Student Handout

Yellowstone Bears:  The Grizzly Bear

Grizzly bears, with their distinctive shoulder hump of strong muscle and long front claws, feed and roam in Yellowstone’s open meadows, close to forested hillsides. Sometimes having silver-tipped hair, grizzlies can be brown, black, cinnamon, or even blond.  Although they measure about 3½ feet at the shoulders, they can reach nearly 7 feet when they stand on their hind legs. Adult bears can weigh between 200 and 700 pounds, but they average about 340 pounds. Being big, however, doesn’t slow them down; both grizzly bears and black bears can easily run more than 25 miles per hour for short distances.

Bears have a keen sense of smell that helps them find food and to know when other animals and people are nearby. Grizzly bears like to feed on lots of plants such as grasses, roots, berries, and pine nuts. They eat some meat, such as winter-killed carcasses, elk, spawning trout, or small burrowing animals. They also like to eat insects, such as ants, grasshoppers, and moths.

Besides digging for some of their food, grizzly bears use their 3-inch-long claws to dig their winter dens. While in their dens, cubs are born, weighing only about a pound. For the next couple of months, cubs feed on the rich milk of their mothers. When they emerge from their dens in the spring, cubs weigh between 5 and 10 pounds. While bears are in their winter dens, they do not eat, drink, urinate, or defecate.

Grizzly bear cubs frequently spend two years with their mother before venturing out on their own during the spring of their third year. A grizzly bear mother may raise four to six litters in her lifetime. Most grizzly bears live between 15 and 20 years.

Grizzly Bear Characteristics

Weight:
__________________________________________________________

Height:

__________________________________________________________

Color:

__________________________________________________________

Diet:

__________________________________________________________

Habitat:
__________________________________________________________

Average Life Span:  ______________________________________________________
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