-' ~, 

Mom.tezuma ca·stl• National Monument. -- .:: ' ~ ' ·' 

' July 7' 1947 

Just e briet, and long dela19d, answer to yollr me.ioorandum ot June 10, 
concerning artifacts that •Y ha·,.. been tound w1 th the JllWl1lll1 in the Pal­
mer oolleotion. 

The only record that came With th• eolleotion was a large she•t list­
ing •11 ot the articles. A photographic copy ot this record sheet was sent 
to you and you will note(it you oan read the tine print on thia poor 1opy) 
that t here is no ID9nt1on ot the point ot origin or ot the aesooiation ot 
any ct the artifacts. Th• photograph or the gra'Ye indicates Where the 
munmy was round but unless this picture shows artifacts there is no way or 
knowing what was tound with the mwnm;y.* 

Dr. Palmer 1s deed and s inae hh son was not on the expedition theN 
1• no possibility or learning anything from that direction. t 

t ~- },!;~,l ~/.'l 
, 

t) ...... wS~C'"<. 
Don Watson, 

Park Naturalist. 



JllDnteswa C&atle tlcmal nu.mat 
Cu:p V91"49, Arl&cm& 

J une 10, lM?. 

llE¥>RA tor the lupei-intendeni;• 
• aa Vu-de atlc:mal Part. 

Thi• i1 to repon that th• 8llllO' &end other art1taote from th• 
a. L. Pabr.er oolleotlon •• dell'ftre4 1n iood ooudltlon to th11 IEDlllJIB8nt 
by Photograph_. 0•0?'1'• Grant and A.rohaeologbt Oharli.• Stec on J'un• 7. 
Th9 Mr• w1 th wh1oh the n:.mq and other -terial •• _..pped and oare­
tul handling mlrOUte etteoted deliftl"f ot all ltnl in flu abape. 

. The et.Cort. ot t\D"&lht .ataan .net ot the ~ • Verd• lattcmal 
J>vk atatt 1n thia tter en thorou~ appr9otated and w wi•b t.o 
expre•• our tbanlal. 

• 1'0Ul4 likll to diaplay th• llllms::/ with lt• aooainpanying a.rt11'aot.e 
and would 11.lte to mow U' there 11 cq 1 ot leAmlng jun 11hat wu 
towicl w1'-h it. 

001 eglonal Dir.otor, 
eg1.ou nu-... 

A.rchuole h~ lt-.n .... ' · Da8'11lg•· 
Ouatodian • • 
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Monte zuma Castle National Monument 
Camp Verde , Ari~ona 

MEMORANDUM for the files. 

June 10, 1947. 

The attached papers were received with the S. L. Palmer collection 
deliver,"! d to ·this monument June 7; 1947 from Hesa Verde National Park. 
See acknowledgement of June 10, 1947, File 845. 

H. H. 



BOX No. _._/ _ OF 2. 

s. L. PAI.MER comrTION 

l'l'l!MS ~ MONTE2tMA CASTIE, ARIZONA. 

Mesa Verde Nati onal Park Museum Accession Number 231. 

SoL• Palmer 
Collection No, 

12 

6 

8 

9 

4 

11 

3 

2 

2 

7 

? 

? 

5 

1 

(~ 
L 

Also: 

Meea Verde Museum 
Catalog No, 

, a04~v 

< 2452 / 

(,, 2454~ ) 

317i> 

3178 ; 

( 32(1J ,\ 

c._.32_29v'"' 

~ 

i_ 3230 

3231 

3233,..'S/ 

3232 y 

' 
32.36 ./ 

3237 

3238 v' 

.3289/ 

,2 

Object. 

Root plaster, 2 pieoee. 

Miscellaneous weaving 111&teriala. 

Bowl, large red; in tragmen te, 

Wood, showing a&e cute, 

5 frasmente ot arrows. 

2 stones tied together with yucca, 

Bow, small; broken, 

Skeleton ot baby; skull and scapula 
missing; wrapped in tragmente or 
cotton cloth, MY.Cat.No. 3230, 

Blanket, cotton; trapentar7; wrawed 
akeleton MV.Cat.No. 3229. 

Skull; deformed; ehi.lde; jaw missing. 

Dessicated torearnie of a child. 

Three jawe ot children. 

Fragments ot cotton cloth. 

vMummy ot 2 1ear qld boy. 

Cotton blanket.a; wrappi'nge !or 3237 • 

Piece ot wood showing stone axe marke, 



Bal No. _l ___ a F _:?._ 

S . L. PAUJ R COLL!CTIQ 

..__.....,. ....... .-A CASTIJi , AR.lZOltA. 

tan• V.-de t:a t.ional Pa rk ~•aua Acces aion Nuober 231. 

s.L. Pala• • •ea Verde Mue• Objec t.. 
Collection No, Cataloa o, 

12 

6 

8 

9 

4 

ll 

l 

2 

a 

7 

1 

? 

' l 

l 

10 

.Uao: 

I 

2404 

24,2 

2~54 

2484 

31?1 

3171 

'jSf 

3229 

)231 

)2)) 

32)2 

)236 

3237 

)238 

3219 

j 
t'. 

loot plaet er, 2 pieces. 

MlaceU.neoue weaTin.g aa t erial.8. 

Bowl, large reds in i'r apen t a. 

Wood, 1bow1• ue o.ata. 

' t r qpiente of arrowe. 

2 atone a U ed \~eth• wit.h J11CO• . 

w, U11l5 br okm. 

Skeleton ot bllb71 skill and scapula 
nd1a1nu •npred 1n t rapent.• ot 
oM~a oloUl, llV .Ci t.Jo . )230. 

Blanket. , oot.\OOJ t r..a eata17; wr apped 
1keleton Mf .Cat..lo. )229. 

Sk"1.l.J deto eda cbUd•J .1•• ai•.S.ric. 

l>eeaiaat.ed for•rm• ot a child. 

Tbr• j aws of cbildren. 

Pragment.8 ot aott.on clotla. 

M~ ot 2 .rear old boJ. 

CottoA blankets; •Applac1 fOf' )2)7. 

Pi• c• ot wood 1howinc etoiw axe u rka. 

Two photov,rftphs ot ' ·$ontezu.ma Ceetl •. 



llr. Don Jiatson, 
Park I a.tur&llat. 

Ha.mond, Indiana, Dec. 10, 1946. 

United States Depart.•nt o! the Interior, 
latioaal Park S.rYice, 
Keea lerd.e l&t 11 Pam, Colo. 

Dear Mr. Wat•on;-

&e!erring to rour let.tar of Horember 81 1946 r.garding wider wse 
of the collection ot artifact• loaned in 19.38 to the Depart.ant 
ot th• Interior aa the S. L. Pa.laer Collection, and to be uaed at 
the Mesa · Verde 11 ational Park llueeua. 

I appreciate 7our thoughts regarding greater utilisation of this 
collection and I have no objeotion to your loaning parte o! the 
cal.lect.ion to other aueeuaa ot the lational Park Service, it in 
7our opinion thq could be cliepla,yed. to better advantage. 

Purel1 tor sentimental reaeone 111' !aadly would like to baTe the 
collection rell&in a• a unit 110 tar as record• are concerned within 
the Depart.amt or the Interior. 

It would be desirable o! oouree if you would have the •rtiolea 
displayed, credited to the s. L. Palmer collection, at whatever 
museWI you aq decide to use thea and ae a matter or personal 
inter.at, we would be interested and pleased to know at what points 
and in general, what article• are dieplqed at the various .lllU8~UJD8• 

.lt eome time in the near tuture I plan to again viait the lational 
Parka in the Southweat area and hope that I ay have the opportunit7 
of meeting you at that ti.Jae. 

Youra very trul.T, 

/a/ s. L. Palmer. 
s. L. Pal.Iler. 
Southmoor Apt. Hotel, 
H&DIB.ond, Indiana. 



BOX Mo. ;?_ OF_ Z_ 

S . L. PAL\.IE.tt COLLrC'l'IOB 

ITFl S ~ KOlrfEZtlitA CASTLE, ARIZOr A. 

Jin a Verde National Park uaeua AcaeJJaion M&Mtbtr 231. 

S.L. Palmer 
Col.l!ct.ion No. 

12 

6 

8 

9 

4 

ll 

' 2 

2 

7 

? 

? 

5 

l 

l 

10 

Mesa Verde Mwsem 
Qataloa 11o, 

2404 

24'2 

2454 

2414 

3171 

)178 

)2Uf 

3229 

3231 

3233 

3232 

3236 

32J7 

)2)8 

J28C1 

:. .. 

Object. 

Boot plaetc-, 2 piecoa. 

M180ellaneov.e weaTing ma teria l e. 

Bowl, lara• reds in frqmen t a . 

Wood, ebowinc axe o.ata. 

j trasmente of arrows . 

2 stones Ued t.ogether with TV.Cea . 

Bow, small; broken. 

Skeletofi ot bab7; skull and scapula 
m.1ssi04r; wrapped in t l"apenta ot 
cotton cloth, 1 V.Cet.Bo. )230. 

Bl anket, cotton; traameata17; wr apped 
skeleton MY.Cat.No. 3229• 

Sklilllf detoned; chUct.; j aw aiaslnc. 

Dessicated fol'ea!"lle ot a child. 

Three j awe ot children. 

Fragmen\8 ot ootion cloth. 

MU!:lr>l.Y ot 2 T eer old bo.r. 

Cotton blank eta ; wrapp1.oas tor 32)7. 

Piece ot wood showinc et.one ax.o mar ke. 

j 7 · . . L , 



UN !TED ST ATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NAT IONAL PARK SERV ICE 

. ~A VE~O~ IATIOhA4. r"li~ COlOttAOO ., -
THE S. L. PJ\LllER OOUIOTION 

V\ 
' I 

Th• •t•rial 1n 11h• S. L. \Palmer Ooll••'1on waa oolleo-e4 by Dr. s. L. 
Pa la•r. ot San Jraaoiaoo, iJl 11194-Si ' 'l'h• ooll• •'icm was 1Mne4 to the Mir•• Verd.a NaUonal Park museum 1.Ja 1938, wi tb. the etipulation that n be 
kept iniaot there. 

I~ a letter or December 10, i;41 , Vr. Pel•er ~reed that th• colleoi-
1on' • areatea~ value would be realized if th• Tarioua artttaota wera re­
tu'lutd to th• ar• ma •hioh they oama. Rb only reques' n a tha,, When. 
dhpl.a7e4, ored1t be giYen w the s. L. Palmer Collection end th•' '11• 
or1&1n.al reoords be retain•4 a t M•sa VC"de. A copy ot Mr. Palmer•., 
letiar ia enoloeed. 

Th• only record received with t~• oollection ie ! lar~e sheet liet-
1DC all artiolea, 1f1 th !TltHlauraenta, locality an~ a brief deeoript6cm. 
A phot011tatio oop7 ot thie reoort ah"t iiR moloaed . 
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10-23 
(Juoo l~I) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Tr ILISa Oattle Nat 1 l Mon"'11lent, 

°"'P Verde . Ari zona. NATIONAL PARK 

A Cliff House in Arizona 

by 

Richard Wetherill 

b1ancos Times (Weekly ) 

Man cos, Col orado 

Friday• }.~arch 20, 1896 

IMPORTANT 
This file constitutes a part of the omofal records of the 

NatloDAl Park Sorvice and should not be separated or papers 
withdrawn without express authority of the omcial in charge. 

( 

All Files should bo returned promptly to the File Room. 
Omoials nnd employees will be hold respona.U~le for failure 

to observe thcao rule'i, which are nccoosaq to protect the 
integrity of the official record& 

NEWTON B. DRURY, 
Direct.or. 

. 

FILE NO. 
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THE t!ANCOS TllfES 
( .lcelcly) 

!~ancos, Colorado 
Frida.r 1 t~arch 20, 1896 

A CUFF HOUSE DI AIUZONA 

Richard Wetherill writes us as follows concornlng a visit he Qade, on the 
6th inst.., to n celebrated Clift House located about two and one-halt miles 
from Cantp Verde, Arizona: 

"Today I visited the old Cliff Dwelllnes known as 'l!ontezuma Cast~e.' It 
is on the north side ot Beave:r Creek and nearly t.hree td.lea frcrn the old tort, 
and la t.he one so graphically described b7 r.harlos LaiDie. 

n'l'tle cave in Hhich the ruin is found i::s a email one, being not 1·1ore tban 
70 feet long, 50 teet high and 20 or )0 teet deep. Tho house la a tittr of rooma 
five stories hish, and reached at the present t.ine b7 ladders plllced at conven.­
icnt points on tho !aee of the cliff by sCl!le enquirJ.ne invest.1.gator. 

"The lower tier of rooms aro sf.\al l and unconnected, dug out of the solid 
cliff, \ti th the fronts wal led up, as are the cnve dwel lings of the lower liancos. 

"The second tier consists of but t110 sma.1 l rooms, si<l e by side, through 
which we have to ascend to reach the neoct, or third floor. 

"Thie one has six small, rectangular rooms, except. the west one, 11hich wae 
'ls•d as an estuta. In this room is a !'ire-place, in uh.ich the household bak­
ing w1s done. This is at the trest side or t he roan an<l not in the center, as 
\'?C usual].y !ind them. The smoke esc·:ped through a small hole in the wall next 
to the cliff. At the east ood of t his tier of r ooms is r: ~all ledae 25 feet. 
lone and 4 or 5 re et • ide. It adjoins the row of roor.is, and over it all haTe 
to pass to ascend to the rooms abo•e. In thi:J tlr.'lall space I foWld 1 after a 
fe\'f nrl.nute• s ork, t.he remains of at least halt a dozen children, one of 1hieh 
is a very talr Clll!!ll4. All of these, axcept the IDlr.ifJ.J, 11ere in a praniscuows 
mass nnd nothi.nc lfitb them. Tho nlll'J:\1 •as the loner burial, and it rested 1n 
a Tery snall excavation ne:·:t t o the rock on the floor of the cave. It \7as 
1<1id straight out.; head to the i;ast; tace up; hands at its sides. ;\ honl •nas 
found at tho loft o!' the head, and a small ba; and arro.rs were J.Jring lenath­
wisc at the right side. '.lhe body i s ·.?rapped in cotton cloth, which is still 
in n stato ot good preservation. The crave n::i s cOTered t.ith small, roWld 
sticks placed three or four inches apart and parallel ~1ith each other, :JUp­
porting a rush nat uhlch had been spread over the grave. Over all this ..-;al!I 
about tl10 feet of iiebris, ar-1onc :;hich was round so r.lall3 other rec;ains. 

"The fourth !loor contained ei;:ht rooms slililar to those belou. The roofs 
of these rooms arc .in good condition. 'n1e lon0>er floor joists are supported 
by timbers or posts set in the 1 :iddle ot the r\'>oMs. The doors are all of on 
irrel:ul.:lr shape, beine nearJ..1 a foot wider at the top than at the bottom. 

"The fifth floor contains four snall roora.s connected by door-ways. 'Ihe 
~>ofs and tloors of Utesc rooms are in good condition. There are no loop-holes 



!'ra:l these rooaus l.ook1ne' out, and bat one outside oponlne. 

n'l'he s.t.xt.h, or upper tloor, 1a a caft 60 teet loo.a, tho tront of which 
hi&a e parapet three and a halt feet hieh mttend1.ne almost tho entire length 
o! it.. Thoro are two 14rge roama in the r r ot this part, one ot hlch cm­
taina a great amount of dobria, ich caonot. be COYcd unl.osa so othJ.na could 
be contrived to settle tho duet. In the tront ot these rnoca is a apace about 
6 feet tti.d• 1n which ther is ;ibout a foot or rlebrla, contain.lng all eucb 
things OIS the Oillt Dwollcre UOod in their r.ork, but covered b7 -~ trtJm 
these rooms. f!.tJ¥ loop-hole& are in these upper nlls, coverJ.oe all approaches 
t.o tho river below. 

"I am h1ghl,y elated at ~ auccess in tindlna ~i:llca hero hore ao l!.'Ull\J 
b:!ve visited, nnd in a ruin thnt.. has alna7ts h-1d npeclal r.1ent1on aode ot it 
1il i;orks upon this deep)T interest~ subject. 

"I bavo tinit'Jhed the work o! todq, and it I meet. nitt, further aaccoss 
tca>rrow, the ropOl"t. will be aont in. 

/s/ Rich3rd eth rill. 

Botei Richard etherill a the oldest or the ti• therill Brothers. Re 
euJ.ded s. L. Pallllcr, bis wile and daqghters, and later married one ot the 
P'11Mr airls. 

\ 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
lblter: .,. c st.le 
-----·---~--------------------- NATIONAL MONUMENT 

Camp Vi.trde, Ari &CIWl 

Sept.ember 12. 1919 
------~---------------· 19 __ __ _ 

Mr. s. Le Palmer . 
111 Kmvood • 
Sm Franateoo • Callt. 

Doar • Pel.core 

Be: 0 ju.at reooiwd 'Sl9 copy or ~ i.ttor e.ddrosood to Superintend t 
P1nkl.cu • alonz i th the p.'-\otoga£'1 e ~ the xoava.t1c:in J'0'1 &iclod 1n porrormo­
inc at ··ant~ Caatle in 1816. 

Yow- acoount in ju:at tU aort ot tb1Jag I had hoped tor. and 1a rar.ark­
e.bq OO'!l:ploto. It• and the photot;rapha, wlll farm a valuod e.ddl'tiaa w om' 
reoord.G. and will be kept porrumently ill tho tJUsoum horo. 

le c!Ooply gratotul far tho paifl8tol:ing care~ 11hlab J'CN haw EJ>DO 
on OUl" aoocnmt.. Since Suporlntcm.doot P1.nkloy 18 u11d.oubt4tdq also wr1~ 
you1 I wi l l oloae th tho 121 · th t you CBY. eoo mo:D¥ coro SlJS:'.Ora umtor 
tho wustorn 11tm befaro yo·1 go to tho llappy ilunt1~ Grounda. 

e x.-/1-'4- i;J..,'\..12 .(...v1 

00 Sap•~ Pinkley ( ~ ,.~ 11ox) , '} i~i.(I ~t.~ 



San Francisco, Aug. 28, 1939• 

Kr. Frank Pinkley, Superintendent. 
Headquarters, Southwestern l!onumente. 
National Park SerT1ce, 
Coolidge, Arizona. 

De~r Mr. Pinkley; 

Your letter was received seTeral days aiO, asking tor further 
information regard1ni my early visit to Montezuma Castle. Kr. :Fi.i.rl 
Jackson, Custodian of Montezuma. castle Monument has also 11'1"1tten me 
for similar information fO I will answer your letters jointly and 
attempt to give such information as I can definitely remember over 
this lona period of time . 

V:y Father, Mother and three children of Burdett Klana~s , started 
about the year 1895 on a trip through Colorado a nd the s outhwest 
purely for the purpose of sight seeing. We travel ed in a ~agon built 
eepecially for the trip and it was constructed s omewhat similar to 
the present auto trailers, hO'lfever 1 t was powered w·i th :tour mules. 

We visited southwestern Colorado and a t Kancoe made the acqWlin­
tanoe ot Richard Wetherill, who with his brothers had but recently 
discovered the Mesa Verde cliff dweller ruins . With Riobard Wetherill 
as companion and guide we viated a portion of tht Uesa Verde ruins, 
then traveled south to Aztec New Mexico,and from Farmington Tilted 
the Chaco Canyon ruine where we did some excavating. We found .;.at 
this location a number of pieces of pottery in the small mounds 
opposite Pueblo Bonita. 

From Chaco Canyon we traveled southwest to Phoenix and Prescott 
Arizona. In the early spring of 1896 we camped tor about two weeks 
on the Verde River among the trees directly in front of Montezuma 
Castle. '.l?e came in by way o~ Camp Verde and as I recall some soldiers 
were stationed there at that time. We explained at Camp Verde that 
we expected to visit and probably do some excavating in Montezuma 
Castle, but we were told that excavation would be useless since 
the ruins had been completely excavated years before and nothing but 
the walls remained. 

The ruin as we first saw it in 1896 appeared to hav~ been well 
excavated, however we removed some accumulated rocke and loose material 
in the rooms but found nothing of interest other than fragments of 
ea re of corn, broken animal bones, charcoal, f ea the rs , ~nd fr.ae;mente 
ot pottery. we had about decided that excavation was useless when i 
we noticed that the dirt waa undisturbed on a small ledge along the oui( 
side of the ruin at the point whare the upper ladder now entera. 
A shallow excavation revealed the burial of a number of bodies. Thie 
burial place was in rather an exposed position and had the appearance 
that part of the original space may have possibly broken away and 
fallen below. 



It was impossible tor ua to determine just how many bodies 
were buried in this s~ot for moat of the remains were fragmentary 
ant almost completely decomposed, only those innediately ad.jaoent 
to the cliff were preserved . There ware howeTer probably eigh\ 
or ten bodies buried here, these were all small and undoubtably 
children. There wae but one preserved mummy and that was photographed 
in the exact position that it was fotmd. The depth of the excavation 
probably did not exceed two or three teet , a good idea of this can 
be had from the photogl'8ph as the eround under the shovel and at 
the foot ot the mummy had not been disturbed when the picture wae 
taken. Next to the head of the mummy was found a red pottery bowl 
about 8 or 9 inchee in diameter, fra£111ents of cloth were wrapped about 
the body and several etieks one of which was intact were l•yine 
acroes the body as shown in photograph. Aleo tound with the mumny 
was a well preaerred bow and eeTeral reed arrows, these can be seen 
in the larger photograph of th• mwmny and the bow is also noticeable 
in the picture showing the location ot the mummy before r em.oval. The 
dirt that oOTered the burials contained oharooal and fragments of 
pottery indioatin~ that part of it at least waa sweepings fro~ the 
rooms. Some of the material however appeared to have fallen frO!'i aboT• . 
possibly trom crumbling wall&fr, thrown there by earlier excavatione . 

There was no evidence that the burials had ever been d13turbed 
since the bones appeared to be in their original burial position. The 
pottery bawl was the onl y one found in the entire burial place and 
there 1'91"8' .no othtJ' ,.f r agments to indicate that other complete pottery 
pieces had been buried there . 

'I'he general apptiarance or .:vontezuma Oaatle as we saw it. in 1896 
and as I saw it thia summer is almost unchanged. I re r.all that one 
or t wo of the upper interior rootn8 had fallen roofs. FroiJ ono o'6·;~ 
the fallen roef timbers we sawed a short oroas section which ia now 
with our collection in Mesa Verde Park, apparently these loOefl ~imbere 
have since been removed as they were not apparent when I aaw t he ruin 
this sunm.ier. At the tirn.e of our early visit to this location we 
found it necessary to build crude ladders to gain access to the ruin. 
These ladders and their location can be seen in the photograph of 
the ruin . 

I was greatly surprised this swmner to see the rather extens1Ye 
q~ ruins that have been exoaTated and restored at the base o! the cliff ft<l 

"~ by. These ruina were entirely OTerlooked by us in lti96, probably 
conoealffd by debris from above. 

The persons shown in the photograph are my father and his three 
children. The older aiater later married Richard ·rretherill and novr 
lives in Tucson Arizona, PO Box 572. As she ia several years my 
senior it 1a probable that she may recall details of our trip that 
I have orni tted and I am B1 ~re that she would gladly furnish any 

. intonriation poesible. 



~n a preTioua letter to ~r Alberts at Jlontesuma Castle I 
explained that the m11~ y toBether •1th a number of apeci.J!'!ena 
found at Montezuma Castl e ancl a considerable colleotlon or 
pottery collected elsewhere were loaned to the Keaa Verde Park. 
)(r Jackson has e plained the deelro t.o lvlvo t.he part or th• 
collection fror• ontezuma Caatle transferred t.o that local 
mueeum. but we do not care to have such a division made at t he 
proeent ti o. Tho ont1re collection was lrlB}tly prized by our 
f ther and ho often cxpresocd a dooiro to have it ultflnately 
pl o.cod in a J ttBoUi where the itrea.teat numbor rr•ight enjoy it. 
ao for sent cnt a l roasone bis children do not care to have it 
divided. 

In your letter you mentioned intoreet in the photoeraphs / 
sent to Kr Alberts ao for thie reason I am encloe1n£ additional 
copies tor any disposal you may choose. 

I hope that thio mo~er narrative will aerve aa an answer 
to the information r equested by you. 

Toure Tery truJ.7 

Pif~r 
001 nr. Earl J'aclcaon. 

' ' ' C•,. I o;. 



THI ~cos mms 
(Weekl.f) 

Manco•, Co ore 
Fridq • Maren 0 1 

Richard Wet.berlll write• u •• follow• concern.11\f 1 •bit he mad• 
t.h 1n•t.., t.o a celebreted Cliff Hou• locat.d 1bout. t.wo and on• 
r CUip Verd•, Ar lsoiia s 

"Tod•! I vitd.t-' t.h• old Cillt Dwelling• known a 'tlo .tn !NI a 
on the north aid• ot INYW Creak and n .. rl.Y t.hree ml.lee ran the o 

and 1e th• on• .o ir-phicall,J de.c:ribed bt Char LH LUai•. 
•1'a• caft in whi-Ch tb• J"G1A ia !oWld la • eoall one, being not more 

lu feet l:oni
1 

50 t••~ hi&b and 20 or 3<> .r .. t. rl••P· Tne ho111Se 1 • t er 
r v• etor1 b1,ti, and reached at th• present t.i•• b.Y hdcter" 14 "'' • 

nt po1nte on t.he face et tb• cliff by acme tr\Cl.U1r1~ 1n eeUp o 

•'lb• low_. \.ier of ro-. are •all and uncomect.ed, dug oat or 
1!~ with th• f1'0Dt.• wail.S ~1 ae are the ra•• dwe~ l.ing• t 

llTh• at1eond tier coaaht.8 or beat. two ... l roo•, eide b1 1tide, 
h w• h•" to a•cend t.o reach th• oat., or thl ro rloor. 

ie 1~ ha:J ab: mall, NC t.an;rulir l"OOlll v. • t. t.he w 
en •etu:ta. In Ude room ie • tire pla • w h 

o • 'n\1• la at th• wNt 1id• or we roc:a d n 
"ill Wtual4' !ind t.h•. 1"e ••• eae p•d through a 

11!!. At the M•t. md of t.hls t.l•r of room 
4 or ~ teet. trid•• It adjoia. th• row ot ro 

to ascend to th• roou •bo-.e. In t.ttb am 1 epac• l o r 
t.e 1 lfork, th• .1"9Ulina of at lN1t halt • doseo ch l r 

iii v ry lair •WMIJ• All o! th•a•, uc pt the Ill ,, , were in 
ant\ nothing •itb th•. The •tmll wee th• lower burial, nd 

-..ll ucavaUoa nut to th• rock on 'the r or of th 
traight outi hMd to UI• Mat, fae• up, hand at its d • 

r \d at. the left ot the b•d, and a .all bow ad ar owa •• e 
whe at t.h• r.i.,ht. •id•. 'lh• ~ ia wepped ln cot.t.on cloth,, •· 

1 at.at.• or good preMrntiOft. Th• grev• • 1 ove"'.d w1t.h 
ck• paced t.hrff or roar i.Dcbe• apart and parallel • th 

a nu1h ut llllhich bad been •prn onr th• gr• •· 
t. two feet ot litbrla, Mq which •• ound ao iuny ot.h 

1h• fourth floor coataiatcL •.lib\ r:._. alailar t.o th<> • b• a.. 
u! Ul•• l"C>09a ar• 1A iood condition. 1h• laopr floor ,lo-•la ar• 

timhw• or poet• aet. in tbe aiddl• ot t.h• rooui. Th• doora r• 
• ular •b.mp•, beiAB MU'l.7 a toot. •ider at. th• top bin at t.he 

•Dl• tlfth floor cont.aiaa tOGr .. u rocma connec t.ed bJ door-wa 
roof. and t.l.oon or Ul•• ft- IU"• 1A good coadi tJ. • Th•r• .,.. no 



from th••• rocma loclld.QI .. t., ud bat. one OGteid• •J*liae• 

•tta• •ixtb, 01' apper floor, ie ..... 60 r .. t loac, th• tl'ont ot 11hi.ch 
ha• a i:-Npet \bre• and a b&lt ten b1lh ettAOc11ng alllo.t th• cure lea,th 
ot it.. !bere aN two lar,. rocaa 1A th• r•r ot We part, ooe ot which coo.­
ta!M a ireet. .-at ef debrla, wb.icb oaoaot. be M'ffCl aohae 1N1111et.h.iq could 
be cont-rl'ffd to Htt.le the dut.. Ill tlt.e trant. •t th••• l"OOll.8 1a a 8})8C• about 
6 feet wide in which \licit ii abcuat • toot ot debrie, contaiA!ng all ea.ch 
thinp •• th• Cl.1.tf Dwell ... ued 1A their work, bat coffnd b7 •Mpi.np £r0111 t-M•• room. M~ loo~l•• are 1A th•• apper wall•, oo"1'ing all approachH 
!M> the r1 TW' be1-. 

•I aa h1tblT elated at.., 1uceee in t1nd1ag tialice her• where eo m.11\Y 
hlT• Tiei ted, . and 1a a ru1n tblt ba• •1-J"I had •.,.oial aectJ.on Md• o! 1 t 
1n worka upon W.• d-s>JT tnter .. t.1..ng nbject. 

•I ba•• tiAiaMd t.be work et todq, and it I meet wit.b !urther success 
tcmorTW, th• report will be .. .at. lA. 

/•/ Richard Wetherill; 

lot.es lticb&rd Wetherill••• t.M old•t. et t.b• tiT• Wetherill. Brothers. He 
guided s. L. Palatir, 1119 111.f • ad daqbtere, and later aarried on• or t.he 
hlmr ,iri.. 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Uonteauca Cutl 

- ----------------- NATIONAL MONUMENT 

Co::i.p Verde. ArbOt'IJl 

• s.. Z... Palmer• 
111 Jtwd y, 
San Pr&no1sco1 C&lll'orn1a 

Door lir. Pah.ler1 

.iuq n . 1ne 
---------------------------------- -- -- ------ ~--- --' 19 _____ _ 

hn taking tha opportmdocy or .. 1 tiDG you in r ego.rd to tt>.e ''°11 
10'1 fotu:d at .woomtiUT:'JB. Castl in 1895,. e:nolon1n& l?l)" l etter w.tt.b 1hat 
GE Ra.nger Echd.n c. Alberts. 

kl :.r. Alborn hae aeaured, • your l otter and tho c::&XJellont 
l'ltetozrapha of the mvution and th Caatl• are ot r l w.lue to 
our rccorde oi' Uontostl:la Co.otle r.ats.onal .. ,onU!:lf11lt. It 1a rare. indood1 

that wo are able to Clheok reliabJ.7 on earl1 0:1:oc.'V&t1011.1 at 1h.1e site. 

lo vould dooply appz-eoio.te 1\ 11" you muld take the trouble to 
writ• out ae ~loto M. &OOOlmt o.a p.oesible or your T1Gi. t to the Cn.atle 
in 1898. Suen an ~ oould inol.uAe doai;rlpticm ~ m:iy unusual features 
~ saw. or toa'brea W\1d\ exist.d 1n JlOO mid Whioh JV'1 ell• not PO on 
~ rocont trlpf 1h• ttxtft:t of tho oxcumtiona JO'& pcrforoed 1n ttlo 
blailding cd YS.oiniv. wJ. th appr-oxir,ete cl•1p.t1an or epeoif1o room 
1n 'lhi& w.>rk dm»t and & detailed acoount ot what GS fo1u .. "Cl 1n tbe 
a;J"BVO Gr the l21::l:l\f• For ilustanoo, l aeo by th& photocrc.ph ttl&t l.rJ 1:bo 
eiclo ot tile t:D.t.~ la a pottol""'.f vo1JJol 1 111hich I auppoae s ~ried with 
it. Loo.n1! oYer the vo 1n ih• picture I see two or threo eticka. 
Wwe they buried 1d. th the ~ Hem 4oop 'mlB the bod:y lmriedt Wu i~ 
°'1r'ied 1D d.Srt loh the Indiana had oarr1ed Sn. or 111 trGSh whlah tb9y 
had ducipod aver t:ho cl1rr fi'<= 1ho rooas abovo? Do ya-J think the Indiana 
disturbed prni~ burial• 1n order to bury the babyt (That-. ~tl:r 
th co.ao in t.Ma vicinity• -... tboy wore ovidontly ~art OD burial upace). 
'You could jud.e;e about diatur-btlnce of previoue burial• by rt"tll<J:\boring how 
tba bonoo wre tomd. l.other Gcattercd or in burial poal t1 cm. llcr.r 'f:AJJ:3' 
apcoimans, 1f &111. appear to have bc>en 41.otur~ :ao that 'the l:aby oould 
be Wriedt Did J0'1 rs.m othar undiaturood burials on that a&ClO llldget 

or oot1rae. 1 t 'WOUld tab oam1dora'bll tiJle to w1 te out 1nfon:at1m 
aakod a.baat 1n 1h• abovo pe.rar;ra.ph. Poas1bly ,_. do not wish to or do not 
havo 1h• t1m to do it. Bat 1t' Jll'll oan write u dotailod an aaoount au 
z:imr.or:,· llllonu O"T'Jr that lcmg per1o4 fir tSaae that has elapsed. uo ~ld lB 
gan.uinoly gra:tw.\11• and woW.d aouider J"IW" paper ao a o.ontrlbution to 
ec1enao. 



\ 

I undorstazld you hAT• tho aaterlal you round a t Uontoauna C.'Utl e 
no on loan to tho l!oco11 Vordo Rational Park'~•~· It ttu-.t m1Jer1al 
1a mrked '° S.t can bo eoparated troo the mt•ial you recovered t'rCD 
O'tt\_. parttl of tho South , at, d 1a still 1n a cood at&to ot p~004rTAtiCID, 
it would bo a m1 ty f'lno thina ir W\J could M t.h• Wontosu:a astlo 
r::iatorial bD.ok at this ait~. r.e aleo have & l um oolloot1cn. whloh 
that would be ney worthwhile a.dd1t1cnal tr.rial. In a tOfl dq)I our 
maou::i will be located in ttlo ..,OYarmmmt building W&ioh io l ooo.tOd ID ttl• 
oanter of the parJd.nb turn...v0\ll1d, a hund.Nd reot out ot mero ~ aaw 
th oollectiGD reomrt.1.7. \ 

If ., oould obtain your pemiasicm. to uk for ~. •onto&~ · C tle 
r.atorial to be J:\OVOd tro:n lloaa Vorcto to thi9 t'JUntttn~ ~· l oan or £\ltt 
bu1a !'rom you, I bol19Y9 thore llOUld bo uo troubl• 1n a oourlll(; 1\t i'rom 
tho • Verde Suporintcm t . 'lhe , Uoy all parka ax\d 
zr.az:wc.c::!l • 11 c:m.e of cooporattcm. and it i• ccora.lly . It<! that ~oiJ:la.l.e 
are ~ moro int cat and Tnlue uawLlly 1t thO"J be 8limin in the ,Y1oin1tf 
more touod. ' · \ . . ' 

I 

l»yt' I hopo to hear tra::i you in reprd to all thoao ~avore at.• 
o!d.nr; or you' And a:;ain, thank8 tor lllhat you ho."'9 already demo. 

~l Jackaon, 
l.\.1Stod1m 

I 
I 
I 

\ 
\ 
' 

\~ 

\ 
~ 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

~~-p_~~~----- ---------- NATIONAL MONUMENT 

CClp Verde, Ari aom 

Jlr. •• L. Pal.mer. 
in temrood a:r, 
San Franci•oo, Cal.it'. 

Dear Jlr e Pa.J.mer I 

-------·--------------··--·-----

___ tful~.-~1~ l9_S9 -----··· . 19 __ _ 

I am in receipt ot your reoCt letter w:i.i:h enclowree of piotu:re• 
o~ l!cmtesw:a Cutle and ot the nhumtion of a llll1lllJ'T at thia place in 1898. 
Theae picture• are ot intenae 1.ntereat, and are 'ftluable docmJD8!lta tar our 
1.nterprekt1cm o~ the ruin to our numerous Tieitora. l!Ay I thank you moat 
•incerely far your gracioueeea in aencllng u.-. 

I hav. tu.med tM pioturoe ovor to F.arl Jaokaon, Custodian or thie 
Kational numant, . and he hu expl"'9 .. ee4 u:trem• interest in them, feell.ng 
u I do that they repreaeDt an 1.maluable aooe•a1011 to our muaeum here. 
I ha-.. no doubt but that h• will oomr:u.micate nth you per•onally in regard 
ta thi• Eatter. 

001 Cuato41an Jaokaon. 
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I . ,.. : • .. 
r VonteZUJa Castle Batioa.al Mo2l\18'ent I ,. 

Camp Verde, Arizona I 

I .. .January 25, 

.-.; al 
_. •I~ I 

j 
Memol"l'lndua 

To: Oftneral Suf\9r1ntent!en.t, S.lNLI 

1'roa: 3uperintendent I 

• Subject: Llatlng aroheologiaal material troa MontezUJla Castle 

That part of the S. L. Pal .. r Oollectton whiob \1ae transferred 
to~ontezUl18 Castle National. Momament troa Ke88 ~erde Nation.el Park in 
1947, is recorded on ~be Pal11Br Colleotton list aa coming from the Castle. 

Corroboration ot the prorenlence ot thia 1118t,r1al (our aoc••s­
ion number 6&) ls (o~d in an article t:rom the llanp~ Times, March 20, 
l8i6 (oop7 in our tiles} quoting Rloh•rd ~etberill'• acooUJat ot the 
tindlng ot the mummy on a ledge ot Montezuma Castle. "Th• mummy •• 
the lower burial, and 1 t r.ated in a T91!f am.all exoant1on, next to tbe 
rook on the flOOl' ot the caTe. It was lald straight Ot&t i head to tbil 
eeet; tao• up; huq at lta sides. A bowl woe tou4 at t~ left ot 
tbo heacl, and • uall bow and arrow• wen 17lng leqthwl-o• at tm ?lpt 
sid&, The bodJ b wrapped f)a oottoa olotb, lfbioh la atlll 111. a ante 
of good preserv~tioa. Th• gra't'e wap ooTer ed with •Mll, ro\Ul4 o'1elre 
plaoe4 tbreo or tour incbea apart eJa4 parallel with eaoh other, sup­
J>onlng a ruah mat wh1oh bad beea spread over t ha graTe." 

I* la deairable. eventall.7, to exnnlt the Pal mer mummy ae 
found, wt~ eooorn'OBDying art itaots . The abovementtoned bowl 1• probabl7 
that now oatal~ed nW!lber 66/l , as b roken but reetoreble; t he 'bow and 
arrows are Hated ta the oatalag le4pr a.a numbors S and 16. 

in duplioate 

Far L. Young 
Superintendent 



ACCESSIOl~ 65 

See Accession 103 (established 1/16/59 for 2 photographs 

of Castle during Palmer visit; pictures given to Montezuma Castle 

National Monument in 1939, by S. L. Palmer, Jr . --are not part of 

the Palmer Collection loaned to Mesa Verde). Photographs are in 

this Accession Folder. 



~s-
ACCl!SSION ~,., Nf:JA.J-# 73 7 # 73~ ~/:3.-/40 

See Accession folder 65, letter of August 28, 1939 from S.L. 
Palmer, Jr., for record of acquisition of these two photographs. 

~ ~ ~a.~.,,,_ evu:r-~ ~ J-- . .._ 
~v~. Vl4>- u/~. 



Pl'Oltf.lntenoe: ontezum O&nl• 
Donor: 'e Verde NP (hlcer oolleo,loo) 
Dates 6/47 
ltoma: :14t.. $O 

,/ / 
Ola7 • '131, ?4b 

./ r""" ./ ./ I,/ v t 
Hwn&n - 7~2 , ts,, 73&, ?4J. , 74.11 • 1352, ie12-101~ 

./ ./ V v I / I ,/ V" 1""' v · .i/ 
Vor.etel - 733, 735, 739, 740 1 744-, 74&, /13~, 1506-l Oll, 1616y 15$7, 
1~6-1~5. lr~S-1,,.4 

Photo - 43{, 4~i 7 37 ~ 7 ~ 6' 

Stone • '14Jf 
Ank.a1 • lGOG, l vQ7, ~ 

v v 
d..i_~o"' '-"'-. o ~ Ti 13S5 



CLASSIFICATION OF ITEMS 

Artifacts and skeletal 
material 

CONDITION OF GIFT- LOAN­
EXPEDITION, ETC. 

Unrestricted loan fr an 
Mesa Verde Na.ti onal Park 

65 

. - ,.-· . . 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

J4ont~ZllIDA~-C&.stla.-.. - NATIONAL PARK 

ACCESSION RECORD 

CATALOG NUMBERS 

16 
65 through 65 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

File 620-46, correspondence 
unit July 7, 1947. 

Accession No. ____ Q_Q ___________________ _ 

Date Received _JJ.J»~0 .... 194.7 __ _ 

GENERAL DE~CRIPTION 

Weaving materials, pottery, 
wood fragments, arrow frag­
ments, blanket gragment, 
skeletal mate~ial, and 
complete skeleton of a baby. 

DOCUMENT FILE 



S.L. Palmer CollectioH and Records 

S.L. Pall;ler's grandaughter visited Montezuma Castle June 23rd, 1960. Her address 
Mr5. i .S. ft'/L(Y11'ti..e, 

is' 131 X El Paseo, Millbrae, California. She stated that she has glass negatives of 

the Indians of this area, some of which bear dated notations. In addition she has a 

diary kept by SL Palmer, Jr. , then 14, e~on the trip in~~~ 
She has been considering cop~ing the diary, but evidently has also been considering 

offering the glass negatives to NPS. She wondered who to write. 

If the items at Mesa Verde have not been given to the park service or if certain 

of them have no:_,title should, she felt be vested in her brother, Gaylord Palmer 

218 Covina, San Antonio,Texas • Both s . L. Palmer and S.L. Palm.er Jr are now 

deceased. S.L. Palmer died in 1948. 

B. Harvey 





. . 

:rrontezuma Ca s tl·e in 1895. 
Nll!nn1y·wa s t · ken from the front part 
of this ruin. 



Memorandum 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Montezuma. Castle National Monument 
Camp Verde, Arizona 

To: General Superintendent, S'NNM 

From: Superintendent 

January 25, 1957 

Subject: Listing archeological material from Montezuma Castle 

That part of the s. L. Palmer Collection which was transferred 
to Montezuma Castle National Monument from Mesa Verde National Park in 
1947, is recorded on the Palmer Collection list as coming from the Castle. 

Corroboration of the provenience of this material (our access­
ion number 65) is found in an article from the Y...a.ncos Times, March 20, 
1896 (copy in our files) quoting Richard ;~1etherill' s account of the 
finding of the mummy on a ledge of Montezuma Castle. "The mummy was 
the lower burial, and it rested in a ve-ry small excavation next to the 
rock on the floor of the cave. It was laid straight out; head to the 
east; face up; hands at its sides. A bowl was found at the left of 
the head, and a small bow and arrows were lying lengthwise at the right 
side. The body is wrapped in cotton cloth, which is still in a state 
of good preservation. The grave was covered with small, round sticks 
placed three or four inches apart and parallel with each other, sup­
porting a rush mat which had been wpread over the grave.n 

It is desirable, eventually, to exhibit the Palmer mummy as 
found, with accompanying artifacts. The abovementioned bowl is probably 
that now cataloged number 65/1, as broken but restorable; the bow and 
arrows are listed in the catalog ledger as numbers 3 and 16. 

in duplicate 

I uf t ~ I/) -'/-i 

r.:;ror-; !JL' ..# ' s ,(, · """: y·:1 

• '/'j/,J",., .J:~ .) ,, 1-UC.- ~'>' .,,._ I 

-~~L:(ro 
Superintendent 

~ I,, /? .. 1 f 

F::1/c/~ ., r U> . { 

I 



UN !TED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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Excavation of mummy at Montezuma Castle by S.L . Palmer Sr. 
in 1C$96. 





Ph ot ograph o f J~:ummy ta ken fr om J' ontezuma 
Ca st l e in 1C$96 . 

s. 



  

HUMAN REMAINS 

SINAGUA, SOUTHERN 

ARCHEOLOGY 

__ __ 

HONANKI-TUZIGOOT 

1 

COM/GD 

 

LOAN OUT - NPS 

EA 

OLD CAT # 737 

COTTON 

LADD 

MUMMIFIED SUBADULT (2-3 YEARS) MALE, NATIVE AMERICAN W/ GRAVE OBJECTS.  COVERED IN TISSUE AND WRAPPED IN 
COTTON CLOTH.  PALMER COLLECTION, PALMER # 1, MESA VERDE NUMBER 3237/231.  AFOS INCLUDE MOCA 731, 733, 
739, 746, 1505-1509, 1516, 1517. 

PHOTO NUMBER 
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MUSEUM CATALOG RECORD - CULTURAL RESOURCES 

VALUE AT ACQUISITION, BASIS  

1986 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

PARK ACRONYM                          

CLASSIFICATION 

OBJECT 

DESCRIPTION 

SITE OF ORIGINAL COLLECTION/PROVENIENCE 

CULTURAL IDENTITY 

DIMENSIONS/WEIGHT 

MEDIUM/MATERIALS 

REPRODUCTION PUBLICATION CITATION 

OBJECT LOCATION 

OBJECT STATUS AND YEAR 

ACQUISITION TYPE 

CONTROLLED PROPERTY 

CATALOG NUMBER 

ACCESSION NUMBER ACQUISITION DATE 

ITEM COUNT STORAGE UNIT 

SITE OF ORIGIN 

OBJECT DATE HISTORIC / CULTURAL PERIOD 

OTHER NUMBERS 

CONDITION 

ARTIST/MAKER 

CURRENT VALUE, DATE, BASIS 

EMINENT FIGURE ASSOCIATION IDENTIFIED BY AND DATE 

RESTRICTION 

CATALOGER AND DATE 

CATALOG FOLDER 
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FORM 10-254 
REV. 7/84  

LOT QUANTIFICATION 

NUMBER    
MOCA 1352 

06/1947 MOCA-00065 

N 

TRANSFER FROM NPS 

AZ  O:05:014(ASM)  YAVAPAI __ __AZ __USA MONTEZUMA CASTLE 

/ 

Y N N N N 

$0  10/19/59 

PREHISTORIC 

HUMAN REMAINS 

MUMMIFIED 

- 

10/19/59 



MONTEZUMA CASTLE 

NATIONAL MONUMENT 

NAGPRA INVENTORY 

Human Remains and 

Associated Funerary Objects 

Elaine A. Guthrie 
Western Archeological and Conservation Center 

National Park Service 
August 1995 



MOCA 1352 is tlie "cliild mummy" 

are included in this accession. Both individuals were identified as Native American and Southern 

Sinaguan. 

ACCESSION 28 (MOCA 403). In the accession record, this collection is described as 

"miscellaneous material from unknown proveniences and unknown date received". The 

provenience for this inhumation is listed as the Verde Valley Area, not Montezuma Castle 

National Monument. The catalog card indicates the remains date to the "late Pueblo". No other 

items belong in this accession. No cultural identity is listed and the biological affinity is 

indeterminate. 

ACCESSION 65 (MOCA 732, 734, 741, 742, 1352, 1512, 1513, 1514, 1515). The "Palmer 

Collection" consists of material collected by S. L. Palmer and family in 1895 at Montezuma 

Castle (Palmer 1940; Wetherill 1896). These materials were stored at Mesa Verde until 1947 at 

which time they were returned to MOCA. Only two inhumations in this accession have 

associated artifacts. Objects associated with MOCA 742 include MOCA 740, 1510, and 1511, 

while artifacts associated with MOCA 1352 include MOCA 731, 733, 739, 746, 1505-1509, 

1516, and 1517. All of the human remains and associated artifacts are Southern Sinaguan, but 

only MOCA 734 and 1352 were identified as Native American. The biological affinity of the 

others is indeterminate. 

ACCESSION 73 (MOCA 966, 974). The accession record describes this collection as 

"archeological material from stabilization work at Castle A and Cave 319 .9 in 1953 by Lloyd 

10 

CWilson
Highlight



MOC.A. 1352 is tlie "cliila mummy" 

MOCA 1265/101 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 1266/101 Southern Sinagua Native American 
MOCA 1267/101 Southern Sinagua Native American 
MOCA 1268/101 Southern Sinagua Native American 

( MOCA 1352/65 MOCA 731, 733, Southern Sinagua Native American 
739, 746, 1505-
1509' 1516, 1517 

MOCA 1360/22 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 1512/65 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 1513/65 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 1514/65 M Southern Sinagua ? 
MOCA 1515/65 M Southern Sinagua ? - / .. , 

(MOCA 1521121 MOCA 126; 127. ) Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
128, 129,(134!) 
154, 1364-i '.368, 

.I\, 1369 
VMOCA 1528/106 MOCA 152p \{' Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
YMOCA 1529/106 MOCA 1528 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 1562/109 unknown indeterminate 
MOCA 1686/121 Southern Sinagua Native American 
MOCA 1758/122 Southern Sinagua Native American 

l MOCA 1764/122 MOCA 1748 
" 

Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
vMOCA 1901114 MOCA 81,~77 ) Southern Sinagua indeterminate 

MOCA 2091/148 unknown indeterminate 
J 

MOCA 2092/148 unknown indeterminate 
MOCA 2093/148 unknown Native American 
MOCA 2094/148 unknown Native American 

r MOCA 22611145 MOCA 1909, 2104, Southern Sinagua Native American 
2262-2266 

MOCA 2712/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2731/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2732/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2733/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2734/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2736/2 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2737/2 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2738/2 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2739/2 Southern Sinagua Native American ,, 
MOCA 2740/2 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2741/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2742/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2743/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2744/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 
MOCA 2745/25 Southern Sinagua indeterminate 

1 20 

CWilson
Highlight
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perso el \. .... 
· "... ·an AugusrSi ·nt>y· Young, of camp ·Verde, was given emt>loyment as e. per 

diem guide . On August ~5 , F.d and Carey .llberts left for. Headquartez:s, ~ 
This marked his transfer from the · position of ranger at thl:s post .to 
that of relief ranger- out of Headquarters·. It · is anticipo.ted that- ROy 
Young will retrain· as guid~ here until replo.ced by a man from the Civ.il 
Service register , or unt'il September 9, o.t which tlmo he returns to- the 
mtiversity of Arizono. . On·August 4 the custodio.n .wo..s r equira1 to to.ke 
hb.lf a. da.y of sick· le'o.ve. 
J.llseum and :E)iuoation 

Not"""!Ong ago a. Mr· s. L. Po.lmar, Jr., of San Fro.ncisoo , Cnlifornio. , 
wris· guidod"'through Monteiuma Co.stle by ·Rc.nger Edwin c. JUberts. As o. 

' T ' l result of thiS' trip, Mr· Pa:lmer very kindly sent to us, o.fter his r e- :~. 
turn home, some excellent photogro.phs of somo oxco.vatigp tho.t w~s .don& 
bY. hiL.(o.ther o.nd Riohard Wotner ill in Montozunn Ca.stlo in 1896. One 
o~ the photogro.phs is o.n axcell~nt viow· of Montozu?llll Co.stlo, o.nothor is 

'.. a.· very good vievr which wo.s to.kon of n portion of tho lodgo o.t the base 
of-'t ho present· top lo.ddor loo.ding into the Castle, Th9 P.!_l.ot~e-o.ph shows 
the mummy of o. bo.by j,p._aosit;_QA_ ~~r.!> ~~ wo.s uncovor od on this ledge •... 
Tho body ho.d ovidontly been buried in some tro.sh v.hioh had-nooWiilo.ted 
oti this ledge, o.nd' from the photograph, we judge SQDLe_E,ottery wo.s buried 
Y4_.~- it. We ho.ve T.Titten Mr . Pnl mer tho.nking- h11;U for· tho ·photos , - o.nd 
.o.sking him for any- do.tn on the find which he can givo us from memory. 
The mummy is · now on exhibit in the mus~~ of Mesa Verd~ No.~iono.1 Po.rk. 
'Naturnl.ly, we a.re going to leo.rn if it is possible to ln ve this !llWnll\Y 
tro.nsferred bo.ok to Montozunn Co.stle•~ museum. whor e it logico.lly belongs 
as part of the culture pattory her e . 

· PublioitfJ. ·. 
· Tho izona I».ily Sto.r •for August 4. 1939, carried a. column-long 
a r ticle on the dono.tion to the Montezuma Co.stlo museum by Mr . S. L• 

. J>tL;rmer, Jr~ , 'of ·sa.n Frcmcisoo; California., of some photogro.phs of o.n 
t oll .,. • I 

~avution performed here in 18g6 by Mr. ro.lmer· Sr., o.nc Rtcho.rd 
Wetherill . The article described whll.t tho photogro.phs rEJVeo.lod of o.n. 
'excellent mu~ which wo.s found o.t tho bo.se of the top lo.dder leo.ding 
-'into the CO.stle. · 
· ' · On August 14 ,The l~rizona. Republic Publishing Compo.ny ran o.n article 

· in o.t lea.st one of its tv;o do.ily papers deacribing the violent stonn 
which hit Montozumo. Castlo No.ti ono.l Monument on August 13 . On the 
·so.me ·do.y o. news brio!' on this storm v.o.s brondco.st over Ro.dio Sto.tion 

· K- T-A-R, Phoonix, 1~rizona. • 
. :.·. · ·Mi'scellaneoua· -

The flurry and rush of gett:i,.P.g ~oved into the new o.dministr o.tion 
: o.nd museum 1000.tion during tho busiest seo.son of the yeo.r is now ovor, 

o.nd we ate pretty well orgo.nizec o.go.in. From tho custodio.n's point of 
view, the monument is getting o.long satisfactorily. Of courso, thoro 
a.re a.lvm.ys little ja.rring notes , like ~ne tha.t occurred fivo minutes 
llgo·. I v.ns busily pecking a.vmy o.t the typewri tor on these irrunortnl 

, lines when I hea.rd n co.r drive up . I went out to groet them, a.nd 
found three well- dressed people sitting in a. br and new shiny Ford, 
looking o.t our checking sto.tion sign which sa.ys 11 25 cents o.dmissi on". 
I tipped my ho.t a.nd snid "Howdy" . The only a.nswer I f1t wns "If you~ 
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RA.MDOM NOTES (Cont 1d . ) 

THE EDUCi.TIONJIL PP.OGRJJJ OF 'l'HE NhT I ONJ.L fl.RK SERVICE (Cont ' d . ) 

field trips o.ro , of courso , c~nsidored hibhly inportnnt, fo r through 
thorn , tho nc.tura.lists ore cblo to sh~r first hand , objocts which co.n 
only be discussod during tho evening lectures . 

Gonora.lly spo~ing, tho rnus euo is tho nuclous fron which rc.dic.tos 
o.nd around which revolves tho oduc n.tionn.l work. Hero it is thnt the 
visitor con~ tor his information; her o ho is poraitted to browso c.t his 
loi suro; a.nd fron her o ncny of the field trips begin. Gro.duo.lly the au­
SOw:lS i~ tho nctionnl perks o.nd nonun~ntsa.rc ta.king sh~pe . Money fo r 
such projects is sl~v to no.torializoJ a.nd tho r ocont pr~gra.ns such ns 
Public Works , c.c.c. , ruld w. P. A., h...'\VC assisted irnr.lOO.sur o.bly . 

Tho ranger n:'.turo.lists consituto the fc.cul ty l)f tho world 1 s lo.rgcst 
sumr.ior school . ~Vhotho r tho visitor ' s interest lies in tho field of 
geology , or nithology, 011t ot1ology, bot ruw, zoolocy , or rolo.tod subjects , 
he is o.lwo.ys suro to find cm ~u tlet for h i s intorost i n s ..:>r.10 po.rt of 
this groo.t school of nc.turo. The c.ir:t of tho oduo:iti:mc.l work is not 
a.l one to toe.oh . I ho.vo o.lvra.ys felt the. t if wo succood in stinul c.ting c .. 11 

intor ost in tl~o oµt - of- doors--o.n int er est which the visitor will to...lce 
hor.10 with hil':l--o.n intorost which will cncour a.go hin to i;o fn.rthor c.nd 
soak out further truths , tho wor !~ is worth while . 

No o.ttonpt should bo oc~c to hor d tho po.rk visitors into tho ed­
ucc.tiono.l field . Thos~ who wis h to tc.ke o.dvo.nta.i;e of the opportunities 
which o.ro offer ed o.ro t1olc:mo ; those who profor other forns of diversion 
o.ro froo to sock out their O':m interests. The nunbcr of educc.tioncl 
c~nto.cts during tho 1938 senson spoc..ks for tho success of tho progrc.n. 
Dur ing tho.t period , in tho western ru-ons , 4 , 348 , 861 such c:mtc.cts rror c 
no.do . To be sure o. lo.r;,;e nunbor of those c.ro "rcpoo.ters . " Tho s o..-:ic 

person ma.y visit a. rnuscun, ~ttond o. lecture , nnd o.ccon~a.ny o. ncturclist 
nfi old , but ovon so tho nunber ~f visitors t:ll:int; advantat;o of tho op­
portunities offered is little short of sto.ggorinG • 

Corte.in it is tho.t boccuso '.)f this nm•r service l~oricnns o.ro r eturn­
ing homo with n b r oa.dor c:)nccption of tho n~tionnl perks c.nd rri th o. bet­
tor knovrlodgo of tho vronclcrs t hc..t lie within their boundnrios . 

(PC'.por r oc.d c;-..t t ho 1\nnua.l !\!coting :;f tho li.":lor ioo.n 1~ssoci=.tion 
of Musouns c-.t SC\11 Fr c.!lcisco, Juno 26- 28 , 1939 . ) 

J p) 
: . . 

Uy fnthcr, nothcr ~ r o r cn of Durtlctt K~·.mw.s , stru-t·ca 
a.bout tho yoc.r 1895 on c. trip thr0ugh Col.:>rndo a!ld tho Southwest pure­
ly for tho purpose of sight- seeing. Ho trnvclod in a. wc.gon built 
ospocio.l.ly for the t rip and it wa.s ccnstructod sonowhnt sinil r.r to the 
present o.uto trrolers , however, itwo.s p~wored with four nulos . 

Vlo visi tod Sol.lthwestcrn Colorado "-=ld c.t ! '.o..ncos no.do tho ncquc.in­
ta.nco of Riche.rd :~thorill , vrho ni th his brotl-o rs ha.d but recently 
ul sc.:ovorod tho Hoso. Vord.o ruins • With Riche.rd 1•rotherill ~s o·cri.1~ui.m 
( h ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~....::::;;....._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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PAPERS CONT . 

d guide we vis i ted a portion of the Mesa Verde ruins , then traveled 
th to Aztec New Mexico , and from Farmington visi h".i the Craco '.'1rnyon 

ina where we did some excavating . We i'ound at t~-~ l".Jcc tion a nt.:moer 
pieces of pottery in the small mounds opposite M!O~lo Bon2to . 
~om Chaco Canyon vie traveled southwest to Phov.l~j~ llild Prescott , 

izona. '1n the early spring of 1896 we campod for about two weeks 
,a the Ve'r de River among the trees directly i n front of Montezuma CasJ.;lc . 

came in by way of Camp Verde and , as I rscall, som~ soldiers were 
ationed there at that time . We explained :at Ca.mp 'T'Jrdo that we ex­

peote~ to visit and probably do some e.:rna-;at•.ng in :r1:oni;ozuma. Castle , but 
,,_ · were told that excavation would bo useless oinoo the ruim> r.a.d been 
oompletely oxcavatod yoars before and notl-dng but t he v:.llJs r omai:.1od . 

The ruins as we first saw it i n 1896 a.pponrod )c o hc.ve been thoroughly 
excavated , however wo removed soma accumule.ted r ocks and 100::::0 r.1atorio.l 
in too rooms but found nothing of interest other tho.n f r'.\grr:rmta of oars 
of corn, broken animal bones, charcoal , feathers, and f:-o.r,rr.cmts of pot-
11ory. We .had ti.bout dooidod tho.t excavation was useless whon wo noticed 
that the dirt was undistur.bed on a smo.11 lcdgo along t ho outer sido of 
the r uin at tho point whore the upper ladder now onto rs . A rh!.lllovr ox­
oavo.tion roveo.lod tho burial of a number of bodies . This burio.l placo 
was in ro.thor o.n oxposod position ruxi hod tho a.ppearanco that po.rt of tho 
original spo.oo mo.y ho.vo possibly brokon awa.y o.nd fallen below. 

It wns impossiblo for us to determine just how m::my b odies vroro wried 
in this spot for most of the remains w.:;ro frugmcnt u_ry om almost complete­
ly dooomposod , only those immcdi'atoly adjncont to tho cliff m:.rc pr -osorvcd . 
There WOljQ however probcbly e ight or ten bodies 'biriod here , thcso were 
all smo.11 And und oubtodly ch:i)dren . There was but ono prO'sorvcd mummy und 
that was photogro.phcd in the cxo.ct position that it we.a found . Tho depth 
of tho oxcnvo.tion probably did not exceed two or throo f eet, o. good idea. 
of this co.n be ho.d from the photograph* o.s tho ground under tho shovel 
and o.t tho foot of tho mummy ho.d . not boon d isturbod whon tho· picture was 
.ta.kqn .. Noxt to tho her.rt of tho muJ':lillY wo.s found t\ red pottery bowl o.bout 
oight . or nine inches in diC'.rn<.' tcr, fro.gmcnts of cloth rrc.ro 1·.rrc.p:ior.I r:..beut 
tFo body M.d . sovoro.1 stic!cs ono of1'.·hichvrc-.s into.ct w,~r o ltt~·L.;:.: :.:.cross 

.the body o.s shown in photegrctph . * Also found with the mu::.ir:.ji' v<fc.S C• woll 
· pres erved bow. and sovoro.l rood c.rrows , thcso cr:m bo soon in tho lo.rgc r 

photogrnph of tho mummy and tho bow is c.lso noticcc.blo in tho picture 
showing the locntion of tho rnummy before rcr:iovc.l . Tho dir t thnt covered 
tho burio.ls contninod cho.rco;:.'.l ~md frc.g.mG;1ts of pottc.ry indico.ting thn.t 
po.rt of it o.t least wo.s sweepings fro111 the rooms . So:no of tho mo.torio.l 
however nppoa.rcd to ho.vo fallen from c.boYe , possibly from c rumbling 
wa.ll s or thrown thorc by earlier cxcc.vutions . 

Thoro wc.s no evidence thr.t the burials hc.d e·ror been disturbed 
since too bones appeared to be in their origino.1 buria.l position . The 
pottory bowl was tho only one. found in the ont ire buria.l plo.co o.nd thor o 
wore no other fro.gmonts to i ndica.tc th:::.t other complete pottery pieces 
hod boon buried thoro . 

Tho gon<;rt\.l o.ppeo.ronce of Montezuma Co.stlo o.s wo so.vi it in 1896 
Md o.s I sc.v1 it this summer (1939) is almost unchnngod . I r eco.11 t~o.t 
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MONTEZm.tA CASTLE I N 1896 (Cont ' d . ) 

ono or two of tho upper inte rior rooms hnd fo.llcn roofs . From one of 
tho fa.llon ro of timber s \vo sawed a. short cross secti on which is now 
with our collection in i.ieso. Verde Ne.tionq.l P:.r k, nppo.r cntly these loose 
timbers ho.vo since boon romovod o.s thoy wor e not r.ppo.rcnt ~hen I so.vr tho 
ruin this summer . At the time of our c:rly visit to this locctionwo 
found it nocesso.ry to build crude ladders to gain access to tho ruin. 
Those l a.ddors a.nd their loc~tion can be seen in tho photogr~ph* of tho 
ruin. 

I wns grontly surprised t his summc. r to soc tho rl".ther extensive 
ruins thnt ho.vo boon oxcnvntod o.nd r ostorud o.t tho bo.so of tho cliff nc ru­
by. Those ruins wcr o entirely overlooked by us in 1996, probc.bly concco.lcd 
by debris from o.bovo . 

The persons shown in tho photogro.ph* nr o l'l\Y fo.thor nnd his three 
children . Tho old er sister l o.tor marr i ed Richard Wetherill ::.nd nm• 
live s in Tucs on, Arizona. , P . O. Box 572 . As sho is scvcrc.l yonrs my 
senior it is probo.blo thnt sho mo.y r ecn.11 dctcils of our trip thnt I 
ho.ve omitted nnd ·I run sure t hc.t sho would glc.dly furnish o.ny informo. ­
t ion possiblo . 

*Photographs on file a.t SVINM Headquarters , Coolidgo, Arizonn . 

***SWNlf*** 

;\J\I\0'1VS f\ECOVEf\ED rI\01'vl LOi'JG J-JOUSE 
J\UJ1'l, B;\i'JDELJER 1'J;Yf J Oi'J;\L iv10~JU1'vl £ i'f T 

By Robert Lister , nrcheologist foremc.n 

A numbor of interesting c.:rrmv frc.gmcnts he.vo boon r ccovcrod from tho 
Long Houso ruin in Bandelic.r Wntionr.l tionumcnt. 1'ho first of these pieces 
of arrows wC\s found in Tfarch , 1939 , during tho ruins stc.biliz c.tion work 
on Long House, o.nd s cvoro.l moro ho.vo boon f ound sirico thd time . 

While r o'po.iring tho wa.lls of Rooms 143 c.nd 145 of Long House , it 
wo.s nocosscry to r cmovo some of tho dirt ::djc..cont to tho wells . In this 
dirt , just o. fow inches beloYr the surfc..c o , C\ numbor of tho c,rrO\r fro.gmcnts 
vroro rooovored , o.nd scvorc.l ,·,-ere found on the su rfo.co of the t>."O rooms . 
Tho wooden frr.gmonts \V\.ro in such ccndi ti on r.s to ind icc.tc thci.t they h~vl 
not boon oxposod to the ·,,rc:.•thcr for r. v :::.ry long per iod of time, prob~bly 
duo to tho f o.ct thc.t thoy hc.d fall en or hc.d been blo\·m from s:>mo shelter ed 
ca.vo or c r ack in tho cliff . The Long Ho\\SI:. ruin is built !".long the br.se 
of c.n o.lmoBt vor tico.l cliff thn t is from 100 to 150 feet high . In tl.is 
cliff th.or e nro mo.ny cro.cks c.nd cnvos where co.chc~ of such thin;:: us 
c.rrows would bo pr dsorvod , but , strc.nge to s c.y , tho only likely 11lc.ce 
from which the arrows could hr-,vo dropped is o. very sm::-.11 ere.ck c.bout hC\l f ­
wny up the fr.co of the c liff . It seems hardly possi blc th:'\t the r.rrows 
could ha.vo oomc. from this very smo.11 cr~ck, but it is tho or.ly possible 
1ourco that can bc_s.a.c.n...£l:.Qm. the e;round.a..._ ll._:..:ro.u.ld .b.~_clm.os.t.....i.cpordblu 
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(Cont' d • ) 

d guide we visited a portion of the il!esa Verde ruins, then t r aveled 
th to Aztec Mew Mexico , and from Farmington visit c-1 the Chaco r:anyon 

ins wi:}ere V1e did some excavating . We f ound at t~.:.£ l'jC(tion a numoer 
· pieces of pottery in the sraal l mounds opposite F1.!oolo Bonito . 

From Chaco Canyon we t rave l od southwest to Pho".r~:;.;. Clild Prescott , 
izo~. 'rn the early spring of 1896 vre campod for about two weeks 

p th; Verde River wnong the trees directly in front of Montezuma Cas~,;l e. 
~ came in by way of Camp Verde and, as I r ecall , somP. soldiers were 
~ationod there at that time . We explained at Cnmp V0rdo that we ex-
pected to visit and p r obably do some e:cce:;at;.ng in ~fontozuma Castle, but 
.. . were told that excavation would bo u seless oinoe the ruins !:a.d boen 
oompletely excavated yea.rs before and nothj ng but the ;:;alls roma i.;10d . 

The ruins a s we firs t saw it in 1896 a;::pov.rod ·~o hc.vo bocn thoroughly 
pcavatE>d , however wo r emov ed s ome accumuli:.ted rocks and loose matoric.l 
in the rooms but found nothing of i ntoros:t other thi:An f r~grr.rmts of ear s 
ot corn, broken animal bonos, charcoal, f eathe r s, and f:-a.~~rr.m.1-cs of pot-

' tocy. We . hnd a.bout dooidod tho.t oxcavo.ti on vro.s useless whon wo noti cod 
that the rlirt was undis tur.bod on n smo.11 lcdgo o.long tho outer sido of 
the ruin a.t the point wher e the upper ladder now. onto rs . A ~hallow ox­
oavation r ovoo.lod tho burial of a number of bodies . This burial placo 
was in ro.thor o.n oxposed positi on o.n:i had tho o.pperu-anoo that po.rt of tho 
original spaoe mo.y h.o.vo possibly broken o.wo:y o.nd fo.llen below. 

It wn.s impossible for us to determine just how m~y bodies vroro l::u ricd 
in this spot fo r most of tho remains wer e frugmont ury o.m almost complcto-

. ly doeomposed , only thoso immodi'atoly o.djncont to tho cliff vro rc pr·osorved . 
'!'her e wor q howovor probc.bly eight or ton bodi e s b.lricd here , thcso wore 
all smo.li And undoubtedly chi],dr en . Ther e was but one pr°cYsorved mununy nnd 
that wo.s photogro.phed in tho exo.ct position th.a.t it W:lS found. Tho depth 
of tho oxcuvo.tion probo.bly did not oxcccd two or tr~oo feet , o. good ideo. 
of this oo.n be ho.d from the photogr aph* as tho ground under tho shovel 
o.nd o.t the foot of tho mummy hud . not boon d isturbod when tho· picture vras 
t:U::~n. Next to tho hor..q of tho mummy wo.s found C\ r ed pottery bo;:.rl o.bout 

'oight ~ or nine inches in di~.mctor, fro.c911ent s of cloth we.re r.rrc.p:1.::r.1 c..bout 
· t~o body and . sovcr a.l stic!cs one of \".-hich vrc.s intact were lu~·L; ;:: :..i.c.:ros s 
:_,tho body o.s shown in photogro.ph. * Al so fo und with the mu:::ir::y w,.s u well 
presorvod bow. ru1d s ovoro.l rood c.r rovrs, these cnn bo soon in tho lo.rgcr 
photograph of tho mummy Md tho bow is c.l so not icoc.bl e in tho pict~ro 
showing the location of tho mummy before r cmovul . Tho dirt thnt oovor od 
tho burio.ls conto.inod oharcod a nd frcgm<:.uts of pottery i ndioo.t ing tho.t 
pnrt of it o.t loo.st wo.s sweepings frorn tho rooms . Some of tho mo.toria.l 
howover n.ppoo.rod to ho.vo fo.llcn from c.boYc , possibly from c r umbling 
walls or thrown there by oo.rlicr cxc~v::i.tions . 

Thoro wo.s no ovidcnco th~t the burio.ls ho.d evor been disturbed 
einoo tho bones a.ppeo.red to bo in their origina.l burial position. Tho 
potter y bowl wo.s the only one .found in the ent i re buria.l pla.co o.nd there 
wore no other fra.gments to indicoto thd othe r compl•.to pottery pieces 
hod boon buried th0r o . 

Tho gon<.;rnl o.ppoo.roncc of Montezuma Cnstlo us wo so.vi it in 1896 
!Uld o.s I sc.w it this summor (1939) is o.lmost unchanged . I r ccnll t~o.t 
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