A Template For Writing an Allegation that a Museum Has Failed to Comply with the Requirements of NAGPRA.

[Your full name]

[Address]

[daytime telephone number]

[Date]

NAGPRA Civil Enforcement Coordinator

National NAGPRA Program (2253)

1201 Eye Street, NW

8th Floor

Washington, DC  20005

Dear NAGPRA Civil Enforcement Coordinator:
My name is [state your full name], and I am [identify yourself].  I allege that [full name, address, and telephone number of the museum in question] has failed to comply with the requirements of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), and I am bringing this allegation to the attention of the Secretary of the Interior through you, and in writing, pursuant to the NAGPRA regulations concerning civil penalties (43 C.F.R. 10.12).

I have read the definition of “receives Federal funds,” at 43 C.F.R. 10.2(a)(3)(iii), and I believe that [the name of the museum] receives Federal funds.  The facts that lead me to this belief are:


[state separately each fact that leads you to believe that the museum receives Federal funds]
I have read the definitions of “possession” and “control,” at 43 C.F.R. 10.2(a)(3)(i) & (ii), as well as the definitions of the types of  Native American cultural items covered by NAGPRA, at 43 C.F.R. 10.2 (d)(1)-(4), and I believe that [the name of the museum] has possession or control of:

[to the best of your ability, identify or describe every item, or set of items, in the possession or control of the museum that you believe are subject to NAGPRA compliance], which is [for every item, or set of items you identify or describe, indicate the type of NAGPRA item to which it belongs – human remains, funerary object, sacred object, or object of cultural patrimony]
The facts that lead me to this belief are:

[state separately each fact that leads you to believe that the museum has possession or control of Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony]

I have read the definition of “failure to comply” at 43 C.F.R. 10.12(b)(1)(i)-(viii), and I believe that [the name of the museum] has failed to comply with specific provisions of NAGPRA because it:

[for each violation you allege, repeat the exact words of the specific failure to comply as they appear in 43 C.F.R. 10.12(b)(1)(i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (vi), (vii), (viii), or (ix),and provide the C.F.R. citation].

The facts that lead me to this belief are:

[state separately each fact that leads you to believe that the museum has failed to comply with the requirements of NAGPRA.  If you believe there is more than one instance of failure to comply, group each set of facts relating to each failure to comply separately]

Aside from the above facts, I [choose one: have knowledge/do not have knowledge] that written materials exist pertaining to the museum’s receipt of Federal funds.  I am [choose one: providing you with all the written materials which I know to exist/providing you with some of the written materials I know to exist/not providing you with any written materials].

Aside from the above facts, I [choose one: have knowledge/do not have knowledge] that written materials exist pertaining to the museum’s possession or control of Native American cultural items.  I am [choose one: providing you with all the written materials which I know to exist/providing you with some of the written materials I know to exist/not providing you with any written materials].

Aside from the above facts, I [choose one: have knowledge/do not have knowledge] that written materials exist pertaining to the museum’s failure to comply with specific provisions of NAGPRA.  I am [choose one: providing you with all the written materials which I know to exist/providing you with some of the written materials I know to exist/not providing you with any written materials].

Thank you.

Sincerely,

[Signed]
