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Blacklining along Kolob Terrace Road

Pine Valley Peak Prescribed Fire

In October of 2007, fire management personnel from Zion National Park, with cooperation
from interagency partners, began implementation of the Pine Valley Peak Prescribed Fire.
This 1,000+ acre burn unit islocated on the west side of the park, along the Kolob Terrace
Road and isasecond entry prescribed burn for the area. Smaller segmentswere previously
burned in 1999 and 2000.

Specific fire and resource management goal s associ ated with this second entry burn wereto
continue to apply fireto the landscape to re-establish the natural rolefire playsin this
ecosystem and to maintain boundary protection by reduction of excess hazardousfuels.

The project began with ablacklining operation along atrail in the burn unit that had been
mechanically treated to reducetherisk of fireescape. Blacklining wasfollowed by hand
ignition of theinterior of the unit. The project was completed in two phases over aperiod
of aweek dueto weather conditions. Oncethe areawasignited, it burned actively for afew
daysand then smoldered for an extended period. Thefirewasclosely monitored by park
personnel until declared out.

Smoke dispersal wasvery good during the burn dueto favorable wind conditionsand ahigh
clearingindex. Few impactsfrom smoke were encountered during the burn. Some
temporary trail closureswereinstituted in and adjacent to the burn unit, however trailswere
reopened as soon asit was safe to do so.
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Asusual, thedispersal of information before, during and after the prescribed fire was part of
itssuccess. Local citizensand business ownerswere contacted and made aware of the park’s
proposed burnsthrough pressrel eases, phone callsand personal visits. The park will
continue to work with local residents and businessesto inform them of future planned
prescribed burns and the management reasonsfor them.

ThePineValley Peak Rx will benefit both Zion Nationa Park and thelandownersand
residents of thearea. Theburnwill not only provide them with alowered risk fromwildland
fire, but will also benefit the plants and animal s of the fire-adapted ponderosapine
ecosystem. The policy of using fire as a management tool will help decreaserisksto life,
property and resources and will hel p perpetuate the valuesfor which the park was
established.
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