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East Mesa Prescribed Fire Stops Wildland Fire

OnAugust 1, awildland firewasreported near the eastern boundary of Zion Nationa Park withinthe
areaof the East MesaPrescribed Fire (Rx). A wildland enginefrom Zion, onefromthestateand a
local VFD responded to the Lemmon Fireand found alarge ponderosapineonfire. Theburned top
had fallen out of thetree, but dueto the recent prescribed fire conducted in the area, was not ableto
spread. Thefirefightersdropped the ponderosasnag and werethen easily ableto extinguish thefire.
Had thetop of thetreefalenin an areathat had not beentreated, thefire could have spread to
surrounding vegetation and threatened the park boundary and private lands and numerous structures
adjacent to the park.

Thetwo year, 2,300 acre East Mesa Rx proj ect was compl eted this past spring (May 2008). Thearea
been previoudy identified asone of thesix origina wildland urbaninterface FocusAreas’ located inthe
Color Country Interagency Fire Management Areathat required sometype of immediatefuel reduction
treatment to protect communities/propertiesat risk from thethreat of wildland fire. The objectivesof the
East MesaRx wereto provide protection for surrounding property and structures, reducefuel loading
and restorefiretoitsnatural roleinthe ecosystem.

Thisisagood example of how aprescribed firetreatment can stop or dow the movement of awildland
fireby reducing or eliminating thefuel sthefireneeds. Thetreated areaa so alowsfirefightersthetime
and safer conditionsthey need to be ableto contain and extinguish thefire.

The East MesaRx will benefit both Zion National Park and the landownersand residents of the East
Zionarea. Theburn hasprovided themwithalowered risk fromwildland fire, but will aso benefit the
plantsand animal s of thefire-adapted ponderosapine ecosystem.
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