50000°% REWARD

For information leading to
the safe return of

DENNIS LLOYD MARTIN

Disappeared on June 14, 1969 at Spence Field, in the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park. After extensive search efforts, no trace hos been found.

Age 0.0........ .....1 (Born June 20, 1962)

Height ... .. ... Approximately 4 feet

Weight ... Aoproximately 55 pounds

Hair . .. .o . . - Dark brown and wayy

Eyes . ¥ 1 Dark brown with long eyelashes

Family names: Father, Bill Clyde
Mother, Yiolet
Brothers, Douglas and Michaoel
Sistor, Sorah

Dennis has a Germon Shepherd dog colled ‘Lady.’

Anyone having information regarding the whercabouts of this youngster, please
~~ntact your local low enforcement agency or:

William C. Martin
738 Murroy Road
Knoxville, Tennessee 37912
Telephone (615) 689-5015
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‘THE DENNIS MARTIN SEARCH
CHRONOLOGI CAL NARRATIVE

June 14, 1969 - Saturday

Dennis Lloyd Martin, 7 years, son of Mr. & Mrs, William Mertin of
Knoxville, Teanessee, was last seen around 4:30 p.m.g today in the
Spence Field area on the Appalachian Trail in Great Smoky Mountaius
National Park. Dennls was wearing a red "I shirt, short green
trousers, and ow cut oxford shoes with a simplc heel, Mr. Martin
stated Lhat his som is a quiet boy, would not call out, but would
answer to strangers, He also stated rhat Dennis is in a special
education group at school, as his mental age 18 1/2 year behind his
chronological age. ‘

Dennis, his Father, grandfather (GClyde Martin), and oldex brother
{Douplas, 9 yrs,) had come to the Spence Field after spending the
previous night at the Russcl]l Field shelter, 2 miles west of Spence
Field. 'lhey camped in the shelter cabin at the west end of the
field fox the night. Several adults of this group, including
William Martin, were sitting in a grassy cpot to the southwest of
the Anthony Creek trailhead, watching Dennis, Deuglas, and two other
boys of the group all playing near the top and parallel Lo the
Anthony Greek trallhead, According to Douglas Martin, the boys
decided to sneak up and surprise the adults, Douglas and the two
other boys went south and then west and came upon the adults while
Dennis went northwest, as it wereqg and intended to come upon the
adults from a north to south direction, The time the boys parted
was the last time Deunifs was seen. The adults reported that they saw
the boys eplit up, so in effect, he was last seen on the Tennesoee
side of the Spence Ficld. 1t should be noted here that the state
line betwcen Tenncssec and North Carclina runs along the apex of the
tfield along the Appalachian Trail (AYl). The Spence Field is a grassy
area running esst and west on the mailn Great Smoky ridge with its
north drajnages going into Tennessee and its south drainages going
into North Carolina. 1TIr is appreximatsly 2.5 miles to the next AT
shelter to the west (Russell ¥Field), and approximately 5 miles to
the next AT shelter to rche east (Derrick Knob). ®Lhev trails avail-
able to the Spence Field are Aunthony Creck and Bote Mountain on the
Tennessee side and Eagle Creek and Jenkins Ridge trall on the Northo
Carolina side. The Bote Mountain access is a truck and jeep trail,o
i,e., 5.5 miles available for truck use and the last 1,5 miles byo
jeep only.o




Mr. Martin stated that between 3-5 minutes after last seeing Dennis
he became concerned and began calling for the boy. He quickly went
west on the AT as far as LiLtle Bald (Approximately 1 mile) and re-
turned thinking Dennis might be back to the others., He then went
vest again an the AT to Russell Field, 2.5 miles, and returned to
Spencc Field. Mr. Clyde Martin, Crandfather, came down Anthony Creek
trail to Cades Cove and informed rangers around 8:30 p.m. Cades Cove
seagonal naturalist Terxy Chilcoat and his wife were checking out Bote
Mounkain Read in his personal auvtomobile. They drove the 5 miles to
the turn-around and hiked the 1% miles to Spence Field. They arrived
at Spence Fileld around 7:30 p.m., and learned of the missing hey.
They had net seen anything ewroutc., On thelr return they picked up
B111 Martin (Dennis' fathcr) and let him out at the Junction of the
Botc Mountain road and Lauxrel GCreek road. The Laurel Creek road is
the main paved road leadlng into Cades Cave.

Ranger Huffman walked up Anthony Croek and Ledbetler Ridge trail to
Russell Field, and on to Spence Fleld on the AYr. Ranger Nielson plchked
up 1111 Martin approximacely 5-10 minutes afrer the Chilcoates had let
him eut, and drove up Bote Mountain Road to Spence Fleld in a jcep,
They talked te some hikers who had come from Derrick Knob to Spence
Field and alao to asome fishermen who walked from Hazel Creek up the
Jenkins Ridge trail; and also talked to some hikers who had come west
to cast on the AT from Fontana Dam. UNone of those contacted had scen
the missing boy.

Clyde Martin, grandfather, walked down Anthony Creek Troail to Cades
Cove and back again up Anthony Creek trail from Cades Cova.

Cades Cove Sub-district Ranger Larry K. Nielson notilled the Dispatcher
al: Park Headquarters at 8:2¢ p.m. 'The Dispatcher turned on the radia
tape recorder and notified Clilef Renger Sneddon and North District
Ranger Mervis,

Heavy rain storms and thundershowers moved iu around dark and greatly
hampered search activity. Precipltation was estimated to be 2.5 1inches
or wmore in the Spence Field Area, All streams were high and turbulent,

Rangers and family wmembers searched the lmmediate area sround where
Dennis was last seen for the rest of the night.

The Chiel Ranger set up the fellowing plans for morning:

1l crew of 30-men with 5 leaders

10 crews of 2-4 men with 10 leaders
Set up a camp at Spence Fleld
Obtain helicopter, if possible




Park rangers and maintenancc personncl, Sevier County Rescue Squad,
Blount County Rescue squad, Smeky Mountain Hiking Club, and various
individuals were contacted and directed to be al Bote dMountain road
at 5:00 a.m., the morning of June 15, 1969.

June 15, 1969 - Sunday

Yxpericneced WPS personnel and other experienced persons began a drain-
ape scarch down cthe West Prong of lLittle River, Anthony Creek, Little
Bald, and Spence Field drainages.

Ranger Phillips walked up the Eagle Ureek trail to Speuce Field, (This
was the only trail not accounted for on June 14, 1969)

The trail search continued with two visitor horse parties golng up
Anthony Creck, one on the trail to Spence Fieldy the ether on Ledbetter
Ridge Trall to Russel! Fleld. Thirty Boy Scouts,camped at Derrick Ruob,
wallked west on the AT to Spence and eight Boy Scouts camped at Russell
Field walked“dowm Jenkins Ridge trail,

Ranger Nichols coatected 51 Ranger students from Lalke Cilty, Fla. Junior
College, who were on a field trip near Franklin, N. C., and directed
them to the area,

Nine jeeps (4 ranger, 2 maintenance, and 3 JCCCC) and three maintenance
stake-rack trucks were ucsed to transport searchers to Spence Field and
to provide shuttle service from parking arecas for volunteers and others,

Tony Stark, Chilef, Resources Management and Visitor Protectlion, Southeast
Reglon, Richmond, Virginia, was contacted and upproval was obtained to
hire a helicopter to transport equipment te establish a base camp at
Spence ¥ileld, This was done by a hellecopter workinp in the immediate

area.,
Ranger Pledger contacted various North Carolina Rescue Squads,
Mrg, William Martin arrived ian the Cove azound 12 Neon,

local newspapers and radio stations picked up the report and began to
call in for information.

Dr. Randolph Shields, Haryville Collecge, Joined Ranger Phillips on Eagle
Creek search.

Ranger Mike Myers contacted Dr. Robert F. Lash, FAA and CAR Medical
Examiner from Knoxville, Tennessce. This inftiated the excellent
cooperatiion received from the McChee Tyson Air Force personnel.

Dr, Lash recommended, and Ranger Myers centacted the kastern Air Rescue




Service, Warner-Robbins Alr Force Base, Macon, Georgia, to obtain miii-
tary helicopter assistance, 7Two Huey helicopters were dispatched im-
mediately and spent Che night at Dobbina ATTH, Atlanta, Georgla. Ranger -
Myers also contacted U.S. Forest Service District Raungex on the Nantahala,
who in turn made contact with Col. Kinncy, commanding thc Speclal Forces
troops 1o that area, Col. Kinney requested and obtained permission from
the Third Army Headquarters at I't. Benning, Georgla, Lo transfer 40
Special Forces bto the search area,

June 106, 1969 - Monday

Trail and dralnage searches continued. Areas coveved previously were
checked again, especialiy the immediate drainages from Spence Field.

Rangers Niclson and Huffman tool several rescue squad personnel into
the brush and began a grid pattern search at the Spence Fleld ares,

Mr. Tugh "Sklp" trotter, Sevierville, fcnnessee, President of Tennesseea
Association of Rescue Squads met with NPS scaff persomnel, and planned
to organize the rescue squad effort on & larger scale to involye more
necessary manpower., Units from Middle Tennessee, East Tennessee,
Kentucky, South Carclina, and Georgia eventually came inte the search,
As mentioned earlier, North Carolina rescue squads were active In the
area south of Spence Fleld, includinp Fontana lLake,

The Tennecssee Air National Guard, 134th Alir Rifle Group, MeGhee-iyson
AB, Knoxville, Tennessee, sent 17-men to Cades Cove., The McChee-Tyson
Air Basc was the NPS contact, almost entirely, for the military aspect
ot the search, i.e,, telephcne calls to other military units, lialsons,
etc. “These military people initiared much action on their own, such as
ob taining several volunteers from the Air Guard group.

A heliport was established at Cades Cove in the [leld immecdiately west
of the scwage diaposal area,

Captaein Warxyen H. Bourgcois, Alr Korce Advisor forx the (19th Tactical
Control Squad, Tennessee Air National Guard, became the liailson offlecer
to the NPS for thc hclicopter operations. The 119th supplied ground

to air communications and fuel.

WFSC-TV, Franklin, North Caroling, notified the park that 500 Special
Forces personmnel from it. Bragg, N,C,, were on maneuvers in the Nanta-
btala Gorge area ncar Rebbinsville, N. C., and would be 8n avalilable
source of manpower. A Col.Kinaey was in charpe of the unit. Ranger
Marion Mycrs made contact with & Captain Gtbson, through Duke Barr, U.S,
Forest Sexvice Ranger, Nantahala National Forest, Robbinsville, N. C.
Forty (40) Special Forces troops, self-contained and with communications
van, were scheduled to arcive during the night at Cades Cove,




Various news media were covering the scarch, and many individual volun-
teers had become involved. The Headquaxters dispatcher and Cades Cove
Ranger Stalion received hundreds of offers from individuals and or-
gan{zed groups interested in searching for the lost boy. Jecps, portable
radios, maps, and bloodhounds were among the offers made. Many persoms
having dogs were told to try their animals. A few dfd arrive, but were
unable Lo obtain any resules. 7The heavy rains on the first night were
thought to Be a factor which hindered the use of dogs.

Total foree for the day: 300 (NPS, Rescue Squads, Air National Guard,
Volunkeers, and Student Foresters)

The American Red Cross, under tlie gupervision of the ®nox and Blount
County Chapters came in during the day, providiag a food service made
up entirely [rom donatlone from restaurants, merchants, and individuals,

Juue 17, 1963 - Tuesday

Ravger Foster began an Intensive grid search at Spence Field with the

50 students from Lake City Junior College, Florida. Trail searching
continued and extended out of probable areas into possible areas. All
possibilities were checked as manpower was available. Anthony Creek

and othex Spence Fleld drainages were covered and re-covered, as they were
cvery day. Another helispot was established at Russcll Field. Special
Forces ware agssigned to the Eegle Creek and Jeukins Ridge trall area.
Fifty (50) Tennessee ALr Mablional Guard arrived via two Air Force 1H53 (Jolly
Green Glaut) helicopters and joincd the grid search at Spence Field.

The HH53 helicopters could carry government employees only, and were

used primarily for transporting the Air Guardsmen. Rescue squads and
volunteers worked the Anthony Creek and West Prong of Little River

areas in Tennessee. The U. S. Coast Guard Auxlllary of Knoxvilie,
Tennessee, volunteercd boats and men for Fontana Lake. They patrolled

the norch shereline of the lake and transported scarchers to the trails

and drainages on the north shove.

Rangers Cantrell and Kloos, North Carolina Wildlife Protectors, and
voluntecrs [further checked trafls and drainages in North farolina.

Addltional portable radieos wcre obtained from Central Communications,
Knoxville (The Parkébs Motorola scrvice station).

Additional flagging tape (plastic ribbon) was oxdered as the grid search-
Ing required good visible marking of the perimeters and segrch liues.

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TIVA) Headguarters in Knoxville called
and offered to hclp. An additionsl supply of area quad maps were re-
quested and received from the TVA.




The helicopters were unable to fly until appreximetely 11:00 a.m., due
to grouud fog. Helicopters flew 54 scarchers to Spence Tield and 16
to Russell Field. ‘“he majority of the searchers were Lraunsported by
truck and jeep up the Jole Mountalt. road.

Additional rains and heavy use made of the Dote Mountein road made Lt
difficult to negotiate.

Several staff and overhcad were becoming very tired, putting in long
hours. Several were sent back [or a rest and other sverhead relief
were sent to Spence Field.

Additional parl maunpower assigned to the operation Tuesday afternoon
included:

Jim Ray (JCCCC), Relief, Spence VField Overhead

Coy Hanson (JCCCC), Relicf, Spence Tield Overhead
Jerry Couch (JCCCC), Timekeeper

td Menning (Interpretive Div.), Crew Leader

Don Pledger (Sub-district ranger, Luflee), Crew Leader.

Traffic control stations were now set up at Bole Mountain road terminus
to Laurel Creek voad, Cades Cove campground parking lot, and at Cades
Cove helispot.

Lodging and meals were arranged for at Tremont JCCCC for govermment
overhead personnel.

A request was made to SERO to alert additional ovcrhead from other
SER areas 1f needed,

Total force For the day: 365 (NPS, Rescuc Squads, Srudent Foresters,
Teuneasce Air National Guord, Maryville
‘fenn., Volunteer Fire Dept., Air Base
personnel, U.S. Arny pllots and crews,
Volunteers, Special Forces {(Green Berels)

June 18, 1969 ~ Wednesday

Tony Stark, SERog called and gave four nsmes of other NPS area person-
nel put on gtandby for scarch and asked that a stalus report be called
in the following motrning for the Director's Staff meeting. Tater in
the day a cost report was called in to Mr, Stark., An emergency account
number was assigned to the search operation -~ 110132.




‘the grid search continued with utilization of the total Air National
GQuard forces numbering 97 troops. Trail, drainage, ridge tops, ridge
contours, lakeshorc, and other extensive area sedarclies continued.

The boy's father, William Martin, believed the most: [ikely places to
be Aathony Creel drainage or Eagle Creek drainage. 'lhe Special Forces
continued to check out the Lagle Creck pessibility, as rescue sguads
and volunteer workers checked ocut Anthony Creek,

A U~10 fixed wing sircraft was made avallable with a loud speaker
system Lnstalled. The plan was for someonc, such as Hr. William
Martim, to fly over the area and call rhe boyts name cn the leud-
speaker and give some simple inskructions on how to meke contact with
some of the searchers. WHowever, upon Janding in the Cove, the rear
landing gear struck a rock and knocked it through the rcar stabilizer,
rendering the aircraft unuseable. After repairs were made it had to
return to base.

Professor Ed Buckner of the University of Tennessece phened that he and
15 forestry seniors would be going up Eagle Creek via Fontana, Their
plan was to split up in small groups, camp in various places on the
Eaglc Creek trail and build good sized bonfires thraughout the night,
hoping that if thc boy were 1in the area he would come to the firelight,
Dr. Kerry Schell also took 35 senior foresters and searched the Jenkins
Ridge trail up to the Haw Gap vicinity the following day.

The American Red Cross became the central contact for all food dona-
tions. The iadies of the Townsend, Tenn., area had been bringing food
and drinks to Mrs. Larry Niclson at Cades Cove Ranger Statlon. Fven
through all availeble emergency rations were sent to Cades Cove, the
day after the boy was lost, there had continucd to be an everabundance
of fuvod supplied by these volunteer efforts. This continued through-
out the entire effort (through June 29, 1969).

Tweaty-two (22) mere Special Forces troops came into the area, bringiug
their total to 62 troops.

Rain the previous anight created more difficulty with vehicle travel on
Bote Mountain read. Helicopters were limited during the day by cloud
cover,

Sgt. Wochart, Fastern Air Rescue Service, Robbins AFl, requested a call
back on developments and helicopter status.

Four (4) helicopters involved today - 2 Hueys, and 2 CH53's. Thet
CHS3 can haul government empleyees only.




The [lrst of many predictions by individuals, elairvoyants, ard others
began to come in today. Theae predictions played a definite part in
this search and will be dealt with in an appendix to follow the narra-
tive.

Total force for the day: 615 (NPS, Martin family, Smoky Mountain Hiking
Ciuvb, Special Forces, Alr National Guard,
Air Base personnel, U, S. Army, Volun-
teers, UL senior foresters

Cperations Center for sedrch activities was set up in the shop build-
ing in Cades Cove Maintenance area, 4 special telephone was ordered

and set up and all scarch related phoue calls were directed to it.
Several map boards and a larpe table were set up., Constant radio cover-
age on both Park frequencies was arranged, and the Special Forces Com-
municationa van and personnel warc moved from the Cades Cove helispot

to the Operations Center. The Special Forces also set up 4 communica-
tions unit intthe Spence Fleld area, via jeep transportation.

A ""Straltegy Meeting' was held at Parlk leadquarters, at 9:00 p.m.t, June 18.
A review was made of thc entire search operalion as to what had been

done to date and then it was discussed as to what further acrion would

be taken and necessary planaing that should cake place.

The following individuals were assigned to ccordlnate eperations, as
indicated:

DPlans Chiefl Ranger Mariou Myers

Operations Chief Ranger Jamcs Wigglns

Ground Traffic Officer Forcman III Dave Galbraith

Alx Traflfic OLlicer Rangex Dennis Ruffman
Communications Officer Management Asst. Roger R. Miller

June 19, 1969 - Thursday

Ranger Widmer called Mr, Stark, SERO, and gave a search status report,
Another call was placed to Mr. Kline, SERO, to request that the ovex-

head on standby be sent on to the Smokles, Mr, Kline stated that WASO
was sending more quad maps.

The Special Forces began to coucentrate on an arca between Forrester
Ridge and Jenkins Trail Ridpe Lelow RHaw Gap. A prediction had been
telephoned to the Headquarters Dispatcher [rom a dMrs, Schwaller of
Linden, Michigan, stating that the Loy would be found '"Five miles
southeast from arca last seen on o stredm by a waterfall and that
white pine trees sxe in the area.” This was a dream Mrs. Schwaller



Speci.il

had, and reportedly her dreams of this nature "had come true before."
The Martin family were well aware of this and many other predictions
and attached noted significance to them, The area assigned to the
Special Forces would cover the area involved on the prediction men-
tioned. The scarch had turned up no evidence at all; heavy pressure
was being put on us by a good part of the public; there was nothing
to do but to check these predictions,

The Tennessee Highway Patrol and the Knoxville Fire Department sent
personnel to the search today., A Tenneasee liighway Patrol Bell heli-
copter flew Mr. William lartin over the search area, calling to his son
with a small bullhorn, but results were negative as he could not be
heard over thc holicopter's engine noise,

The Knoxville Fire Department kitchen unit, supported by the Ladies
Auxiliary of Knoxville, the Knoxville CB'ers Club and individual coa-
tributions, joined the Red Cross in supplying food to the project,

Superintendent George W. Fry visited Cades Cove and was briefed on
the status of the search.

Total force for the day: 690 (NPS, Knoxville Fire Dept., Tcnnessee
Highway Patrol, Special Porces, U. S.
Forest Service, Rescuec Squads, Univer-
sity of Tennessee, Smoky Mountain Hiking
Club, McGhee-Tyson Air Base, Tennessee
Alr National Guard, U. §., Army, Volunteers,
Tennessee Valley Authority)

The search continued intensively and extensively. 4nimal excrement
(bear and boar) was checked, pit toiflets at trail shelters and fire
towcrs were checked, buzzards were watched, all with no trace of
young Dennis Martin,

The Chief Ranger had telephone contact with Major Schauber, Eastern

Air Rescue Service, and learned that three more helicopters had been
approved, The airborne infra-red sensing device was discussed with

Col. Aiken of McGhee-Tyson. This was later dismissed as incffective
in this case,

TVA sent ten of their best woodsmen to the search.
Rangers Cantrell, Phillips, Kloos, Baffrey, the UT forestry students,

North Carolina Wildlife Protectors, individuals, and the U, S, Coast
Guard Auxiliary continued to work North Carolina.




June 20, 1969 - Friday

The following additional overhead arrived overntght and wenl on
today's scarch:

NDick Sims, Shenandoah; Gary Kuviper, Larry Bancroft and Larvy
Freeman, Blue Ridge Perkway

These arrived by the night of Junc 20, 1969: Carl Lamb, Soultheast
Repional 0ffice; Blck Youny, Colonial; Gilbert Calhoun, Bill Supernaugh,
and Marlow Acock, Natchez Trace; Beb Burns, Mamnoth Ceve; Cerald Ivey,
Bob Ellis, Ed Wilson, QOrand Tetoun; Dick Stokes, Everpglades; Paul

Lagerstrom and David Lane, Everglades, .

Bunks were provided at Tremont JCCUC and eating facllities at Townsend,
Tennessee, and later on meals were arranged at Tremoat JCCCG and &
Townsend restaurant,

Two hundred (200) T¢nnessee Army National Guardsmen, on sutmmcr camp at
Camp Shclby, Mississippi, were callzsd in and bivouaced at the field next
to the Cades Cove helilspok.

Two mobile communications txucks and 5,000 pallous of helicopler fuel
(J-4) came in from the 134th ARG, McGhee-Tyson Alrbasc, The 134th said
that they would provide indcfinite communications and fuel. TFifteen
Alr National Guardsmen remained for the day's scarch, the others were
airlifted back to McGhce-Tyson by the "Jolly Grecen Giant' helicopters,

Chief Ranger Sneddon was taped by various radio, television, Assoclated
Press, sand newspapcr people {rom Knoxville, Tenn., Alcoa, Tena,,
Nasliville, Tennessee, and Memphis, Tenncssee, rcgarding search opera-
tions.

The base camp at Spence Fleld continved to beo manned each night by at
least two persuans, as well as the Special Forces Communicatious CLeam,
Groups invoived were NPS, Smoity Mountain Hiking Club and Student for-

esteyrs,

The Special Torces prepared auncther helispot at Hew Gap by repelling
a man with a powar eaw Lo cut cnc tree, An additional heliszpot was
established on o heath bald uear Spence I'ield, but lower than the
field to enable hellcopters to land under lower cloud cover. (Spence
Field elevation approx. 4r000%, new helispot approx. 3,800t),

Total force for the day: 780 (NP5, Alr National Guard, Army National
Cuard, U.5, Coast Guard Auxiliary, U.S.
Forest Service, Special Foxrces, ReScue
Squads, UT Forestry students, Tean, High-
way patrol, NC Wildlife Protectovrs, McGhee-
Tyson Air lase, J,S5, Army, Voluuntecers,
Smoky Mta. Hiking Club, Red Cross, Knox-
ville ¥Wira Department.)
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Strategy Meeting - 300 p.m., NPS and Specfal Forces,

Chief Raoger set up Plan A (1f Lound alive) and Plan B (Lf dead).
Under Plan A the boy would be taken by helicopter to the Knoxville
Headgquarters of the U, S. Marine Reserxves and then by ambulance to
University of Tenuessee Hospital,

Uider Plan B the Blount County coroner should be invited to come iu.
Iuetructions te finders of boy:

1.d Determine if deed or alfve {dead only if rigor mortis hasd
set in).d

2.d Notify Chief Rangcr by most expeditious means available andd
give; location in detall, dead (radlo code 10-200), or alived
(radio code 10-100-A).d

3. Climb tree and set flag, build smudge fire, use smoke bomb
(milftary oaly) or other signal for helicopter.

4, Stand by while Spccial Forces zappel a man in by helicopter
and secure boy in litter, if alive; or guard area until re-
leased by Chief Ranger and coroner.

5.d Get name and addxess of person or persons who find boy.d

Plans Chicf Myers stated that the top country was pretty well covered
now, Additionsl helispots will be sct up at Russell Field, ‘lhunder-
thead, Derrick Knob, Gregory Bald, Pagle Creel, Hazel Creek, and
Fontana.

The Cades Cove road was closed to keep the many curiousitry seekers
away from the Cades Cove heliport, The roads were used for transport-
ing mca and equlipment. There was not time nor space to control traf-
fic or adeguately handle the larxge number of "gipghtscers.d Only bona
Ffide secarchers were transported from the "Y" to Cades Cove by bus con-d
voys, a dilstance of 5 miley,

June 21, 1969 - Saturday

The roadblock was set up at Tounsend "Y' at 5:00 a.m. Dlount County
SheriEfts Depucles and Rescue Squad personnel assisted on traffic con-
krnl. Rangers screcued searchers and loaded them on buses and 3take
rack trucke for transportation ko Cades Cove, Rescue squad units set
up an operatious center for thelr units In the orientatlon shelter
parking lokt. Voluntecers and other groups werc placed in the camp-
ground parking lob next to the campgiround store. From these points
searchers were btaken to the Cades Cove helispot or to the Bote Mtn,
road terminug, with priority on the military and orher organized
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groups. Many volunteers had waited since 3:00 a.m., and became very
irritated and anxious to go. Alter the saturation point had been
reached on all the high spots, the remaining scarchers were directed
on foot to the low country drainages and ridges on Anthony Creek,
Allnight Ridge, Ledbetter Ridge, and the [immediate drainages into
Cades Cove.

A onc-mile radius around Spence Fleld had been completely saturatsad
by today; also all iwmediate and logical ridge tops, All logical
drainages had been covered 250t up on each side of streams.

Two additlonal US Army helicopters, Chinooks, carzying 32 persens

per load, came in at 10:50 a.m., Approximately 0600 persons were taken
by helicopter. Approximately ?00 were taiken up Bote Mtn. road by
truck and jeep, An additional 100-208 were sent out on foot.

NYS overhead was set up at Russell Field, Derrick Knob, and Fontadna
in addition to those at Spence Field.

Total [once for the day: 1400 (NPS, Rescue Squads, Army National Guard,
Special Yorces, Volunteers, US Ccast Guard,
Simoky Mountain Hiking Club, Alrcraft Opera-
tions Yersonnel, Knoxville Fire Dept.,
Red Cross, Boy Scouts, UT Forestry Students,
Medics (two doctors & two nurses),
Blount County Sheriff's Department)

At 4:80 p.wm., Captain Suller of the State Adjutant General's OEfice,r
Major Schauber, Bastern Alr Rescue Service, and Messrs, Miller, BReal,
and Myers discussed the problems of retaining Lhe present military
equipment. and sedrch personael, Captain Sulter &nd Major Schauber
will contact Tcnnessee Governor lEllington through Adjutant General
Mott to see if we can keep one of each type of helicopter and 209
National Guardsmen through Sunday,

Rascue kquads took jeeps to Deryick Knob via Tremont and Middle Prong
of Litt.le River., A large part of the Rescue Squad effort concentrated
aon the Middle Prong of Little River area today, Onc Rescue sguadsman
broke an arm in a fall while trying to cross an abandoned bridge.
Injurics were vemarlkably light throughaut the project.

Chief Ranger Sneddon requested Communications Officer Miller to call
local radio and 7TV stations to request no more searchexs as of 10 a.m.
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June 22, 1969 - Sunday

Roadb lock aud traffic control statliens continued as yesterday. Yolun-
teer turnout was not quite as heavy, Gravel was brought in to be
placed in the muddy spots on Bote Mtn. road.

At 11:00 a.m., Messys. PFry, Sneddon, Myers, Morrls and Nielson met
with Tennessec Adjutabt General Hugh B. Mott aad staff; General
Douglas, Aasistent Adjutant General; Gencral Yate, Alr Opecrations;
Ceneral Smith, 118th Ai» Lift Wing, in 2 closed meceting, The above
officers were concerned primarily with the function of the National
Gnard in the search operations. After the meeling, General Mott

keld a press conference in whlceh he stated that Lhe present force of
200 National GCuardsmen would leave the area Lhls date, as this was

the end of their swumer camp tour of duty. They will be replaced by
three units (150 men) of the 117ch Mechanfzed Infantry Bat,, of the
Tennessce National Guard who are being called up for this project.
‘they will stay at least through Weduesday, June 25, 1969. Major Webbt
ol HMcChee-Tyson stated that we would have communication and fuel fort
air opernotifons as loung uas needed, The neow National Guardsmen would be
sent directly to Spence Field and Blvouaced,

Based on horizontal map computations, Lhe general coverage area of
the search had reached 56-3/4 square miles. The inteasive coverage
area had reached 12-1/2 square miles, The logical search area had
been reaehed. Wothing at all had beeuw found, The decision was made
in effect, to redeploy the searchers sgaian jo the morning (June 23},
Search groupc would starc [rom Spence Field wherc the boy was lost
and re-cover the area,

Nine more Special Forces came in, increasing chelr total to 71.

Helicoprers lifted approximately 500 scurchers to Spence Field,
Russell Ifield, Thunderhcud, Bone Valley, and Yontana.

Conmunications Officexr Millecr contacted area radio and 1V stations
and informed them that the road block will be reomoved late this
evening after all search crews are out., Visitors may visit and use
Cades Cove campground and other facilities, Search to be conlinwed,

Total force for the day: 1,000 (NPS, Rescue Squads, Smoky Mountain
Hiking Club, National Guard, Air Opera-
tions Personnel, Wnoxville Fire Dept.,

Red Cross, iedies, Boy Scouts, Volunteers,
u.t5. Coast Guard Aux., UL Forestryt
Students)t
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Junc 23, 1969 - Monday

The level of volunteers dropped considerably as it was anticipated.
Scarchers were allowed to drive their persenal vehicles to the camp-
ground parking lot. Heavy rains moved In and curtailed scarch cf-
forts for a major part of the day. Three lagge tent [lys (tarps)
wwere obtained frem Park leadgquarters Firve Cache and sent to Spence
Yield via jecp Lor the base camp., Helicopters were unablec to fly
duc to the weather.

Toral Force for the éay: A27 (NPS, National Cuard, Specisal Torcee,
Tennessee Alcohol & Tax Unit (ATU),
Alir Operations personnel, Rescue sgquads,
volunteers).

A police dog from the Spaxtanburg, 8.C,, police department was used
on the scarch with negative results.

June 24, 1969 - Tuesday

Total forcc for the day: 482 (NP3, National Guard, Special Forces,
Alr ®peralinns personnel, Rescue Squads,
ATU)

Two more offers from dog owncrs were volunteered and accepted,

A young boy wearing a red "IV shirt and off-grecn short pants was
seen walking the perimeter reoad of the Cades Cove campground.

Rangers investigated and learncd that the boy, Michael Devlin, Route
), McCaue, Kansas, was camped with his parents, Mr. & Mrs. William M.,
in the Cades Cove campground. He was asked to change his shirt, aand
the situation was explained to the parents.

A staff conierence was held with TBI Agent Jim Rike.

The NPS staff proposcd putting the search operation on a malntenance
basis after Sunday, Juune 29.

June 25, 1969 - Wednesdqg

Thirty threce ol the Special Forces went off of the scarch after todayts
operation, The remeining thirty-eight (38) will leave on Lhe morning
of June 26.

Rescue squad personnel currently totals approximately 50 men.

Three helicopters, two Chineoks and one Huey, will leave on the morning
of June 26, 1969. The one remaining Huey will remain through Sunday,
June 29, 1969,
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Superintendent Fry issbed a prees release stating that the eperation
will be greatly veduced ar oF Junc 26, 1969, ALl NPS personnel now
on the search (75) will continue through Sunday, June 29, 1969, 1f
the boy is not found by thls kime, the search will contiaue on a
limited basis for up to 60 days.

All Tennesscc Army National Guard Troops will leave today,
Total force fer the day: 403 (NP5, National Guard, Rescue Squ&ds,
Aly Opcrations Pcrsonnel, Volunleers,

Speclal Forces),

June 26, L96Y - Thursday

Total force for the day: 121 (NPSg¢ Rescue Squads, Air Operations Per-
soanel, Volunteers, US Marine Reserve-
Knoxvilie),

Search crews checked a rcport of a decaying odor near the park line at
Tremont traffic counter. This turned out to be a dog corcass. Several
reports of odora had come in throughout the search. & feocw were lo-
cated and were the bodies of small animals,

Twelve members of the U, 8. Marine Reserve of Knoxville joined Lhe
search today and planned to rctura for the weekend.

June 27, 1969-¥riday

Total Force for the day: 68 (NPS, US Marinc Reserves, Velunteers,
Gtudent Conservation Group, Air Opera-
tions Persennel)

Twenty members of a Student Conservation program pgroup camped in Cades
Cove were used on a trail clean-up project cu the AT between Spence
IFlield and Russell Field. “They werc transported lo the area by jeep.

Rangers learned that a Mr, Bd Crabtrec, one of the Martin's neighbors
in Knoxville who had been in company with Mr., William Maxtin on the
scarch, bad telephoned Teunessce Senator Howard Baker asking for 300
Federal troops to be used next week.

The Reglonal Office indicated that the search operation effort has
been publicly significant to the extent that cfficials at the White
Jlouse have been in contact with NPS I{n WAS0, This fact was considered
in our extending this search until all logical possibilities were
sarisfactorily accounted for in the minds of these concerned.
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Juue 285, 1409 - Setuxday

Traffic was allowed to travel to Cadec Cove as there was net the
turnout of searchers and visitors as last weckend. Rescue Squad
menbers controlled traffic from the campground parking lot to the
Cove helispot. WPS maintained control of travel on the Bote Mountain

road.

Tetal force for the day: 196 (NPS, regctue squads} Marine Reserves;
Volunteers; lurcau of Public Roads,
Gatlinburg; Alr ®perations, Red Cross)

The Chief Rauger traveled by hellcopter Lo Fontange (North Carolina
Operstions Control) and checked strategy operations with Rangers
Cuntrell and Phillips.

Mrs. Martin notified Chief Ranger that the family was thinking of
offering a reward, Personally, she does not want the troops re
qucated by Mr. Crebtrce. Chief Ranger told her that such a reguest,
if made, should come from the family at this point ln the project.

Helicopter took searchers to Spence Fleldd (42), Russcll Fleld (40),
Derricle Kncb {21), and Gregory Bald (%), 1Iwenty-nine (29) went by
jeep te Spence Field via Bote Mtn. road,

The Coast Guard and the North Carolina Wildlife boats had gone by
new and only (we (2} boats remained for use at Fontana Boat Dock.

Vulture spotting activity over the Suger Cove area, southwest of
Cadcs Cove, was checked and lead to o dead Bobceat.

June 29, 1968 « Sunday

Total force fox the day: 318 (NPS, rcscue squads, Knoxville Fire
¥epartmenl, ALr Operations Personnel,
Medical Unit, volunteers, Red Cross)

All seerch activity for today led frowm Speace Ficld and Russell Field
only (Tennessee side),

North Carelina octivity censistedof shoreline patrol (boat) and vulture
observation from Shuckstacl Fire Jookout Tower and High Rocks fire
lockout tower. Ranger Cantrell and members of rhe Swain County,

N.C.,, rescue squad checked out the vulture Aactivity spetted by the
towers,

At 9:30 a.m., all other area NPS overhead were released and returned
to their areas, They were lield until this time for possible crew
leaders in the event more voluntcers showed up than were expected.
SERO notified of this action,
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At 5:00 p.m., a meeting was held at the Cades Cove eperalions ceuter
with Mr., & Mre, William Martin, FBI Agent Jim Rike, Chief Ranger
Sneddon, District Ranger Morris, and Sub-district Ranger Nielson,
The question discussed was 'where do we go from here?" Polints dis-
cussed were:

1. Absence ol evidence to support kidnapping, etc. FBI cannote
launch a full scale investlgation, but investigatlon as i{s,e
will contiaue.e

2, Rewaxrd - FDI cannolt say yee or no - up to Lhe fawily.

3. The Chicf Ranger assured the Martine that we were prepared
to continue search for 30-68-90 days with three (3) aof our
best men, who also can hendle volunteer searchers.

4.e Time clement discussed -~ Mr. Martin fecls it wasn'd overe
five minutes before they started calling and searching.e

5. Mr. Martin feels that some people do have Lthe ability toe
see or predict thlngs, (This in response Uo the variouse
predictions raceived by mail, phone, and word ef wmouth ase
to where the boy would be found.)e

On this date, June 29, 1969, the operation was closed down at the -
Spence Field ak 6:00 p.m., Ranger Wiggins seeured thc area,saw that

all searchers were down, and brought the last jeep down. All equip-

ment had beoen brought out previously by jeep.
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Appendix

Estimatad man-hours and costs - National Park Sexvice
Trangportation of Scarchers

Rescue Squads involved

Other agencics involved

News Mcdia 1involved

Predletions, suggestions, and suspicions

Injurice
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QEE!!!QHE IIA“
Estimated Maohours & Cont - Natlonal Park Service (through June 29)

tnahours Regular Qverc
Classifled (GHSM) 2155 3527%
Wagebonrd (GRENM) 2164 3208
Jetee (GrEM) 260 407%
Rangers (Othor areas) 160 938
Total 5339 8061
Crand Total: Manhour@ seceececeaoa.. 13,420
Mandays ---ececmcaeaao. 1,677%
Costs
Personal Services =«s=--eermeccceccracans ~-= $45,953.10
Equipment & Supplles ==sccecom o e 4,630.90-
Total ==-=~=-=c=n= sea-= $50, 584,00

(Above total excludes 3,175 manhours of regular time of classified
employees, which were absorbed by cvegular opcrating accounts, amount-
ing to an cecimated $11,715,)
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.QEE!EM" l)!"
TRANSPORTATION OF SEARCHERS TO SRARCH AREAS AND RETURKN

felicopter Operations

sorties Hours Paszengers Cargo
Army 938 137.7
Alr Force R ([ _22.6
‘Totuls 1,116 196 .80 12,989 23.80:

(As per Caprain Warrven H. Bourgeois, Air Force Advisor to the 119th
Tactical Contrel Sq., Temmesseo Adr Notdional Guard, liailson for Alr
operations during the search.

Jee exations

Total number of searchers taken ro and returned from scarel) ares at
Spence Fleld:

1800 - 2000 (oscimnted)




Appendix “'C"

Statisticy on Tonnessoc Assoclation of Hascue Squads involved

Squads participating

Anderson County Pickett CGounty

Bledsoe County Rhea County

Blount County Roare County

Certer County Rutherford County
Bristol Scock County

Chureh H4ll Scotk Couaty, Virginia
Claiborne County Sequatchie County

Coffec County Sevier County

Cumberland Counly Smithville (DeKalb County)
Decatur County Sparia (White County)
Krwin Sullivan County

Grainger County Unlon County
(reencville Warren County

Nancocle County Williamson County
Hicknan County williomsburg, Kentucky
Hawkins County Fronk lin County
Jofferson County grodley County,

Jellico Grundy Councy

Johnson City Jackson, Tennessee
Kingsport Dickson, Tenncssee
La¥ollette Tri-County, Kentuckty (Corbin)
Knoxville Volunteer Pike County, Kentucky
T.oudon County llarlan Counky, Kentucky
Marion County Anderson, South Coreolina
teMinn County Athens, Georgla
Middlesboro, Kentucky Crahom County, North Carolina
Monroe County Yoncey, North Carolina
Morgan County

Morriscoim

Newpore

Total number of squads particlpating -=<es-me-e- 57

Total RN-|IOULA ~cmccwmnmsc e m o 2643589

Total vehilcle milegUecmmaeacanan wamscsmmenman 69,811

(As per Hugh “"Skip" Trottexr, Sevicrville, Tennessee, Prasldent of
Tennezsee Associution of Rescue Squads,
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Appendix "'D"

Other Agencies Involved

Aveuncles Soupplying scarch personnel

Tennessee Adr Naciowal Guaxd

Lennessee Army National Guard

United States Special Forces

Smoky Mountain Hiking Club -

Knoxville Fire Department, Knoxville, Tennessee

Boy Scoulks of America

Tennessee Highway Patrol

Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Tennessee Alcohol and Tax Unit

Tennessee Game and Fish Commission

United Stated TForest Service

YMCA, Knoxville, Tennessee

Sevier County Sheri1ff's Department, Teunessee
Cherockee Indian Reservation, Cherckee, North Carclina
Lake City Junior Collcge, Lake City, Flonida

The University of Tennessce, Knoxville, Tennessee

The Unitcd States Marine Reserve, Xnoxville, Tennessee

Ageacies Supplying food and medical services

Knox County Red Crossg Tenncssee

Blount County Red Cross, Tcnnesscce

Knoxville Firc Department, Knoxville, Tennessce

Knoxville CBerés Club, Knoxville, Tennessee

The Ladies Ausiliery, Knoxville Fire Departmeut, Xnoxville, Tenu.
Minnic Pearl Fried Chicken, Inc., Knoxville, Tennessee

Prospect Poultry Farms, Knoxville, Teonnessec

Newnan's Restaurant, Sevierville, Tenncssee

Sevierville BapLlst Churxch, Sevierville, Tennessee

Sevierville Mcthodlut Chureh, Sevierville, Tennessee

Gatlinburg Motor Inn, Gatliaburg, Tenncssee

Mountain Vlew Hatel 1"
Hobies Restaurant
Chimney House Restaurant
Mountain Market

Parkway Market

McKay's Restaurant

Swans Bakery

Galbreath Bakery
Numerous individuals and unknown organizations

1"
1"

n

Dr. Reobert Lash, FAA Medical Examiner, Knoxville, Tennesseo
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Appendix DY, countinued -

Agencies Supplying Transportation and Traflfic Coatrol

U.4S. Army, Ft. Benning, Georgla (helicopters and pilots)i

McGhee~Tyson Aix Base, Knaxville, Tennessee (Alr communications & fuel)l

U, S, Alr Force, Robbins AFB, Florida (helicopters & pilots)i

Blount County Sheriff's Department, Blount County, 'enn, (traffic control)i
U. S, Coast Guard Auxiliary, Knoxville, Tenn. (bonts & aperutors)i

North Carolina Wildlife Protectors (boals & operators)i

Government Services, Inc., Pontans Village, N, C, (two pontoan hosts)i

Agencias supplying maps and cartography

Tennessce Valley Authority, Knoxville, ‘lennessce
Alcoa Aluninum Company, Alcoa, Tennessee
Knoxville Dlueprint Company, Knoxville, Tennessee

Others

Student Conservation Program personnel (picked up litter and traah at
Spence Field and Russell Ficld

Federal Burecau of lnvestigstion (consultation)i

Johu J. Hoolkcr, Jr., Nashville, Tennessec, had his private 12-passengeri
Jet plené at our disposal al McGhee-Tyson zirport.
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Appendix "'E"
NEWS MEDIA INVOLVED

Television Stations

WATE-TV, Knoxville, Tenmneasce
WBIR-TV, Knoxville, Temessee
WSM-TV, Nashvlille, Tenncssee
WRCB-TV, Chattanooga, Tennessce
WDEF-TV, Chattanoogn, Tennessce
WSB-TV, Atlanta, Ccorgia

Radio Statlons

WATE, Kaoxville, ‘Yecnnesaec
WBIR, Knoxville, Tennessee
WKGN, Knoxville, Tenncssee
WEAG, Alcoa, Tenncasce
WMSIt, Sylva, North Carolina
WWNC, Asheville, North Carclina
WGAP, Maryville, Tennessee
WFSC, TFranklin, North Csrolina
WSEV,0Sevierville, Tennessee

, Mcmphis, Tenncssee

Newspapers

Knoxville News Sentinel, Knoxville, Tenn. (Carson Brewer, Mickey Creager)
Knoxville Journal, Knoxville, Tenn. (Guy Smith yy) -

Johnson CliLy Press Chronicle, Johnson City, Tenn. (John Ross)

Commecrcial Appeal, Memplils Tenn., (Charles Thorbon)

Greenevillc Sun, Greeneville, Tenn. (Gregg Jones)

UPI, Knoxville, Teuncssee (Carl Vines)

AP, Knoxville, Tennessee (Cerald Segroves)

Asheville (NC) Citizen (Lewis W. Green)

Nashville Tennecssean (Wayne Whitt)

Maryville-Alcoa Times (Pam Saylor)

24




Appendix "F"

Predictions, Suppestions, and Suspicions

Predictions

From Jeannc Dixon, Washington, D.C,:
Look around narca vhere boy was last seen playing. He went out
on level pround, went down (way wclkingb did not stumble or fall)
incline and turned off rto lcft at 40-50" angle and up o Llktle.
Then went back down and would be underneath point of fncline.
The ares where he turmed left has shrubbery and I8 thickety. Dig
not see uny trees whera he voorad off to left, more or lees bare
ground.

Harold Sherman, Los Angelos, Calif,:
He will be f{ound 2% miles ta left of where last secn by [ather
or brother. Fell off stecp place. Hung up in bushes.

Jeffrey Qwens, Gatlinburg, Tenn,:
Had droams last two nighte about lost boy, In drcams he is not
very far from whore lost. Night before jast saw him lying on
hill behind & log, but last night drecamed he had dragged himself

down to the river for water.

There were numcrous other predictions, and the family was most recep-
tive to thesao.

Suggestions

A Mr., Billy Nelund, Psychic Iantorpreccr of New Orleans, La., arrived
on June 25, talked with the family aand hended for Rocky Top un Lhe AT.

On June 26, Carson Brewer of the Knoxville News-Sontinel c¢alled and
forwnrded a suggestion recefived from & lady telling ue vo start look-
ing in trecs and trec tops - stop looking on the ground.

Telegram received on Junc 22, from Glen Chandler, Rt. 1, dMascot, Tenn.
Tnke several friendly dogs including the boy's own, put package
containing food ond plastic rdlinceat around neck. Release doge
1-2 milea apsre. JHe sure dogy ave lost sdme ae lennic, By chance
one may find hie crail and follow him for friendshi{p. Dogs could
be releasnd Ly helicopter, Thank you,

Info ¢alled {n to Cades Cove Store, calley unknown:
Two branches go through Spence Ficld and come topecher. Thereds
a hhele., You have Lo sep in it to know its there. Forn growing
out of it.
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A Betty Phillips of Townserl, Tenncssce, called to say a boy was seen
by himself at Elkmont hy a woterfall by Joe Jones who lives ln a
trailexr court, first trailen on left marked "private" at Walland.r
Turn right at King's Grocery and cross bridge to trailer court. We
cau checlk this by calllng Joc Makee, a preacher, at Walland,

All of the above were checked and xechccked. Nepative results.

Sugpicions

The Martin family had suspicions concerning several persons, especially
during the latter stapges of the scarch;

Richard Prench, Dandridge, Teunessec, contractor,

Mrs. Martin felt that the lady in Miami and Mr. Freuch, or others,
could posslbly have faken Dennils for rcasona unknown.

Billy Noland Psychle Interpreter, New Orleans. Here wlithout funds
and equipment. Wanls permission to stay in arca for several days.
Sure he can find boy. Wilthout funds, Iood oxr shelter.

Cartex Martin, other Martin camped at Spence Field, Could have
someone gotlen the two Martin families mixed up and “kidnapped'' the
wrong boy?

As stated beforc, the [BI has no evidence vo sbrr any large investi-
gation on any of this. The fact should be well-noted that tho family
possibly does not wanl to accept the possibflity that the boy rwill
never be accounted for,
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Appendix "¢"
Injuries

6/22/69 Gary Kinpg, 22 years, Route 5, Maryville, Tennessce, vecelved
a lacerated vight eye when slapped by a laurel limb released by a
person In Ervounl of him while searching on the Tennesaee side under
Thunderhead Mountain.

6/20/69 A Tennesauee Army Nationa) Guardsman inflicted a daep
luceration on his left leg while whittling in the bivouac area. He
was treated at Rlount County Memorial llospital and rcleased., WNo other
information available.

6/21/69 A rescue squadsman fell and broke his lower right arim when
attempting to cross the old abandoned bridge over Sams Creck on the
MLddle Prong of Little Rlver., No other information avallable.

6/29/69 Captain Vic ifouston of Blount Gounty Rescue Sguad injured

his back, apparently quite seriously, when he fell against the rear
bumper and step-plate on the squads refrigerated truck fn the parking
area,

1T SHOULD BE NOTED THAT 1WO OF THE ABOVE ARE CAMP INJURIES.
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To: Director

Attentian: Chier, Division of Park COperxtivos €tbbs
¥rom: Regionzl Director, Southeast Region
Subject: Dennis Hartin search

Chief, Division af Park Operationa Gibhsi August 7 letter in reply
to Mr, William C, Mortin's July 28 letter to you concerning this
subject indicates a reoquest to this office to sexd you information
for a further reply to Mr, Martin, tbe fathor of Dennls Martin,

We have discusased with Chief Rsoger Soeddou the mattors which Mr,
Martin states had been disturbing to him. We found that Mr., Sneddon
wey fumiliar with these matters and that, moresover, since the date
of Mr, Martinfs letter, om August 6 and 7, Mr. Speddon had met with
and discussed them quite fully with him, Mr. Sneddan is convinced
that as = result of these discussions Mr. Martin's attitoude has
changed cousiderably from that expreased in his letter to you,

It is evident to us that Mr., Sneddon has resolved the situation
satiafactorily, on a man-to-man basio.

Comments coOcerning the three items, in the order in which they

are presented by Mr, Kartin, follow:
1. Mr. Martinis letter does ot identify the items of
information which he states are incorrect, nor the sources
of such information. Of course, it ia tho FBIfs purpose in
the investigation of any case to determine the relavant
facts igvolved, insafar as that is podeible, During this
search and investigastion they bave so far checked ocut a
groat amanmt of "{oformation’ froo msny sources) much of
which has been found to be false, misleading or inconse~
quential. In the FBI's method af operatiocm it is not
their purpose or practice during the course of an
investigation to inform people outside the Bureau--not
even those most vitally coocerned-—of the facts in the



cape A3 they develop them, Mr, Meriin 3deewms tc have been
neadlessly concorned sbout ¢he PBI's getting the facts,
whick is the very experiise of the FBI.

Z.t The Park's Z7page report of the sasrch had to bet
propared on short notics under the stryessa agd preseursst
of a erssh Job (ard while the search oporation wae satillt
golng on) st the regueet of the lialscn msn betwoen thet
Tennesaee National Cuserd and the Governdr of that Btstet
far his use at a scheduled moeting with the Govarnor.t
Aa it developad, the report was not completed witil the
night of tha due date and the meoting with ths Governor
bad to be reachedulad for tho following day. Maving been
prapared undor these circumstances, sme inadverisposs
were inevitaible, and Mr, Snoddon s awery thst thers are
erroxs and digscrepancies in the raport, nothing vary
cansedquential, however. Nr. Sneddon haw explaised this
to Mr. Hartin and hse admitied to him that the report
bag some minor errors. Acstually, since ths report ia

an of ficial doamment it could probably be comstrued
prapoerly that it =as pot our vesponsibility or
prerogative t¢ furnish & copy of 1t to My, Martin.

3.t The FB! interceptsd My, Xeyy Daitwsen Keshviile muxit
Chattauoogs o route to the Park to identily the areat
vhere he asmsertad he saw ¢ swapicious pervenn. The PRIt
took him to the site, and thay and the Park made not
attempt to contact Mr. Martia because the FBI wishedt

to go over the Alie with Mr. Keys. It wus e, Keys,t

and mot Mr, Merting that they were seeking to cbtsint
informatlon from on thin occhasion. It was Inadvertantt
that the news article regarding the FBI meeting with Keyst
wag published boelore ¥r. Martin was inforaed concerwisg it.t
Mr, Bpeddon hag explaingd the clrcumstences to Mr, Martiat
ond hee spologleed to hin for not infoming him ta advance
of the press relenss. Hpon request, Mr. 3neddon hed givent
the story to the press by tolephone, and eccaording to himt
1t wa3a correctly roparted s he bad given it to them. Thet
map refarred to wBS supplied by the peper eand mot by thet
rark, The matiter «f the zllaeged error in thes repartedt
logution of the site wos reviswed with Nr, NMsriia om thot
ground durlpg tha fisld msating on August 7. As a resuitt
thig uestion hsas beenm tesolved.t

At about the sewe time Mr, Martin wrote to thisx Sarvics he wrote
lstters tc Senater Bokor snd Cosgrossman Duncen of Tesnesaes
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There were times during the search when crev leadeys who knee the
country weto i(n shott supply. It would be very dealrable for eech
raoger to make contact with locel people ond prepare a 1ist for
referenca lo the dispatcher's office. This liat should also {m«
clude the duties the person would be able to perform. Maimtenames
parsoaael need to be logged as to areas of the park with wvhich they
are intisately familiay.

Soma of our plenned helispots had grosm up with brush and tims was
lost in sending crowa to the remote arees to claar micor brush froms
these sites. An effort needs to be wade by all personnel who have
occaslon to be in these areas to kesp them hrushed and opan for
{uturs use.

Erpediting mobiliratfon of park and outside foxces

Considerabln menpower waAs lost for many rescua squad wewbers and
volunteers werg not properly equipped for search operaticns, It
mugt be svtressed te outaide forces am to what 138 required tan vay of
equipment, physicsal stamina, atc., of wan who wish to participate
in eagrgency operations,

Qur liat of ageacies and the services they performed ({n the dispatch
office proved very useful. However, updating aend adding now sexvices

as they become available €o our present list must be a contziaulag
process,

Drganizecion
Have everyons faciliar with the park's step-up plan and other opera-

tions needed in saanrch aud vescue., This will help jasure am ovderly

organiszstion.

lmsediately asaign a plamning crew. Xt was noted that in tha essly
steges of the search most aveilabls msnpower wes in the field, Ve
weore lacking needed esstotance in the office to teke coxre of plamm-
ing, paperwork, timekesping, etc. Assigned to this planaing erew
should be someone keeping @ log of activities. Ia this search, e
men vAy oot assignad to keep a log until the operztions had beea
undegway for 2 couple or thres days and it wae difficult to go bagk
and get 21l notes in order.

Although wa had only a few accideats, a safety officer should be
assigned to futuxe operations of this magnitude to oversee the
safety of the sutira opereations. Yor ianstance, the first fev dsys
of the search, the stsks racks op our trucks hsuliang seavchers were
not braced and could have eesily broken off, injuring numerous
rlders.




Bvery cpportunity on search and rescue training should be wmade
available to rangers. Very few "buck rangers in this park have
recaived this type of training.

Comagnications

To ease the load on the park dispatch office, #m extra man is
paedad, at leasr for the let and 20d shifts. Since the pubdlic
kaeps the normal linge tied up, we should coneider installatiocn

of an sddicional phace for use hetwesn headquarters snd emergency
oparations haadquarters. (Unless this sdditicnsl phone - a separace
uwnig ~ could be tied iato our awitehbhoard, the set should be in-
stalled in the office of the Chief Ranger's secretary in order to
avold coagestion ian tha radio room).

A P.A. system (one of the mobile units so equipped) should be utilised
caxt time for briefing cearch crews and renindiag crew leaders ¢o reo~
port to plane officer at end of day.

Sepervisica

Throughout most of the saarch there was a shortsge of crew leadstr.
The valos of vetaiming our tesporsry fire contxvl aids wes menticued.
Another source of qualified crew leadars would be U. S. Forest Ser-
vice persoanal, Smoky Mouatain Hiking Club mesbaers and local pecple
femi lfar with the terraia. A list of such personnel should be
maintsined at the dlepatchar's offica.

Some Smuky Mownmtaia Hiking Clud aenhers were used as crew leaders
to help this shortage. The U. 8. Porest Service sea preferred to
work as ¢ crew thsmmelves (n this instsace.

Usa of Dogs

Siuce heavy raiafall (2.5") occurred ov ths night Dennis Martia wes
lost, it was unlikely that the use of dogs would have besn effectivs.
The dog handlers agreed in this instance., BHowever, there is no quas-
tion but in the future wa should comsider usiag dogs right sway wbile
the scent i3 still good and eveu though thars may bde rain. Tha scent
laid down before the rain may be lost, however s lost persons move-
ments afcar a rainm will leave & new scemt trail. Thiec must be dome
exxly im the sesrch. PFor this reasso wa should know where the soux-
ces are and have ches listed for refarence. It would be worth omr
time to do soas research on effectivecess of dogs after time hae
elapsedf rainfallf etc. 1t wes mentioned that dogs were kept byf
seversl reacue squads, both in Yeanassee and Morth Carolina.f



Also, In conpection with tracking, there ara mountsin men that are
expericnced at trackimg. At ths begioning briag these men in a8 4
"hot shot” trackliag crew before traching evidence (5 obliterated byl
seatch parties and before srxrival of tracking doge.

Psychic leads

Hany hours wers spsat to no avail in the Martin ssarch checkiag ewt
visiona of “seern.l' 1t wmight be well te meke a oote to talk with
the family regsrdiag predictors, seexs, visloalscs, etc., and
deternios what thelr feelings are concamaiag this cype person, If
parents do mot weat aaything to do with paychic lesds, wa can sead
them on their wvey snd not waste time checking out their predictioms.

Transportaticn

Use of mlicopters ware extremsly valusble in the search by putting
fresh crows {n resote areas in relatively short tiss. It was notad
that soma milicsry halicopters camsot haul civilian searchers om
cartain crafts; others can., The question cams wp -~ should wa have
had weivaxs sigaed by everyone bostdiag ocaes of the choppers, re-
lioving the goversmant of liability? It wes mentionad that thei
Service {s sort of ia a "gray srse' concarnisg veoluatesr services,i
but {a casas of emsrgancies ws can accept such sarvices. Iz casel
of an accident, it would probably heve te be handled as s torci
claiw against the Bacional Park Service sand not the milicary.i

Sioce military coptevs are available to us in wost esergmmcy sitme~
tions, a log of these servicas shauld be davaloped and ypdated (a
the dispatcher's office foxr futurs refereacs.

Yolunteass

Since msuy of the rescue squeds did sot bave the pbysical stamine

and skills (such g uaing a map and compass) needed, it was suggestad
that ve contact their president snd {nforw him of the physical atswimas,
equipment émd skills mseded in search operations. Racrhaps thes they
will be battar prepared to mset such ssergescies. I1f wneaded, raageve
could {nstruct the mecassary skills required,

Coogressional isguiriss

Thase avre & part of our public relations, and it is felt rthat such
uisunderstandiag could have been avoided {f a preass officer had
ootified congressional tepresentatives direct of actions beiog tskes.
This should ba considersd in future largs acale amsrgency operaticms.
Advise them of the facts, rachar then lettiag them listen to Fumsgs.



Pablicity asd press relatioss

To hava kapt the peblic batcer (aforwad 4 press officar should have
been azsigned by Swmday, or sarly in the first phase of the sasvch.
The pross officer showld stress to news wedis oot culy the eweats,
but aleso whet {s required of persoms voluatsaring to sssist, sach
asgphyvical comdition, clething, squipmenc, type of terraism to bet
eacomtared, etc, (This wes done Ia the Martin sesrch, but mer Eillc
later). Also the press sbhould be seshed to advise voluntsere

food to ba particular to send only foods that are sot subject to guick
spollage, such 49 asayoundise, ogg saleda, fried chickes, etec. Hhem,
and Lf, refvigsvation Lis procured (as (t mms later In the sesrch)
thas the newve pedia can so (aform che public. The voluse of volwe-
teared food was astonishiaeg.

Sonclusion

The concensus of opinios waa that the search went very well, coméildesr-
ing all che lactors lavolved. If {t is ever sgein Decassary to mamage
s search of thic sagnitude, che above preparatiocns snd actioma sheuid
izprove the performance of the operation.

(S} Katih Nodena
Bxetth Heilson
ce:
CRO file
gen. file
yellow

JEWiggina: GLS:bjc
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JAMES H. QUILLEN COMMITTINY
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¥ Ornca) SheLones [ )
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June 19, 1969 C'VED

Dear George: M e

The attached copy of a wire I have -.:;c;_ixe_“_a
is self-explanatory. I am sure that these nnm-‘.
would be available upon your reguest,

Please note a copy of my letter to Mr. Hoff-
man -~ from the heart.

Sincerely,

-

James H. Quillen
!

Mr. George W. Fry

Superintendent

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738

Enclosures



Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738

June 26, 1969

Hon. James H. Quillen
Room 102 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Jimmy:

Thank you for your letter of June 19. The response in providing assistance
in the search for Dennis Martin has been tremendous. [ have never seen
the like of people being 90 responsive in volunteering to help search for

the missing boy as well as providing food and other necesaities which are
necessary to support such a large operation.

In my entire experience with the National Park Service [ have never heard
of or participatd in a search the extent of which this has built up to. As you
know. we have had National Guard from Tennessee for & woek, the Green
Berets for almoat ten days, and have had the use of four helicopters for
just about 3 week also. The rescue squads not only from east Tennessee
but throughout the state and southern Kentucky have been here in large
aumbers. and we have utilized the eervices of everyone. We have had so
many requests from volunteers that starting about the middle of Saturday
morning we bad to advise the peaple we had more volunteers than we could
accomrmodate.

As of today the National Guard and the helicopters will be lsaving us, but
the Green Berets number will be cut in half. They will stay with us through
the weekend. We intend tc maintain our crews, as well as any volunteers
on this, through the weekend. Early next week we will probably operate

on a reduced maintenance basis. I want to assure you that everything

has been done to look for this missing boy.

[ want to thank you for sending me a copy aof your ietter to Mr. Harold
Hoffman of Gatlinburg. I appreciate your comments contained therein.

I have been doing the job here as Superintendent as I saw it, as doing
what needs to be done for the park and for the people. | appreciate your
support and interest in the park, and there still remains a lot to be doae
here. ’

\



Maoving is nothing cew to us, this will be our llth major move since I

started with the government over 36 yeaze ago, and I anticipate that
there will be more. While we are sorzy to lsave the Great Smokles,
we do look forward to our move to Atlanta, and Lt Is not too far from

our favorite park of the United Statea,

Sincerely yours,

-m3) Gleorge ¥ b

Geozge W. Fry
Superintendent

GWFry:MRCh
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Mamorandum
- ———————
To: Superintendent, Great Smoky Mountains AR
—————————
_.d_
From: Regional Director, Southeast Region A

Subject: Chronological Narrative - Dennis Martin Search

We have reviewed in detail the narrative report on the search
for Dennis Martin submitted by Acting Superintendent Beal on
July 9. You and the members of your staff who recorded the
developments and progress relating to the scarch and prepared
this excellent report are to be complimented on its completeness
and informative content,

We believe this report can and should be utilized asdvantageocusly
as the basis for a critique and development of a general outline
for carrying out large scale searches including sources of

agsistance, essential first steps, support services, and records,

We regret that the search has not to date reached a more
favorable conclusion, however, as I stated in a previous
memorandum, your entire staff is deserving of great credit
for the manner in which this massive operation was organized
and carried out while at the same time keeping the Park
running.,

You will be plemsed to read Acting Assistant Director Gibba'
complimentary acknowledgment of your yeport, copy of which is

enclosed.

J.tLeonard Volzt
Encloaure
cec:

Director
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Mamorandum
To: Regional Direc¢tor, Southeast
A /-o‘ A«h JA!’/
From: A D’imtor

Subject: Dennis Martin S8earch - Creat Smoky Eational Park

We have received the chronological noxrative report on the above
saubject and were very interested in the contanta. The informe-
tion contained in the report spparently covers the entire ¢pérsticon
vhich undoubtedly is the most extensive of ite kind in the bistery
of the National Park Service.

We knov the personnel whoe were involved in the operations have tesn

conmended by your office, and we would like to mlso express s "well
dong" for the obvicue excelleat mancgerent of this iragic search.

LS Bberd 5 Gridbs
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RECORD of LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL

Date: 8/11/69 Time 11:19 s.m.
From: Fred Arnold To: Sneddon
(Name)
Place: SERO
{Ottice or Laocaiiany
Message:

Arnold called re lecter from Bill Marcin to WASO. Bob Gibbs seat
interim reply to Martin,

Arnold wanted angwers regarding three items in Martia's lacter:
1. IXoformation furnished to PBI incorrect
2, Precos Releases oa Key
3. Key

Full verbal report on above to Fred. He will answer Gibbs and send
copy of incoming and WASO's reply to us,

Signed P oo Y
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August 18 1969e

LN e
Mr. Lee § ene
Chief Ronger
Great Smoky National Park
Gatlinburg, Tenn. 37738

Decr Mr. Sneddan:e

| am sure that you will be interested in the enclosed page
of photographs | mode during my stay in your beautiful paek severcl weeks ogo.e

This is o by-product of the assignment that was to show the beauty of the
area, I shows, in a positive way | believe, some of the greot effort thot wente
into the trogic event that occured in June.e

Dean Stone of the Maryville newspoper tells me he intends to use thee
poge in his poper in the near future.e

In addition to this poge, we have suffici ent materio! to produce a similare
page,deplcting the pork as a recreation areo,next spring.e

May | thank you for your help in producing the photographs for mye

assignment.e

" Nincerely e

-

\

Robert A, Wends
Staff photographer.e
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Mr. Willisan C. Hartin . ———
¥noxvilie, Tennescee 37912
Dear Mr. Martin:

Cince we wrote Lo you on Anygust 5 D advise thut we would esk for
details of the watiers which gave ,ou concern, we have teen inforsed
of your discussions end field deliteretions with officials of the
Pari and agsnte of the Federal FRuresu of Investigation. It ia our
underatanding that the questions you raised in your July 28 letter
0 ue were considered and recolved to your catisfaction in the dis-
cuseiono on August 6 end 7, We trust that the matters were clari-
Tied for you at that time end ithat it 1s not neceosary for us to
recark further on thenm,

Pleace let ud reassure you that we of the National Park Service

continue to chare in jour grief and ore anxiocus to aveid any mias-

understandings in cur relations. Please do not hesitate to inform

us Lf your questiions have not Leen salisfactorily anowered.
Sincerely youra,

{SGD.) LYLE H. MoDOWEL!
EWTZ: Chier, Divieton of Perk Operations

ca:
[ Begional Director, Southesst (2)
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LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL RECORD

Date September 8, 1969 ~ Time p. m. N e
From Supt, Nelison _ Place N }
To Congressmen Quillen and Place )
“Dancan T T
Message

Congressman Quillen called this office about a law enforcement matter
and while he was on the phone, Supt. Neilson advised him that we have
had three employ ees still on the search for the Martin boy. It has been
completely negative in result. We were thinking of calling off these
threc but before we did we would talk to the [ather. Cong. Quillen's
prompt reply was "I know you will do the right thing. "

Then a call was made to Cong. Duncan in Washington. Mr, Neilson

told him we have had three employces still on the gearch for the Martin
boy. The results have been completely negative and we have just about
reached the point where we should call it off but first we wanted to clear
with Cong. Duncan as he has been interested in this from the very
beginning. Congressman Duncan said that whatever the father wanted

then it would be fine with the Congressman as long as the father would

be satisiied. Cong. Duncan asked what was the conclusion on that

thing. Mr. Nedlson put Mr. Widmer on the phone who told the Congressman
that it is our personal opinion that if the boy is ever {ound or any remains
a re found, we will probably find him within a very few miles from the
shelter. Cong. Duncan asked would there be any possibility of finding

him in the fall or would the falling leaves made it harder. Mr. Widmer
answered him that it would be harder in the fall, and the possibility of
finding the boy becomes moxre remote as the elements and animals

enter the picture. Cong., Duncan said he thought we have done fine

and whatever the family thinks about it will be all right with him.

lle was advised that the total cost stands just about $70, 000 at the

present time. The Congressman Signed
expressed appreciation for the call.




~ UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Nozrth Carolina-Tennessec

For release
September 10, 1969

The scarch for 7-year old Dennis Martin which began June 14, 1969,
in Great Smoky Mountains National Park will be officially closed this
weekend, Septermber 13, 1969, according to Park Superintendent Keith

Neilsomn.

As many as 1,400 persons were actively engaged in the search in the
first few wecks following the youngster's disappearance during a hiking
trip with his family. Units of the Tennessec National Guard, a Green
Beret detachment, Army helicopters, and numerous volunteers assisted
park rangers in what became one of the largest scale search operations
in the history of the National Park Service.

Following the major all-ocut search effort during June, three park
employees, who are intimately fammiliar with the area involved, were
assigned full-time duties in continuing the search, Neilson said., During
the three months that the search has been under way, no trace has ever
been found of the boy since his disappearance.

According to Superintendent Neilson, the National Park Service had
expended approxienately $65, 000 to date on this search operation, which
is exclusive of all manpower and equipment cests absorbed by the many

other organizations and individuals who contributed to the overall search. -- -

i
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Momorandum e a——"
Toy Superintendent, Grent Smoky Mountains e

O S——
From: Meginnal bDiruvctor, Southeast Roglon e

Subjeot: Domnis Mavtin search

We hove reccived & copy of your Septenieyr 10 ncws 2olcasc
designutlog Scptemher 13 an Lhe date on which the search
for Dennis Marsin would bo officially closed,

In this comectiong if youw have not donc 5o anlready, wc
requent thal a comprohonsive rovicw of this search bu
conducted, with participation Ly appropriate members of the
Park staff who were involved, This could be carried cut in
acnanner similar to the wovicw of supprossion wetion on ac
lurge Yorest fire., ‘The purpose would be to ascertain,
through an objective, probing but ccnstructive analysis ofc
the wnlire search operation, in what rxcspects and by whatc
maans jt may be posaible Lo do & better job next tino.c

The review would be conccrned with such guestions as whethex

end specificelly how capabllity tor handling similer emergencies
in the future may Lo atrongthoned, with respecet Lo: advence
preparations including training and equipmeni; expediting
mobilizution of Park and cutside forces; arganizetion,
supervision, planning und scheduling; direction and coordination
of action of particlpoting mgenciss and voluntcors; search mothods
and techmiques; usc of dogs; communications; Sramsporfation;
provisions for feeding and slecping; timckooping; Ydaison with
FBL; relations with relotives and Irionds of lost person;
publicity and press relutlons; Congrassional Inquiries; checkdng
vut reports, psychic "leads,” muspicious chavacters, oto.

As we have proviously acknowledged, we consider that the Park
gtatf has dono a commondable Job in carrying out Lhis massive
search, Nothing in this request for a review of Lhe operation
should be construcd as criticism of that erfort. [owovorg us
in all cmergency operstions there are lessons o be learned




from ench exporionce, und iIn a follow-up roview we should
rind out what thcesce are so ns to profit by them in subsequont
operations of Lhe same kind,

Would you please furnish us a summary of the {indings and

rocommcendations resuléing Lfrom your reviow., We would
apprecinte rocelving this mol lwtey than October 15,

J Famad Utz

J. Leanard Volxz
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| Great Smoky Mountsins National Park
Gatlinburg, Tennassea 17738

Dctobar 15, 1969

Meworandum
To: Roglonal Director, Southesst Region
From; Superintendent, Croat Sroky Mountaios

Sublect; Dennie Martin seatch - comptehensive review

A comprehensive reviev of the Dennis Mertin sasreh, with partici-
pation by tho approprisce membev: of che psrk etaff wvho were in-
volved, was held at park headquarters oa Octoder B, 1969. Those
present wera: Superintendsut Nallson, Assistsnk Superintendent
Beal, Chief Ranger Sneddon, Assictant Chief Ranger Widmar, Park
Banger (Sesource Maenagesent)Myers Mansgesent Assiscant Miller,
Pack Rangers Wiggioas, Phlllips, Buffman, Kelley snd Hielson;
Fire Control Alda Arthur and Crady Whitehead and J. R. Buchsnan;
Foremen 1IXI (Maint.) Colbraith, and Secratary Teaater.

Hr. Boeddon explained that the i{ntent of this review was not to
"point a flnger" st any one persoa becsuss of action, but to re-
viow the entire oparation and determing wherea we can aske improve-
ments on futura searches or simllar emergencies.

It was pointed out that ia the Denals Martin saarch, sveryone kapt
fealiog that the boy would be found in the next hour and it wes
probably this reason why the sedvrch organisation did not keep pace
with the rapld manpower bulldup. Thiz sesrch doveloped so fast
that we faeiled to roalize tha need for quick organisstion, from
the standpolnt of meppower, overhead and public yelations, It
wvas the most intensive and largest scala search that any of the
park personnel had ever participsted lan. 1t may well be that

this waw the mein lesson learaed whilo cooductiag such a massive
gearch. Other ecmsencs of the reviev followir

e ratione, includ traini ul t

Although the flre steprup wmethod of organisation was used, and was
succensful, Lt would be wote desirablea Lf this park had a sesrch-

rescua step-up plan, Included would be datailed lostructions ss to

search organizetion and operstions. Tunstructions for coaducting &
Ygrid nssrch” should also be included.

HRak ! Fra
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Thexe were Ltimes duying the search when crovw leadeys vho koew the
country weyra (n shore supply. It would bp very deairabis for esch
ranger to wake contact with local people ond prapers a list for
reference in the dispatcher’s office. This 1lst should also in-
clude the dutles the parson would ba sble te perform. Miimtaenancs
perscanel need to be logged &¢ to areas of the park with which they
are intlwately familiar,

Some of our planned helispoes hed grown up with brush and time was
loat in sending crovs to the remote #xesés to clear miocor brush froe
chense zitma. An offort neede to be made by all personnel who have
occasion to be in these areas to kesp them bdrushed and open feor
futurs use,

Expediting mobilization of park amd outside forces

Coonsidersble manpowst was lost for many rescua squad mecbers and
volunteers were not ptoperly equipped for search operstions, It
must be stressed to outaide forxces 29 to what {8 required (n wvay of
squipsmnt, physiecal staming, etc., of men who wish to perticipacet
in esgrgency operattoms.t

Our liat of ageacles and the services they psrformed i{n the dlepatch
office proved very maeful. Howavey, updating end adding new services
&8 they hecome avatlable to aur present list maust be a contiouing

process.

grganization

Have everyone familiar with the perk's step-up plan and othar opers-
tions needed in search and resces., This will belp insure an ovrderly
organizatica.

lmmediately asdsign & plaaning cxew., It wae notad that in the early
steges of the ssarch moat avallabls waspower wes 1in the field. We
wore lacking noeded assfstsnce in the office to taks care of plaam-~
ing, poparwvork, timekeaping, etc. Assigeed to thiz planning crew
should be eomsona keeping a log of sctivities, lo this search; @
nsn vay not assigned to keep a log until the cperations had beea
underwvay for 4 couple or three days and it was 2ifficult to go back
and get all notes in order.

Although we had only a few accidents, a safety offfcar should be
nasigned to future operarions of thia magnitude to oversee the
pafaty of che entire operations. PFor instante, the firsc few days
of the eseaxch, the staks racks on our trucks hacling searchers wera
nok braced and could have easily broken off, injuring aumerous
riders.




Every opportunity on aesrch and rescue tralning should be made
available to rangers. Very faw "buck' rangers in this park have
Tecaived this type of traiming.

ggmlcatinm.

To sase the load on the park dispatch office, sn extrs man is
useded, at lsast for the lst and 2ud ehifts. Siace the public
keops the votms) linee tied up, we should concider installatiem

of sa sddivional phone for use hetween headquartexs and ewmerganey
operations hsadquarters. (Unlese this sdd{ticnal phone - a seperats
it » could he tied inte our switchboard, the set should be {n-
stalled in the office of the chiefl Ranger's secretary inm order toi
avoid congestion in ths radia room).d

A P.A, systea (ons of ths mobile unita %o equipped) should be utilined
soxt tima for brisfiag search crewsz and rezindleg ¢rew leadazs to re-
port to plans officer at and of day,

Bupervieiomi

Throughout most of the sasrch thers was a shortege of crew lesders.
The valus of retaiaing our teporary fire control atds was menticued.
Another source of qualifiod crew leaders would he U. 3. Foreat Ser-
vice pervoansl, dwoky Mountain Hiking Clud mexders and local people
fanmiliay with the texzain, 4 list of euch personme! should be
maintained at the diepatcher'e offtes.

Some Smoky Mountain Hiking Club meshers were uced as crev lasdexe
to help this shortsga. Tha U. 8. Porset Service men prefarred to
work de @ crew themslves in thii {natance.

Usg of Poge

Since heavy reiofall (2.53") occurred om the night Dennis Martinm wes
lost, St wae unlikely rhat the use of dogs would have been effactive.
The dog handlers sgreed in this instance, However, thare is o quas-
tion but in the future wa nhould cousider using dogs right away while
the acent Ln atill good and sven though thare may be rsin., The scemt
121d down before the raim may be lost, however a loat pexsons sove-
meate efter & rain will loave 4 new sceat brail. This must ha domai
esrly in the saarch. FPer tbhies reason we should know wvhera the sour-i
ces are and hsve them listed for refarenca, It would be worth ouri
time Co do socms Yossarch on effectiveness af dogs after time hael
slapandi ratufall, atc. It wse mentioned that doge wera kepk byl
ssveral reacue aquads, both In Teanansee and North Carolina.d




Algo, in connection with tracking, there ars mpuntain men that are
axperionced at tracking. At the beglnning bring these mea 1nias &
"hot shot" tracklag crew before trdching svidance is obliterated by
ao&rch parties amd before arrival of tyecking doga.

sychlc Ioadn;i

Many hours ware ppent to no avall in the Martin aeaxch checking out
vigions of “seers." It might be well to make & note to talk with
the faally regaxding predictors, sears, vislopiots, ete,, and
deteraine what their feelinge are-comcaraing thin type person, 1If
parents do not went soything to do with psychic leads, we can send
thest on thelr way and not wedte time checking out theix predictions.

Transportation

Use of helicopters were extremsly valuable in the search by pukting
frosh crews in ramots areas in relatively short time. 1t was noted
that some military helicopters cannot haul eivilian seszchers ona
cortain crafta; others can. Tho question came vp ~ nhould we have
had vaivers signed by evarycne boardiag one of the choppars, ra-
11aving the governmant of llebility? Xt wae mmationed that the
Servico iz sort of in a "gray area" concemming voluntser services,
but Iln casos of easrgoncies we can accept such setvices. Yo case
of an accident, it would probably heve to de handled as a tort
claim againat the Hational Park Service and oot the military,

Since military copters are aveilodle to us in most emergeocy aitua-
tions, 8 log of these servicas should be devaloped and updated in
tha dispatchex's office far futuve refsrencs.

Yolunceers

Since many of the reafue dquada did not have the physical atamine
snd ekills (such as uaing & nap and coopass) needed, it vas suggested

that we cootect thatr president and inforw him of the physical stamina,

cquipment and skills neaded iu semrch operations. Perhips then they
will be better prepared to meet such emerxgencies. If naeded, rangers
could instruct the necessary skills required.

Congresnsional fnquiriea

Thade ara a pert of our public velations, and {t is falt that much
slsunderstending could have been avolded 1f a prees officer had
notified congressional representatives direct of actions being taken,
This should be cunsiderad in futura large scale amergency operatflons.
Advise them of the fects, rather than letting them listen to ywsors,




Ruhlicity snd pross velations

Yo hava kapt the public batter (nforwed a prass officer should have
bean asaigned by Sunday, or merly ia the firet phase of the sesreh.
The prece officer should stress to nown emdis not amly the evaate,
but 21so what is requiried of persons voluuteering to asaist, suoch

as phynical coaditicn, clothiag, equipacot, type of terrsim co ba
encountered, ete, (Thio wes done Ila the Martin seavch, byt mot 21}
later). Also the press abould be asked to advise wlunteers ceadisg
foud to be paxticular £0 send only foode that ars not subject o guiek
spollage, such as asyonnalse, egg sslads, fried chicken, ete, Whem,
uad (£, refrigaratioa is procured (as It was later in the search)
then the oeve medis csn wo inform the public. The voluse of volea~
tearad food was astonishing.

Sonclustoq

The concansus of opinion was thst the ssarch went very well, comsldex-
ing All the factors invelved. 1f Lt [s ever agein Dacessary to semage
A aearch of thle megnitude, the above preparaticos and actlona sheuld
{zprove tha pexformance of the operatiom.

{5gd) Kelih Nallson
Eeith Neilson

ce:

CRO file
gen. file
yellow

JPWiggine: CLS1b it
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Eubjcet: Dennis Martin search - comnprehensive review x

We have read with mueh intorest and aatisfaction youy
October 1S report of the critique of the Lennis Martin
search, following up on thc request in my September 26
memorandum, AS previously acknawledgedg we belinve thet
on the whola the Search was well conducted, Your roport
sarves to identify several aspects in which improvemonts
con be made in carrying vut similar operations in the
Yuture,

We hope this reviow will be followed upg a3 you have
suggested, by development of u detoiled search snd rescue
plan Iox the Park which will incorporate, in sddition to
other subject matter, the amoveral recommcndations fram the
review. DPleass scnel us copios of your plan, when completed,
%0 that we may moke the plan available for use A% a4 basis
for planning search and rescue opcrvations in other SER aveas,

Thig excellent vevicew presonts several new ideas or modlfications
and points out some possiblc pitfalls €n be avolded in future
scoarch operations. Plenso express to those who took part in it
my thanks and appreciution for thely frank diccussion of
circomstonces and nctions which resulted in recoumendalions

that will contribute to the improvemcont of practices; technigquos
and procedurses in our field secaroch and rescue progronm,

2. Leonard Volz g

cu?
bireector, w/e incoming
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KPAQ26 PDKINGSPORT TENN 19 1106AEDT
COXG JIMMY QUILLEN

VASKEDC

DENNIS MARTIN ACE 7 LOST 1IN GREAT SMOKYMOUNTAINS SINCE 14
JUUE YOU HAVE FOUR RESERVE UNITS IN YOUR DISTRICT APPROXIMATELY
600 MzZN CAN PCLITICAL INFLUENCE BE USED FOR USE OF THESE RESERVE
UNITS TO SEARCH FOR DENNIS MARTIN THIS WEEK END YOUNG MANS
LIFE COULD BE SAVED ARMY RESERVZ HAS A PLACE IN THE COMMUNITY
AND HAS OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE MANKIND REQUTST NAME BE WITHHKELD

ANDTO REMAIN ANONYMOUS

\ ~

L
=y | - s
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Great Smoky Mour..ins Route to .v’;,u‘v (,AS".V
National Park Supt. Mgmt. Asst.
Asst, Supt. Luftee CCC_e—— e
F'ile yeferorence Cf. Rgr. Tremont CCO
Bl Cf. Nat. PSC
Cf. Maiat e =
Adm, Off

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL RECORD

Date November 16, 1969 Time

i'rom _State Police Detective

To Marion W, Myers

Plice Evapaville, Indiana R

———- e - — .- — -

Message:

A State Police Detective, Evansville, Indiana, called November 16, 1969,
today, to pass on some information from a Mrs. Dorthy Montgomery, Rural
Route 3, Newburg, Indiana, from her visit to the Park in September.

Yo the Little Pigeon River at the chimney tops trail bridge, she saw a child's
blue canvas sneaker and was concerned that it may be that of the lost Dennis
boy. Told him that we could not see any connection cof this aneeker to the
Dennis boy, but that we appreciate her concern.

/
Signed ?/7(1/(«1:{&&02(? g



Great Smoky Mountains Route to:
National Park SUPLe . oan o e oo NI AREES.
Asst. Supt. =~ Luftee JCCC _
File Reference 2 - B0 T N0 NGRS & ] O T SR
e v = Cf. Nat. "
Cf. Mainte. = M =
Adm. Off

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL RECCRD

Date __ 11/28/G9 s .. Time 2140 P,M.

Epopy. RUMLERCEIR = Biaes S A e
p L. SO . .. SN Wogt (SR Ju= VORI B Beed
Message

Mr. Martin asked where the items of Dennis' clothing ware which wers
brought up to searchars. He {pdicated the last hessw of them they weze
in a plastic bag, and included peir of shoes, socks, undershorts, eweaAley
or shirt, He wants thesc {tems back if possible. I informed him they
were not at hesdquarters, and must be at Cades Cove, and thet I would
check with Larry Hielson as scon as possible.

He wanted to know also vhere all the items went that were brought im

from the search - parts of shoss, old hacdierchiefa, red shirt or sweates,
Told him 411 1 knew of now was an old rottad red parmeat that was almset
covpletely decomposed.

Martin wants us to call him collect wvhan we have sny of Dennie' clothes
and they will come up and get them,

Y
copy to: (}V
Larry Nielson - Larry call Bill” {f any of these items are at Cades Cove.

* (Z»;,\u«v\c\ X Q\~1AL [\"\&r*ivx =09 .

D\aes C\.oc&cﬂ) st dee g

o=
\ &k s * v

\k aw \ (m"

#W&“ Warls w:' Signed ,\", ,lc-\4\44‘/&‘4'/4._/“..__._..._...~

Vo Shaeb veceiitd Svaw
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PECENTD  oxemmmemm
. Knoxville, Tennessee 37912

A January 15, 1970

Dear Sirs;

If it is at all possible I would like the following information
a6 scon as I could have it.

1x The names of all the hikers signed in for campfire permits on ther
following trails during the period of June 7 to June 15, 1569,
Treemont Trail, Cades Cove Trail, Gregory Bald Trail, Boat Mountainr
Trail, Big Popular Trail.r

2. Hikers signing the register for the above same trails duringr
the days of June 12, 13, 14, 15, 1969.r

3. Permits for extended camping permits in the camping areas, duringr
the week of June ? through the weekeend of June 15, 1969.r

Sincerely, Y

- /H‘ T . ) (4 fi':;)
WA OTRS /]/441:

Mrs. Wm. C. Martin

Please notify me if this is not available.



Creat Smoky Mounteins Baticasl Parck
Catlinburg, Tennessee 37738

Janvary 26, 1970 j

Mr. Jases Trotter

(R
Hulq“ » TL 33401

Dear Jim:

Wehhave gous over the article "“Nhere Is The Loat Child Eow!" asdha
wizgh o complimsnt you. The dead dog you wentioned ay haviag bescha
fouwnd by following odor was ome at the Townsand “Y” which had beeaha
hit by & car, so it really did not have soything to 4o wicth theha
search, Howmwey, a deer, vhich dogs had chesed over 2 cliff, washa
found by odors, as vell as other smsll sniomls and sanskes.ha

We wish you eoecess with this atticle, aod also in your nev sseiga-
m.

Sincerely yours,

G. lee Spaddon
Chief Ranger

L B
file
yellow

GLSneddon:bJt



Creat Smoky Mountains Natiomal Park
Gatlipburg, Temnesses 37738

Yebruary 6, 1970

Mrs. William C. Martin

Roeviile, T 3912

Desr Mrs. Martin:

Enclosed {5 a listing of all campfire permits issved from Jume B

through June 14¢ as raquested in your letter of January 15. This
lieting covers the traile mentioned.

We regret Lo sy that no permits are required for the group camp-
ing {n the regular campgroynds, and hence we have no records for

yoar wse,
Sincerely yours,

esd
G. Lea Yoeddon
Chisf Reagar
Enclosure
ce:
file
yellow

GLSneddonibjit



Great Smoky Mountains Route to:
National Park Supt. w____:ﬁg}‘z" ?-‘/Mgmt Asst.
Asst. Supt.: /Bﬂ‘.ﬁﬁt Luftee JCCC

#_,5 Cf. Rgr. ___ . _D&C i i —

B Lin Ct. Nat. _-_..,....g;
Cf. Maiat,
Adm. Off

e

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL RECORD

Date ___July 23, 1970 Time 10:00 agm.

—— B S we c

From Chief of Police Hugh Wells place Creeneville, TN

To - Sneddon . Place

. —— e A rae

Messggee

Chief Wells said he had received an anonymous phone call from a woman
gstating that about 2 weeks ago she had seen the "Martin child" in a
white automobile with Tennessee license plates (did not get number) on
Cecil Street in Knoxville, Tennessee, She said that the man driving thee

car was bald, between 38-45 years of age, There was also another child
in the car.

Sthe sald the child had xx% his head ocut the window and she wag positivee
it was rhe Martin child, and thar since seeing the zh{1d she had lookede
again at his pictures, and therefore, the report. According to Wells
she would not reveal hes name because she did not want any publicity
(Wells feels sure he has treced the call and can now identify the womane
if necessary) but that the more she thaéught about the child, the surer
she was that it was in fact the Marcin boy.

Chief Wells said he was only passing this Informacion along in case of
unfavorable publicicty that could arise later in the event the lad?r decidede
to relate this information to news media; and in turn give Wells "some
publicity for not passing the information on ~ for what it's worth.d

Signen
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iE WHITE HOUSE OF E
REFERRAL

To: The Secretary of the Interior Date: June 24, 1969

ACTION REGUEZSTED

— Draft reply {or
= o weee President’s signalures
—_— — Undesigned’s sionare,

NOTL
—. Momorandum for wee ¢g snclozes> to
Topiy - .
Cronj action is cstential,
- Direst reply. If mere 1han 480 heurs’ delay is cucountered,
Furnish Information copy plesse telephone the vadorsigned immediately,
. — — H TR ' &

Code 1430,

= Suiteble wcknowledeinent or  other
appropricte hondling.

Basiec comzenpondenze should be zeturned when

el reply, memssavdium, o comment s ro-

cuesiod,

- v+ = Furslth copy of voeply, I ay.
—— For your hvdormedion,

— . For cominant,

o SEIER a0 S s A

REMARES:

For sympathetic attention and direct xeply. Please furnish
copy of reply. i

S R — . —— —— —

Dascriptive g 533

. . X_ lelter: _ Telegruin: Oihern
To: The President -
from: Mrs. Donald . Martin, [ENSINSHMICH. I
Daier pmd 6/20/69 -
Subject: Re 7-yr old roldtive, Dennis Martin, lost in Great Smoky Mountainas last
Saturday (June 14th) while camping with family; search mw on--asks for

additional help,

————— e e —— - -

—— mw w—— -

By circeton of tha Prezident:

Jobn R. Brown Il
Staff Assistant
to the President

(Copy to ramain with corresvondencs)
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KBy INTERIOR - OFFICE OF THE SECERETARY

S i June 25, 1969

]

PRESIDENT RIXCH HAS ASKED ME TO ANSWER YOUR LETTER ARD ASSIST YOU
IN ANY WAY POSSIBIE, WE HAVE HEEN KEEPING IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH
THE SEARCH OPERATIQNS FOR DENNIS, [T IS ALLAYS A HEARTHREAKING
EXFERIESCE BOT ONLY TO THOSE CLOSE TO A LOST CHILD, BUT TO EVERY-
ONE INVOLVED.
mmmmmmmxmmcmm
mmmmn.mormaumn TO RETURN TO JOBS (R
OTHER DUTIES, A FORCE OF 350 to 40O SEARCHERS WILL FRMAIN
mmmmr.

PAGE 1 of 2

KB
PAGE 2 of 2

THE GOVERRDR OF TENN, MUST ALLOW TME HATIONAL GUARD TROOFS T0O
RETURN T0 THEIR JOBS, LEAVING AFPROXIMATELY L20 SEARCHERS,
ADDITIONAL HANPOWER WOULD FROVIDE VERY LITTLE ADVANTAGE DINCE ALL
OF THE LIKELY AREAS HAVE BEEN COVEEED THOROUGHLY, AND IN MARY
CASES, EVERAL TIMES OVER. THE GREATEST HOPE LIES WITH THE
SEMAINIRG 120 MEN WHD ARE MOST FAMILIAR WITH THE GREAT SMOXY
MOUSTAING. THEIR EFYCRTS WILL CON INUE UNTIL THE NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE CAN NO LONGER SUFPOGRT ANY BOPE.

FPLEASKE ACCEPT OUR SYMPATHY IN THIS TBAGIC SITUATION.
SGD Charles G. Curothers TIX

Charlea C. Carothers III
Deputy Assistant Secrefary ' N1 7L kil pyit

IR, TENN,

ce: L2 TIVED
Mr. Jobn R. Brown III

Staff Assistant to the President 1.7 %8
The White Kouse

Washingtoa, D.C. . ':@2
Becretary’s Reading Pile (2) w2
W R e

-)m ‘Hr. Trainl A W

Southeast (2) ) w/c of iuec.



(»" - S_'W
ROUTE SLIP
FOR
WHITE HOUSE MAIL

FROM: Carl Mchurray, Assistant to the Secretary
TO: 1, ;mm.

.‘,'_}13,1'-‘--.’)

3.

4.

\2( REPLY FOR SECRETARY'S SIGNATURE @ et
&Y

[[] DRAFT REPLY FOR s
SIGNATURE

REMARKS :

[[] PLEASE PREPARE A NENO OF TRANSWMITTAL FOR
MR. MoKurray's SIGNATURE .

OF..THE WHITE HOUSE W1TH COPY OF REPLY

NOTE: REPLY NUST BE DISPATCHED FROM
THE DEPARTHENT WITHIN 48 HOURS
(Hapd Carry thru tho above routing)

PLEASE FURNISH Q-./' [» F/\) -:-w-wl%/ 2

’
- —— A e i it s o s S 0 i e
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. Re:Search For Dennis Martin
Croat Swoky Mountains Nat. Fark

Dear Mr. Hartzog;

I am sure that you are asware of the dissapearance of our son, Dennis, at Spence
field June 1, 1969. For the following two weeks an extensive search was made with
thousands of Rescue Squads, Military and individuals all searching under the jurls-
diction of the park rangers. I feel that this search was quite thorough as I par-
ticipated in several groups and later checked areas that had been searched by others,

/Recently, I have become aware of sgveral things that disturb me,

l.e Information had been given to the F.B.I. regarding Dennis's dissapeoarance. Certaine
items which I have discussed with the F.B.l. ageni are incorrect.e

2. A 27 page sumary has been made of the dissapearance and search. There are dis~
crepancies in thls report.e

3. During the past week I contacted a person, Mr. Keys, who may have seen a Kidnapper.e
I talked to kr. Keys Long Distance several times and he volunteersd to come to thee
Smoklea. He was contacted and came here to locate the arca where he saw a "Suspic-e
ious Person. Ranger Ed Widmer and F.B.I. agent met with Mr. Keys. Ko attempte
was made to contact me. I found out about 9:00 P.M. the next night that rir. Xeyse
had been hera. After calling Mr. Keys at his home, I found that no explanatione
was given to him why I wasn't present. At my requost, Ranger Widmer showed mo
the area the next day. This moming I found in the newspaper that Chief Rangere
lee Sneddon gave & complete description of the visit to the local press. Thee
description, complete with map was given to the press for public kuowledge beforece
I knew that Mr. Keys was here. Sven so, the description is incorrect. The branche
described is about one mile away from the place that was visited. The terrain ande
foliage is completely differcat., I wvisited Ranger Sneddon todsy and discussed thise
situation. His answer was "[ou have to co-operate with the press€. 1 feel that Ie
should have this sort of information rather than the press. The public has nowe
read this distorted report and I expect many new stories and versions to be offered.e
We already have too many stories {rom persons who do not have correct information.e

I reouest any assistance you may give to avoid more similar occurances.e

- S ——

¥illimo C. Martin §


dissapoarar.ee
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There was more activity during June in Washington and Tennessee than in

Dear Fellow Tennessean:

several previous months and really kept this senator jumping.

Sub-commitlees T am on have been concentrating on air anid water pollution
and on the complaints of the nation's controllers of air traffic. These are
two serious problems and T am vitally interested in them. Committee meetings
have been long, but members are obtaining vital information which will even-
tually help solve Lhe problems.

There were several develcpments in Tennessee in which I had personally
teen involved and I was most pleased that things worked out which will bene-
fit the state and several individual communities.

Two of the developments involved Memphis, It was announced that the In-

ternal Revenue Service plans Lo establisi an enormous facility to centralize
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of ARC and played a vital role in b ‘ng get final approval of these grants.
A grant of $825,000 was approved for & vocational high school in Johnson
City in Washington County, another was for $36G,350 for a vocational-tech-
nical school in Harriman in Roane County and the other was lor $296,400C
for an area vocational school in Tazewell in Clalborne County.

Two tragedies in Tennessee were certainly most distressing. T felt
s0 helpless during the search for Dennis Martin, the Knoxville boy lost
in the Smokies. I wanlted to do something, but knew everything possible
was being done. IAm sure every Tennessean not physically involved in the
search fg}g‘the same way. The flash flood at Red Boliling Springs and sur-
rounding communitiesg also caused deep concern. T kept in close contact

with both situations to pryvide whatever assistance I could from Washington.

- - - - . sas . -

The Pzkers have moved to Huntsville for the summer and I am spending
as much time as possible there on the weekends. The election at Cissy's
schocl was held just as vacation started and 1 am pleased to report she
was clected vice president after a vigorous campaign. Also, Darek has
his driver's license and it's hard to get him out of the car long enough

to eat.
a Sincerely,

. %—Gif/
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James-Tretter

1,800 words

Kpoxville, lenn, 37912

WHERE I8 THE LOST CHILD NOW?

The rugged Great oSaoky Mountains
guard the fate of a aiesin, gevepeyear-old

Source of ipforaacion: The Kational Park Service, Gatlipburyg,
Teonesasee,

Mags and photographs available.
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Juns 14, the day before Fatberla Day, was warm and sunny in
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The air along the famed
Appalachian Trail was filled witn the warm resinous saell of sun-
baked pine needles and the droning of various insecls. Near
Spence Field, & graasy bald running East and Wesat on the nain
Great Smoky ridge, young Dennis Martin was on a Father's Day
weekend outing with his father, grandfather, and brother,

Dennis, a wiry saveh—year—old, and his brother Doug, 9,
were pi;ying with some other children they had x=et on the trail.l
Dennie)l father, Knoxville, Tennessee architect Wiiliam Aartip, andl
bie grandfather Clyde Martin were sitting near the Anthouy Creak
trailhead not far avay. The Martin boys decided to surprise their
elders by cutting through the woods ard sneaking up behird them,

At 4:30 pe.m., Decnis ilartin, dressed in green Khaki shorts and a
bright red "I" shirt, slipped off the trail and into the fcrest
to carry out his part of the surprise, HBe hasnlt been seen
since.

The Bearch for the small boy that ensued has besn termed
ode of the most massive in Naticmal Park Service history. In the
end, Nationzl Park Service employes, Mational Cuardsiken, crack
unite of Green 3erets, the Coast Guard, the U. S. Air Force, 58
different rescue sgquads, the FBI, the Aserican Red Cross, and other
groups and volunteers too numercus t9 mesution had participated in
the searci. Visionaries, inciuding the famed Jeacns Dixon, had made
predictions as t; the pdoy's whereabouts, Yet, not a trace--footprinta,

a scrap of cloth, a shce string--nothins--has ever been found,



.

The best chance of finding Deanis washed away Saturday night
before aearchers really had a chance to looke Huge black
thunderheads rolled ip over Spence Field and dumped an estimated
2 1/%linche5 of rain on the arca before daylight Sunday. Large
5ulii§§6f water swept down the mountainsides into swollen andl
turbulent streams. The heavy rain erased any tracks, aund, perhapsl
more important, ruled out the uases of blood hounds or ctaer trackerl
dogs.l

“Dennie hadn't been gone five ninutes when we degan to look
fa;'gim,“ his father saide "I covered the trail one mile wvast and
2 1/2 miles baek to the west, calling his name repeatedly.t
Meanwhile, Ciyde Martin made the long walk off Spence Field arnd
reported Dernnis' disappearance to the Cades Cove rangcer atatiom soae
eight miles away.

Ranger Larry Nielson, alarued over the boy's aze and the
approaching storm, immediately notified the dispatcher at Park
Headquarters. The dispatcher ctu:ned on the radlo taye recorder and
potified Chief Ranger Les Sneddon and Narth District Ranger Bobl
Morris. It was &:28 poxl Deanis had been aisseing for four
hours;

A party of rarngere and other park employes gearched for Denais
throughout the nignt., The blinding rain cut visibility to mnear
zero apd cade traile slippery and treaccerous. Chief Suoeddos
formulated a plan for moraing. One crew of 30 men and five leaders
would be set up, along with LO crewa of four men and 10 leaders,l
Spence Field was designated search camp, and efforts were to be

@made ta procure a nelicopters At 5 a.m., June 15, the massive

search begzanl



Mrs. William Martin, Dennis' mother, arrived in Cades Cove at

noon Sunday. She was brisfed by officials who wsre guardedly
optimistic that Dennis would soon be-found. A dralpage search

was conducted Sunday in the area near Spence Field, Search meambsrsa
worked their way down gullies, streams and ¢reeks under the assumptiona
that Tennis, ygroping in tbe dark and raim, mi ht have slipped intoa
one. Forty 8pecial Forces arrived during the night, along with two
Buey helicopters from the Easterm Air Rescue Service at Warner-Roobinsa

-
Air Force base in Maﬁfbn. Ga.a

<«

After a full day's search of the sodden forest failed to locate
Dennis§£ark officials wade plans to intensify the search. A heliport
waes established in Cades Cove on Monday and the Aumerican Red Cross
sot up a food service for search memoers., All food throughout
the entire two weeks of the maasive search came {rom domations froa
restaurants, merchants, and individuals. Monday anight 40 uore
Green Bereta arrived, & crack, self-contained search team with a
communications van. The total force for Monday was 300 uen.

Continuing rain and heavy ground fog bogged dowa operations
Tuesday moruing. Bote !{duntain Road, tane only vehicle access to
Spence Field, had turncd into & quagmire from the rains and heavy
use. Aa the sun rolled the fog away, a second heliport was set up
8t Russell Field on the Agpalsachian Trail., Two Air Force ™Jolly
green glant'" pelicooters were pressed into service. The U.S.

Coast Cuard Auxillary began to patrol tne north shore of Fontana
Lake, believing that Pennis wmignt have Tollowed a streawm down the

mountain, or fell in ons and wae carried to the iake by the turbulent

waters.



The first of anany clairvoyants began to phone park officials on
Wadresday. Each visioa was checked thaoroughly, nothing was discounted.
The Green Berets checked one vision phoﬁgﬁin by a Mrs. Schwaller. She
believed Dennis could be found "five miles southeast frow the area he
wae last seen, on a stream by a waterfall that has white pines in theo
area." William Martin rode over the search area in a’Temnessee
Highway Patrol helicopter, calling his son's mame over a bull hora,

Veteran park men knew that with each passing day the chauoces of
finding Dennis alive were diminishings Not only were there the
inherent dangers of cliffs,dsharp rocksq bluffe, and ewift stresams, but
saveral animals also had to be figured im, Wildcatsqd wild boar, bears,
rattlesnakes and copperheads are all natives of the area. Woodsmesn
began checking bear and boar excrement for signs of human remains.
Buzzards were watched closely. BydThuradayde endd the asarch had
grown to 690 men, including 22 more Green Berets and 1O of the
Tenne ssee Valley Authoritgfg.best woodsmen,

Saturday, June 214 Dennis Martin had been missing for‘an entire
weeks k third helipnrt wag established to enanle the copters to ferry
in searchers under low cloud covers. The search party kad swollen
to 14400 men, as extra troopes, rangers, and weekend volunteers joined
ia. Chief Ranger GSneddon set up a dead or alive plan. If foundd
Dennls was to be judged dead omly if rigzor mortis had set in. If this
sltuvation proved to bc true tneun the search members were to guard the
child's body untll reached by the proper officials. Hogefully, howesver,
he would be founc alive, He was trien to be nelicoptered to the U, 3,
Marine Reserve 3ase in Xnoxvi.le, where an ambulance wuld ey standing |

oy to rush him to the University of Tennessee hospital.



Baged ou horlzontal map computations the general area of tke

search had reached 56 3/4 square miles, while the intsnsive search
area had covered 1212 sgquare miles. A Green Beret officer, speaking
to pembers of the press, said "Whem we search an area for a man and
don't find him--then be isn't there," Such statements set off
speculation that Lennis was not in the area. Search astaff members
bheld a conference with FBI agent Jim Rike., Although ruamora of a
possible kildnapping bad grown, both Rike and smearch chiefs agreed

that there wasn't any evidence to substantimste them.
Meanwhile, gearchers f{ollowiny odors found the bodies of T
,‘j T
several small animals, including one dog. Heavy vulture activity faj

e
s

.
was gpotted and traced to a dead bobcat., _
The search had grown publicly significamt %o the extent that
officiale in the ¥hite House were contacted, But all involved
agreed that notioing more could be done than was already being done;
Any nmore personresl would only hamper the ones pfesently there,
On Sunday, June 29, family members, park officials anrnd FBI
agents gathered to ask the questiorn "Where do we go from here?"
In the abgence of any evidence %o aupport a kidnapping theory, the
rBI 8ald it could mnot launch amy full-scale investigation-=but
offered %o continue the 1lnvestipation as it was presently being
conducted. The family said that they intended to offer a reward for any
information leading to Dennis.
A5 of 6 p.m. 3Sunday 'the most massive search using modera
equipment" in Park Jervice history cace to an end. However, the Park
Service kept three top woodsuen in the area for JO dayes These menm, all

born in the area, were fire .guards ig the Great Scoxy .ountains and

handled such sres a5 tending the wild hog rapse All three could



O

plck eigrs up off the trail that most people could not aven
sees

Another man who could not rest was Dennis Martia's father.
Willism Martin had stayed im the &search area day and nizht during
the entire tro weoks. HKe was often on the verge of exbaustion and hias
face grew sick with lines of worry end despair. He returned
throughout the summer and continues to return with no plans of ever
giviong up until his son's fate is known,

And the Martinm famiiy nag taken other wmeasures that they hope
will léad them to an inkling of the boy's fate. Reward posters
were pﬂintedl circulatiop and are still being circulated, Mrs.
Martin'said)?If he is on the mountain then he is for sure dead,

But we believe that scmeone may have picked him wp and taken hla out
of the parke If that is true, then he may be alive right now."

Chief Ranger Lee Sneddon, a veteran of many park scarches acd a
central figure in the search for Dennis, believes that the boy must
#till be >z the mountaine. ™"Lacking; any eviaence indicating other-
wise, I would say that he must be up there gouewhere," Snsddon
paid. "For people who don't know the area this is nard to understand.l
But with the thick undergrowth, laurel and rhododendron hells, youl
could walk withip three feet of a body apd stili not see it,l
If masses could have found him we wéuld have found bim{ if individualsl
could have found him we would have founod him,"1

A trip to Spence Field during November shows that winter is
approaching. The leaves] havipng attained their beautiful autuan

colors, are now fadimz and fallirnz from the treee. The srasses



of Spence Fleld are turnisg brown. Whare thousande of men searched
ia vain for a small boy this aummer there is now mothing--nothing
butvthe vast wildernesws, its quietness, solitude and beautye.

A flat, gray sky ,’pvers over the ridges, and the rugged Great Saoky

Mountains roll far away.

i



Also, im connectlon with tracking, there are mountain wen thac are
experienced at tracklag. At the baginaing bring these men io as &
“hot shot! tracklag crew bafore tracking evidence (s obliterated by
scarch partias and befora arrival of tracking dogs.

Peychic leads

Many hours were epeat to no avail in tha Marxtin aesrch checking out
visions of "seers.t' It might be well to make A note to talk with
the family regevding predictoxs, sesers, visionlets, ake.,, and
determine what their feelinge are-concerming this type person. 1f¢
parente do not want anything to do witb paychic lesds, we can send
then on thair way and not waste time checking ocut thair predictions.

Txaensportation

Use of helicopters weTe extremsly valuablie in the search by pukting
fresh crewns in rewote sress in ralatively short time. 1t was noted
that socse military hellcopters eanmot haul civilian zeapchers on
certain crefts; othere can. The question came uvp ~ should we have
had waivers signed by evaryone boaxrdiag one of the choppere, ra-
liaving the goverument of liability? Xt was mentioned that the
Service is mort of im e "gray ares" concaring voluatser servicea,.r
but ln caros of energancies wa can sccept Siuch services. In case
of an zccident, it would probably heve to be handled me & tort
claie against the National Park Service sund sot the miliciry.

Since military copters sxe availeble to us in most emergency situa-
tions, a log of these aervicaes should ba developed and updated in
the dispatcher's office for futuvte reference.

Yoluntesrs

Since many of the reacue squads did not have the physfcsl stamine

and skills (such a8 using a2 map and compess) needed, it vas suggested
that we contact their presldent and inforwm him of the physicel stamina,
equipment end skilla needud in sesarch opavatlons. Perhaps than they
will be better prepared to wmeet such emergencies. If needed, rangers
could instruct the necessary skills required.

ongrassjonal ulriesn

Thess are a part of ouwr publiec relattons, and it is felt that much
nisunderatanding could have been avoided 1f a presa officer had
notified congresaional repretentatives divect of actiocos being taken.
This should ba considered in future large acale smergency operatioux.
Advise them of the factsy rather than letting them listen to rumors.
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Memorondum

To: Supcrintenadent, Great Smoky Mountains

From: Reglonul Dlrector, Southwast Region

Subjeet: Neanlu hoartin search - comprehensive 1oview,

Wo have read with much dnterest and satinfaction yomr
Octaober 15 report of the critigue of the Demnis Martin
search, following up on the request Ln sy Seplomber 26
menmorandum, A6 previously scknowledged, we believe that
on the whole itha souvch wad woll conducted, Your roport
sorves to ldentlly 2evoral aspects In which improvemconts
con bo made In carrying out similar cporations in the
Iutore,

We hope this reviaw wlll Le fLollowod up, as you have
suggeatadg by devolopsnt of &« detailed search and yescue
plan for the Park which will incorporate, In addition to
other subjoct malter, the roveral recommendations from the
roeview, Plcase scnd us copios of your plan, when comploted,
50 Chat we muy moke the plan avallable for use a¥ 3 basis
Ior planning search and rescuo opexations in other SER nvens,

Thig excellont revicw prusconiy sevoral now idens or modifications
and points out gome possihle pitifulls to be avoldad in future
search operations. Fleasc express Lo those vho Look purt in it
wy thanks and appreciation for their frank disoussion of
circumstances and nctiocas which resuvlted L recommendntions

that will contributo to the fuprovemout of practicese techaiquos
and procedures in our flold sourch nnd rescue program,

gwd/

Leonnrd Volz '

[
bDircetor, w/c incowming
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From: Reglonsl Nirector, Sautheart Region
Subject: Uennis Mortin search - cumprehensive rc.-v!eu_

We have resd with ouch intercst ond satiafaction your
Ocrobey 15 report of the critique of the Dennis Martin
search, following up on the request In my Septembur 26
wemorandum. As previocusly acknowledgedt we belisve thut
on the whole Lhe search was well conducted. Your report
scrvea to ddentify severwl aspects in which inprovemonts=
can be mode in corvying out sintlar operations iu the
Fulurn,

Wo hope this reviow will be followed upt 2s you have
vuggcsted, by devclopment of u detalled search and rescuwe
plan fox the Park which will incorpovate, In addition to
other subjoct matter, the soverial recommondations fram the
review, DPlense send us coples of your plan, when complcoied,
50 that we may make the plan svailablc (or uss ns u basis
Lor planning s€arch and rescuae operations in other SER nreas.

Thls cxcollont revicw presents several new ideas or modifications
nnd pointe OuUt pome posslble pitfalls to be avoldad in futuye
scarch operations., Plaase express to those who ook part in Lt
wy thanks and spprecixtion for their trank discussion of
circumstances and actions which resulted in recoveondatiouns

thot will contribute to the improvemomt of prretices, techuiguos
and procedures iv our ficld nearch and rescue program,

ol
virertor, w/c Llpceming
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There were times during the search when crow leadars vho knew the
gountry wera (n short supply. It would be very desirable for esch
rangex to make contact with local peopla snd prepsre a list for
reference lo the dispatcher's office. This iisr should alse im-
clude the dutfes the person would be able to perform. Haiatenancs
personne] need to be logged 85 to areas of the park with which they
are intiwvately familior,

Soms of our planned helispots had grown up with brush and time was
lodt in mending croews to the resote areas to clear afoor brush fream
these sitea, An elfort needs to be made by =11 persounsl who hawe
occasion to be in there arsas to kesp them byushed snd opaa for
futurn yse d

Brxpediting mobilization of park and outside forces

Cons {degod 1o manpordar was lost for sany reccus squsd meaders and

voluntears were not proparly eguipped for search operations., It
must he streased to outside forcas os to what (@ required tn vay of

equipment, physical stesins, etc., of men who wish to participate
in eoargency operations.

Qur list of agenciocs and the services they performed in the dispatch

offica proved very useful. Howaver, vpdating aad asdding new servicas

as they hecome gvallable te our present list must be = continulag
process.

Organization

Have everyone familiar with the psrk's step-up plan and othar opeve~
tions needed In search and rescus, This will belp lasura mm oxrderly

organizstion.

1lmuedfately assign a pleaning ctew, It was noted that in the eerly
stages of cthe search moat avellsbla manpower wes in the field. Ve
wore lacking noeded aveietance in the office to take cere of plamm-
ing, paperwork, timekesping, stc. Assigned to this plsaning ctew
should be sameche keeplog a log of activities. Iu this search, a
man vas not assignad to kesp & log entil the operations had beea
underway for & couple or thras daye aod it was difficulr to go bask
and get all notas In oxder.

Although we hed only e few accidents, a safety officer should ba
onaigned to future opersticns of this megnituds to ovarsee the
eafety of che entire operations, For iastance, tha first few days
of ths search, the stake racks on our trucks baaling seaerchars wera
not braced and could have easily broken off, injuriog suserows
riders,




Aleo, in connection with tracking, thete are aouataih sen thar are
expericnced at tracking. At the bsglnoipg bring tiwse mem (o =3 &
“hot shot' trackling cxew before trackiang evideoce ls oblicerated by
sedrch parties and befors sxrival of tracking dogs.

!ys!t.é.s_lnd_;.

Nany hours ware spoat to no avall in the Hartin sedrch checking ocut
vielons of "seers."” It might be wall to saks a note Lo talk wich
the faamily regexding predictors, seers, vislonisrs, stec,, aod
doterauioe what their feelinge are-concaraimg thia type pereca, If
parents do not wsat anything to 40 with psychic leads, we ceo send
them on thelr way and not waste time chacking out their predictions.

Txareportation

Use of helicoprers were exttemaly valuable in the search by pulting
frooh crewn io remota sreas in relatively short time. 1t we» noted
that soma ailitary helicopters cannot haul eivilian sesgehbare oa
certain crafte; othars can. The quastion came up ~ should we have
had waivers signed by everyoas boarding one of the choppere, re-
Lisving the govermment of llability? It wae sentionsd that the
Service (s asort of in a "gray aree" comcarning voluatesr services,
but in cases of exergencies we can dccept ¥uch servicea. In case
of an asccident, it would probsbly have to be haudled as & tort
claim against tha Nationsl Park Service and not the wmillivary.

Since military copters are avalloble to us in most emergency altua-
tions, a log of these mervices should bs daveloped and updated in
the dispatcher's office for futurs rafareacs.

Volunteerse

9ince sany of the raszcice squads did not have the physical staunina
and gskills (such sa ueing a map and ccepass) needed, It vas suggested
rhat we coatact their president and inforw him of the physical stamins,
oquipment and skills seeded in search oparstions. Perhaps than thay
will ba bettar prapared to meat such ssergencies. If weaded, rangers
could inastruct the necessary skills required.

a 3 [

These area a part of owr publiec relations, and (2 Lo felrt that ouch
misundors tanding could have besn avoldad 1f a press officer had
onotified congresaional representatives direct of actions being taken:
Thie shoicld be considerved lo future large scale eusergency opsrations.
Advize them of the facts, rather than letting thes listen to rusors.
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