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Nizina Glacier to Chitina Float

Nizina, Kennicott, & Chitina Rivers

(Kennicott River variation included at end)

CLASS: III

DISTANCE/TIME:

approximately 90 river miles. Minimum of 4-5 days for this trip.
MAPS: USGS 1:250,000 McCarthy, Valdez

ACCESS:

Amphitheater airstrip at the toe of the Nizina Glacier. The least expensive flights are available through the air-
taxis in McCarthy, Alaska.

PUT-IN:

Nizina Glacier Lake. The airstrip is approximately a 1/4 mile from the terminal lake at the toe of the glacier.
Gear will need to be portaged to the lake for put-in. Good camping is available along the lake and at the
airstrip. No potable water is available. The shores of the lake and the Nizina River offer excellent hiking and
views of the Nizina Glacier and Chimney and Frederika Mountains.

TAKE-OUT:

O’Brien Creek, 5 miles south of Chitina on the Copper River Highway.

Alternate #1: Flights can be arranged for a pickup on river-right just below the Nizina Canyon.

Alternate #2: It is possible to raft all the way to the Million Dollar Bridge at the mouth of the Copper River.
This would add an additional 5 days to the trip. The
Copper River portion of the trip is not covered here.
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