Student Handout

Yellowstone Bears: The Black Bear

Black bears live in the forests and open meadows of Yellowstone. They spend much of their time, spring through fall, looking for food. A black bear’s diet is similar to a grizzly bear’s. Most of its food consists of plants, such as grasses, berries, nuts, roots, and occasionally the soft chewy layer of wood beneath tree bark. It eats some meat, such as carcasses, small rodents, elk, spawning trout, frogs, and salamanders. It eats almost any insect, especially ants.

Black bears come in a variety of colors. They may be black with a light brown nose, brown, cinnamon, or blond. Black bears are smaller than grizzly bears. Adult black bears can weigh from 135 pounds to 315 pounds and measure about three feet at the shoulder. Black bears, even cubs, are excellent climbers, and their short 1½-inch long claws help them climb trees for protection, and reach the seeds within pinecones.
A black bear makes its den in a natural cavity such as a cave, a hollow tree, an abandoned den of another animal, or under rocks, logs, or tree roots. When born, cubs weigh only 10 to 20 ounces and are only 8 to 10 inches long. When they leave the den, cubs are about 5 pounds. Black bear cubs stay with their mother for a little more than a year. A black bear mother may raise six to eight litters in her lifetime. Black bears typically live from 15 to 20 years.

Black Bear Characteristics

Weight:
__________________________________________________________

Height:

__________________________________________________________

Color:

__________________________________________________________

Diet:

__________________________________________________________

Habitat:
__________________________________________________________

Average Life Span:  ______________________________________________________
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