
Architectural Documentation & the Treatment of Historic Structures
Historic Preservation Training Center, Bucks County Community College

“… the process of measuring and 
drawing careful records to 
scale is the most effective way 
to gain an understanding of a 
building’s fabric. …there is no 
[better] way to appreciate an 
existing, working structure – its 
virtues and its failures – like 
making a careful drawing of it.”

• Charles E. Peterson, Former 
Supervising Architect for Historic 
Structures, EODC, NPS (1988)
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Beauregard House, Chalmette 
Battlefield and National Cemetery, 
St. Bernard Parish, New Orleans, 
LA.

Brawner Farmhouse (Douglas 
Hall - Davis House), Lee 
Highway, Groveton Vicinity, 
(Manassas NBP) Prince 
William Co., VA. 
[HABS VA-1372].
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“Araby.” Residence of Col. C.K. Thomas, Urbana District, Frederick Co., MD. 
(Monocacy NB)

Domestic
Dependencies
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Superintendent’s Lodge
Chalmette National Cemetery

St. Bernard’s Parish, (New Orleans) LA
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Carriage House (Maintenance Shed)
Chalmette National Cemetery

St. Bernard’s Parish (New Orleans), LA

6



Architectural Documentation & the Treatment of Historic Structures
Historic Preservation Training Center, Bucks County Community College

7



Architectural Documentation & the Treatment of Historic Structures
Historic Preservation Training Center, Bucks County Community College

Beauregard House, Chalmette National 
Cemetery, St. Bernard’s Parish (New 

Orleans), LA 8
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Brawner Farmhouse, Manasas
National Battlefield, Groveton Vicinity, 

Prince William Co., VA 

Summer 2002
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Douglas Hall (aka Brawner Farmhouse)
HABS drawings, 1985
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2002 HABS Drawings for Historic Structure Report
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HSR illustrations derived 
from documentation project
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2002 HABS interior photos 
& 1985 floor plan
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Details from HABS drawings, Corn Crib @ Thomas Farm by BCCC, 2004
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Stone Tenant House
Field Documentation

Thomas Farm, MONO NB (2005)
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Wood (Implement) Shed
Field Documentation

Thomas Farm, MONO NB (2005)
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Field Sketches 
for HABS drawings,

Wood Shed
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Developmental Sketches for HABS 
Level 1 drawings
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You Have to Love It!

(Building Huggers United)
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