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Sources Used

The Yellowstone National Park Archives and Research 
Library in the Yellowstone Heritage and Research Center 
(Yellowstone National Park, Montana) contains countless 
invaluable published and unpublished sources. First and 
foremost, the archives contain correspondence, official 
government documents, and unpublished reports concern-
ing Yellowstone National Park. These holdings are exten-
sive, and for the most part processed in a user-friendly way. 
Master plans for the park, although in fragile condition, 
are also accessible. The library contains most published and 
unpublished texts concerning the park. It also houses most 
of the park superintendents’ annual and monthly reports, 
dating—in the case of annual reports—from 1872. Annual 
reports of the director of the National Park Service are also 
available. The photo archives contain countless wonderful 
photographic prints.

The Historian’s Office at the Heritage and Research 
Center houses a collection of photocopied documents con-
cerning Yellowstone National Park compiled from other Na-
tional Archives depositories. Mary Shivers Culpin collected 
these photocopies for her research into the roads, conces-
sions, and administration of the park. These documents are 
processed and referred to as the Marcy Culpin files. Many 
of these documents are also available in the archives. The 
center also contains the Historic Structure Survey forms 
for most of the structures in the park. Completed in 1999, 
these forms contain some useful information concerning 
park structures.
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