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1. Name of Property

historic name  Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan / Old San Juan Historic District

other names/site number Ciudad del puerto Rico; San Juan de Puerto Rico; Viejo San Juan;Ciudad Capital; Zona
Histérica de San Juan; Casco Histérico de San Juan; Antiguo San Juan,
San Juan Historic Zone

2. Location

treet & b Western corner of San Juan Islet. Roughly bounded by the Avenidas tf blicati
street & NUMDET oz Rivera and Ponce de Leén, Paseo de Covadonga and Calles J D not for pubfication
A Corretejer, Nilita Vientos Gaston, Recinto Sur, de la Tanca and del

Comercio.
city or town -San Juan Vicinity
state Puerto Rico code PR county San Juan code 127 zip code 00901

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this Xnomination _request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be
considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

X natignal statewjde local

N

Carlos A Rubio Cancela Architect , (/I/IML ¢, 2o,
Signature of certifying official/Title Date '

Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:

‘/entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register
other (explain;) '
M‘K{ J 20 ' M
Slgrature%‘the Keeper Date og Action
- .
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Distrito Historico del Viejo San Juan/Old San .
Juan Historic District
Name of Property

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
X | private building(s)
X publié - Local X | district
X_| public - State site
X | public - Federal structure
object

Name of related mulitiple property listing

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

724 103 buildings
0 ’ 3 district
18 4 site

39 0 structure
17 9 object

798 119 - Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in
theNational Register
9

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Government Building; Restaurant; House;

Pharmacy; Church; Theater, Movie Theater,;

Hospital, Convent; Jail; Store; Cemetery;

Gunpowder Magazine; Military Fortress; Barracks

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Government Building; Restaurant; House;

Pharmacy; Church; Theater; Store,

"~ Cemetery; Department Store; Museum

7. Description

Architectural Classification

Other: Gothic, Renaissance; Baroque;

Late Victorian: Second Empire;

Late 19"&20"™ Century Revivals: Romanesque

(Rundbogenstil); Renaissance (Neo-Cinquecento)
Late 19th &Early 20th Century American

Movements: Prairie School, Chicago; Skyscraper

Modern Movement: Art Nouveau; Art Deco

Materials

foundation: Earth; Stone; Brick; Concrete:
Metal

roof: Wood; Brick; Concrete; Metal; Terracotta

other. Reinforced concrete
" Steel
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Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/OId San -
Juan Historic District : San Juan, Puerto Rico
Name of Property ' Section 7 County and State

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.) .

Summary Paragraph

The Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan / Old San Juan Historic District’ is an urban district that includes the
oldest post-Columbian buildings, architectural typologies and morphologies in Puerto Rico and the United
States of America. An orthogonal matrix of 74 blocks frames Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, Historicist
Revivals, Modernisme, Art Deco and Modern architectural examples that are embraced by a formidable stone
belt of bastions, defensive curtain walls and castles.? Public, domestic and military buildings huddle together
inside this precinct creating a unique entity that still shelters an array of uses, dynamically and historically
representing the island.

Narrative Description

According to the official government agency that assigns numbers to the parcelas® and blocks throughout the
island, the Centro de Recaudacién de Ingresos Municipales of the Government of Puerto Rico (CRIM), the Old
San Juan Historic District is organized by 753 contributing and 109 noncontributing parcelas for a grand total of
862 parcelas. Of this number, approximately 758 were originally constructed as houses.* Presently, there are
724 contributing buildings and 103 noncontributing ones. In addition, there are 3 non-contributing districts; 18
contributing and 4 non-contributing sites; 39 contributing structures; and 17 contributing and 9 noncontributing
objects. The parcelas listed in Table 1° contribute to the historic and cultural significance of the district.

! The Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan / Old San Juan Historic District is the new name proposed for the sector subject of
this National Register of Historic Places revised nomination. While the 1972 nomination used the name Zona Histérica de San Juan, a
change in name is proposed for two reasons. First, San Juan is the name of a municipality that also includes other areas in San Juan
Islet and the main island of Puerto Rico. Second, the district is commonly known as Viejo San Juan / Old San Juan. The word viejo
(old) is commonly used in both languages to differentiate it from the rest of the San Juan Metropolitan Area. This traditional appellation
has been in use since the early decades of the last century, at the earliest, and is the name used in the municipality's anthem. The new
name validates the history of the district (and the municipality) and the islet.

A request is made to the National Register to include both the Spanish and English version of the name in the formal list in
order to honor the mother tongue of Puerto Ricans. Both the Spanish and English versions will be used indistinctly throughout this
work. Spanish names will be used for places and buildings given the fact that they are the best known and more common ones. All
translations (quotes, poems and songs) from Spanish to English were made by the author.

Although known as both castillos (castles) and fortalezas (fortresses) this work will use the first term for these defensive
structures for it was the one utilized by the Spanish military until 1898.

According to the CRIM, a parcela may include a single dwelling, an apartment building, a hotel, a plaza, a government
building, a fortress and, at times, two or more buildings and/or structures. The site plan presented with this nomination revision is the
official one used by all agencies of the Government of Puerto Rico. There exist inconsistencies between this document and reality.
Numbers of blocks and, at times, parcelas are not continuous and some parcela numbers within a block may be duplicated. The
inventory carried out by the Puerto Rico State Historic Preservation Office (PRSHPO) during the summer of 2010 upon which this
revision is based took into account the physical number of properties and matched them to the official document. Arleen Pabén
Charneco, “Final Report: 2010 Inventory of the San Juan Historic Zone” (MS: Tallahassee, Florida, 2010). Given the fact that two or
more buildings may share a parcela, the word is not necessarily synonymous with “lot.” For this reason, the term parcela will be used
throughout this work.

Residences located in Block 172 and the guard house in Block 21 were not included in this number since this use was (still is)
related to military activities.

Thanks are extended to Mrs Aida Charneco Villanueva and Architect Berenice Sueiro for thelr help in organizing the tables
included with this nomination.

Section 7 page 1
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Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/Old San

Juan Historic District San Juan, Puerto Rico
Name of Property Section7 County and State

TABLE 1
CONTRIBUTING PARCELAS AND ADDRESSES

BLOCK/ | ADDRESS
PARCELA . (N/A = Not available/Not applicable)
Block 1
1171 de Norzagaray corner de Morovis corner de del Morro corner de Beneficencia
N/A
Block 2
2/1B* Esplanade/Campo del Morro
(NRHP)
Block 3
3/1 del Santo Cristo de la Salud corner de Norzagaray N/A
(Convento de los Dominicos)
3/2 de McArthur corner de Norzagaray 2
3/3 de McArthur 4
Ya de Mc Arthur 6
3/5 de McArthur o 8
3/6 de la Virtud , 10
3/8 de San Sebastian corner del Mercado 111
3/9 de San Sebastian 109
3/10 de San Sebastian 107
311 de San Sebastian ' 105
312 de San Sebastian 103
313 de San Sebastian 101

(2 bldgs share
this parcela) :
3/14* de San Sebastian corner del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A

(Site) (Plaza de San José)

3/15 del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A
(Iglesia de San José)

Block 4 ' :

4/1 de Norzagaray corner Imperial corner de la Virtud corner Mc Arthur N/A
(Plaza del Mercado) '

Block 5

5/2 de la Cruz 4

5/3 - de la Cruz corner de la Tranquilidad 6

5/4 de la Tranquilidad corner Imperial 3

Block 6

6/1 de Norzagaray N/A

(1 bldg shares

Parcela 1 and

2)

6/2 de Norzagaray 204

Séction 7 Page 2
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Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/Old San

Juan Historic District

Name of Property

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico

County and State

(1 bldg shares

Parcela 1 and

2)

6/3 de Norzagaray 206
6/4 de San Justo 2
6/5 de San Sebastian 217
6/6 de San Sebastian 215
6/7 de San Sebastian 213
6/8 de San Sebastian 211-209
6/9 de San Sebastian 207
6/10 de San Sebastian 205-203
6/11 de San Sebastian corner de la Cruz 201
6/12 de la Cruz 3
6/13 de la Cruz 1
6/14 de San Sebastian 219
6/15 de San Justo 4
6/16 de San Justo 6
6/17 de San Justo 8
6/18 de San Justo 10
6/19 de San Justo 12
Block 7

71 de San Sebastian 251
712 de Norzagaray N/A
7/3 de Norzagaray 254
7/4 de Norzagaray 256
7/5 de Norzagaray 258 / de San Sebastian 253

7/6 de Norzagaray 260
717 de Norzagaray 262
7/8 de San Sebastian 263
7/9 de Norzagaray 264 / de San Sebastian 265
7/10 de Norzagaray 266
711 de Norzagaray 268
7/12 de San Sebastian 271
7/13 de Norzagaray 272
7/14 de Norzagaray 274
717 de Norzagaray N/A
7/18 de San Sebastian corner Callejon de la Tanca  N/A
7/20 de San Sebastian 273
7121 de San Sebastian 269
7/22 de San Sebastian 261
7123 de San Sebastian 257
7124 de San Sebastian 255
7125 de San Sebastian 267
7/26 de San Sebastian 275
7/28 - de San Sebastian 253
Block '

8/4 de Norzagaray 306

Section 7 Page 3
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Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/Old San

Juan Historic District

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Name of Property Section 7 County and State
8/5 de San Sebastian 309
8/6 de San Sebastian 307
8/7 de San Sebastian 3-5
8/11 Callején de la Tanca N/A
Block 9 .
oN de Barbosa corner de Acosta corner de Norzagaray corner del Sol N/A

| (Escuela Abraham Lincoln)
Block 10 '
10/3 de Norzagaray 406 / del Sol 407
10/4 del Sol 409
10/5 de Norzagaray 410
10/6 de Norzagaray 412 / del Sol 413
10/7 de Norzagaray 415
10/11 de Norzagaray 422 / del Sol 423
10/19 del Sol 401/ de Norzagaray 400 N/A
10/20 del Sol 411
10/21 de Norzagaray 404
10/22 del Sol ' 405
10/23 de Norzagaray 402
10/24 del Sol 403
Block 11
11/2* Cementerio Santa Maria Magdalena de PazzisN/A
(Site) \ ' : -
Block 13
13-1 de San Sebastian N/A
(Hospital de Nuestra Seriora de la Concepcion el Grande)
Block 14
14/1 de la Tranquilidad corner Imperial 5
14/2 de la Tranquilidad corner de la Cruz 8
14/3 de la Cruz 10
14/4 de San Sebastian ' 159
14/5 dela Virtud - 155
14/6 de San Sebastian 157
14/9 del Mercado 9
14/11 de San Sebastian corner del Mercado 11
Block 15 :
15/1A* de San Sebastian N/A
(Site) (Casa Blanca Garden)
15/1B de San Sebastian 4-2
15/1C* de San Sebastian N/A
(Site) (Casa Blanca Garden)
15/2A del Morro N/A
(Casa de Beneficencia)
15/2B N/A N/A
(Asilo de Locos)
15/2C de San Sebastian 6
15/3 de San Sebastian 8
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Distrito Historico del Viejo San Juan/Old San

Juan Historic District

Name of Property

Section 7

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico

County and State

15/3B* Esplanade/Campor del Morro N/A
(NRHP)
15/4 de San Sebastian 10
15/5 de San Sebastian 12
15/7 de San Sebastian 162
15/8 Callejon de Hospital 52
15/9 Callején de Hospital 54
15/10 Callejon de Hospital 56
15/11 Callejon de Hospital 58
15/12A Callején de Hospital 60.
15/12B del Sol 11
15/13 del Sol 15
15/14 del Sol 13
15/15 del Sol 9
15/16. del Sol 7
15/17 del Sol 5
15/18 del Sol 3
15/19A del Sol 1
15/19B* del Sol N/A
(Site) (Entrance to Casa Blanca; Part of Casa Blanca Gardens)
15/20 de San Sebastian N/A
(Casa Blanca)
Block 16
16/1 de San Sebastian corner Escalinatas del Hospital N/A
16/2 de San Sebastian N/A
16/4 del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A
(2 bldgs share
this parcela)
Block 17
171 de San Sebastian 100
17/2 de San Sebastian 102
17/3A del Santo Cristo de la Salud 51
17/3B de San Sebastian 104
17/4 de San Sebastian 106
17/5 de San Sebastian 108
1716 de San Sebastian 110
1717 de San Sebastian 112
17/8 de San Sebastian 114
17/9 de San Sebastian 116
17/10 de San José 52
17/11 de San José 54
17112 de San José 56
17/13 de San José 58
17/14 del Sol 107
17/15 del Sol 105
17/18 del Sol 101
17/19 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 59
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Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/Old San

Juan Historic District

Name of Property

Section 7

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico

County and State

17/20 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 57
17/21 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 55
17122 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 53
17124 del Sol 103 |
(Iglesia de la Santisima Trinidad)
Block 18
18/1 de San José corner de San Sebastian 49
18/2A de San Sebastian 150
18/2B de San Sebastian 152
18/4 de San Sebastian 154
18/5 de la Cruz 50
18/6 de la Cruz 52
18/7 de la Cruz 54
18/8 de la Cruz 56
18/9 de la Cruz 58
18/10 de la Cruz 60
18/11 de la Cruz corner del Sol 62
(Iglesia de Dios Pentecostal)
18/12 del Sol 155
18/13 del Sol 153
18/14 del Sol 151
18/15 de San José 57
18/16 de San José 55
18/17 de San José 53
18/18 de San José 51
Block 19 '
19/1 de San Sebastian corner de la Cruz N/A
19/2 de San Sebastian 202
19/3 de San Sebastian 204
19/4 de San Sebastian 206
19/5 de San Sebastian 208
19/6 de San Sebastian N/A
19/7 de San Sebastian corner de San Justo N/A
19/8 de San Justo ' 52
19/9 de San Justo 54
19/11 ‘| de San Justo 58
19/12 del Sol 213
19/13 del Sol 211
19/14 del Sol 209
19/15 del Sol 207
19/17 del Sol 203
19/18 del Sol corner de la Cruz N/A
19/19 de la Cruz 57
19/20 de la Cruz 55
19/21 de la Cruz 53
19/22 de la Cruz 51
Block 20
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Juan Historic District

Name of Property

Section 7

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico

County and State

de San Sebastian corner de San Justo

20/1 N/A
20/2 de San Sebastian 252
20/3 de San Sebastian 254
20/4 de San Sebastian 256
20/5 de San Sebastian 258
20/6 de San Sebastian 260
2017 de San Sebastian 262
20/8 de San Sebastian 264
20/9 de San Sebastian 266
20/10 de San Sebastian 268
20/11 de San Sebastian 270
20/12 de San Sebastian 272
20/13 de San Sebastian 274
20/14 de San Sebastian 276
20/15 del Sol 284
20/16 del Sol 285
20/18 del Sol 281
20/19 del Sol 279
20/20 del Sol 277
20/21 del Sol 275
20/22 del Sol 273
20/23 del Sol 271
20/24 del Sol 269
20/25 del Sol 267
20/26 del Sol 265
20/28 del Sol 263
20/29 del Sol 261
20/30 del Sol 259
20/31 del Sol 257
20/32 del Sol 255
20/34 del Sol corner of de San Justo N/A
20/35 de San Justo 57
20/36 de San Justo 55
20/37 de San Justo N/A
Block 21

21/4 de Barbosa corner del Sol N/A
Block 22

22/1 del Sol 2
22/3 del Sol "6
22/5 del Sol 10
22/6 del Sol 12
2217 del Sol 14
22/8 del Sol 16
22/9 del Sol 18
22/10 del Sol 20
22/11 del Sol 22
22/13 del Sol 30
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Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/Old San

Juan Historic District

Name of Property

Section 7

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico

County and State

22/14 del Sol 32
22/15 del Sol 34
22/16 del Sol 36
22/17 del Sol 38
22/18 Escalinata de las Monjas 102
22/19 Escalinata de las Monjas 104
22/21 Caleta de las Monjas 23
22/22 Caleta de las Monjas 21
22/23 Caleta de las Monjas 19
22/26 Caleta de las Monjas 13
22127 Caleta de las Monjas 11
22/28 Caleta de las Monjas 9
22/29 Caleta de las Monjas 7
22/30 Caleta de las Monjas 5
22/31 | Caleta de las Monjas 3
22/32 Caleta de las Monjas N/A
22/34 del Sol
22/35 del Sol
22/36 del Sol
Block 23
23/1 Caleta de las Monjas N/A
(Convento de las Carmelitas Calzadas) :
Block 24
24/1 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 99
24/2 del Sol 102
24/3 del Sol 104
24/4 del Sol. 106
24/5 del Sol 108
24/6 del Sol 110
24/7. del Sol 112
24/10 de San José 104
24/11 de la Luna 106
24/12 de la Luna 109
2413 de la Luna 107
24/15 de la Luna 103
24/16 de la Luna 101
24/17 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 105
24/18 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 103
24/19 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 101
24/20 del Sol 114
24/21 de San José 102
Block 25
25/1 de San José 101
25/2 del Sol 150
25/3 del Sol 152
25/4 del Sol 154
25/5 del Sol 156
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Distrito Historico del Viejo San Juan/Old San

Juan Historic District San Juan, Puerto Rico
Name of Property . . Section 7 ~ County and State

25/6 de la Cruz ’ 100
2517 de la Cruz 102
25/10 de la Cruz 108
25/12 de la Luna 155
25/13 de la Luna 153
25/14 de la Luna 151
25/15 de San José 109
25/17 de San José ‘ 105
25/18 de San José 103
Block 26 ,

26/2 del Sol 200
26/3 del Sol 202
26/4 del Sol 204
26/5 del Sol 206
26/6 del Sol corner de San Justo 210
26/7A del Sol 208
26/7B de San Justo 100
26/8 de San Justo . 102
26/9 de San Justo 104
26/10 de San Justo ' 106
26/11 de la Luna 108
26/12 de la Luna 205
26/13 de la Luna 203
26/14 de la Luna ' 201
26/15 de la Cruz 109
26/16 de la Cruz 107
26/17 de la Cruz ' 105
26/18 de la Cruz ‘ 103
26/19 de la Cruz 101
Block 27

2711 del Sol corner San Justo 250
2712 del Sol 252
27/3 del Sol 254
27/4 del Sol . 256
2715 del Sol : 258
27/6 del Sol 260
2717 del Sol 262
27/8 del Sol 264
27/9 . del Sol ' : 266
27/10- del Sol , 268
27111 del Sol ‘ 270
27/12 del Sol ' 272
27/13 del Sol ‘ 274
27/14 del Sol 276
27/16 del Sol ' 280
27/17 de! Sol 282
27/19 de la Tanca 279

Section 7 Page 9




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form :
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Distrito Historico del Viejo San Juan/Old San
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Name of Property Section 7 County and State
27120 de la Luna 277
27121 de la Luna 275
27122 de la Luna 273
27123 de la Luna 271
27124 ’ de la Tanca 271
27125 de la Luna ' 267
27/26. de la Luna 265
27127 de la Luna 263
27128 de la Luna 261
27/29 de la Luna 259
27130 de la Luna 257
27/31 de la Luna 255
27/33 de la Luna 250
27/36 de San Justo 101
Block 28
28/2 del Sol 302
28/4 del Sol ' 306
28/5 del Sol : o 308
28/6 del Sol - 310
28/7 del Sol i 312
28/8 del Sol 314
28/9 del Sol 316
28/12 de la Luna 317
28/13 de la Luna 315
28/14 de la Luna 313
28/15 de la Luna 311
28/16 de la Luna 309
28/17 de la Luna 307
28/18 de la Luna 305
28/19 de la Luna 303
28/20 de la Luna 301
28/21 de la Tanca 107
28/22 de la Tanca 105
28/25 del Sol 300
28/26 del Sol ‘ 318
Block 29 :
29/1 del Sol 350
29/2 del Sol 352
29/3 del Sol 354
29/8 del Sol , 364
29/9 del Sol 366
29/13 de la Luna 365
29/19 de la Luna 351
29/22 de O'Donnell 102 / de la Luna 362
Block 30 :
30/3 del Sol 404

30/4 de Norzagaray 406
' Section 7 Page 10
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Section 7

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico

County and State

30/5 de la Luna 411
30/7 de la Luna 407
30/9 de la Luna 403
30/10 de la Luna 401
Block 31 :
31/1 del Recinto Sur 151
31/2 Caleta de las Monjas 50
31/3 Caleta de las Monjas 52
31/4 Caleta de las Monjas 54
31/8 Caleta de San Juan 63
31/9 Caleta de San Juan 61
31/11 Caleta de las Monjas 56
31/12 Caleta de San Juan 55
31/13 Caleta de San Juan 53
31/14 Caleta de San Juan 51
31/15 Caleta de San Juan 59
Block 32
32/1* del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A
Site) (Plaza de la Catedral)
Block 33
331 del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A
(Catedral de San Juan Bautista)
33/3 de San Francisco N/A
(Diputacién Provincial)
33/4 del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A
Block 34
34/1 de San José corner de la Luna N/A
34/2 de San Francisco N/A
34/5 de la Cruz 150
34/6 de la Cruz 152
34/7 de la Cruz 154
34/8 de San Francisco 157
34/9 de San Francisco 155
34/10 de San Francisco 153
34/12 de San Francisco 159
34/13 de San José 161
34/14 de San José 159
34/15 de San José 157
34/16 de San José 155
34/17 de San José 153
Block 35 .
35/1 de la Luna corner de la Cruz 151.
35/2 de la Luna 200
35/3 de la Luna 202
35/5 de San Justo 148
35/6 de San Justo 150
35/7 de San Justo 152
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Name of Property .
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(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, PUerto Rico

County and State

de San Justo

35/8 154
35/9 de San Justo corner de San Francisco 209
35/10 de San Francisco 207
35/15* de la Cruz 153
(NRHP)

35/16 de San Francisco 203
Block 36

36/1 de San Justo corner de la Luna N/A
36/2 de la Luna 254-252
36/3 de la Luna 252-254
36/4 de la Luna 256
36/5 de la Luna 258
36/10 de la Luna 268
36/11 de la Luna 270
36/12 de la Luna 272
36/13 de San Francisco 269
36/14 de San Francisco 267
36/15. de San Francisco 265
36/17 de San Francisco 261
36/18 de San Francisco 259
36/19 de San Francisco 257
36/20 de San Francisco 255
36/21 de San Francisco 253
36/22 de San Francisco 251
36/23 de San Justo 157
36/24 de San Justo 155
36/25 de San Justo 153
36/26 de San Justo 151
Block 37

371A de la Tanca N/A
37/1B* de la Tanca corner de San Francisco N/A
(Site) Plaza de San Francisco

2 de San Francisco corner Callejon del Tamarindo  N/A
3-4-5 de San Francisco 301
Block 38

38/1 de la Luna 350
38/2 de la Luna 352
38/3 de la Luna 354
38/4 de la Luna 356
38/5 de la Luna 358
38/7 de la Luna 362
38/8 de O’'Donnell N/A
38/9 de O'Donnell 152
38/10 de O'Donnell N/A
38/11 de San Francisco 363
38/13 de San Francisco 359
38/14 de San Francisco 357
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San Juan, Puerto Rico

County and State

38/15 de San Francisco 355
38/18 de San Francisco 351
38/19 de San Francisco 353
Block 39 ‘

39/1 de la Luna 408
39/2 de la Luna 402
39/3 de la Luna 404
39/4 de la Luna 406
39/6 de la Luna 410
39/7 de la Luna 412
39/8 de la Luna 414
39/9 de la Luna 416
39/10 de la Luna 500
39/15 de San Francisco 411
39/16 de San Francisco 409
39/17 de San Francisco 407
39/18 de San Francisco 405
39/20 de San Francisco 401
39/21 O’'Donnell 159
39/23 O’Donnell 155
39/24 O'Donnell 153
39/25 O’Donnell 151
39/26 de San Francisco 413
Block 40

40/2 Caleta de San Juan 56
40/3 Caleta de San Juan 58
40/4 Caleta de San Juan 60
40/5 Caleta de San Juan 62
40/6 Caleta de San Juan 64
40/7 Caleta de San Juan 66
40/8 Caleta de San Juan 68
40/9 - Caleta de San Juan- 70
40/10 Caleta de San Juan 72
40/11 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 152
40/12 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 154
40/13 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 156
40/14 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 158
40/16 de San Francisco 67
40/17 de San Francisco 65
40/18 de San Francisco 63
40/19 de San Francisco 61
40/20 de San Francisco 59
40/21 de San Francisco 57
40/22 de San Francisco 55
40/24 de San Francisco corner Recinto del Oeste 49
40/25 Caleta de San Juan 3
40/26 Caleta de San Juan 54
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40/27 de San Francisco 53

40/28 de San Francisco ' 51

Block 41

4111 de |la Fortaleza N/A
(Palacio Rojo)

41/2 de |la Fortaleza N/A
(Real Audiencia) :

41/3 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 248

41/4 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 250

41/5 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 252

417 de la Fortaleza N/A

: (Asilo de Hermanas de la Providencia) .

41/8 de la Fortaleza , N/A
(Pabellones)

41/9* de la Fortaleza N/A

(NRHP) (Palacio de Santa Catalina)

41/10* Recinto del Oeste N/A

(NRHP) (Jardin de Palacio de Santa Catalina) '

41/11 del Recinto Oeste

41/12* Recinto del Oeste N/A

(2 Sites) (Puerta de San Juan, Plaza de la Puerta de San Juan, Plaza de la Rogativa)

(1 NRHP) Two sites and the listed Puerta de San Juan share one parcela.)

41/12A Paseo de la Princesa N/A
(Presidio de la Princesa)

41/12B* Paseo de la Princesa N/A

(Site) (Paseo de la Princesa)

41/12C* Recinto Sur N/A

(1 Site) (Bastion de San Justo y Plaza del Bastion de San Justo)

(1 Structure) (A structure and a site share one parcela.)

41/13* Recinto del Oeste N/A

(Site) (Paseo de Ronda)

41/16* del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A

(Site) (Parque de las Palomas)

Block 42 '

42/2 de San Francisco 52

42/3 de San Francisco (same number as above)

42/5 de San Francisco 56

42/6 de San Francisco 60

42[7 de San Francisco 62

42/8 de San Francisco 64

42/9 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 200

42/10 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 202

42/13 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 208

42/14 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 210 / de |la Fortaleza 65

42/15 de la Fortaleza 63

42/16 de la Fortaleza 61

42/17 de la Fortaleza 59
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42/18 de la Fortaleza 57
42/19 de la Fortaleza 55
42/20 de la Fortaleza 53
(Offices Palacio de Santa Catalina)
42/21 del Recinto Oeste N/A
(Offices Palacio de Santa Catalina)
Block 43
43/1 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 201
43/2 de San Francisco 100
43/5 de la Cruz corner de San Francisco N/A
(Real Intendencia) '
43/6 de San José 202
43/8 de la Fortaleza 111
43/9 de la Fortaleza 109
43/10 de la Fortaleza 107
43/11 de la Fortaleza 105
43/12 de la Fortaleza 101
43/13 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 213
43/14. del Santo Cristo de la Salud 211
43/15 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 209
43/16 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 207
43/17 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 205
43/18 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 203
43/19 de San Francisco 102-104
Block 44
44/1* de San Francisco corner de la Cruz corner de San José corner de Rafael
(Site) Cordero '
(Plaza de Armas)
Block 45
45/1 de Rafael Cordero 150
45/2 de Rafael Cordero 152
45/3 de Rafael Cordero 154
Block 46
46/1 de San Francisco 200
46/2 de San Francisco 202
46/4 de San Francisco 206
46/5 de San Francisco 208
46/6 de San Francisco 210
46/8 de San Justo , , 204
46/9 de San Justo corner de la Fortaleza 206
46/13 de la Cruz corner de la Fortaleza 205
46/14 de la Cruz 203
46/15 de la Cruz 204
46/16 de San Francisco 204
Block 47
47/3 de San Francisco 252
47/5 de San Francisco 258
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4716 de San Francisco 260
4717 de San Francisco 262
47/8 de San Francisco 264
47/9 de San Francisco 266
47/10 de San Francisco 268
47/11 de la Tanca 202
47/12 de la Tanca 204
47/13 de la Fortaleza 263
47/14 de la Fortaleza 261
47/16 de la Fortaleza 257
47/17 de la Fortaleza 255
47/18 de la Fortaleza 253
47/19 de la Fortaleza 251
47/20 de la Fortaleza corner de San Justo 209
47121 de San Justo 207
47/22 de San Justo . 205
47/23 de San Justo 203
Block 48

48/1 de San Francisco 298
48/2 de San Francisco 300
48/3 de San Francisco 302
48/4 de San Francisco 304
48/5 de San Francisco 306
48/8 de San Francisco - 312
48/9 - de la Fortaleza 317
48/11 de la Fortaleza 313
48/12 de la Fortaleza 311
48/13 de la Fortaleza 309
48/14 de la Fortaleza 307
48/15 de la Fortaleza 305
48/16 de la Fortaleza 303
48/17 de la Fortaleza 301
48/18 de la Tanca corner de la Fortaleza 207
48/19 de la Tanca 205
Block 49

49/1 de San Francisco 350
49/2 de San Francisco 352
49/3 de San Francisco 354
49/4 de San Francisco 356
49/6 de San Francisco 360.
49/7 de San Francisco 362
49/8 de San Francisco 364
49/9 de San Francisco 366
49/10 de O'Donnell 200
49/11 de O'Donnell 202
49/12 de O’Donnell 204
49/13 de O'Donnell 206
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de la Fortaleza

49/15 365
49/16 de |la Fortaleza 363
49/17 de la Fortaleza 361
49/18 de la Fortaleza 359
49/19 de la Fortaleza 357
49/21 de la Fortaleza 353
49/22 de la Fortaleza 351
49/23 de la Fortaleza 319
49/24 de O’'Donnell 268
49/25 de O’'Donnell 208-210
49/26 de la Fortaleza 367
Block 50

50/1* de la Fortaleza corner Ponce de Ledn corner de San Francisco corner de
(Site) O’Donnell (Plaza de Coldn)

Block 52

52/2 de la Fortaleza 100
52/3 de la Fortaleza 102
52/4 de la Fortaleza 104
52/5 de la Fortaleza 106
52/6 de San José 250
52/8 de Tetuan 103
52/9 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 259
52/10 del Santo Cristo de la Salud - 257
52/11 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 255
52/12 del Santo Cristo de la Salud 253
52/14 de la Fortaleza corner del Santo Cristo de la Salud 251
52/15 de San José 252
52/16* de San José 254
(NRHP) :

Block 53

53/1 - de la Fortaleza 150
53/2 de la Fortaleza 152
53/3 de la Fortaleza 154 -
53/4 de la Fortaleza - 156
53/5 de la Cruz 250
53/6 de la Cruz - 252
53/8 de Tetuan 153
53/9 de Tetuan 151
53/10 de San José corner de Tetuan 151
53/11 de San José 255
53/12 de San José 253
53/13 de San José 257
53/14 de la Cruz corner de Tetuan 157
53/15 de Tetuan 155
Block 54

54/1 de Tetuan 2012
54/2 de Tetuan 207
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54/3 de Fortaleza 202
54/4 de Fortaleza 204
54/5 de Fortaleza 206
54/9 de San Justo 254
54/10 de San Justo 256
54/11 de San Justo corner de Tetuan 258
54/14 "de Tetuan 203
54/15 de Tetuan 201 B
54/17 de la Cruz 257
54/18 de la Cruz 255
54/19 de la Cruz 253
54/21 de Fortaleza corner de la Cruz 200
Block 55

55/1 de la Fortaleza 250
55/2 de la Fortaleza 252
55/3 de la Fortaleza 254
55/4 de la Fortaleza 256
55/6 de la Fortaleza 260
5517 de la Fortaleza 262
55/9 de la Tanca N/A
55/11 de Tetuan 259
55/12 de Tetuan 257
55/13 de Tetuan 255
55/15 de San Justo 257
55/16 de San Justo 255
55117 de San Justo 253
55/18 de San Justo 251
55/19 de Tetuan 263
55/20 de Tetuan 261
55/21 de Tetuan 253
55/22 de Tetuan corner de San Justo N/A
Block 56

56/1 de la Tanca 251
56/3 de la Fortaleza 302
56/4 de la Fortaleza 304
56/5 . de la Fortaleza 306
56/6 de la Fortaleza 308
56/7 de la Fortaleza 310
56/8 de |la Fortaleza 312
56/9 de la Fortaleza 314
56/10 de la Fortaleza 316
56/11 de la Fortaleza 318
56/12 de la Fortaleza 320
56/14 de Tetuan 313
56/15 de Tetuan 311
56/18 de Tetuan 305
56/19 de Tetuan 303
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56/20 de Tetuan 301
56/21 de Tetuan 261
56/22 de Tanca 259
56/23 de Tanca 257
56/24 de Tanca 255
56/25 de Tanca 253
56/26 de Tetuan 311
Block 57 '
57/2 de la Fortaleza 352
57/3 de la Fortaleza 354
5714 de la Fortaleza 356
57/5 de la Fortaleza - 358
57/6 de la Fortaleza 360
5717 de la Fortaleza corner Tetuan 362
57/8 de Tetuan 367
57/9 de Tetuan 365
57/11 de Tetuan 361
57112 de Tetuan 359
57/13 de Tetuan 357
57/14 de Tetuan 355
57/15 de Tetuan 353
57117 de Tetuan corner Callején del Gambaro 351
57/18. Callején del Gambaro 251
Block 58
58/1 de la Fortaleza corner de Tetuan corner O’Donnell corner General Pershing
N/A (Teatro Tapia)
Block 60
60/1* de Tetuan N/A
(Site) (Plaza Bastién de la Palma) '
Plaza Bastiéon de la Palma shares two parcelas.)
60/2* de Tetuan . N/A
(Site) (Plaza Bastién de la Palma)
Plaza Bastioén de la Palma shares two parcelas.)
60/3 de Tetuan - - 0-3
Block 61 : g
61/1 de Tétuan 150
61/2 de la Cruz corner del Recinto Sur corner de Tetuan N/A
Block 62 '
62/1 de Tetuan 200 — de Recinto Sur 201
62/2 de Tetuan corner de Tizol corner de Recinto Sur  N/A
62/3 de Tetuan _ 204
Block 63
63/1 de San Justo corner de Tetuan corner de Recinto Sur N/A
Block 64
64/1 de Tetuan 250
64/5 de Tetuan ' 258
64/7 de Tetuan 260 — de Recinto Sur 259
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64/12 de Recinto Sur 251
64/13 de San Justo 301
64/14 de Tetuan 252
64/15 de Tetuan 254
64/16 de Tetuan : 256
64/17 de Tetuan 260
Block 65
65/1 de Recinto Sur 301
65/2 de Recinto Sur 303
65/3 de Recinto Sur 305
65/4 de Recinto Sur 307
65/5 de Recinto Sur 309
65/7 de Recinto Sur 313
65/8 de Recinto Sur ‘ 315
65/9 de Recinto Sur ' 317
65/10 de Recinto Sur 319
65/11 de Recinto Sur 321
65/13 de Recinto Sur 325
65/14 de Recinto Sur . 327
65/16 de Recinto Sur 331
65/18 de Tetuan N/A
Block 66 ‘

66/1* de Tetuan corner de Recinto Sur N/A
(Site) (Plaza Somohano)
Block 68 _
68/1 de Tetuan N/A
(Barios Publicos)
68/2* de Recinto Sur corner de Comercio N/A
(Garden)
Block 76
76/1* La Puntilla corner de Comercio N/A
(NRHP) ‘(Aduana Federal)
Block 85
85/1 -| La Puntilia N/A
(Arsenal de la Marina de la Puntilla)
Block 88 .
88/1* de Tetuan corner de Recinto Sur corner de la Tanca corner de San Justo N/A
(NRHP) (Correo y Tribunal Federal)
Block 94
94/2* de Comercio N/A
(Site) (Plaza de la Darsena)
The Plaza de la Darsena shares two parcelas.
94/3 de Comercio N/A
(Pabellén de Turismo)
94/84* de Comercio N/A
(Site) (Plaza de la Darsena)
The Plaza de la Darsena shares two parcelas.
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Block 96

96/1* Ponce de Le6n corner de Norzagaray corner Fernandez Juncos N/A

(NRHP) (Antiguo Casino de Puerto Rico)

Block 101

1011 Fernandez Juncos N/A
(Escuela José Julian Acosta)

Block 172

172/2A* de Norzagaray N/A

(NRHP) (House, National Park Service) :

172/2B* de Norzagaray N/A

(NRHP) (House, National Park Service)

172/2C* de Norzagaray N/A

(NRHP) (House, National Park Service)

172/3* de Norzagaray N/A

(NRHP) (Bastion de Santo Tomas) (no building)

Block 173

173/1. de Norzagaray N/A

Block 613

613/1 del Recinto Sur N/A

No Block

No Parcela del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A
(Capilla del Santo Cristo de la Salud)

No Parcela Plaza de de Hostos N/A

(Site) :

No Parcela* Las Terrazas del Recinto Sur N/A

(Site)

No Parceia* Plaza deCarrién N/A

(Site)

» TABLE 2
NON-CONTRIBUTING PARCELAS AND ADDRESSES

The parcelas marked with an asterisk (*) were not tallied as part of the grand total of buildings. These
properties are either individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places or categorized as sites. In
one case (Block 68, Parcela 2), the parcela includes a small garden. Parcela 1B, Block 2 and Parcela 3B,
Block 15 — as well as Parcelas 2A, 2B, 2C and 3, Block 172 — are part of the San Juan National Historic Site.

As mentioned previously, the total number of contributing parcelas in the historic district is 753 out of a total of
862. The percent of contributing parcelas is 87%.

PARCELA/ ADDRESS

BLOCK (N/A = Not available/Not applicable)

Block 2

2/4 Calle de Morovis corner Calle de Calle de Norzagaray corner Calle del Santo
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Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud corner Calle de Beneficencia

Block 5

51 Calle Imperial corner Calle de Calle de Norzagaray corner Calle de la Calle de la
Cruz

Block 7

7/15 Calle de Norzagaray 276

7/16 Calle de Norzagaray 278

7/19 Calle de San Sebastian 277

7127 | Calle de Norzagaray 270

Block 8

8/3 Calle de Norzagaray N/D

8/8 Calle de San Sebastian 301

8/9 Calle de San Sebastian N/A

8/10 Calle de San Sebastian N/A

8/12* Calle de Norzagaray N/A

(Empty lot)

Block 10

10/8 Calle de Norzagaray 416/Calle del Sol 417

10/9 Calle de Norzagaray 418/Calle del Sol 419

10/10 Calle de Norzagaray 420/Calle del Sol 421

10/12 Calle del Sol 425 corner Calle de Norzagaray

10/13 Calle de Norzagaray 408

Block 12

12/1* Plaza de la Beneficencia

(Site) Calles Calle de San Sebastian y Calle de Beneficencia

Block 13 ' :

13/0* Plaza del Soportal

(Site) Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud N/A

Block 14 .

14/10 Calle de la Virtud N/D corner Calle del Mercado 7

Block 15 -

15/6 Calle de San Sebastian 14

Block 16 '

16/3 Calle de San Sebastian N/A

Block 19

19/10 Calle de San Justo 56

19/16 Calle del Sol 205

Block 20

20/17 Calle del Sol N/A

Block 21 ]

21/6 Calle de la Tanca corner Calle de Barbosa corner Calle de San Sebastian

Block 22 : '

22/2 Calle del Sol 4

22/4 Calle del Sol 8

22/20 Caleta de las Monjas 25 corner Escalinata de las Monjas

22/24 Caleta de las Monjas 17 '

22/25 Caleta de las Monjas 15
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Block 24

24/14 Calle de la.Luna 105

Block 25

25/8 Calle de la Cruz 104

25/9 Calle de la Cruz 106

25/11 Calle de la Luna 157

25/16 Calle de San José 107

Block 27

27/15 Calle del Sol 278

27/18 Calle de la Tanca N/A

27/32 Calle de la Luna 253

Block 28

28/3 Calle del Sol 304

28/11 Calle del Sol 322 corner Callején del Toro
28/23 Calle de la Tanca 103

Block 29

29/4 Calle del Sol 356

29/10 Calle del Sol 368 corner Calle de O’'Donnell
29/14 Calle de la Luna 363

29/17 Calle de la Luna 355

29/18 Calle de la Luna 353

29/20 Calle de la Luna 349 corner Callején del Toro
29/21 Callején del Toro 349

29/23 Calle del Sol 358

Block 30

30/1 Calle del Sol 398 corner Calle de O'Donnell
30/2 Calle del Sol 402

30/6 Calle de la Luna 409

30/8 Calle de la Luna 405

30/11 Calle del Sol 400A

Block 31

31/7 Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud 150
Block 33

33/2 Calle de San José 152

Block 34

34/18 Calle de la Cruz 148 corner Calle de la Luna
34/19 Calle de la Luna 150

Block 35

35/4 Calle de la Luna 204

35/11 Calle de Calle de San Francisco 205
35/14 Calle de la Cruz 155

Block 36

36/6 Calle de la Luna 260

36/7 Calle de la Luna 262

36/8 Calle de la Luna 264

36/9 Calle de la Luna 266

36/16 Calle de San Francisco 263
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Block 38

38/6 Calle de la Luna 360

38/12 Calle de San Francisco 361

Block 39

39/5 Calle de la Luna 408

39/11 Calle de Norzagaray N/A

39/12 Calle de Norzagaray N/A

39/19 Calle de San Francisco 403

39/22 Calle de O'Donnell 157.

Block 40 :

40/15 Calle de San Francisco 67

Block 42

42/1 Calle de San Francisco N/A corner Calle del Recinto Oeste (aka Calle de Clara

Lair) ‘

42/4 Calle de San Francisco 54

42/11 Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud 204

42/12 Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud 206

42/22 Calle de San Francisco N/A

(Empty lot)

Block 43

43/7 Calle de San José 204

Block 46

46/7 Calle de San Francisco 212 corner Calle de San Justo

46/10 Calle de la Fortaleza 205

46/11 Calle de la Fortaleza 203

Block 47

47/1 Calle de San Francisco 250

47/2 Calle de San Francisco 250

47/4 Calle de San Francisco 254-256

47/15 Calle de la Fortaleza 259

47124 Calle de San Justo 201

Block 48

48/6 Calle de San Francisco 308

48/7 Calle de San Francisco 310

48/10 Calle de la Fortaleza 315

48/20 Calle de la Tanca 203

Block 49

49/5 Calle de San Francisco 358

49/20 Calle de la Fortaleza 355

Block 54

54/6 Calle de la Calle de la Fortaleza 208

54/7 Calle de la Fortaleza 250 corner Calle de San Justo

54/8 Calle de San Justo 252

54/13 Calle de Tetuan 205

Block 55

55/5 Calle de la Fortaleza 258

55/8 Calle de la Fortaleza 264 corner Calle de la Tanca
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Block 56

56/2 Calle de la Fortaleza 300

56/13 Calle de Tetuan 315 corner Callején del Gambaro

Block §7

57/1 Calle de la Calle de |la Fortaleza 350 corner Callejon del Gambaro

57/10 Calle de Tetuan 363

Block 65

65/6 Calle del Recinto Sur 311

65/12 Calle del Recinto Sur 323 — Calle de Tetuan

65/15 Calle del Recinto Sur #329

Block 71

71/1* Municipal Parking

(Site) Calle del Paseo de la Princesa - Calle de La Puntilla — Calle del Presidio

An asterisk (*) marks the parcelas that are sites or that do not have buildings in them. There are two empty
parcelas in the historic district. The number of non-contributing parcelas in the Old San Juan Historic District is
109 out of a total of 862. This represents 13% of all parcelas.

Natural and Urban Physiognomy

The Old San Juan Historic District is located in the San Juan Islet, a small isle located on the northern coast of
the island of Puerto Rico. This land mass is bounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the north, Bahia de San Juan
(San Juan Bay) to the west and southwest, Cario de San Antonio (San Antonio Channel) to the southeast, and
Laguna del Condado (Condado Lagoon) to the east. The enclave sits atop a promontory on the northwestern
tip of the islet that gradually slopes down towards sea level along the east coast. This rock formation is
between forty and ninety feet above the sea level. The cliffs formed by this land mass run parallel to the north
shore of the islet. The promontory also slants towards the south, originally covered with mangroves and palm
trees. The mangroves have dried and the now flat strip of land serves as transition to the bay. Both the Viejo
San Juan and the San Juan Islet are part of the Municipality of San Juan, the capital of Puerto Rico.

Four bridges connect the islet to the main island: the two-way Puente Dos Hermanos, which becomes the
Avenida Dr Ashford in the Condado area and the inbound and outbound bridges of Route PR 1. This last route
continues to Old San Juan as Avenida Fernandez Juncos via the port area. Route 25 slices through the center
of the islet in east-west fashion as Avenida Ponce de Ledn following the historic Spanish Carretera Militar
(Military Road) alignment. A spur of Route 25, the Avenida Mufoz Rivera, coasts along the northern shore of
the islet. This roadway, provides the main formal entrance into the historic district entering through the sector
where the 18" century Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra, a fierce defensive artifact that provided the only
entrance into the urban core by land, was originally located. The artifact was destroyed during the last decade
of the 19" century as part of the period's search for a healthier and less cramped urban center. The original
moat scarp wall and its imposing height are still visible, providing a dramatic historic reference that contributes
to the spirit of place of the district. A ferry service also connects the Viejo San Juan with the town of Catafio in
the northern coast of the island.
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When in 1519 royal authorization was granted to move the then fledging first European settlement from
Caparra to the present location, the whole islet was declared its gjido.? At this time, the islet was uninhabited
aIthou%h only two pre-Columbian sites have been found within its territorial limits. Both are dated earlier than
the 15" century. One rests within the defensive circuit and the other one outside, in the Puerta de Tierra
sector. During the first centuries of Spanish colonization, the urban core was known by the same name as
Caparra, the ciudad del puerto Rico (the city of the rich Port).” In spite of the extension of its gjido, all urban
activities and the most important military fortifications, including the third and fourth lines of defense, were
located on the northwestern tip of the islet within the boundaries of the Old San Juan Historic District. This
region, from the Atlantic Ocean (in the north) to the bay (in the south) was considered a political and urban
organism in its own right.

While the city congregated inside the walls for most of its history, by the 19™ century the urban core had two
extramuros (outside the walls) service areas. The first one is positioned between the northern defensive wall
and the Atlantic Ocean and still serves as the district’s burial ground, the Cementerio de Santa Maria
Magdalena de Pazzis. The second service area was established in the mangrove sector between the southern
curtain wall and the bay in the zone known as La Puntilla de San Lazaro (Point of Saint Lazarus) outside the
southern perimeter of defensive walls. During the second part of the 20" century, the exterior areas of the city
experienced further transformations. The La Perla neighborhood developed to the east of the cemetery along
the northern curtain wall during the 1950s. This is a non-historic low income residential development that
originated with squatters. Presently, the La Puntilla sector includes a large empty lot used as public parking, a
1960s non-historic residential complex and a US Coast Guard Base. In 1801, the Bateria de Santo Toribio (St
Toribio Battery) was erected on this site. The first two are noncontributing properties (sites) of the historic
district. The Coast Guard enclave has one building, erected after 1898, listed in the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion C (Lighthouse Supervisor's House). While the rest of this early 20" century
federal complex may be eligible under other criteria and/or historic context(s), it has never been considered an
active part of the Old San Juan Historic District given the fact that, until the late 19™ century, the sector was a
mangrove. The Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places determined the US Coast Guard Base at La
Puntilla is eligible as a historic district under Criterion A.

The distribution and organization of the urban core by means of an orthogonal grid was inspired by European
Renaissance ideas, particularly Italian of Classical extraction. Presently, a liberal gridiron of 74 blocks of
varying sizes organizes the core. The number of parcelas per block varies depending on the size of this urban
component. The smallest blocks have one parcela (examples include: Block 1, Block 4, Block 9, Block 23,
Block 44, Block 50, Block 58, and Block 63, among others) and the largest one (Block 20) includes 35
parcelas. The distribution of parcelas per block is detailed in Table 3.

TABLE 3 :
PARCELAS, CONTRIBUTING AND NONCONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS AND SITES PER BLOCK

Block Parcelas Buildings Buildings Sites Sites
(Contributing) | ( Non- Contributing) {Contributing) (Non

8 The Spanish word gjido refers to the land surroundlng and under the jurisdiction of a particular town. It is defined as the:

campo comun de un pueblo (Translation into English: “the land surrounding a partlcular town"). Diccionario de la Real Academia de la
Lengua Esparfiola (Madrid: Real Academia de la Lengua Espaiiola, 2001), 22" edition, word: gjido.

During the early stages of its history, the present day island of Puerto Rico was known as San Juan Bautista, the original
name given by Christopher Columbus when he discovered it on 19 November 1493 during his second trip. Rico (rich) in this context
(description of the port) is a synonym of bountiful.
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contributing) |
1 1 1 0 0 0
2 2 0 0 0 1
(1 parcela is (The parking (Plaza del
part of the building and Quinto
SJNHS) the Plaza del Centenario)
Quinto
Centenario
share one
parcela.
3 14 14 0 1. 0
(2 bldgs share
one parcela)
4 1 1 0 0 0
5 4 3 1 0 0
6 19 18 0 0 0
(1 bldg shares
2 parcelas)
7 28 24 4 0 0
8 10 5 4 0 0
+ 1 empty lot
9 1 1 0 0 0
10 17 12 5 0 0
11 1 0 0 1 0
12 1 0 0 0 1
(Plaza de la
v Beneficencia)
13 2 1 0 0 1
(Plaza del
Soportal)
14 9 8 1 0 0
15 27 22 (1 parcela 1 0 0
belongs to -
SJNHS, 3
parcelas
belongs to
Casa Blanca)
16 4 4 1 0 0
(2 bldgs share
1 parcela)
17 22 22 0 0 0
18 18 18 0 0 0
19 22 20 2 0 0
20 35 34 1 0 0
21 2 1 1 0 0
22 34 29 5 0 0
23 1 1 0 0 0
24 19 18 1 0 0

Section 7 Page 27




United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/Old San
Juan Historic District

(Expires 5/31/2012)

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Name of Property Section 7 County and State
25 18 14 4 0 0
26 19 19 0 0 0
27 34 31 3 0 0
28 23 20 3 0 0
29 16 |8 8 0 0
30 11 6 5 0 0
31 12 11 1 0 0
32 1 0 0 1 0
33 4 3 1 0 0
34 16 14 2 0 0
35 ' 14 10 3 0 0

(1 bldg

included in

NRHP)
36 ' 26 21 5 0 0
37 4 3 0 1 0
38 17 15 2 0 0
39 24 19 5 0 0
40 26 25 1 0 0
41 16 9 0 6 0

(1 bldg

included in the

NRHP shares

2 parcelas)
42 22 17 4 0 0

+ 1 empty lot ‘

43 17 16 1 0 0
44 1 0 0 1 0
45 3 3 0 0 0
46 14 11 3 0 0
47 24 19 5 0 0
48 20 16 4 0 0
49 25 23 2 0 0
50 1 0 0 1 0
52 13 13 0 0 0

(2 bldgs share

1 parcela;

1 bldg listed in

NRHP) -
53 14 14 0 0 0
54 18 14 4 0 0
55 20 18 2 0 0
56 24 22 2 0 0
57 17 15 2 0 0
58 1 1 0 0 0
60 3 1 0 1 0

(Plaza del
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Bastion de la
Palma shares 2
parcelas)

61 2 2 0 0 0

62 3 3 0 0 0

63 1 1 0 0 0

64 9 9 0 0 0

65 17 14 3 0 0

66 1 0 0 1 0

68 2 1 0 0 0

(1 bldg shares
2 parcelas)
71 1 0 0 0 1
Municipal
Parking
76 1 0 0 0 0
(1 bldg
included in
NRHP)
85 1 1 0 0 0
88 1 0 0 0 0
(1 bldg
included in
NRHP)

94 3 1 0 1 0
(1 site shares 2
parcelas)

96 1 0 0 0 0.

(1 bldg
included in
NRHP)
101 1 1 0 0 0
172 4 0 0 0 0
(all properties
part of SUINHS)

173 1 1 0 0 0

613 1 - 1 0 0 0

No Block | No parcela | 1 0 0 0

Capilla del
Cristo

No Block | No parcela |0 0 1 0
Plaza de Carriéon

No Block | No parcela |0 0 1
Plaza de de
Hostos

No Block | No parcela |0 0 1 0
Las Terrazas del
Recinto Sur
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The Viejo San Juan orthogonal grid is formed by four types of public thoroughfares. The most common one is
the calle (street). The following ways run from east to west, starting along the northern wall of the city: Calle de
Norzagaray (also known as Boulevard del Valle and Bulevar del Valle), Calle de la Tranquilidad, Calle de la
Virtud, Calle de la Beneficencia, Calle de San Sebastian, Calle del Sol, Calle de la Luna, Caleta de las Monjas,
Caleta de San Juan, Calle de San Francisco, Calle de Cordero, Calle de la Fortaleza, Calle de Tetuan and
Calle del Recinto Sur. Starting at the east side of the district, the following streets run from north to south:
Calle de Norzagaray (this streets curves and also runs from east to west), Calle de O'Donnell, Calle de Acosta,
Calle de Barbosa, Callején del Tamarindo, Callején del Toro, Callejon del Gdmbaro and Callején de la Capilla,
Calle de la Tanca, Calle de San Justo, Calle de la Cruz, Calle imperial, Calle de Tizol, Calle del Mercado,
Calle de Mc Arthur, Calle de San José, Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud, Calle de Morovis, Calle del Hospital
and Calle del Recinto Oeste. All the names except one were in used during the 19" century.® The roads
bearing the name recinto (precinct) are located where the original defensive camino de ronda (pomoerium)
was located. This interior way circled the district and provided rapid and unobstructed access to all the military
defenses. During the 19™ century the Calle de Norzagaray was also known as Calle del Recinto Norte
precisely for this reason. Most streets were given name of saints, a Spanish tradition, although some - like the
Calle de la Luna (Moon Street) — may be a reference to Madrid’s famous medieval street bearing that name.
Others are named after 19" century famous people, like Spanish governor Fernando de Norzagaray y
Escudero (1852-1855), or battles that took place in Africa like the Calle de Tetuan.® Still, others are named
after special objects. The Calle de la Cruz (Cross Street) owes its name to the metal cross that for many years
crowned its highest point. As expected of thoroughfares that have existed for centuries plus, some have been
known by different names. '

Given the fact that they are part of the original urban orthogonal grid these thoroughfares are intrinsic
contributing structures of the district. Although the San Juan National Historic Site (NPS) is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places as a structure, it is not counted at this time for it is already included in the
list. The Bastién de San Justo (also known as the Semibastion de San Justo; Bastiéon de Santos Justos y
Pastor and Semibastiones de Santos Justo y Pastor) is under the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and, therefore, needs to be included at this time. The total of contributing structures within the historic
district is 39. Table 3 lists all the thoroughfares and their known historic names.

TABLE 4 ' '
PRESENT AND HISTORIC NAMES OF THOROUGHFARES (LISTED AS STRUCTURES)

Present day name Historic name(s)

8 Calle de Mc Arthur was organized quite late in the history of the city as result of which no evidence has been found regarding

its possible historic names. Presently, the short version of the names is preferred by the US Postal Service. Thus, for example, the
Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud (Holy Christ of Health Street) is known as Calle Cristo and, also, as Calle del Cristo.

For many years, the Calle de Tetuan was the southernmost street of the urban core, running from east to west. Given the fact
that the first defensive wall constructed was the one along the southern border, one of its historic names, the Calle de los Cuarteles
(Barracks Street), references the military presence it sheltered. During the 1770s, it was still informally organized along its south border
although by the 1880s both of its sides had been developed. The street ran from Bastion de San José to the wall behind the present
day Teatro Tapia, where the Bateria de San Francisco de Paula was located. The Battle of Tetouan in Africa, fought by Spain in 1860,
was led by Leopoldo O'Donnell, 1% Duke of Tetuan. The decisive victory helped shore Spain’s claims in northern Africa. The Calle de
O’Donnell, dedicated to the prime minister-cum-military leader, is another street in the district related to the event.
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Calle de Norzagaray Calle del Recinto Norte ; Bulevar del Valle ; Boulevard del
Valie
Calle de Francisco Goenaga Calle de la Beneficencia

Calle de la Tranquilidad
Calie de la Virtud

Calle de San Sebastian Calle de los Bobos; Calle del Mondongo
Calle del Sol Calle del General Contreras
Calle de la Luna Calle de Rafael Cordero; Calle del Padre Baez

Caleta de las Monjas
Caleta de San Juan

Calle de San Francisco Caleta de San Francisco; Calle de Salvador Brau

Calle de la Fortaleza Calle Allen; Calle de Santa Catalina

Calle de Tetuan Calle de los Cuarteles; Calle de la Bella Unién

Calle del Recinto Sur {Northern end transformed into Las Terrazas el Recinto Sur)
Calle del Comercio :

Calle de O’'Donnell Calle de la Estrella

Calle de Acosta Calle Martinillo

Callején del Tamarindo
Callején del Toro
Callején del Gdmbaro
Callején de la Capilla

Calle de Barbosa Calle Oeste
Calle de la Tanca Calle del Cario de la Tanca; Calle Degetau
Calle de Tizol

Calle de San Justo

Calle de la Cruz

Calle Imperial

‘Calle del Mercado

Calle de Mc Arthur
Escalinata de las Monjas
Escalinata del Hospital
Calle del Santo Cristo de la Calle Real de San Juan; Calle del Cristo
Salud '
Calle de Morovi
Calle del Hospital
Calle del Morro -
Calle del Recinto Oeste Calle de Clara Lair
Calle del Arsenal

Calle Paseo de la Princesa
Carretera Munoz Rivera

The cultural power encapsulated in some of these names have inspired many, including modern writers and
composers. Jose Curet's novel Crimen en la calle Tetuan (Crime on Tetuan Street)used the famed street as
stage for his historic novel while singer Héctor Lavoe used the iconic streets Calle del Sol (Sun Street) and the
Calle de la Luna (Moon Street) to summarize the polarity present in human life. His iconic song Calle Luna
Calle Sol parallels the day (sol or sun) to the night (/luna or moon) in order to describe human frailties, as well
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as crimes and punishments. The grisly ima%es conveyed by the song péy homage for the fame these two
streets had during the late 19" and early 20™ centuries when their eastern sections were associated to all sorts
of rugged lifestyles.

Calle Luna Calle Sol

Mete la mano en el bolsillo
saca y abre tu cuchillo y ten cuidao.
Pénganme oido en este barrio
muchos guapos lo han matad.
Calle Luna, Calle Sol.

~All these by now fabled thoroughfares continue to be the subject of myths, short stories and poems to this day.

From north to south, the oldest streets are: Calle de San Sebastian, Calle del Sol, Calle de la Luna, Caleta de
las Monjas, Caleta de San Juan, Calle de San Francisco, Calle de la Fortaleza and Calle de Tetuan. From
east to west, the following have that distinction: Calle de San Justo, Calle de la Cruz, Calle de San José and
Calle del Santo Cristo de ia Salud.

There are four examples of the second type of thoroughfare, the callejon (alleyway or lane), narrow pathways
reserved for pedestrian use. All these lanes run from north to south and depict a certain amount of informality
in terms of their alignment and width. Callejon del Gambaro (Shrimp Alleyway) best evidences this situation. It
is possible callejones were used to subdivide very large blocks into two units. The callejones of the district are:
Callejon del Tamarindo, Callején del Toro, Callejon de la Capilla and Callején del Gambaro. Except for the
Callejon de la Capilla (Chapel Alleyway), these lanes bear relatively informal names at odds with the saintly
ones of the more prominent streets. Inspiration for their names was provided, from east to west, by the
tamarind, bull, Iglesia de San Francisco and shrimp. Since Calle de la Tanca is very narrow as it approaches
the Calle de Norzagaray, at times, it is known as Callején de la Tanca.

The two streets that bear the historic description of callejon are examples of the third type of thoroughfare that
had as its function to connect the city to the fondeadero (port area).’® Presently, there are just two, although
historic sources mention that the Calle de San Francisco was also known during the early days as the Caleta
de San Francisco.! Both caletas run from east to west and they connect the cathedral and the Plaza de la
Catedral with the Calle del Recinto del Oeste and the Puerta de San Juan area. Historic records also mention
the Caleta de los Frailes (Friars’ Caleta) close to the Cerro de Santo Domingo (Santo Domingo Hill) that was
originally defended by some of the Castillo de San Felipe del Morro bastions. Its exact location is now
unknown.

There are two escalinatas (public stairways),'? probably among the oldest public connectors in the district.
Since they have flat sections between the flights of steps, at times they are also known as callejon. Both
examples of this fourth type of thoroughfare run from north to south. The first one, the Escalinata del Hospital
(Hospital Stairway), connects the Calle de San Sebastian (at the point where the Hospital de Nuestra Sefora
de la Concepcién El Grande is located) to the Calle del Sol. The Escalinata de las Monjas (Nuns’ Stairway)

10 Caleta can be translated into cove, inlet and small port. The Diccionario de la Real Academia de la Lengua Espafiola does not
define the term as used in Puerto Rico where caleta is also the name given to certain streets that lead to bodies of water. Diccionanio
de la Real Academia de Lengua Espariola, word: caleta.

" Although presently the Calle de San Francisco does not connect to the sea, it did so during the early periods of the city.

La Barandilla is not considered a thoroughfare but a monumental staircase part of a plaza.
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unites de Calle del Sol with the Caleta de las Monjas. This last one borders the present day Hotel El Convento
and the Iglesia de las Carmelitas Calzadas, hence, its name.

All thoroughfares were originally unpaved. During the 18" century, Friar Abbad y Lasierra mentioned it was
extremely difficult to walk the streets because of their incline and sandy composition allowed the rock
underneath to be exposed in some sectors. He compared other sectors to walking over quicksand. Itis
possible principal streets may have received some special treatment in terms of pavement and sidewalks,
usually in the shape of chinos de rio (round pebbles), although most thoroughfares had no sidewalks until the
19" century and, even then, only the most important streets included this element. During the second half of
the 19" century, slag mass-produced adoquines (similar to cobblestones) were used to pave sections of some
of the streets. These silvery grey parallelepipeds are approximately three by five inches and four inches deep.
They are set in sand and provide a beautiful and unique road pavement. The fact that vehicles do not have a
smooth ride down the sharply inclined streets of the historic district because of these pavers is one of their
traditional attractions. Adoquines also add a unique personality to the streets in terms of color and texture. At
the present time, a modern adoquin, similar in color but of slightly different size is used to cover the unpaved
historic roads. During the late 19" and early 20" centuries asphalt was used to pave streets, while the historic
public staircases have concrete in some areas. At the present time, all streets are lined with sidewalks on both
sides, except for the alleyways and the public stairways. During the last three decades, all sidewalks have
been covered with dark grey /osa canaria (stone from the Canary Islands). Some have been widened to permit
safer pedestrian circulation. The district streets follow the natural contours of the terrain and some have steep
inclines, particularly the ones aligned from north to south. These geographical conditions allow for beautiful
perspectives and create softly undulating streetscapes. When looking north from the port, the streets create
an amphitheater-like urban organization so charming it was mentioned in historic chronicles.

The Old San Juan Historic District has 18 contributing sites and 4 non-contributing ones. It is possible,
however, that under another criterion and historic context(s) the non-contributing examples could be eligible to
the National Register. The Cementerio de Santa Maria Magdalena de Pazzis (Parcela 2, Block 11) is
considered a contributing site.

TABLE 5
CONTRIBUTING AND NON-CONTRIBUTING SITES

Common Name Contributing Historic Name(s)
Plaza de la Catedral X Plaza de la Catedral, Plaza Publica; Plazoleta de
la Catedral, Plaza Daban; Plaza Felisa Rincon de
: Gautier
Plaza de Armas X Plaza Mayor; Plaza Principal; Plaza Publica;

Plaza de la Constitucion; Plaza de Alfonso XIi:
Plaza de Baldorioty de Castro

Nicknames: Pantedén de Pezuela and Plaza de
las Verduras

Plaza de San José X Plaza de Santo Domingo; Plazuela de Santo
Domingo

Plaza de San Francisco X Plaza de Salvador Brau, La Barandilla

Plaza de Colén X Campo de Santiago; Plaza de Santiago

Nickname: Plaza de Penélope; El Prado
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Parque de las Palomas

Plaza de la Darsena

Plaza del Bastion de las
Paimas

Plaza de la Rogativa

Plaza de la Puerta de
San Juan

Plaza de Arturo
Somohano

Plaza de de [sic] Hostos

No Block, Parcela 82

Plaza Carrién

Plazoleta de los Bancos

XIX|X[ X[ XX XXX

Cementerio de Santa
Maria Magdalena de
Pazzis :

Cementerio Municipal

Plaza del Bastion de los
Santos Justo y Pastor

Paseo de la Princesa

Paseo de Ronda

XIX|X[ X

Las Terrazas del Recinto
Sur

Plaza del Quinto
Centenario

Plaza de la Beneficencia

Plaza del Soportal

Estacionamiento
Municipal
(Municipal Parking)

The Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan has 26 objects, 9 of which are non-contributing. It is possible more
time needs to elapse in order to make an unbiased artistic and historic significance judgment of these non-

contributing objects, created during the last few decades.

TABLE 6

CONTRIBUTING AND NON-CONTRIBUTING

OBJECTS

Name

Contributing

Sculpture of Juan Ponce de Ledn, Plaza de San José

Sculpture of Christopher Columbus, Plaza de Colén

Sculptures of Four Seasons, Plaza de Armas

Sculpture of Abraham Lincoln, Escuela Abraham Lincoin

Bust of Francisco de Miranda, Plaza Bastion de la Palma

Sculpture of Salvador Brau, Plaza de San Francisco

Sculpture of Patricio Rijos (Toribio), Plaza de San Francisco

Bust of Isabel de Trastdmara (Isabel La Catdlica),

X2 XXX XXX
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Extensiéon Paseo de la Princesa

Sculpture of La Rogativa, Plaza de la Rogativa

Sculpture Colén, Plaza Bastion de Santos Justo y Pastor

Totem Telurico, Plazadel Quinto Centenario

Sculptures of the Lambs, Plazadel Quinto Centenario

Sculpture of Eugenio Maria de Hostos, Plaza de de [sic] Hostos
Sculpture of the Rescate del Barrio Ballaja (Rescue of Ballaja Barrio),
Cuartel de Ballaja

Sculpture of Felisa Rincén de Gautier, Paseo de la Princesa

Bust of Infante Dom Henrique, Plaza de Darsena

Columna Triunfal Victoria Espanoles contra Holandeses (Triumphal Column
Victory over the Dutch Esplanade, Castillo de San Felipe del Morro)
Bust of Manuel Gregorio Tavares, Calle Tanca '
Sculpture of Arturo Somohano Portela, Plaza Arturo Somohano
Sculpture Al Inmigrante, Plaza de Darsena

Sculpture Eugenio Maria de Hostos, Plaza de la Beneficencia
Fuente de la Herencia, Paseo de la Princesa

Sculptural GroupRaices, Paseo de la Princesa

Sculptural Group Crecimiento, Extension Paseo de la Princesa
Sculpture of Catalino (Tite) Curet Alonso, Plaza de Armas
Scuipture of Ricardo Alegria, Paseo de Covadonga

XKIX[X]| XXX X

The Ponce de Ledn (Plaza de San José) and Christopher Columbus (Plaza de Coldn) sculptures are historic
artistic works. Their age and aesthetics qualify them as museum pieces. Most of the objects listed contribute
to the interpretation of the historic district. Some, like the ones depicting the four seasons, date to the 19"
century. Notice needs to be taken that the 19" century Cementerio de Santa Maria de Pazzis has dozens of
magnificent examples of funerary art that include pantheons, tombs and sculptures.

Overview of the District

Usually the main entrance into the city is via the Avenida Mufioz Rivera. After crossing the remaining moat
wall of the Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra, the Plaza de Colén, honoring Christopher Columbus, is
encountered. On its east side sits the early 20" century Casino de Puerto Rico which presently houses the
reception center of Puerto Rico’s State Department. The dramatic Second Empire Baroque metal covered
mansard roof balances the height of the historic scarp wall to the right. The building originally served as the
headquarters of a private social club, known as casinos.

The Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra was part of the Castillo de San Cristdbal and, therefore, an intrinsic
component of the third line of defense of the islet and urban enclave. It served as land entrance and, at the
same time, as the first line of defense of the city proper. This mammoth defensive organism honoring Spain’s
patron saint also included a deep moat, bridge and auxiliary defensive artifacts. It was destroyed during the
1890s as part of the modernization and expansion of the urban core. Even though it no longer exists,
remnants of the scarp wall and the moat still form part of the Castillo de San Cristébal making possible to
gauge the original position as one enters the historic district. This largely intangible presence creates an
imaginary line visitors need to cross in order to get to the “inside” of the urban core. The mnemonic power of
this land gate is so dramatic that all the area of the islet outside the historic district is known as Puerta de
Tierra to this day.
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The Plaza de Coldn is a well-sized public space anchored in the center by a 1890s marble sculpture of
Christopher Columbus, commemorating the 400" anniversary of the discovery of Puerto Rico and America.
Until that time, the plaza was known as Plaza de Santiago and, before that, as the Campo de Santiago (St
James’ Field), an empty space in front (on the inside) of the Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra used for
military purposes. Before the Columbus sculpture, there was a smaller bronze one of Juan Ponce de Ledn
created with the melted cannons the British abandoned after the failed attack during the 18" century.
Transferred to the Plaza de San José, it still graces this public square. :

At the northeast corner of the Plaza de Colén, the Calle de Norzagaray and Calle de San Francisco meet. The
first road has a sharp incline before reaching the summit, at the right of which is the main entrance to the
Castillo de San Cristobal in the shape of a monumental curved ramp. Created to reinforce defenses on the
land side of town, this massive fortress acquired its present morphology during the 18™ century as part of the
defensive master plan organized for the city. Calle de Norzagaray curves at this confluence and continues
from east to west along the northern defensive curtain wall and bastions allowing for magnificent views of the
Atlantic Ocean and the cliffs facing the sea. The road encounters the 19" century Plaza del Mercado (Market
Plaza) to the left, presently the Museo de Historia de la Ciudad de San Juan (History of the City of San Juan
Museum), managed by the Municipality of San Juan. This, the earliest example of this 19" century
architectural typology in the island, was erected on the outskirts of the 19™ century urban core as a result of the
period’s preoccupation with hygiene.

Two blocks further west, to the left, is the 16" century Convento de los Dominicos (also known as Convento de
Santo Domingo; Dominicans Convent or St Dominic’s Convent), presently and art gallery administered by the
Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefa (Institute of Puerto Rican Culture). The historic convent served as
permanent location of this government agency created during the 1950s for many years. Before that, the US
Army used the building to shelter administrative offices. The Convento is an example of Renaissance
architecture and the oldest example of this architectural typology and atyle in Puerto Rico and the United
States. The Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud is also to the left, bordering the western fagade of the
Convento. The space between this street and the Cuartel de Ballaja was originally occupied by city blocks that
were destroyed by the US Army during the 1940s as a precautionary measure during World War ll. During the
1990s, an underground parking with the Plaza del Quinto Centenario (Plaza of the Fifth Century) on top was
created. The plaza has sculptural group inspired in the name of San Juan (St John the Baptist) and a huge
ceramic-covered totem on its upper section. A bridge was also erected connecting the plaza to the green area
in front of the Convento de los Dominicos. A sculptural group, an allegory of the rescue of the sector, the
Recate de Ballaja (Rescue of Ballaja) was also located to the northwest of the Cuartel de Ballaja.

To the right, facing the Convento de los Dominicos is the 20" century Cuartel de Enfermeras del Rodriguez
Army Hospital (Women Nurses Barracks of the Rodriguez Army Hospital) that sheltered the female
nurses’corps who worked in this center located at the Cuartel de Ballaja during part of the 20" century. The
Mediterranean Revival detailing and open loggias were stylistic adaptations to the urban core’s history. Down
the steep road bordering on the west the Cuartel de Enfermeras, the 19" century Cementerio de Santa Maria
Magdalena de Pazzis is found. An urban portal, known as the Puerta de San José (St Joseph's Door), must
be crossed in order to enter the burial ground. The cemetery is organized by means of two sectors; the oldest
one includes a charnel house, a round Classically-inspired Neo-Cinquecento chapel and a monumental portal
entrance. The ossuary runs along the northern defense wall; the portal divides the original area from a later
expansion; and the chapel anchors the two main lanes that divide the burial ground into four quadrants. The
second sector, dated to the last decades of the 19" century, was the result of the need for more space and
almost doubles the size of the original site. Hundreds of tombs of all types, from humble ones to rich luxurious
pantheons, line the lanes depicting all kinds of architectural styles and funerary sculptural works. Patriots José
Julidn Acosta, José Celso Barbosa, Salvador Brau, José de Diego, José Gautier Benitez, Antonio R. Barceld,
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Pedro Albizu Campos, Gilberto Concepcidn de Gracia, Samuel R Quifiones, Santiago Iglesias, as well as
artists José Ferrer, Pedro Flores, Pedro Salinas, Rafael Hernandez, Tito Lara, Gilberto Monroig, Rafael Tufifio
and Tite Curet Alonso, are some of the 19" and 20" century notables buried in this stunning place perpetually
lulled by the sounds of the sea.

The portal allowing exit from the city into the cemetery is one of several urban portals or gates that once
served the defensive walled circuit allowing entrance and exit into the precinct. The 18™ century master plan
planned for several such entities to exist along the walled perimeter. From east to west, the following urban
doors were originally part of the defenses: Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra, the only one opening to land;
the Puerta de Santa Rosa(St. Rose’s Door), opening to the north, located to the west of the Castillo de San
Cristébal; the Puerta de San José, connecting to the cemetery; the Puerta de San Juan (St.John Door)
opening to the west connecting the Plaza de la Catedral to the fondeadero, the Puerta de San Justo (St Just
Door), for centuries the only one connectingto the port area in the south; and the Puerta de San Rafael, also
known as the Puerta de Espafia (St Raphael Door; Spain Door) createdduring the 19" century. The Puertas
de Santa Rosa, San José and San Rafael lacked real doors although this was not the case with the Puertas de
Santiago, San Justo and San Juan. The last one still preserves two sets of massive doors.

Calle de Norzagaray ends at the Esplanade of the Castillo de San Felipe del Morro, the citadel and fourth and
last line of defense of the city. The former Cuartel de Ballaja, Casa de Beneficencia and Manicomio are
clustered around the formal entrance to the Esplanade. All three 19" century public buildings, created to serve
the “Others” and the military, belong to the Government of Puerto Rico. The first one, a military barracks, )
houses the Museo de las Américas (Museum of the Americas), several non-profit organizations and the Puerto
Rico's State Historic Preservation Office. The second one, originally a charity asylum, shelters the Instituto de
Cultura Puertorriquefia while the third one, a 19" century insane asylum, is home to the Escuela de Artes
Plasticas (Fine Arts School). The buildings are important examples of European-influenced 19™ century
aesthetics, such as Neoclassicism, Neo-Cinquecento (Neo-Palladian) and Second Empire Baroque. A
roundabout was created a few years ago by the US National Park Service in order to manage and organize the
entrance to the Esplanade (also known as Campo del Morro and Parque del Morro) and the Castillo de San
Felipe del Morro. During the 1990s, all the vegetation of this immense space was eliminated in order to
duplicate the conditions of a military esplanade or campo. The views of the Castillo de San Felipe del Morro,
the defensive walls and the sea from this vantage point almost fifty feet above sea level can best be described
as spectacular.

The Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud is located to the left before arriving at the Plaza del Quinto Centenario.
This street is informally known as the Calle Museo (Museum Street) due to the many significant buildings that
align it. This is one of the earliest thoroughfares in the district and was once known as the Calle Real de San
Juan (San Juan Royal Road). It starts in front of the 16™ -17" centuries Convento de los Dominicos and
Iglesia de San José. This temple has unique Decorated Gothic masonry vaults in its interior and served the
Convento de los Dominicos to which it is annexed. To the south of the temple is the Plaza de San José, one of
the oldest ones in the core. This public space is framed on its eastern side by the Casa de los Contrafuertes —
the oldest European house in the district, Puerto Rico and the United States — and on the southern border by
the Calle de San Sebastian. The street has as its western terminus a Medieval casa-torre or casa-fuerte
(tower-house or tower-fort), also known as Casa Blanca, the 16" century Ponce de Ledn family residence. On
the same street, on the south side, a block east of Casa Blanca, is the Baroque Hospital de Nuestra Sefora de
la Concepcion el Grande, one of the earliest centers to serve as military hospital in the American continent.

At the intersection of Calle de San Sebastian and Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud a sharp downward incline

is initiated that allows for a beautiful panoramic view of the streetscape. Some of the buildings along the way

are: the 18™century Baroque Palacio Episcopal (Episcopal Palace); the 19" century Seminario Conciliar de
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San lidefonso (St lidephonse Seminary) currently sheltering the Centro de Estudios Avanzados del Puerto
Rico y el Caribe (Center of Advanced Studies of Puerto Rico and the Caribbean); the 18" and 19" centuries
Convento and Iglesia de las Carmelitas Calzadas (Convent and Church of the Calced Carmelites); the 16™-19"
centuries Catedral de San Juan Bautista (Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist); the Plaza de |la Catedral, the
first public plaza of the district created during the 16™ century; the 16™-17"centuries Casa del Cabildo (Town
Council House), one of the first buildings constructed and first municipal center; the 19" century Diputacion
Provincial, located in the place that served as cemetery from the 16" to the 19" centuries; and several 18"
century houses. The southernmost terminus of this street is occupied by the diminutive yet enchanting
Baroque Capilla del Santo Cristo de la Salud (Holy Christ of Health Chapel). The building sits atop the
southern defensive wall.

One block to the north of the Capilla del Santo Cristo de la Salud, is the Calle de la Fortaleza. This road starts
in front of the Palacio de Santa Catalina, the official residence of the governor of Puerto Rico’s and the
executive branch work center. The building originated during the 1530s as a defensive tower known as the
Fortaleza de Santa Catalina (and also as La Fuerza or The Force). During the 19" century, the palatial Neo-
Cinquecento section was added to the old medieval casa-fuerte or casa-torre. For centuries, the site has
served as the official residence of the island’s chief executive, making it the oldest building in America (the
continent) to have sheltered uninterruptedly such a function for four centuries plus. The Calle de la Fortaleza
presently serves as the formal exit of the district. Houses and stores organize fourteen blocks (seven on both
sides). The street finishes in front of the Plaza de Coldn the 19" century Teatro Tapia, named in honor of
sanjuanero Alejandro Tapia y Rivera, one of the island’s most distinguished theater writers.

If, upon entering the district, the Calle de San Francisco is taken instead of the Calle de Norzagaray, the route
will end at the Plaza de Armas, the heart of the urban core. Before arriving at this central point, the 18"
century Baroque Iglesia de San Francisco will be encountered on the right. In front of this temple, the Plaza de
San Francisco is located as well as the Plaza de la Barandilla. The recently discovered 19" century curved
public staircase that initiated a short promenade bordered by an allé has been rehabilitated and a replica of the
famed artifact has been created. One of the schools constructed by the Americans during the first decades of
the 20™ century, the Escuela Graduada y Técnica Ramén Baldorioty de Castro, is located on the north side of
the church. Until the time of its erection, a Franciscan convent-cum-military barracks stood on this site. After a
progression of ten blocks (five on each side), packed with houses and stores of all sorts, including one of two
20" century Catalan Modernisme examples, the La Bombonera cafeteria (also known as the Cafeteria Puig y
Abraham), the northeast corner of the Plaza de Armas, the second oldest public plaza in the historic district, is
reached.

To the north of the Plaza de Armas is the Casa Alcaldia de San Juan, the seat of the municipal government
since the early years of the 17" century, at the latest. Although its elegant fagade with its unique open two

floors of arcades was erected during the first half of the 19" century, the site sheltered the ayuntamiento or
alcaldia (municipal) services, including a jail, since the 17" century, when the Plaza de Armas became the
center of town. It still serves its original function and the complex is owned by the Municipality of San Juan.
The Calle de la Luna fagade was altered during the 1930s by means of a Mediterranean Revival small office
building which contributes to the aesthetic and historic significance of the older structure.

At the northwest corner of the plaza sits the Diputacién Provincial building. Since the 16" until the 19"
centuries, the public cemetery was located here. The diputacion provincial (provincial intendancy) was Puerto
Rico’s representative body before the Spanish Cortes'® in Madrid during certain periods of the 19™ century.
Presently, the edifice — distinguished by its elegant architectural lines, dramatic interiors and beautiful metal

13 The Cortes still serve as the legislative body of Spain.
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rejas (grills) sporting the letters “DP” (for Diputacion Provincial) — houses the Puerto Rico Department of State.
The majestic building to the west of the Plaza de Armas and to the south of the Diputacién Provincial originally
housed the 19" century Real Intendencia (also known as Real Hacienda; Royal Intendancy or Royal
Treasury). Its Neo-Cinquecento fagade underscores the relevance the real Intendencia had for San Juan and
the island. The office of Puerto Rico’s Secretary of State is presently located here. Before the building was
constructed there was an older edifice on the site that sheltered the Cuartel de San Carlos (St Charles’
Barracks) and a jail that, according to historic sources, could hold 800 prisoners.

Bordering the south of the Plaza de Armas are three early 20™ century tal! buildings buildings, all contributing
properties to the district. The Edificio de Gonzéalez Padin is a magnificent early 20™ century structure inspired
by the Chicago School that sheltered one of the first department stores in the urban core and the island, as
well as offices. It was one of the very first office buildings constructed in the district. Its central service core,
free floor plan, Chicago windows, and use of reinforced concrete confirm the Midwest’s typological and
morphological precedents. To the west of this building is the Edificio Plaza, one of the finest examples of the
. Mediterranean Revival. lt is also one of the earliest apartment buildings erected in the core evidencing the
adaptations to the 20" century styles of living. At the west side of the Edificio Plaza is an early 1930’s
commercial building that originally sheltered the Klein's Store and later the New York Department Store. The
original design had three floors and was designed by Architect Joseph O’Kelly. This building was one of the
few buiit during the Depression Era and along with the Gonzalez Padin Building, it was one of the first to bring
the department store typology to Old San Juan. It is interesting to note that the original design could be
influenced by the commercial building ideas created by Architect Louis Sullivan.

The ring of defensive walls, ranging from a height of ten to eighty plus feet above sea level, starts at the
Castillo de San Cristobal, the westernmost area of town, and runs along the northern cliffs until it meets the
Castillo de San Felipe del Morro. From east to west, the northern defensive wall includes the following
baluartes or bastiones (bastions): Bastién de San Sebastian (St Sebastian Bastion), Bastion de Santo Tomas
(St Thomas Bastion), Bastion de las Animas (Souls Bastion), Bastién de Santo Domingo (St Dominic Bastion),
Bastion de Santa Rosa (St Rose Bastion) and Bastiéon de San Antonio (St Anthony Bastion). They are all
dedicated to saints, except for the Bastién de las Animas that honors Christian souls. It is possible the
neighboring cemetery provided inspiration for the name. After embracing the Castillo de San Felipe del Morro,
the defensive wall continues along the west and southern part of the district until it reaches the place where the
Puerta de San Justo was once located, close to the Calle de Tizol. From west to east, the following bastions
were part of the southern defensive curtain wall: Bastion de Santa Elena (St Helen Bastion), Bastion de San
Agustin (St Augustine Bastion), Bastion de Santa Catalina (St Catherine Bastion), Bastién de Nuestra Sefora
de la Inmaculada Concepcién (Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Bastion), Bastiéon de San José (St
Joseph Bastion, also known as the Bastién de la Palma or Palm Bastion), Bastién de San Justo (St Just
Bastion, also known as Bastién San Justo y Pastor or St Just and St Pastor Bastion and as a semibastion),
Bastion del Muelle (Port Bastion), Bastion de San Pedro Martir (St Peter Martyr Bastion) and Bastion de
Santiago (St James Bastion). The missing length of the wall that ran along the southern border of the core
between the Bastion de San Justo and the Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra, was destroyed during the
second half of the 19" and early part of the 20" centuries. The only preserved urban door along this section of
the curtain wall is the Puerta de San Juan, the iconic symbol of the city, located between the Bastién de San
Agustin and Bastiéon de Santa Catalina. For centuries, travelers would alight in the neighboring beach-like
fondeadero, entered the city via this monumental door and walk the short distance uphill towards the Plaza de
la Catedral and the cathedral. Facing the door from the outside, to the right, is the mighty wall upon which the
Palacio de Santa Catalina is perched. At this point, the wall is forty plus feet high.

The La Puntilla de San Lazaro sector was formally developed during the second half of the 19" century. An
orthogonal grid created at an angle to the original one used in the interior area of the historic district framed its
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urbanization. The area was quite close to the schooner and boat wharfs, generally known as the darsena
(port) and limited by the Paseo de la Princesa and the Carcel de la Princesa (also known as the Presidio de la
Princesa; Princess Jail or Princess Presidium) to the north, ' the Arsenal de la Marina de la Puntilla to the east,
San Juan Bay to the west and a mangrove to the south. The prison aligns along the southern defensive wall
that partly enclosed the prisoners’ exercise yard. The Paseo de la Princesa runs parallel to the jail and the
remaining section of the southern wall. The present walk is a reconstruction of the 19" century famed public
promenade. The thoroughfare connects with a second 20" century paseo, known as the Extensién del Paseo
de la Princesa, which runs along the base of the defensive west curtain wall starting at the Paseo de la
Princesa and ending at the Puerta de San Juan. Another walk, informally known as the Paseo del Morro,
continues in a parallel manner along the western walls north of the Puerta de San Juan.

Embracing the port area on the west, sits the Spanish Arsenal de la Marina de |a Puntilla (La Puntilla Marine
Arsenal). This complex, which includes a majestic centralized Late-Renaissance/Baroque-inspired chapel,
sheltered the Spanish navy services. Both the former Presidio de la Princesa and the Arsenal de la Marina are
presently owned by the Government of Puerto Rico. The first one is the locale of the island’s Compariia de
Turismo (Tourism Company) and the second one is managed by the Instituto de Cultura Puertorriquefia
(Institute of Puerto Rican Culture) as an exhibition gallery. |

La Puntilla was the last place in the island over which the Spanish flag flew and the place where Spanish
soldiers were. quartered for months until the last one left after the 1898 debacle. Its urban grid was destroyed
during the first half of the 20" century when the US Coast Guard Base was organized in this area. During the
1960s, a residential complex was constructed and presently a huge vacant lot is also part of the sector. These
sites are noncontributing under the present context and criterion.

Another transformation suffered by the sector was the destruction of the Puerta de San Justo in 1895. As
mentioned, this was the only opening along the south curtain wall untilthe 19" century Puerta de Esparia was
opened. With the destruction of the Puerta de San Justo, the sector became available for urban development
allowing for the construction of several early 20" century office buildings to either serve the federal government
or private commercial enterprises. The striking flamingo pink Aduana Federal (Federal Customs) and more
sober Edificio de Correos y Tribunal Federal (Post Office and Federal Courts) physically evidence the
presence of the federal government in the capital city after 1898. The first structure is located on the north part
of the historic Spanish Arsenal de la Marina de la Puntilla while the second one resides in the area next to
where the Puerta de San Justo once stood. These two examples of the Mediterranean Revival are considered
contributing properties for they are exemplary of the federal presence in the district and of the new aesthetic
currents used to dress the buildings representing the political transformation. During the 1930s, a small jewel-
like building, the Pabelléon de Turismo (Tourism Pavilion) was erected to the east of the Aduana Federal, in
front of the Edificio de Correos y Tribunal Federal. This third Mediterranean Revival creation housed a tourism
office, at a time when maritime connections were the sole link between Old San Juan and the rest of the world.
The building still serves the same function.

During the 20" century, the sector was also favored by the new American and Canadian banks that settled in
the island. The buildings housing the Royal Bank of Canada, Bank of Nova Scotia, American Colonial Bank,
all erected during the first two decades, and the Art Deco Banco Popular, constructed during the 1930s, are
characterized by their height and monumental size. Previously, the Banco Territorial y Agricola sat on this
block. They are contributing properties for they are aesthetic and morphological examples of the early 20"

14 The princesa (princess) after whom the jail and the promenade in front are named was the infanta Isabel, Princesa de
Asturias, (1830-1904) who later reigned as Isabel Il. She was Spain's first regnant queen, considering that Isabel | (Isabel la Catdlica,
Christopher Columbus’ patron) was regnant queen only of Castile and Juana (Isabel and Fernando s daughter) did not ruled over a

unified Spain. Isabel Il was deposed in 1868.
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century development of the urban core. They are also examples of the office building,'® an American
architectural typology developed in Chicago and New York during the 19" century that did not exist in the Viejo
San Juan prior to 1898. Since most of them are found in the historic “borderland” between the interior and
exterior of the city, they create a fascinating sector that underscores the transformations experienced by the
urban center at the turn of the century. Other interesting examples of the novel (for the time) architectural type
of the office building erected within the interior of the district proper are the early 20™ century Edificio del
Periédico El Mundo y Puerto Rico llustrado (El Mundo and the Puerto Rico llustrado Building) and the Edificio
de Teléfonos (Telephone Building). The first one uses Neo-Arab motifs while the second one depends on
Classicist and Second Empire Baroque aesthetic ideas to create their exterior architectural cloaks. They are
both contributing properties of the district.

The Calle del Recinto Sur runs along the route where the defensive camino de ronda (pomoerium) along the
southern curtain wall was originally located. The curtain wall curved towards the north as it exited the core

until it met the Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra. The small but impressive Bafios Publicos (Public

Bathrooms) building is located on this curve. This early 20" century Second Empire Baroque example

responds to City Beautiful ideals. Its jewel-like qualities aspired to project modernity and to collaborate in the ‘
beautification of the city. : . ‘

The Avenida Ponce de Ledn, the original Spanish Carretera Militar that united the islet to the main island, is
the formal exit of the historic district. Occupying part of the original Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra site is
the Escuela José Julian Acosta, the first American school to be erected in the Viejo San Juan. With the
Escuela Ramén Baldorioty de Castro and the Escuela Graduada Abraham Lincoln, the buildings are examples
of a new architectural typology that brought into the urban core novel aesthetic currents, as well as a new type
of edifice to shelter Puerto Rico's first formal public educational system during the first decades of the 20"
century. A small building located in Block 613 is included as part of the district for it sits on top of the remains
of a section of the Puerta de Santiago/Puerta de Tierra.

Stylistic Periods

Old San Juan 827 architectural examples may be subdivided into three general groups: public, domestic and
military. In the first category, all non-military and non-domestic buildings are included, as well as the
commercial buildings created during the early decades of the 20" century and churches. A great variety exists
in this group in terms of architectural typologies, including schools, social clubs, hotels, palaces, government
buildings, restaurants, convents, among others. There are 54 contributing and 4 non-contributing public
buildings'® listed in Table 7 under the architectural period they belong.

TABLE 7
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND ARCHITECTURAL PERIODS

Historic Name Location Contributing

Conquest Period (1519-1625)

15

o The office building is intimately related to the skyscraper construction.

The four non-contributing public buildings are located in: Parcela 4, Block 2 (Ballaja Parking); Parcela 3, Block 16 (building
belonging to the Catholic Church); Parcela 1, Block 45 (private commercial building) and Parcela 11, Block 35 (Calle de San Francisco

Parking). )
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Medieval Semantics
Iglesia de San José Parcela 15, Block 3 X
Catedral de San Juan Bautista Parcela 4, Block 33 X
Casa-Torre de Ponce de Leén (Casa Blanca) Parcela 20, Block 1 X
- Renaissance Semantics
Convento de Santo Domingo Parcela 1, Block 3 X
Baroque Period (1625-1812)
Hospital de Nuestra Sefiora de la Concepcién el Parcela 1, Block 13 X
Grande
Palacio Episcopal Parcela 4, Block 16 X
Iglesia and Convento de San Francisco Parcela 4-5, Block 37 X
Convento de las Carmelitas Descalzas Parcela 1, Block 23 X
Capilla del Santo Cristo de la Salud X' X
Cuerpo de Guardia del Almacén de Pélvora de San | Parcela 4, Block 20 X
Sebastian
Historicist/Enlightenment Period (1812-1898)
Seminario Conciliar de San lidefonso Parcela 4, Block 16 X
Plaza del Mercado Parcela 1, Block 4 X
Asilo de Beneficencia Parcela 2A, Block 15 X
Casa Alcaldia de San Juan Parcela 2, Block 34 X
Iglesia de Santa Ana Parcela 14, Block 54 X
Palacio de Santa Catalina Parcela 9, Block 41 X
also known as La Fortaleza)
Arsenal de la Marina de la Puntilla Parcela 1, Block 85 X
Teatro Alejando Tapia y Rivera Parcela 1, Block 58 X
Cuartel de Infanteria de Ballaja Parcela 1, Block 1 X
Parque de Artilleria Parcela 1, Block 6 X
Casa de la Caridad y Oficios de San lidefonso Parcela 1, Block 20 X
Colegio de Parvulos Parcela 8, Block 7 X
Manicomio Parcela 2B, Block 15 X
Diputacién Provincial Parcela 3, Block 33 X
Real Audiencia Parcela 2, Block 41 X
Presidio de la Princesa Parcela 12A, Block 41 X
Casa de Salud San Luis (Edificio Acosta) Parcela 16, Block 65 X
Antiguo Asilo (Edificio de Servicios Municipales) Parcela 8, Block 3 X
Post 1898 Historicist Period (1898-1930)
Escuela José Julian Acosta Parcela 1, Block 101 X
Royal Bank of Canada Parcela 3, Block 62 X
Colegio Santo Tomas de Aquino Parcela 4, Block 33 X
Iglesia Presbiteriana Hugh O’Neill Parcela 16, Block 42 X
Iglesia Metodista de la Santisima Trinidad Parcela 24B, Block 17 X

17

The CRIM has not assigned a parcela or block to the Chapel. Arleen Pabén Charneco “Final Report: 2010 Inventory of the

San Juan Historic Zone".
Accordlng to the CRIM, both the Palacio Episcopal and the Seminario de San IIdefonso share one parcela and block number.
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Escuela Ramén Baldorioty de Castro Parcela 1, Block 37 X
Casino de Puerto Rico Parcela 1, Block 96 X
Banos Publicos Parcela 1, Block 68 X
American Colonial Bank Parcela 12, Block 64 X
Siervas de Maria Parcela 7, Block 41 X
Tobacco Palace Parcela 14, Block 57 X
Edificio CC Lord Parcela 7, Block 64 X
Camara de Comercio de Puerto Rico Parcela 3, Block 60 X
Edificio Periédico EI Mundo/Puerto Rico llustrado Parcela 16, Block 52

Edificio de Teléfonos Parcela 21, Block 56 X
Modern Period (1900-1939)

La Bombonera Parcela 18, Block 36 X
El Polo Norte Parcela 20, Block 55 X
Edificio de Gonzalez Padin Parcela 3, Block 45 X
Bank of Nova Scotia Parcela 22, Block 55 X
Escuela Graduada Abraham Lincoln Parcela 1, Block 9 X
Pabellon de Turismo Parcela 3, Block 94 X
Correo y Tribunal Federal Parcela 1, Block 88 X
Aduana Federal Parcela 1, Block 76 X
Cuartel de Enfermeras del Rodriguez Army Hospital | Parcela 1, Block 173 X
Banco Popular de Puerto Rico Parcela 1, Block 63 X
National City Bank Parcela 2, Block 62 X

All of these public buildings present distinctive and unique architectural and/or urban characteristics that
provide each individual building and their totality national cultural significance. The early 20™ century Cuartel
de Enfermeras del Rodriguez Army Hospital (Rodriguez Army Hospital Nurses Quarters) is the only example
that may be judged not to possess architectural integrity under Criterion C. However, since it is a unique
example of a building created to shelter the feminine gender, at a time when most nurses were women, it
contributes to a better understanding of how the US Army military hospital worked as well as the genders
professional development dunng that century.

The oldest public buildings are dated to the Conquest Period (1519-1625). The beginning and end dates of
this stage are marked by historic events: royal approval of the move of the settlement from Caparra to the islet
in 1519 and the Dutch attack of 1625. After this last event and in spite of a relative lull in terms of attacks, the
defensive master plan of the urban core was carried out. The resulting urban organism was different from the
one existing during the Conquest Period, principally because of the defensive stone circuit and imposing
fortresses. The group of buildings belonging to the period includes the: Iglesia de San José, Catedral de San
Juan Bautista, Casa-Torre de Ponce de Ledn (Casa Blanca), and Convento de Santo Domingo, examples of
the use of Medieval and Renaissance semantics. While the two temples used Gothic and Decorated Gothic
stuccoed stone vaulting, the Casa-Torre de Ponce de Ledn was inspired in medieval architectural ideas. The
Convento de Santo Domingo, in turn, was influenced by Italian Renaissance stylistic and theoretical concepts.
All were built of masonry (limestone from the islet’s quarry) and tapieria (rammed earth walls). In order to
protect the delicate fabric, all walls and ceilings were stuccoed.- The arcuated was the preferred structural
system, although the trabeated one was also used.

Section 7 Page 43




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form :
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

Distrito Histérico del Viejo San Juan/Old San
Juan Historic District . San Juan, Puerto Rico
Name of Property Section 7 County and State

The second architectural period is the San Juan Baroque (1625-1812) that principally took place during the
18th century. Finalization of this stage came in 1812 when the liberal constitution was enacted and profound
social transformations took place. These fostered an interest in revivalist and academic architectural modes,
as well as new architectural typologies. Edifices erected at this time are the: Hospital de Nuestra Sefiora de la
Concepcién El Grande, Palacio Episcopal, Iglesia and Convento de San Francisco (destroyed), Convento de
las Carmelitas Calzadas, Capilla del Santo Cristo de la Salud and Cuerpo de Guardia del Almacén de Poélvora
de San Sebastian. With the exception of the Convento de las Carmelitas Calzadas, these buildings are
characterized by the elegant treatment given to the main fagades, particularly the entrance portals. Their size
and scale is grand and many occupy one urban block. Tapieria was still used for construction although
mamposteria regular (rubble stone masonry) was preferred by this time. All walls were stuccoed and both the
arcuated and trabeated structural systems were used.

While the architectural revivals that characterized the Historicist and Enlightenment Period continued
uninterrupted after 1898, the scale and motifs evidence differences that make it convenient to use this last date
as a stylistic frontier of sorts. Architecture belonging to this period is characterized by varied typologies many
of which sheltered government services and the “Others.” This interest evidences the influence of the
Enlightenment. The buildings that best exemplify this new spirit are: Seminario Conciliar de San lidefonso,
Plaza del Mercado, Asilo de Beneficencia, Casa Alcaldia de San Juan, Iglesia de Santa Ana, Palacio de Santa
Catalina, Arsenal de la Marina de la Puntilla, Teatro Alejando Tapia y Rivera, Cuartel de Infanteria de Ballaja,
Parque de Artilleria, Casa de la Caridad y Oficios de San lldefonso, Colegio de Parvulos, Manicomio, ,
Diputacion Provincial, Real Intendencia, Real Audiencia, Presidio de la Princesa and Casa de Salud San Luis
(presently known as Edificio Acosta). All were designed to be large public symbols. Their external scale and
elegance is matched by the richly appointed interiors usually organized around one or two patios that allowed
for gender and/or services segregation. Many include tribune-like elements in their fagades that underscore
their civic role. Some also incorporate information about the patrons, designers and construction dates in their
fagades. Neoclassical, Neo-Cinquecento and Second Empire Baroque and cognate modes are all
represented, along with Rundbogenstil aesthetic influences. Most of these structures were constructed of
mamposteria regular (rubble stone masonry) and brick and they use both the arcuated and trabeated structural
systems. '

- The post 1898 buildings can be subdivided into varied aesthetic currents, from Modern and Art Deco to
Mediterranean Revival. The interest in historicist revivals continued uninterrupted side by side with modernist
inclinations. Some of examples include the: La Bombonera, El Polo Norte, Escuela José Julian Acosta, Royal
Bank of Canada, Escuela Ramén Baldorioty de Castro, Colegio Santo Tomas de Aquino, Siervas de Maria,
Iglesia Presbiteriana Hugh O’Neill, American Colonial Bank, Edificio de Gonzalez Padin, Edificio de Teléfonos,
Escuela Graduada Abraham Lincoln, Bank of Nova Scotia, Casino de Puerto Rico, Tobacco Palace, CC Lord,
Bafos Publicos, Iglesia Metodista de la Santisima Trinidad, Camara de Comercio, Correo y Tribunal Federal,
Aduana Federal, Antiguo Edificio Peridédico E/ Mundo, Banco Popular and Pabellén de Turismo. The 1930s
Cuartel de Enfermeras del Rodriguez Army Hospital is also part of this list. While the first two examples
belong to the European Modernisme aesthetic current, the rest are Second Empire Baroque (Casino de Puerto
Rico, Tobacco Palace, CC Lord), Neo-Palladian or Neo-Cinquecento (Escuela Ramén Baldorioty de Castro)
and Neoclassical (The Royal Bank of Canada) expressions. Other historicisms are also represented, including
the Neo-Mesopotamian (Camara de Comercio de Puerto Rico) and Neo-Arab (Edificio Periédico E/ Mundo).
The Bank of Nova Scotia depicts both Sullivanesque and Wrightian influences by means of the fanciful stucco
work and mosaics that decorate its exterior and the Art Deco was used in the Banco Popular and several
domestic and commercial buildings.

New architectural typologies were introduced at this time to the district. Some of these are the office building
(Edificio de Teléfonos), school, department store (Edificio de Gonzalez Padin), non-Catholic Christian church
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(Iglesia Presbiteriana Hugh O’Neill), parochial Catholic school (Colegio Santo Tomas de Aquino), social club
(Casino de Puerto Rico) and chamber of commerce (Camara de Comercio de Puerto Rico). Following the
local tradition with a new twist, are the cafeteria (La Bombonera)and small industrial building (El Polo Norte).
Probably the most relevant statement made by this collection is the incorporation of novel architectural
typologies and aesthetic currents to shelter new needs. In most cases, reinforced concrete was used with a
skyscraper structure of free floor plans and curtain walls. Although the size and height of many of these
edifices contrast powerfully to the rest of the urban context they are contributing examples that evidence the
architectural development of the core. With the exception of the churches that are dispersed throughout the
city, the government edifices are principally grouped around the Plaza de Armas and in the northwest area of
town, close to the Castillo de San Felipe del Morro. The Palacio de Santa Catalina is located on the southwest
area of the core while the Teatro Tapia sits at the eastern area of town. As mentioned, the early 20" century
contributing buildings are congregated on the southwest part of the city.

Plazas, Promenades and Gardens

Plazas tend to organize relevant buildings in clusters creating distinctive urban sectors. A description of these
public spaces contributes to an understanding of the urban development of the core. The early plazas, like the
Greek agora and the Roman forum before them, served as multifunctional spaces. As such, they were known
as plazas publicas (public squares or plazas). With time, it was not uncommon for these spaces to specialize
becoming: (i) plaza del recreo, also known as plaza del pueblo (recreational or town’'s square) and plaza mayor
(principal plaza), (ii) plaza de armas (where military exercises took place), or (iii) p/laza del mercado (market
place). Inthe Viejo San Juan, the principal square served as plaza de armas, plaza del mercado and plaza del
recreo, although there were other ones used almost exclusively for recreational or special purposes, such as
the Plaza de San José and Plaza de San Francisco. By the 19" century, the city had a formal building which
sheltered the produce market, so the open squares were seldom used for this activity.

Squares are the product of Spanish settlement patterns. These urban and architectural nuclei were part of the
public buildings program. They served as urban anchors, defining the different quadrants and barrios
organized by the urban grid. Tapia y Rivera described the role plazas played for his generation: [L]as plazas
son pulmones de toda poblacién que se inutilizan desde el momento en que el aire, por la obstruccién del
espacio, no puede arremolinarse para repartirse en las calles que a ellas concurren.’”® The Viejo San Juan
has a most interesting inventory of plazas, plazoletas (a small plaza), p/azuelas (yet another name for small
plazas), and varied public spaces such as promenades which counter balanced its introverted urban nature,
providing its inhabitants with open areas in which to rest and frolic. Although formal gardens are limited in
number they also form part of the rich urban tapestry. To this day, these public open spaces empower varied
daily activities serving as social centers that frame cultural, political and religious interface. Table 8 lists all the
formal plazas of the district and includes their historic names.

TABLE 8
CONTRIBUTING AND NON-CONTRIBUTING PLAZAS, GARDENS, PROMENADES AND PARKS

Present day name Historic name(s) - Contributing

1 Alejandro Tapia y Rivera, Mis memorias o Puerto Rico como lo encontré y como lo dejo (Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico: El Edil, Inc,

1996), p 52. Translation into English: “[P]lazas are the lungs of all towns and cease to be so when the air flow is obstructed due to

surrounding constructions and is unable to gather and then disperse to all the streets which intersect the plaza.”
Section 7 Page 45




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Reg|ster of Historic Places Registration Form

OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

NPS Form 10-900

Distrito Historico del Viejo San Juan/Old San
Juan Historic District

Name of Property

~ San Juan, Puerto Rico
County and State

Section 7

Plaza de la Catedral, Plaza Publica; Plazoleta de la

Plaza de la Catedral X
Catedral, Plaza Daban; Plaza Felisa Rincon de
Gautier :
Plaza de Armas Plaza Mayor, Plaza Principal, Plaza Publica, X
: Plaza de la Constitucion, Plaza de Alfonso XiIl,
Plaza de Baldorioty de Castro, Panteén de Pezuela,
Plaza de las Verduras
Plaza de San José Plaza de Santo Domingo,; Plazuela de Santo Domingo | X
Plaza de San Plaza de Salvador Brau X
Francisco
Plaza de la Barandilla La Barandilla X
Plaza de Colén Campo de Santiago, Plaza de Santiago, Plaza de X
Penélope; El Prado
Plaza de la Rogativa X
Plaza de la Puerta de X
San Juan
Plaza de la Darsena X
Plaza de Arturo X
Somohano
Plaza Carrién Plazoleta de los Bancos X
Jardin de Casa Blanca X
Jardin de la Fortaleza X
Plaza de |la Puerta de X
San Juan
Parque de las Palomas X
Parque del Morro Esplanade; Campo del Morro X
Plaza de Beneficencia ' X
Paseo de la Princesa X
Extension del Paseo de X
fa Princesa
Paseo del Morro X
Plaza del Quinto
Centenario
Plaza del Soportal
Plaza de la
Beneficencia

Plaza de la Catedral

The Plaza de la Catedral is the oldest square in Old San Juan. In a city where structures belonged to
the Crown, the Church and rich citizens, the space was separated for public use, hence its 16" century
description as plaza publica (public plaza). Because it was organized before the Laws of Indies were enacted,
at a time when the settlement acted as an urban laboratory of sorts, the plaza has a slightly trapezoidal shape,
at odds with the regular geometric shape such spaces sported at a later time. Located in front of the main
temple of the settlement it also served as atrium, albeit and uncomfortable one due to the topographical
characteristics of the area. The square is separated from the cathedral by the Calle del Santo Cristo de la
Salud and a set of steps that lead to the simple basilica fagade modified during the early decade of the 20"
century in order to make it higher.
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In keeping with the religious undertones established by the Cathedral visual and physical domination of the
Plaza de la Catedral, the Convento and the Iglesia de las Madres Carmelitas Calzadas (Convent and Church
of the Calced Carmelite Sisters) were erected on its north side during the 18" century. The present temple
dates to the middle of the 19" century due to the fact that the earlier one was destroyed. The annexed cloister
has a huge interior courtyard which was used by the nuns as burial ground. The church is an exquisite
example of Neo-Cinquecento architecture, depicting elegant lines and an interesting 19" century interpretation
of Palladian architecture, particularly in the treatment of the vault, the ample choir, and the single nave. The
fagade is a creative interpretation of the centuries old westwork organization that abandoned the basilica
composition preferred by the district for ecclesiastical facades since the 16" century.

The structure presently houses the Hotel EI Convento, a by now historic use. This was the first major
rehabilitation project carried under the supervision of the then recently created Institute of Puerto Rican
Culture. The transformation occurred during the late 1950s - early 1960s, after the local government declared
the San Juan Historic Zone. The complex was used for varied uses during the early decades of the 20"
century, including a garage and a house of ill repute. The hotel is framed on its west side by the Escalinata de
las Monjas (Staircase of the Nuns). As mentioned, the unusual thoroughfare directly responds to the
topographic characteristics of the site, connecting the original urban center in front of the cathedral to the hill
area where the Ponce de Ledn land holdings were located. Two of the principal roads that connected the
original port to the Plaza de la Catedral have been preserved: the Caleta de San Juan and Caleta de las
Monjas. The first one also unites the Plaza de la Catedral to the Puerta de San Juan, the urban door opening
unto the sea. Thousands walked the lane throughout the centuries as they arrived or departed town, although
it is possible no clear demarcation existed between the plaza and the roads during the early days.

In front of the Convento de las Carmelitas Calzadas is the Casa del Cabildo which, in all probability, originally
faced the Plaza de la Catedral. The building is privately owned and its origin dates to the 16" century. The
dungeon-like jail preserved in its basement evidences that the edifice was used as a government center. The
main fagade now faces the Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud and is an exquisite example of the 18" century
Baroque style. ‘

The ensemble around the Plaza de la Catedral possesses a high degree of integrity which collaborates in the
expression of its unique spirit of place as the original urban core, where the soul of the 1519 ciudad del puerto
Rico still resides. The two caletas and, particularly, the visual and physical connection with the Puerta de San
Juan, preserve the original layout of the settlement’s main connecting routes from the center of town to the port
and the Ponce de Leon tower-house and, later, to the Puerta de San Juan. The intimate scale of the Plaza de
la Catedral and its physical relationship to the cathedral preserve a notable component of the first San Juan.

Plaza de Armas _

When the first area selected for the settlement in front of the cathedral and close to the fondeadero
proved to be inadequate during the 16" century, the embryonic center was moved to the present day Plaza de
Armas. To this day, this square is considered the heart of the Viejo San Juan. In addition to this symbolic role
as center of the urban core, the space continues to anchor the seats of both the island-wide and municipal
governments, something it has done since the 17" century. By the 19" century and although the Spanish
monarchy was not organized into independent branches (i e executive, legislative, and judicial), all the
buildings relevant to the administration of the city and the island — Casa Alcaldia, Real Intendencia and
Diputacion Provincial — were located around this neuralgic square.

Since the earliest days of the city, the northwest corner was occupied by a cemetery. As mentioned, a building
housing the municipal government (also known as Casa Consistorial, Casa Alcaldia, Alcaldia, Ayuntamiento)
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was erected on the northern boundary by the early years of the 17" century. With time, other relevant
services, such as prison, military hospital, and market gravitated to its periphery. The plaza’s relevance was
underscored by the fact that during the 19" century most of the enclave’s stores were located on its eastern
side. The streets which surround the space, the Calle de San Francisco, Calle de Rafael Cordero, Calle de la
Cruz and Calle de San José were probably interpreted as part of the urban space for many centuries. In other
words, it is expected the plaza was not surrounded by streets until much later. The space has been known by
different names throughout history — Plaza Principal (Principal Plaza), Plaza Mayor (Principal Plaza), Plaza de
la Constitucion (Constitution Plaza), Plaza de las Verduras (Vegetable or Produce Plaza), Plaza de Alfonso Xl
(Alfonso Xil Plaza), Plaza Baldorioty de Castro (Baldorioty de Castro Plaza), and Plaza de Armas (Military
Arms Plaza). This last name, in use during the 19th century, made no sense to Tapia y Rivera.?® One v
infamous rehabilitation project was nicknamed e/ Panteén de Pezuela (Pezuela’s Pantheon). In 1851,
Governor Juan de Pezuela y Cevallos, Marquis de la Pezuela®' transformed the open space with the insertion
of a raised platform in keeping with European ideas. It is probable the design was meant to provide more
definition to the public space by clearly establishing a difference between the square proper and the vehicular
areas surrounding it. The hated project was completely deconstructed some time later. Another idea
abandoned was to create a continuous arcade around the plaza. This concept, Baroque in inspiration, had as
_its precedent the many towns and cities in Spain, particularly Madrid and Barcelona, that treat the periphery of
important squares in this fashion. Two unfinished arches springing next to the Casa Alcaldia arcade, on both
sides of the main fagade, still evidence this historic intention.

The first proposed public square, the Plaza de la Catedral, was framed by the church to the east and the
entrance to the bay on the west. Its irregular topography inhibited urban expansion. The Plaza de Armas
allowed for uninterrupted urban growth in four different directions. This advantage was underscored by the fact
that the Plaza de Armas was larger than the Plaza de la Catedral and in the shape of a regular rectangle. Itis
also possible that the new location encouraged the idea of moving the port to the south of the urban core.
Because of its morphology and location the enclave developed in a different manner that it would have if the
Plaza de la Catedral had served as urban anchor. This growth resulted in the emergence of some interesting
and important urban characteristics, some of which are deviations from the Laws of Indies. First, the Plaza de
Armas is free of religious association. Not only the feudal-like connection between the Ponce de Ledn tower-
house and the principal plaza disappeared, the link with the cathedral is non-existent. This last condition
provides a secular personality to the space, at odds what was done in the rest of the American hemisphere. In
fact, Old San Juan is the only example of an urban core founded by the Spaniards in the island which sports
this visual, physical and symbolic disengagement. This reality evidences the urban experimentation that took
place before the Laws of Indies came to rule. The Viejo San Juan'’s international cultural significance is based
precisely on its status as an urban laboratory. The second important characteristic of the Plaza de Armas is
the disconnection between the center of town and the port. Lacking the intimate relationship with the sea
which existed when the core was organized around the Plaza de la Catedral, a more independent urban
personality developed. The port area was also altered. From a dominant force, emphasized by the axis that
existed between it, the Plaza de la Catedral and the church, the port became a secondary element, distinct and
separate from the central area of the enclave. Even though this water venue — whether located at the
fondeadero or south of the urban core — played a life-giving role until the 20" century, it was not treated as one
of the main urban actors once the main square moved to the Plaza de Armas.

2 Ibid., p 8. [L]a plaza principal o de Amrmas como ha dado en llamarse, no sé por qué, puesto que si la de L.a Habana se

denomina asi, es porque correspondié en otro tiempo a la primera fortaleza que alli se hizo. Translation into English: “[T]he principal
plaza or de Armas as it is presently called, illogically due to the fact that Havana's can be termed that way because it did serve in this
manner the first fortification constructed in that city.” '

The Marquis was governor from 1848 to 1851.
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The sculptures of the four seasons presently incorporated in the fountain which graces the area are 19"
century artistic artifacts used that originally adorned the Paseo de la Princesa. They were removed from this
location in 1872 and taken to the Plaza de Armas. Until the last decades of the 20™ century, huge trees
provided a park-like atmosphere to the square, in keeping with Picturesque and City Beautiful Movement
landscape ideals. This was a departure of the norm for originally all squares in the Viejo San Juan followed
European tradition and had no greenery. There are 1898 and 1899 photographs that depict the space without
any trees. The present design tries to emulate the historic appearance while providing trees for the public in
order to create a user-friendly atmosphere.

To the north of the Plaza de Armas is the elegant Casa Alcaldia de San Juan, the seat of municipal
government to this day. Part of the site’s cultural relevance resides in the role it has played for centuries:
housing the Municipality of San Juan for aimost four centuries. During its long history, it provided other
services. For example, a jail and small hospital were also sheltered here during the 17" and 18" centuries.
These varied historic functions underscore the edifice’s social, political and architectural relevance. It is one of -
the few buildings in the enclave that opens to two streets, the Calle de San Francisco (south) and Calle de la
Luna (north). The 19" century two-story-high frontal arcade, the only one of its kind in the district, is an
important part of the urban and architectural landscape of the Plaza de Armas. The loggia creates an intimate
and fluid relationship between the interior of the building and the square. This arcaded portico provides a
highly symbolic urban and architectural transparency that is very appropriate given the building's use as the
“house of the city.” Prior to this intervention, the Casa Alcaldia was an unassuming, albeit large, building.
Historic drawings evidence it looked like a big, rambling house. With its two neighboring structures, the Real
Intendencia and Diputacién Provincial, the building forms a monumental group which includes three of the
finest architectural examples in the historic district and the island. Presently, some former stately houses in
Block 34, where the Casa Alcaldia is sited, are also used for municipal activities.

The Palacio de la Intendencia (also known as Real Intendencia and Real Hacienda) is located on the west of
the Plaza de Armas on the site of a former military jail and barracks (Cuartel de Artilleria de San Carlos or St
Charles’ Artillery Barracks). The elegant Neo-Cinquecento architectural masterpiece was erected to shelter
the fiscal branch of the Crown, the real Intendencia, when the local intendencia (treasury) was created and put
in charge of the island's fiscal and administrative matters during the 19" century. Although governors
continued to be in charge of the political sphere, once the /ntendencia was created they had less control of
administrative governmental affairs, including the treasury that was supervised by an independentintendente.
The symbolic presence of the state government in the Plaza de Armas is still carried out for it shelters the
Puerto Rico’s State Department. The architectural precedent of the building is the Italian High Renaissance
palazzo, particularly the type created by Donato Bramante for the Palazzo Caprini (also known as House of
Raphael}, considered the prototype of the Roman palazzo type. Some of the Cinquecento’s influences are
evidenced in the: (i) use of a pseudo-rusticated base or podium; (ii) organization of the fagade into two levels
(independent of the number of floors) by means of a base that visually supports engaged pilasters that unite
the upper floors; and (iii) introduction of the Colossal architectural orders, in this case Composite.

The third government building hovering over the Plaza de Armas sheltered the Diputacién Provincial during the
19" century. As mentioned, the edifice was erected on the site of the first cemetery of the city. After this
locale was closed, a building was erected to shelter an asylum and also a market with a main fagade that faced
the Calle de San José. In 1849, an indoor market was built. The transformations made in 1873 placed the
main entrance along the Calle de San Francisco aligned with a majestic staircase centrally located regarding
the two interior patios of the E-shaped floor plan. Its closeness to the Plaza de Armas evidences the desire to
associate the Crown’s administration of the island with the heart of the urban core. The Casa Alcaldia de San
Juan, Palacio de la Intendencia and Diputacién Provincial form a government triad from which the Spanish
Crown governed the city and the island until 1898. Their elegance and monumentality is a reflection of their
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role as visual icons of the Crown. The fact that they still serve similar uses adds an additional layer of historic
and cultural relevance.

During the first half of the 20™ century, families and civic organizations — such as the Casino Espafiol and
Ateneo Puertorriqueio - rejected the historic role played by the Plaza de Armas as center of their urban world
and abandoned the residences aligned along the southern border of the square that had been transformed to
house these groups. The former domestic-cum-social locales were destroyed during the early years of the 20"
century and three high-rise buildings were erected. Three large buildings were built on the south of the plaza.
All are contributing buildings of the district. Two included the first department stores in the island, as well as
office buildings, while the third one is a 1930s apartment building, a relatively new architectural typology at the
time.

The historic and cultural relevance of the Plaza de Armas is multilayered. In the first place, the square serves -
as evidence of the development of the urban core after its move to the islet prior to the enactment of the Laws
of Indies. 1t is an example of the experimentation and fine tunings early Hispanic-American settlements were
subjected to in order to make them work efficiently. Because the district was founded before specific
guidelines ruled the establishment of urban cores, its urban and architectural ideas possess great national and
international relevance. The Plaza de Armas anchors around it varied architectural typologies, including:
private houses and specialized government buildings. The structures present diverse architectural styles and
aesthetic solutions, from 19™ century Neo-Cinquecento and Rundbogenstil to modern ones inspired by the
Chicago School and Mediterranean Revival. This rich and unique architectural inventory educates about the
continuous transformations urban historic landscapes like the Viejo San Juan undergo with time. The square
is an open book regarding the role played by public official buildings created by the Crown and early 20"
century private ones.

Plaza de San José

The Plaza de San José, originally known as Plazuela de Santo Domingo, is one of the oldest ones in
the city and is located on part of Ponce de Ledn’s family original estate. Historic documentation evidences the
family donated this portion of their land so that the Iglesia de San José, then known as the Iglesia de Santo
Domingo, and the Convento de los Dominicos (also known as Convento de Santo Tomas de Aquino) could be
constructed. While this complex sits on the north side of the square, the three other sides were framed by
houses until the first half of the 20" century. Presently, two streets border the space: the Calle de! Santo
Cristo de la Salud to the west and the Calle de San Sebastian to the south. The small street to the east that
appears in 20" century photographs has been incorporated to the plaza as a narrow walk. As mentioned, the
bronze scuipture of Juan Ponce de Leodn that adorns the space was originally located at the Plaza de Colén
when this space was known as the Plaza de Santiago and is made of melted abandoned British 18" century
cannons. tis a highly symbolic place for his image to reside given the fact that he was responsible for the
settlement of Puerto Rico, original owner of the land upon which the square is built, and rested for centuries in
the crypt of the church next to it. The role of this artifact as a commemorative object, sculptural anchor of the
space, and generator of myths and legends grants it, as well as the plaza, a high level of cultural relevance.

The oldest structures surrounding this square are the convent, the church and the Casa de los Contrafuertes.
The Convento de Santo Domingo was started during the early decades of the 16" century by the order of the
Padres Predicadores (Order of the Preachers). During the early stages of the Conquest, the Dominicans were
entrusted with the colonization and conversion efforts of the continent. This complex served as the seat of the
order in the Viejo San Juan and the island. The convent is organized around a large and elegant interior cortile
or courtyard surrounded by two floors of arcaded loggias. It probably opened to the small atrium in front of the
temple’s principal fagade. The church was part of the convent and connected to its interior. The present
name, Iglesia de San José (St Joseph's Church), was given in 1858 when the structure was given to the
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Jesuits after the political turmoil experienced in Spain at this time that caused the appropriation of Church
property by the government for some years. The simple yet noble structure is the second oldest temple in the
Western Hemisphere, as well as the oldest Christian church in continuous use in Old San Juan, the island and
the United States. Itis also one of two structures in the nation example of the 16" century Decorated Gothic.
For centuries, many visited the temple to adore the crucifix known as the Cristo de los Ponce de Leén (the
Ponce de Ledn Christ) believed to have miraculous powers. ‘

The church had no formal atrium; the square on its side served this purpose. It is possible the plaza was also
used as burial ground during the early days of the settlement. As is the case with urban artifacts that have
been in use for almost five centuries, the Plaza de San José has been transformed a number of times since its
creation during the 16™ century, when it was probably unpaved. Historic photographs do not evidence any
greenery in the small space during the late 19™ and early 20" centuries. The last rehabilitation carried out
during the second half of the 20" century, introduced some greenery to the space and several guayacén (soap
bush)?* trees that add a native touch while providing shadow to its users. The precious wood trees have blue
and white flowers that add color to the sober space.

According to most historic sources, the building framing the plaza to the east, the so-called Casa de los
Contrafuertes (House of the Buttresses), is the oldest house in the core which would also make it the oldest
European constructed house in the island and the United States. After the city grew, most houses shared
medianeras (walls shared by two neighbors, e g the partition that divides two row houses). The fact that the
Casa de los Contrafuertes required buttresses for its structural stability is a reflection of its age and
construction technique (tapieria). During the early days of the 16" century, no urban standardization was in
place and it is probable this domestic structure was constructed as an isolated artifact. 1t could have also been
part of the convent complex transformed into a residence at a later time. The house to the north of the Casa
de los Contrafuertes now shelters the Museo Casals, a center dedicated to the famous Catalan cellist Don Pau
Casals. lts fagade was recreated during the second half of the 20™ century when the dilapidated non-original
Art Deco one was substituted. Both former domestic artifacts are owned by the Institute of Puerto Rican
Culture and house museums. The activities generated by these two centers add to the liveliness of the square
which is also surrounded by several well-known restaurants, including the Patio de Sam, one of the first
eateries in the area after the Government of Puerto Rico declared the San Juan Historic Zone during the
1960s.

Originally, the plaza was framed by residences on its west side providing an urban buffer of sorts between the
space and the institutional structures which were erected close to the Campo del Morro during the 18" and 19"
centuries. This tightly developed urban nucleus was destroyed during the 20" century when the US Army
created a kind of empty “moat” between the US Army Fort Brooke Military Baseand the urban core. As a
result, four historic city blocks and approximately 46 buildings were destroyed.?® During the festivities to
commemorate the 500" anniversary of the “discovery” of America and Puerto Rico, the urban “moat” was
developed and a new square, the Plaza del Quinto Centenario (Plaza of the Fifth Centenary) and would-be-
square, the Plaza del Soportal, as well as an underground parking garage, were constructed in this sector. In
this manner, the urban lacuna which, by the 1990s, was already several decades old received this infill. This is
the reason for the unusual situation, in terms of Spanish urban patterns, of having three squares (Plaza de San
José, Plaza del Soportal and Plaza del Quinto Centenario) opening one unto the other. In spite of their
sophistic arrangement and noncontributing status, the array empowers much activity and is particularly suitable
for crafts exhibitions. The elimination of this part of the urban fabric has made possible for the plaza to visually

2 The guayacan or soap bush tree is a native species of America and is almost extinct in the island. The word supposedly

comes from the Taino word waiacan. Diccionario de la Real Academia de la Lengua Espariola, word: guayacan.
The destroyed historic blocks,parcelas and buildings are depicted in the “Number 1 General Plan of San Juan,” The Porto Rico

Board of Fire Underwriters, 30 September 1921, .
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connect to the several monumental structures of the area, particularly the 19" century Cuartel de Ballaja and
the 18" century Hospital de Nuestra Sefiora de la Concepcién el Grande. :

The Hospital de Nuestra Sefiora de la Concepcion El Grande was started during the 1770s, making it the
oldest building used as a military hospital in the United States and one of the earliest examples of this
architectural typology in the world. Originally planned as a convent-like structure that would shelter the poor,
the 18™ century architectural plans also include a large and elegant churchnever finished. Contemporary
interpretation of the building’s historic and cultural relevance ascribes importance to the fact that, precisely
because it was never finished as intended, it is a unique example of an “incomplete” building, an open book
which educates on the processes of creating edifices within the historic district.?* After 1898, the structure
became part of the Rodriguez Army Hospital and was connected to the Cuartel de Ballaja by means of a
bridge that has been demolished. It served this function until the 1960s. The edifice presently houses the
Escuela de Artes Plasticas and occupies half a block which is framed by the Calle de San Sebastian, Calle de
la Beneficencia (also known as Calle del Dr Rafael Goenaga) and the Callején del Hospital.

Before the hospital headquarters extended towards the Calle del Santo Cristo de la Salud, the first theater of
the historic district stood to the east of this building. Described by Tapia y Rivera as a wooden structure, its
placement followed Western tradition since it was located on the outskirts of the core. At the time, it was
known as the corral de comedias (comedies open air theater). The venue disappeared when the grand Teatro
Tapia was constructed in front of the Plaza de Coldn. At that time, an extension service wing for the hospital
with residences for the medical staff was constructed connecting with the hospital building. This interesting
architectural development reflected the changing times and needs hasbeen preserved. The Liga de Arte, an
educational arts center, occupies the former hospital service area and the possible site of Tapia y Rivera's
corral de comedias.

The Asilo de Beneficencia (also known as Casa de Beneficencia and Casa de la Beneficencia) is another
monumental building in the periphery of the Plaza de San José. At the time of its construction during the
1840s it sheltered a hodgepodge of humanity: orphans, destitute old people, the insane, those accused of
incest and also soldiers since, at that time, there were no formal barracks. During the last decade of the 19"
century, a second story was added. While the present building echoes Classical and Second Empire Baroque
aesthetic ideas, the original one story building included Gothick architectural details, making it the only one of
its kind in the district and the island. The building has an “E” floor plan and two three-sided courts which help
organize the two genders sheltered under its roof. After 1898 and until the mid 20" century, the building was
part of the US Army Fort Brooke Military Base. It presently serves as the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture
headquarters.

The Cuartel de Infanteria de Ballaja (Ballaja Infantry Barracks), constructed after 1854, is another monumental
structure erected in the area close of the Plaza de San José and the Campo del Morro (Esplanade). lIts
principal fagade faces the Asilo de Beneficencia and two of its sides are aligned with the Hospital de Nuestra
Sefiora de la Concepcion el Grande (south) and Plaza del Quinto Centenario (east). The centralized building,
which urban legends claim to be the largest one of its type in America, is organized around a huge cortile that
evidences lItalian Cinquecento influences, particularly from Donato Bramante and Sebastiano Serlio. As was
the case with other monumental buildings within the district, the structure was designed by the Spanish Royal
Corps of Engineers. Its anachronistic structural solutions include groin vaults and azoteas de Cadiz. The
building is an educational artifact which demonstrates the royal engineers less than avant-garde approach to
architectural design. After 1939, it was transformed into an annex of the US Army Rodriguez Army Hospital

2 Arleen Pabén Charneco, Una Promesa Inconclusa: Apuntes socio-arquitecténicos sobre el Hospital de Nuestra Sefiora de la

Concepcion el Grande (San Juan de Puerto Rico: Oficina Estatal de Preservacion Histérica, 1999).
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serving this function until the middle of the 20" century. The edifice is associated to the Batalldn del 65 de
Infanteria (65" Infantry Battalion), a Puerto Rican US Army corps that fought splendidly if tragically during the
Korean War.

The final building constructed in this area was the Manicomio (also known as Casa de Locos and Asilo de
Locos; House of the Insane and Insane Asylum) erected during the second half of the 19" century. Before its
construction, the insane were kept at the Asilo de Beneficencia. Both buildings have an “E” floor plan, a
scheme used to organize the two genders sheltered by the edifice and a favorite Neoclassical Spanish
organizational scheme. The center wing has a magnificent centralized domed chapel and is framed by two
three-sided open courts, one on each side. In the Manicomio, in direct opposition to the Asilo de Beneficencia
and other examples, the patios open towards the front of the building which creates a disturbing lack of
privacy, particularly taking into consideration its use. This arrangement can be considered one of extreme
social and cultural relevance that adds an additional layer of historic significance. At the time, many lunatic
asylums in Europe and the United States provided “shows” to the public. This reality explains the atypical
organization and also how mental ilinesses were perceived and treated at the time. The use of the lonic
architectural order in its tetrastyle temple front fagade is another interesting architectural symbol, since the
order has been consideredsince Classical times intimately related to the female gender. Used in this fashion,
the architectural order refers to mental instability since, at the time, many believed women'’s behavior was
“irrational” and, therefore insane.? It is interesting to contrast the use of the architectural order in the
Manicomio with its counterpart at the Castillo de San Felipe del Morro, a relatively short distance away. As
befits a manly establishment, the San Felipe portal uses the masculine Tuscan order. The Manicomio was
also a part of the US Army Fort Brooke Military Base until the 1960s. It now houses the Escuela de Bellas
Artes, a government-sponsored fine arts university-level educational center.

To the east of the Plaza de San José is the Plaza del Mercado (also known as Plaza del Mercado or Plaza del
Mercado Municipal; Market Plaza or Municipal Market Plaza), a monumental 19" century building erected to
specifically house this use. A staple of Spanish large towns and cities, the architectural type was considered
an Enlightenment-inspired modern urban addition. As mentioned, during the very early years of the urban
core, market activities took place in the central square or plaza publica, whether the Plaza de la Catedral or the
Plaza de Armas. The first known formal market structure of the enclave was erected during the 19" century on
the northwest corner of the Plaza de Armas, where the cemetery had been located. When the Diputacién
Provincial building was constructed to substitute the market structure, the venue moved to this new building, at
the time located in the.outskirts of town facing the northern section of the camino de ronda (or pomoerium).
During the period, the area was informally platted and was inhabited by freed slaves, hence the “uncultured”
(according to Tapia y Rivera) name of Culo Prieto.- The building follows one of the two standard spatial
architectural solutions favored in Old San Juan: four arcaded wings organized around a central courtyard. Old
photographs evidence stalls were also located in the central space. An added layer of significance comes from
the design of the building that connected to various parts of town by means of several doors. This effort
evidences the designer’s interest in making the building accessible to all areas of the core.

While the Plaza de San José does not have the spiritual grandeur associated to the Plaza de la Catedral or the
majesty of the Plaza de Armas, it is one of the oldest urban public spaces, appearing in every single historic
map of the city. The locale marked the point where the orthogonal urban grid deconstructed as it originally
intersected the Ponce de Ledn’s family real estate holdings. The statue of Juan Ponce de Ledn is the perfect
symbol, as he gestures with his hand towards his land and, in a sense, his city. As mentioned, the square was
flanked by city blocks on the west. The space and its surrounding structures evidence the transformation of

= The term “lunatic,” in both Spanish and English, derives from luna (moon), the heavenly body which supposedly caused

irrational behavior, particularly in women.
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the district from a feudal nucleus controlled the descendants of Ponce de Ledn and the Dominicans into a
modern urban center. The monumental buildings within its orbit are examples of its historic, cultural and
architectural development. Several of them are icons of the medical services the government provided to the
“Others” during the 19" century. The Cuartel de Ballaja is a 19" century example of a military architectural
typology, one in the unique inventory displayed throughout the district. It is no coincidence that it is the largest
structure in the entire precinct for even as late as the 19" century military concerns were quite relevant for the
development of the town. In addition to the role the Plaza de San José plays as an anchor to this arsenal of
architectural typologies (hospital, insane asylum, military hospital, orphanage, military barracks, convent,
market, church, and houses), around this urban vortex different architectural styles and aesthetic solutions _
developed, from late Decorated Gothic masonry rib vaulting (Iglesia de San José) to Neo-Cinquecento (Cuartel
de Ballaja) interpretations. Some of these represent the sole historic examples of their kind preserved in the
United States. The oldest post-European house in the city, island and the United States is also intimately
related to this urban space.

Plaza de San Francisco and La Barandilla

The Plaza de San Francisco (also known as Plaza de Salvador Brau) and its neighbor to the west, the
public area known as La Barandilla, are both anchored by the Iglesia de San Francisco (St Francis Church)
and, originally, by its annexed convent, the Convento de San Francisco (St. Francis Convent). In fact, until
burials inside the city were prohibited during the first half of the 19" century, it is possible the plaza served as
both atrium and cemetery. During that century, the convent became the Cuartel Militar de San Francisco (St
Francis’ Military Barracks). Destroyed during the early years of the 20" century, the lot is now occupied by the
Escuela Graduada y Técnica Ramén Baldorioty de Castro,one of the first American-funded public schools
erected in the district and one of the finest examples of the Neo-Palladian or Neo-Cinquecento style erected in
the island. The building houses a university, one of two such centers in the precinct.

Another transformation to the area occurred after the 1980s when the temple fagade was liberated from the
reinforced concrete building erected to shelter a parochial school and church services during the early part of
the 20" century. The church-plaza relationship was recuperated, albeit in a limited manner, given the fact that
the original Baroque fagade of the church was destroyed when the 20™ century building was erected. Old
photographs of this fagade depict a unique belfry with elegant curved elements. The interior of the 18" century
temple follows sanjuanero interpretation of High Renaissance-Early Baroque ideas in a manner similar to the
Catedral de San Juan Bautista, the Iglesia de las Carmelitas Calzadas and the Iglesia de Santa Ana. The
church has a crypt where burials took place until the 19" century. Its southern wall aligns with Calle de San
Francisco while the east end faces the Callejon del Tamarindo (Tamarind Lane). '

The Plaza de San Francisco opens to the so-called La Barandilla, a plaza-like area that during the 19" century
sported a metal barandilla (handrail or railing) and curved steps that bridged the height difference between the
Plaza de San Francisco and Calle de la Luna. In 1918, the Calle de la Tanca was extended north and the
steps were covered with a paved road. Even when out of sight, its famed handrail lost, the place never lost its
name and continued to be known as La Barandilla evidencing that the at the time innovative transformation of
a section of the plaza into a promenade with the inclusion of decorative details in the manner of a metal railing
and graceful curved steps profoundly impacted the collective memory. La Barandilla was to be lined with trees
forming a short allée on axis with the Calle de la Tanca and the Puerta de Espania, located at the sou