
Maps:  
USGS Quadrangle Maps:  Valdez C2, B2, B3, A3 �± Cordova, D3, D2, C2  
 

Distance/Time:  
Approximately 85 miles, 4-6 days 
 

Difficulty:  
Easy to moderately difficult, depending on season. Knowledge of Alaskan rivers is 
required, as extensive braiding in channels can be tricky to navigate. The Copper 
contains several short sections of rapids, and the constant presence of sweepers and 
other obstacles along the bank. Traveling with a guide or guiding company is  
recommended, however, it is do-able with an independent group. 
 

Highlights:  
A quiet and relaxing float through pristine wilderness. Little human presence along 
most stretches of the river, possibility for excellent wildlife viewing. Stunning 
mountain and glacier scenery can be seen, as well as unique geology for virtually 
the entire trip. 
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