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Name of Property: United Congregational Church (Newport Congregational Church)
City, State: Newport, Rhode Island

Period of Significance: 1855-1881

NHL Criteria: 4, Exception 1

NPS Theme: I11. Expressing Cultural Values

2. Visual and Performing Arts
5. Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Urban Design
Previous Recognition: 1968 Newport NHL Historic District (contributing resource)
1970 National Register of Historic Places
National Historic Context: XXVI. Decorative and Folk Arts
XXVI. Architecture
Mid-19" Century Romanesque Revival

NHL Significance:

« The United Congregational Church is nationally significant for the interior remodeling by
American artist John La Farge. The murals and opalescent and stained glass windows of
United Congregational Church (later, Newport Congregational Church), executed by La
Farge between 1880 and 1881, are the only comprehensive interior designed by the artist,
and the most complete synthesis of La Farge’s mastery of media and design.

o The murals are based upon archeologically correct Near Eastern prototypes, while the
twenty stained glass windows feature an inventive use of handmade opalescent glass
designed to complement the paintings. One of six major ecclesiastical commissions by
La Farge, the Congregational Church survives as the only example of the artist’s
comprehensive decorative scheme for the interior of a church.

Integrity:

« The interior paint scheme survives largely intact except for the over-painted sections of
plain fields in a brighter color than the original dark scheme, and repairs to
several windows following an 1894 hail storm that were not completed to the artist’s
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original standards.

« The exterior of the 1855-1857 sandstone church designed by New York architect Joseph
C. Wells has not been significantly altered except for sections of the steeples that were
modified due to damage from a 1938 hurricane.

Owner of Property: The La Farge Restoration Fund at Newport Congregational Church
Acreage of Property: Less than an acre.

Origins of Nomination: The La Farge Heritage Foundation initiated the nomination process in
1995, later reconstituted as the La Farge Restoration Fund at Newport Congregational Church.

Potential for Positive Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program:
o NHL designation will aide in the efforts to financially support and increase appreciation
of this property.

Potential for Negative Public Response or Reflection on NHL Program: None known.

Public Comments Favoring Designation (comments received as of 11/10/11):

Andrew Long, Moderator, Newport Congregational Church

Mary Beth Hayes, Pastor, Newport Congregational Church

Edward F. Sanderson, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer, Historical
Preservation & Heritage Commission, Providence, Rhode Island

Karen LaFrance, Consultant to La Farge Restoration Fund, Newport, Rhode Island

Paul F. Miller, Curator, The Preservation Society of New York County, Rhode Island

Landmarks Committee Comments:

Landmarks Committee Recommendation: Designation. Dr. Allan moved, Dr. Murtagh
seconded; unanimous approval.

Advisory Board Recommendation:
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