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The topics listed below were developed from suggestions offered during and after the July NRLI webinar and at recent National Register workshops. This is not a complete or finite list; as discussions progress and as other topics surface, they can be addressed. For some topics, we may decide that an initial presentation should be bolstered by more thorough material at a future date. Topics that require more explanation and that generate a great deal of discussion may take more than one session. Background reading will be suggested for some topics. 

The list below presents “background” topics and “discussion” topics. The background presentations will be made by National Register staff and others. At this point, all background presenters have not been identified, although in many cases good candidates are members of the NRLI Core Group and the Review Group. Feel free to make suggestions for background presenters. 

Topic 1, Identifying a Practical and Theoretical Framework for Landscapes and the NR, will launch the series, because it provides good background material. The topics that follow the first will not necessarily be addressed in order; however, they present a logical progression, so we may decide to follow the sequence. 

Topic 1. Identifying a Practical and Theoretical Framework for Landscapes and the NR

Background
A. Review how “landscape” is addressed in Bulletin 16
B. Review the existing “framework” for agricultural and designed landscapes presented in Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes and Historic Residential Suburbs, Guidelines for Evaluation and Documentation for the National Register of Historic Places
C. Review NPS Park Cultural Landscapes methods for surveying and evaluating landscapes
D. Review methods used by other federal land management agencies: BLM and USFS
E. SHPO strategies for addressing landscapes (suggestions: ME, OR, CO, and PA; maybe GA and VA)
F. Examples of Tribal Historic Preservation Office approaches to landscape survey and evaluation
G. Archeology surveys: possible lessons for cultural landscapes
H. Other useful models: World Heritage, Parks Canada, Heritage Areas and other NPS models

Discussion
A. Real and perceived barriers to emphasizing landscapes in survey and registration programs
B. Documenting landscape characteristics: what and how detailed
C. Documenting intangibles in the landscape, such as beliefs, stories, rituals, and spiritual, emotive, and historical meaning
D. Levels of landscape documentation for various landscape types
E. Documentation of significant vs. non-significant components and features

Topic: 2. Providing Essential Guidance for Landscape Descriptions and Surveys

Background
A. Current NR standards for counting and classifying landscape features of all scales, natural and human-made
B. Describing natural/biotic features (topography, hydrology, soils, geology, vegetation, geomorphology): professional site analysis vs. simple landscape descriptions
C. Revising the National Register form to encompass landscape types
D. Identifying periods of significance

Discussion
A. Should landscape characteristics be placed in Bulletin 16? 
B. Coordinating Bulletin 16 with the revised NR form
C. What’s confusing about counting resources?
D. Management plans and DOEs and NR listings
E. Documenting viewsheds in surveys



Topic 3. Explaining and Facilitating Landscape Evaluation

Background
A. Developing contexts for landscape history, design, and property types—some good models
B. Guidance on contexts in the two landscape bulletins, How to Evaluate and Nominate Designed Historic Landscapes and Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes.
C. Examples of use of the multiple property documentation form to better understand and nominate landscapes
D. Integrity and landscapes
E. Compliance and landscapes

Discussion
A. Applying landscape contexts to urban situations
B. Challenges in evaluating extra-large landscapes
C. Landscape boundary issues
D. Evaluating natural and biotic features
E. Addressing the significance of intangible features (story-telling, language, ritual, and spiritual, historical or emotive meaning)
F. Landscape archeology
G. Considering integrity
1. Viewsheds and setting
2. Designed landscapes
3. Landscape materials—built and manipulated features (i.e. grade), plant materials, etc.
4. Landscapes with few built elements
5. Settings within and beyond boundaries


Topic 4.  Providing Guidance on Typical and Special Landscape Situations

Background
A. National Register evaluations of landscapes and emergency response situations
B. Evaluating and nominating remnant and disconnected/discontiguous landscapes
C. Landscapes with historic conservation, scientific, or environmental significance
D. Traditional Cultural Properties, Native American landscapes, and Native Hawaiian landscapes
E. Achieving an understanding of “wilderness” and its applicability to the NR program

Discussion
A. Format for landscape guidance:  weighing the usefulness of the existing bulletins
B. Springing from baseline guidance in Bulletin 16—where will it lead?
C. Reconciling guidelines—bridging the Cultural Landscape Inventory and Determinations of Eligibility
D. Applying general guidance to specific landscapes: reconciling the existing (non-landscape) bulletins with findings of the NRLI
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