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Celebrating a Century of Archeology, Conservation, and Preservation:  The Antiquities Act of 1906
Millions of Americans enjoy the benefits of a little known bill celebrating its 100th anniversary on June 8, 2006.  The Antiquities Act of 1906 led to the preservation of many of the country’s most cherished places.  The landmark legislation grants the President of the United States the authority to recognize and protect significant places by designating them as national monuments.

Some of the country’s most popular national parks including Grand Canyon (AZ), Olympic (WA), Death Valley (CA), Acadia (ME), Saguaro (AZ), Bryce Canyon (UT), Glacier Bay (AL), Carlsbad Caverns (NM), Katmai (AL), and Arches (UT) were originally saved as monuments by presidential proclamation.  

Presidents from Theodore Roosevelt to George W. Bush have also used the Antiquities Act to preserve places of cultural importance such as Casa Grande (AZ), Fort Pulaski (GA), the Statue of Liberty (NY), the Minidoka Internment Camp (ID), and the African Burial Ground (NY).  

The Department of the Interior Museum in Washington, D.C. unveiled a new exhibit for the commemoration entitled “The Antiquities Act of 1906 and the National Park Service: A Century of Archeology, Conservation, and Preservation”.  The display includes artifacts and photographs detailing the importance of the first law aimed at protecting America’s archeological and historical resources.  The exhibit will be open to the public from June 8 until March 2007.  Exhibit information is available by calling (202)208-4743.  

“The 2006 centennial of the Antiquities Act provides opportunities to reflect on and commemorate what has been achieved,” said National Park Service Director Fran Mainella.  “The Antiquities Act is one of the most important conservation laws in American history.  Few other statutes have had such a wide-ranging influence on the national policies of preservation for America’s cultural and natural heritage.”

The Antiquities Act was created to counter the looting and vandalism of relics in the developing southwest at the end of the 19th century.  The legislation regulated the examination and excavation of historic and prehistoric ruins and set penalties for those who removed or harmed artifacts.

The law also provided the President with the ability to preserve places of special importance.  Section 2 of the Antiquities Act states, “the President of the United States is authorized, in his discretion, to declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic and scientific interest that are situated upon the lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United States to be national monuments”.

President Theodore Roosevelt designated Devil’s Tower in Wyoming as the first national monument on September 24, 1906.  Since then 122 other sites of natural or cultural significance have been preserved by presidential declaration.  The most recent addition came on February 27, 2006 when President George W. Bush established the African Burial Ground National Monument in New York City.

The National Park Service maintains 93 of the monuments created by presidents under the Antiquities Act.  The rest are administered by the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest Service, or local jurisdictions.  For additional information on the Antiquities Act of 1906 visit  www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/sites/antiquities.
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Experience Your America™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

