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October 31 to April 23

April 24 to May 26

May 27 to September 5

September 6 to October 30

Kolob Canyons Visitor Center
435 586-9548

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Zion Canyon Visitor Center
435 772-0170       

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
	

7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

7:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Backcountry Permit Hours 2011

Permits are required for overnight trips in the backcountry, including climbing bivouacs, 
through hikes of the Virgin River and tributaries, and canyons requiring the use of descending 
gear or ropes, including The Subway. Permits are available the day before or the day of a trip.

Plan Your Trip
Welcome to Zion National Park. Trips into the backcountry, even 
short ones, require careful planning. Summer weather is hot and dry, 
but winter can be cold and icy. Narrow canyons are subject to flash 
flooding, and dangerous cliffs are everywhere. Park rangers at the Zion 
Canyon and Kolob Canyons Visitor Centers can help by providing 

current conditions, weather forecasts, and flash flood potential ratings, but your safety 
is your responsibility. Every year, people are seriously injured or die while visiting the 
backcountry of Zion National Park. Your safety depends on your own good judgment, 
adequate preparation, and constant observation.

PERMITS AND RESERVATIONS

Permits are required for overnight trips 
in the backcountry including climbing 
bivouacs, all through hikes of the Virgin 
River and its tributaries, and all canyons 
requiring the use of descending gear  
or ropes, including The Subway. Online  
reservations for a permit may be made  
in advance. Visit www.nps.gov/zion for 
more information.

CALENDAR RESERVATIONS

Reservations are available online for a 
wide variety of canyon, backpack, and 
climbing trips. They are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis from the 
dates listed in the chart on page 2 until 
5:00 p.m. on the day before your trip. 
Reservations are for permits, which must 
be obtained at either visitor center prior 
to your trip. Many of the spaces for The 

Subway and Mystery Canyon may be 
taken by lottery entrants prior to calendar 
reservations becoming available. A non-
refundable $5.00 fee is charged for each 
calendar reservation. 

LOTTERY RESERVATIONS

The Subway and Mystery Canyon are  
the two most popular backcountry areas 
in Zion National Park. Due to their  
popularity, the park created an online 
lottery to provide an equal opportunity 
for all interested visitors to compete for 
reservations. The deadline for entry 
into the lottery is three months prior to 
your planned trip. Visitors are limited to 
one lottery entry each month for each 
area. The lottery does not apply for trips 
from November through March. A non-
refundable $5.00 fee is charged for each 
lottery entry.

GROUP SIZE LIMITS

Large groups result in larger impacts. 
Group size is limited to a maximum of 
6 or 12 people that share the same 
affiliation (e.g., school, club, scout troop, 
family, and friends). Groups that exceed 
these limits may not split up and visit the 
same drainage, route, or backcountry 
trail on the same day, but may split up and 
visit different areas of the backcountry. 
Group size limits are strictly enforced. 

Permits will be denied and violators will 
be cited if limits are exceeded. The group 
size limits only apply to backcountry 
routes, climbs, canyons, and trails. The 
limits do not apply to frontcountry trails 
in Zion Canyon, such as Emerald Pools, 
Angels Landing, Observation Point, and 
the lower section of The Narrows. If you 
have questions about area limits, please 
refer to page 7, the park website, or the 
backcountry desk in either visitor center.
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