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Leland Stanford, Collis Huntington, and Mark Hopkins buiLt three adjacent
stores for themselves in 1852, at 220-226 K Street in Sacramento. The simple,
two-storey brick cornmerciaL-style buildings were originally separate, but with
the union of the three in the railroad venture, the buildings were united
into one structure also. Office spaces needed to be enlarged, walls were cut
through, and so on. This new building served as the general offices of the
company from 1862 to 1873. Then, the offices of the Central Pacific ü/ere
transferred to San Francisco. In 1878, the building was remodeled again, and
although subsequent changes were made, the appearance of the building until
1966, was that of 1878 and later.

In 1966, the Big Four Building.hras carefully disassembled by the State of
California, to save it fron razing which took place in the K Street neighbor-
hood because of an urban renewal project. The building has now been noved to
the old Sacramento District and re-erected. Its address (unnumbered) is now
on the north side of I Street, between Front and Second Streets. InmediateLy
to the North and East is a tangle of california freeways. only Dingleyrs
Spice Mill also stands on the North side of I Street between Front and
Second Streets. The roconstructed Big Four Building has also bcon rcnovatcd,
so that its facade no longer is that of 1878 and Later, but that of LB62-73.
The arcaded entrance to Dingleyts sets it apart fron the Big Four Building
adjacent to the west. The Big Four Building is also tied together visually
by the painting of the brick South facade, and the ballustraded wooden porch.
The building will soon be open to the public.
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The so-calledrrBig Four'r building, buil-t in 1852, was naned after therrbig
four'r--the four rnen who planned, financed, and built the l4lestern end of
Arnericars first transcontinental railway. They were Col1is Huntington,
Mark Hopkins, Leland Stanford, and Charles Crocker.

It was in this structure that the four made their offices while organizing the
Central Pacific (California to Utah) section of the raiLway, and where sub-
sequently they founded the Southern Pacific Railroad (to Southern California)
in 1873.

On July 4i'L864, President Lincoln signed the act which provided for the
constructíon of the Union Pacific-Central Pacific Railroad, together forming
the first transcontinental railway. On May 10, 1869, the "golden spike'r was

driven near Brighan City, Utah, r.rniting the two sections.

HISTORY

Built in 1852 by Leland Stanford, Co11is Huntington, and Mark Hopkins, -astheir stores, tiLe buiLding subsequently served as the first general offices
of the Central Pacific Railroad when they became its chief organizers.

By the 1850ts, there was general agreement that without help frorn the national
government, a Pacific railroad would never be built. Unforttrnately, however,
because of the North-South political anymosity which was drawing to its head
during that decade, nearly alL great national questions and decisions were
colored by that larger struggle. The resuLt was delay and indecision. 0n1y
after Theodore Judah hirnseLf surveyed a feasible route for a railroad through
the Sierra Nevadas, and then organized the financial backing for it, did the
Western railroad idea become practicable. Judah involved Coll-is Huntington,
Mark Hopkins, Leland Stanford, and Charles Crocker in the planning,
financing, and building of the California to Utah section of the transcon-
tinentaL railway, finished in 1869. They later buil.t the Southern Pacific
RaiLroad to Southern California.
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The so-called rrBig Four Buildingil was originally located at 220-226 K Street
in Sacramento. In order to preserve the building in which the Central
Pacific Railroad was planned in J.862, the State of Californiars Department
of Parks and Recreation, in 1967, oversahr the disassembly and storage of the
building when a major razíng and redevelopment project was carried out in
this area of Sacramento. The trBig Four Building" has now been reassenbled
on the north side ofrrlrrStreet, between Front and Second Streets.

Naturally, one cannot suggest that the environment of The Big Four Building
is an integral part of the landmark designation. The building maintains its
status because of theø'¡ents that transpired within its wa11s, and not
because of any architectural distínction of the building or its environment.
Having been treated then as a movable object, one can only say that the
boundary of the landmark is co-extensive with the physical dimensionsof the
Big Four Building.
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