Architectural Documentation & the Treatment of Historic Structures
Historic Preservation Training Center, Bucks County Community College

“... the process of measuring and
drawing careful records to
scale is the most effective way
to gain an understanding of a

building’s fabric. ...there is no
[better] way to appreciate an
existing, working structure — its
virtues and its failures — like
making a careful drawing of it.”

 Charles E. Peterson, Former
Supervising Architect for Historic
Structures, EODC, NPS (1988)
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Beauregard House, Chalmette
Battlefield and National Cemetery,
St. Bernard Parish, New Orleans,
LA.

Brawner Farmhouse (Douglas
Hall - Davis House), Lee
Highway, Groveton Vicinity,
(Manassas NBP) Prince
William Co., VA.

[HABS VA-1372].
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“Araby.” Residence of CoI C.K. Thomas Urbana Dlstrlct Fredenck Co., MD.
(Monocacy NB) Y

Domestic
Dependencies
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Superintendent’s Lodge
Chalmette National Cemetery
St. Bernard’s Parish, (New Orleans) LA
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Carriage House (Maintenance Shed)
Chalmette National Cemetery
St. Bernard’s Parish (New Orleans), LA
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Beauregard House, Chalmette National
Cemetery, St. Bernard’s Parish (New
Orleans), LA
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Rrawner Farmhouse

Brawner Formhouse, dlso known as Bochelor's or
Douglos Hall during the Civil War, figured prominantly
in the initioting confrentation of the Second Battie of
Manaszas, Commencing on August 28, 1862, froaps
aligned near the house, Confederates on 1he north
and west sldas, Union on the south ond east. By
9 PM of the 28", there were 2,400 cosualties gsa
result of the farnunus firing (Greana. A, Wilson, "
Second Battie of Monaesas”, Eastern Natiaral: Civil
War Series, 2002, p. 23). While stalemated here by
darkness, the uftimate viclory of General Robert E.
Lee ond the Confederate Army was claimed severol
days larer. John Bmwmr. who, with his family, axfted
the house as it was "shelled and balls passed through
the housa” (Brawner deposition I1871), returned to o
standing dwelling ond continued 1o live here until after
the war.

A two story "L" shoped vernacular frame house with
maodast Victorion finishes stands on ¢ ridge north of
the Lee Highway, formerly Warrenton Turnpike.
Historical research suggests that the antebellum
house known as Bachelors Hall wos built co. 1820 by
Geaorge Tennllle, when the house first appears on the
fax records. Tunnme had been residing on the
praperty since the late 18" cenfury. The awnership
of the form possed to Tennille's grandson George A.
Douglas ca.1846 and subsequently fo Mrs. Augusta
Douglas during the war. The foofprint of a three or
four bay wide, two pile deep frame house with paired
exterlor chimneys on the geble ends was uncovered

LOCATION MAP
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This projact wos undertaken by the Historic
Praservation Deportment of the Bucks County
Community College, Newtown, Pennsylvania under
the sponsorship of the National Park Service, National
Copital Regien, Cultural Resource Presarvation
Program  (Terry Carlstrom, Regional Direcior).
Praject oversight by NPS Hisloric Presarvation
Training Center (Tom MeGrath, Superintendent} as
part of the Historic Structures Report 2002 Addendum
Project, Project coordination ond fabric analysis by
Kathryn Ann Auerbach, BCCC. Additional fabric
analysis and recording assistance by Richord L
Green, BCCC ond Scoft Doyle, Pennsylvonia
Historical and Museum Commission,  Field and
drafting team members include David Corliss, R.
Stephen  Groy, Bernice Groeter-Reardon and
Wanessa Zeali, BCCC. Site assistonce by Manassas
Nationgl Boftlefield Park, Robert K. Sutton,
Superintendent ond Barry Neighbors ond Chris
‘VanVieck. Large format phetogrophs by Margorst R,
Grean, BCCC. Historical research by Shoron
Feenay, HPTC, Special thanks to Thomas Vitanza,
AlA, HPTC and Roberi Ogle, BCCC. Work was
conducted August and Septamber 2002, This project
is dedicated to the memory of all those soldiers and
residents who suffered ot the Brawner Farm.

(kitchen) wos reversed from an earlier entrance frem
1he east parlar near the origing! scuth entronce door.

The actual appearance of the Douglas Holl is still
speculative, |t moy have been the full 2 Ve story, two
pile house that was being buill In the arao cWBEO
(Potter, Stephen, “No Moneuvering and Very
Tactics, Archaeology and the Battle of Bmmer Fcrm
NPS, aoml It could nlso be a [z to 214 stery, one
pile huuse with a full cne story shed lean-to across
the north rear. There is an outside possibllity thata |
12 story 18" century house was enlarged ca. 1820 to
0 2% story house and then diminished after the Civil
'War fo the extant | Ve story framing. War damage
may hove been enhanced by neglect andr notural
disaster to contrioute to the smaller rebuild. There
wos ne avidence of o fire comprehensive enough to
couse Douglas Hall to burn to the ground, olthough
some blockened scarring on second floor jolsts
suggests a small fire was extinguished.

The Davis family undertook the 904 remodellng and
anlarging of the earlier house adding formalspaces to
the housa and changing the orientation of the
entronce door. All 1904 construction is circular sown
balicon framing, except for hewn sill plates. Full two
story diogonal braces are used on the south goble
and two story studs comry a ledger or ribbon board to
support the second floor joists. A small bosement
was dug under the enfrance hall, entered from o
Lulkhead on the west side. The cencrete walls have
"E. P. D. 1916" etched In the eost wall.
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Brawner Farmhouse, Manasas
National Battlefield, Groveton Vicinity,
Prince William Co., VA

Summer 2002
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FIRST FLOOR FRAMING

ccccccc
cccccc

— T MORTISE & TENON

—-“'ﬁ— NAILED

e A bt
3

1 4l Y9 HAND HEWN
MW HAND PIT SAWN
==—muc———=  CIRCULAR SAWN

KEY TO METHOD OF JOINING &
SQUARING TIMBERS

NORTH ELEVATION o

12



Architectural Documentation & the Treatment of Historic Structures
Historic Preservation Training Center, Bucks County Community College

283
NORTH
o O o O . {
ELEVATIONS FEET Va's
METERS 1:48 e = 3
N s e ok DOUGLAS "HALL e - e
NS TR DAY B T8 TR WARRENTON TPK [STATE RT. 29/2+), MANASSAS NAT. BAT. PARK, PRINGE WILLIAM CO, VIRGINIA w4 or G s




Architectural Documentation & the Treatment of Historic Structures
Historic Preservation Training Center, Bucks County Community College

e s

EAST ELEVATION e :
R e S
_— T ORI e S ME?EEEA:%EL}.—“ PRINCE WILLIAM CO,, VIRDINIA | J

Douglas Hall (aka Brawner Farmhouse)
HABS drawings, 1985
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THOMAS FARM

Thomas Farm is focoted on the east bonk of
MWaonococy River in Fm County, Waryiand.
first with
prnm dotes to 1?59 when Jomes Marshall, o
i rchont, puarchased 700 ocres clong the
wqhod the middie ond late eighteenth
Marshall acquired odditional londs on either
he Monococy, constructing o lorge brick
Piﬂ oround 1780
hlﬁ.dinlm.ﬂlrlhﬂlnoﬂw’d
atontial estats :ompﬁlblla beth recl and
persencl property, passed olong to his

irs, In 1812 Wiliom Marsholl sold the mansson
ouse ond surrounding property.  Joha
ar. had 1,111.5 ocres surveyed os Thaby” in 1832
p. 434-437). By 1880, with
the purchase of th by Christion Keefer
Thamea, Araty el o T4 sere Inciuding the
brick monsion house ond its associaled domestic and
ogricultural outbulldings.

Known os the Thomas Form during the Civi Wor erg
mops, the form witnessed some of the heoviest
fighting of the Battle of Monocacy on July 9, 1864,
The house, in foct, sustained significent shell domage
(Schorf 1882: 122 FCIR BGF 6:108). The farm
recovered quickly during the postwar pericd and is
dapicted a8 o prosperous property in on undated
engraving labeled “Mraby’ Residence of Col. C. K.
Thomas® thot appeared in Thomas Schorf's Higtory of
‘Western Moryond (1882). In oddition to the mansicn
house ond domestic outbuldings, o lorge comerib and
g prestigious brick bank bom ore shown. Thomos
resided there unti his deoth ca. 1894,
Owner—occuponcy appears to be reestoblahed with
the purchese of the form by Wiliom G. Baker, 5. in
1911 and continued through his heirs untd 1946, in
2001, the Themas Form was ocquired by the National
Pork Service os port of Monococy Notional Battiefield,
which wos creoted by congressional legislation in
1934 to commemorate the site of the Chil Wor
battie.
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DATUM 1927 UTM 10 WAJSAGST EZ00848
(DATUM 1983 UTM 18 NAJSG2ZI EZ90887)

Present HABS documentation of the Thomas Form
focuses on large—format photogrophs of cll the
buldings ond meosured drawings of ithe historic form
cutbuildings, nomely the comcrib, bam and brick sia
Future projects will produce drowings of the mansion
house and domestic outbuddings. MNon—historic farm
cutbuildings, specifically the mik house, concrete
stove slo ond shed, ond the miking parior, oll
mid=20th century vintoge, are decumanted

by photographs and site plans.

In 1856 the estote of Griffin Toylor offered

the Araby” farm for sole. The Frederick

Exgmingr odvertisement lista the brick

mansion house with back buiding,

stone tenont houss, blocksmith

shop, o lorge Switzer” bom,
comerib, smoke house, ice

house ond other necessory

out-buildings. Of the

present form outbuldings,

OUTBUILDINGS

The large frome over store bom stonds o8 o dromatic
testament to the scole and prosperity of ogriculture
in centrol Marylond of the tum of the 201h century.
Its 100 by 50 foclprint encompasses the site of the
beick bom documanted in the 1856 odvertisement as
75 by 50 feet. As o civil wor-erg scene setter, the
present barn completes the arrangemant of farm
buildings during the confrontation. In its own
right this monumental bom demonstrotes the
continued development of ogriculture into the
20th century with the shift to grecter
reliance on doiry forming.The bamn frome,
compietely constructed of circular sawn
beams. appecrs to dote co. 1900—
1915 ond exhibits unusual upper
diogonal broces. This froming is
remorkably fight for the
building size ond the
diagonels allow for o large
unencumbered interiar spoce.
The Thomes Bam not anly

the comerib oppears to be
the only remaening structure
from this period Its troditional
framing techniques with

hewn ond reciprocating sawn
timbers joined with mortise
ond tenons suggest
construction ca, 1830, The
overall dimensions of 23 by
50 feet and double drive
through design coerespond
with the lorge—scale
agriculture (forms over 200
acres) of this orea by the
mid-10th century ond the
need for animal feed.
Gespite possible damage
sustcined during the batth
the northecst ond soulheast
focades retain much origingl
fobric, including beaded
boords, crib doors and
wertical sigts mortised into
the plotes. The southwest side contoing evidence of
origingl mortised sigts, but has been substontially
rebullt, with historic repairs using facycled hawn posts
for framing ond more recent horizonidl siding. The
building sits on pericd stone plers, with the
drive—through center bay cpen. The interior retains
portions of the ety construction, with cccess doors
st high neor the roal  The origingl wood shingle
roof has been covered with corrugoted metal.

containg on integroted new
enginearing design, but also
hos styish desigr features
stil popular ot the tum of
the century. The exterior has
origingl, functional, arched
wentilgtion louvers in the
siding ond evidence of three
fashicnable leuvered cupalas.
At the time of the tronsfer
of cwnership to the Netianal
Park Service the Thomas
Barn was in deteriorated
condition.  immediate
stabilization wos required
and undertcken in on
expeditious and sensitive
manner by the Historic
Preservation Troiring Center.

The Thomas farm sile hos o series of square
openings verticaly ploced ond focing h-w bu bam
ord hill and i sealed with cemant pol

intericr to o sloped cement floor. Thlrw!ellh-
sdo is stil in sty under o protective frame barmock
buslt by the HPTC. It is o 1B—sided conical shape
with o gobla dormer facing northwest and o turned
wooden decorative spire for the hub. The Baker form
to the southwest alsc has o brick slo ruin odjocent
its frome—over—stone, tum of the 20th cenltury barm
suggesting contemporary construction, possibly by
Wiliorn Boker, Sr.

This .prejm was undertoken by ihe Historic
rvation Deportment of the Bucks County
Cmvnunny Coliege, Newlown, Pennsybvonio under the
ip of the National Pork Senvce, National
Copital Region, Cuftural Resources Pressrvation
Pregrom (Terry Coristrom, Regionol Dicsctor).  Preject
oversight by NPS Historic Preservation Training Canter
(Toﬂ\ usGrath, Supsrintendent] ond Semior Historical
Architect Thomas Vitanza, Ak Project direction ond

Assistonts inchuded Potricia Ceglio, Scott Deyle,
Patricia Fishar—0lsen, R. Stephen Groy ond Vonesso
Zeoli, Additicnal student participants were Wiliom
Applegote, Michael Bossman, Megon
Jobn, Caorlo Loughlin and Leo Shone. Site assistonce
by Monocacy Notiona! Battiefield Superintendent Susan
Trod and Cultural Resource Wanager Joy

Enhancing the technciogical

function of the barn i the

adjocant brick silo. Whie no
specific date of comstruction hos been revacled by

research, sdo technology did not odvance to this form

until tne tate 19th century. The use of handmode
bricks may have been fostered by the removal of the
beick barn at the time the present borm wos
constructed, os late as 1915,

Jedediah Hotchkiss
Skeich Wap of the
Battie of M

(1864). On file ot
Library of Congress
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SECTION A-A&

ISOMETRIC DETAIL OF OINE OF TS INTO
TOP PLATE ON THE NORTHEAST Si

||| 1l

H JHJ. UL

UPPER DOOR IN CORN CRIB

B seancor st OO0
I
RS mﬁa
‘| |

[l 2 3
o = =
CORN CRIB - SECTION & DETAILS 2 . ., 3 =
B — R
PROFILE OF PICKET USED AS A
NAILER INSIDE CORN CRIB

NOTE THAT EXISTING PICKET 15 4-51/2" LONG

Details from HABS drawings, Corn Crib @ Thomas Farm by BCCC, 2004
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NOTE THAT ALL POSTS SHOWN HAVE NEW FACE BOARDS
ALSO THAT ALL STONE PIERS HAVE TIN MOISTURE BARRIERS

CORN CRIB - NORTHEAST ELEVATION

FREDERICK COUNTY, MARYLAND

THOMAS FARM (ARABY) OUTBUILDINGS

4632 ARARY CHURCH ROAD, MONOCACY MATIONAL BATTLEFELD,

B, COUNTY ComabserT ¥ COLLEGE
e

ane o= FICHARD L GREEN, 2005
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ors s

Stone Tenant House
Field Documentation
Thomas Farm, MONO NB (2005)
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Wood (Implement) Shed
Field Documentation
Thomas Farm, MONO NB (2005) :
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Field Sketches
for HABS drawings,
Wood Shed
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Level 1 drawings
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You Have to Love It!

(Building Huggers United)
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