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Introduction

This annual report documents the park’s efforts to consider and protect historic properties in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended
(NHPA), pursuant to the 1999 Programmatic Agreement Among the National Park Service at
Yosemite, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation Regarding Planning, Design, Construction, Operations and Maintenance,
Yosemite National Park, California (1999 PA), and the Programmatic Agreement Among the
National Park Service (U.S. Dept. of the Interior), the Advisory council on Historic
Preservation, and the National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, executed in
1995 (1995 PA).

Cultural Resource Planning and Compliance Program

Yosemite National Park coordinates planning, construction, operations, and maintenance project
review in accordance with Section 106 of the NHPA and the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) review process, as provided for in Stipulation VI of both the 1995 and 1999 PAs and 36
CFR Part 800.8 of the Section 106 implementing regulations. The report is organized according
to NEPA documentation (Categorical Exclusion, Environmental Assessment, Environmental
Impact Statement) that accompanies the park’s Preservation Assessment Form (XXX) records
that guide and document project review in accordance with the 1995 and 1999 PAs.

Yosemite National Park is fully integrated into the National Park Service Planning Environment
Public Comment (PEPC) program. In addition, NEPA documents and appropriate NHPA
attachments (with sensitive information withheld) are posted on our website at regular intervals.

Yosemite Archeology Office has a Trails Program, Fire Management Program, and a Wilderness
Restoration Program to protect archeological properties in accordance with Section 106,
pursuant to the 1999 PA. Management summaries of the 2007 Fire Archeology Program, the
2007 Backcountry Trails Accomplishment Report, and the 2007 Wilderness Restoration
Accomplishment Report are included as part of this annual report to provide an outline of these
efforts.

The Yosemite cultural resource professional staff has grown this year. These professionals
review proposed undertakings in consideration of their effect on historic properties and provide
recommended treatment to ensure resource protection. The 2007 park staff included:



Mr. Dave Humphrey, Branch Chief, History, Architecture and Landscapes

Ms. Sueann Brown, Historical Architect

Mr. Daniel Schaible, Historical Cultural Landscape Architect

Ms. Marti Gerdes, Historical Cultural Landscape Architect

Mr. Charles Palmer, Historian

Ms. Laura Kirn, Branch Chief, Anthropology and Archeology

Ms. Suzanna Montague, Supervisory Archeologist

Mr. Scott R. Jackson, Archeologist (Trails Program)

Mr. Jun Kinoshita, Archeologist (Fire Program)

Mr. Rod Kennec, Historic Preservation Specialist

Ms. Barbara Beroza, Curator of Collections

Mr. Jonathan Bayless, Museum Curator

Mr. Paul Rogers, Archivist

Ms. Jeannette Simons, Historic Preservation Officer/Native American Liaison
(Anthropologist/Archeologist)

In addition, the Pacific West Regional Offices in Seattle, Washington and Oakland, California,
provided professional support that in 2007 included:

Ms. Cathy Gilbert, Historical Landscape Architect

Mr. Kimball Koch, Historical Landscape Architect

Mr. David Louter, Historian

Ms. Laurin Huffman, Historical Architect

Ms. Erica Owens, Historical Architect

Ms. Kirstin Haertel, Archeologist

Dr. Fred York, Anthropologist.

The California State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) annual 2-day visit to Yosemite
occurred on May 21-22, 2007. The Park Superintendent provided a forecast for park
management. Each Division Chief gave a summary of their programs and projects concerning
cultural resource protection and preservation. Branch Chiefs gave an overview of their annual
cultural resource workplans. The park historian and curator provided a guided tour of the
Museum and Village. Field visits were made to the Old EI Portal Railroad Turntable currently
undergoing rehabilitation and the Old El Portal Covered Storage where old rail handcarts and
other large artifacts are stored. We visited El Portal Road and the location of the emergency
repair project along the length commonly known as “The Narrows”, looking at some of the
existing formliner along the road. Both the SHPO and the Deputy SHPO provided suggestions
concerning the proposed use of formliner on the emergency project. We went to South Fork
Bridge and looked at the formliner that was used for that recent bridge replacement. We drove up
Glacier Point Road to Badger Pass and discussed the road rehabilitation project, the draft cultural
landscape inventory, and the national significance of Badger Pass ski area.

The Wawona Covered Bridge was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on January
11, 2007. Documentation for three Historic Districts was submitted to SHPO for consensus
determination of eligibility: The Tuolumne Meadows Historic District, The Tuolumne Meadows
Soda Springs Historic District, and The Glacier Point Road Historic District. SHPO concurred in
October 2007. The National Register of Historic Places review staff submitted comments for the



Multiple Properties Documentation Form and the nominations of 20 properties. Revisions by
park staff are underway and will require additional funding. It is unknown when funding may
become available.

Status of Active Memoranda of Agreement

Yosemite has one active memorandum of agreement, the Memorandum Of Agreement Among
the National Park Service, California State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation Regarding the Demolition, Relocation, and Rehabilitation of All
Components of the Merced River Hydroelectric Generating System, executed in 1986 (1986
MOA).

The remaining obligation is submittal of the revised National Register form to the CA SHPO, the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the Keeper of the National Register, as provided
in Stipulation 7 of the 1986 MOA. A revised National Register Form was submitted to CA
SHPO in February 2007 for review and returned to the park in April 2007, with suggested
revisions. Revisions are on hold awaiting funds to support the effort to integrate the required
revisions.

American Indian Consultation

Yosemite National Park conducts American Indian consultation in accordance with NHPA
Section 106 implementing regulations CFR 36 Part 800, the Native American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act, and the American Indian Freedom of Religion Act. Consultations occur
regularly throughout the year, and in July 2007, the park hosted the 5™ Annual All-Tribes
consultation, held this year at Tuolumne Lodge in Tuolumne Meadows. The meeting was
attended by representatives from six of the seven tribes claiming association with park lands:
The American Indian Council of Mariposa County (aka Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation),
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians, Mono Lake Katzudika® Paiute Tribe, Bridgeport Paiute
Indian Colony, Bishop Paiute Tribal Council, and Chukchansi Tribal Government. The North
Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians was unable to send a representative this year. In September
2007, the 3" Annual Eastern Sierra Paiute Tribes consultation was held at the Mono Lake Indian
Community Hall in Lee Vining. Representatives from the Mono Lake Katzudika® Paiute Tribe,
Bridgeport Paiute Indian Colony, and Bishop Paiute Tribal Council attended.

Tribal representatives have been invited to workshops and field inspections for specific projects,
such as the Museum Master Plan, and to workshops to identify Outstandingly Remarkable
Values and develop alternatives for the Tuolumne Wild and Scenic River Comprehensive
Management Plan/Tuolumne Meadows Plan Environmental Impact Statement, the New Merced
Wild and Scenic River Comprehensive Management Plan Environmental Impact Statement, and
the New Merced River Plan.

In addition, the park has an agreement with the North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians, the
Chukchansi Tribal Government, and the American Indian Council of Mariposa County to
conduct a study of traditional use in the Henness Ridge area of Yosemite National Park. The
park and Yosemite Institute are considering Henness Ridge as a possible site for the proposed
Environmental Education Campus. The principal investigator for the project is a representative












Yosemite National Park SHPO/ACHP Consultation Pursuant to 1999 PA

Park PEPC Project Title Place SHPO Response ACHP Response
N/A N/A  [Tuolumne Meadows Historic District Tuolumne DOE Concurrence Consultation not
Determination of Eligibility Meadows September 27,2007 required
N/A N/A  [Tuolumne Meadows Historic District Tuolumne DOE Concurrence Consultation not
Determination of Eligibility Meadows September 27,2007 required
N/A N/A [Glacier Point Road Historic District Glacier Point Road [DOE Concurrence Consultation not
September 27,2007 required
2007-122 | 18175|Tunnel View Overlook Rehabilitation Wawona Road Notification to resolve Consultation not
adverse effect with SMM required
Concurrence 11-19 2007
2005-080 | 17321|Reconstructing Critically Eroded Sections of |West Yosemite Notification to resolve No further
El Portal Road Valley adverse effect with SMM participation
Concurrence July 13, 2007  |required July 13,
Curry Village Tent Cabin Bear-Proof Food |[Yosemite Valley [Notification to resolve Consultation not
2006-112 | 16985 Storage Locker Replacement(y4-4603). adverse effect with SMM required
Concurrence February 23,
2007
2007-082 | 19152|Parkwide Annual Roof Replacement (Moore [Wawona Notification to change Consultation not
and Little White Cottages) roofing materials required; Materials
Concurrence March 9, 2007 |per consultation
w/SHPO
2002-088 | 17512 [Ahwahnee Hotel National Historic Yosemite Valley [Request from SHPO to No further

Landmark Fire and Life-Safety Project

continue consultation March
9, 2007

participation
required March 23,

22



















Visitor-related disturbances remain high on the list for common causes of many of the damages to
archeological sites.
This prehistoric site in Tiltill Valley has suffered significant visitor-use impacts. The archeologist
points to a portable milling feature used as a heat deflector in a modern fire ring.

Natural deterioration of archeological sites can lead to significant impacts Archeological sites that see little visitation often
in Yosemite's wilderness. remain the best preserved.
This historic cabin in Little Yosemite Valley has collapsed within the forty This bedrock milling feature in Rodgers Canyon

years since the most recent repairs took place. contains 13 pestles in situ.






